Albatross an 'Old Reliable' in Air Force combat rescue missions

HU~]6 Albatross is continuing to prove its effectiveness in air-sea rescues.

they tabulate feats of heroism

for the Vietnam i, ook for men of the

Air Foree Aerospace Rescue & Recovery
Service to place high on the list. Ap-
parently they set no limits for them-
their matto; “That

selves in fulfilling

Others gy Live."

middle of 1964 when the air

war ngainst North Vietnam was initiated,
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head]ine:

have heen making

life-savers

with daring rescues of downed

airmen over land and sea. Flyving heli-
copters anc the Grurmman Albatross
amphibian, these Air Force pilots have

been brazenly defyving enemy gunners:

while e¢ffecting their rescues

Ihe Albatross is making its share of
the saves, many of them in the Tonkin
Gulf within easy range of North Viet-
namese shore balleries.
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Du 4 slrike against the North, an
Air Furce Phantom, hit by anti-aircraft

fire, made it 1o the Gulf of Tonkin befare
its two-man Captain
Coyne, circling above with other fighter

for protective cover, recorded the

crew  ejected.
pilots
scene as an HU-16 Albatross arrived on
the scene to pick up the two men
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emplacements were hidden there is now dence, Mo., where his memoirs record
blackened wrec kage, smoke, and fire, his historic upser victury in the '48 elpe-
Lut many of the Buns are still firing, and tions,

the aceuracy of the gunners s improwv- And the Albatross | it still car-
My Above the guns, the plianes roll into  ries an!
their bombing and strafing runs, tryving Designed originally as a utility plane

to silence the remaining artillery before  fur the US. Navv, the Albatross was
the rescue plane is blown out of the later adopted by 1he Navy, Air Foree,
Wiler.™ and Coast Guard fuy AIr-5CA reseue seryv-
From his raft 4 quarter-mile away,  (ve Over 450 of the amphibians have
Capt, Jack Gravis, the ather diswned  been delivered to the three serviees and
Aran, witnessed 1he planes attacking & number of foreign governments,
the beach as  shells whistled 1 gl
arbund him, and from his vViewpaint the lmpressi\r. record
scene louked “just like a war movie " In the intervening years, the sturdy
Slogging through the henvy seas, the  two-engine craft has ranged the world
Albatross headed for the remaining man  over, from pole 1o pole and ocean to
0 the water amidst bursting shells and teean compiling an Incredible record of
the whoosh of lethal migsiles. As the  air-sea rescues During the Kurean War
plane reached Captain  Gravis, an Air the  Albatross accounted for 122 com-
Force frogman on the Albatross jump<i  bat saves and 200 non-combatants | | |
intu the water to assist him un board SIX years ago 57 survivors of an airliner
“You see the ring of explosions tight-  crush were picked up in the Pacific by
vming around the alreraft 85, one by  Albutrusses from Clark Air Force Base
one, the remaining gunners #et the  in the Philippines. . 13 were snatched
range.” Captain  Covne wrute. “Then  from the frigid Atlantic when their plane
Reseue Alpha starts to move, She gathers went down off Greenland . . | and one
speed, and the shells begin 1o rall behind  Albatross taxied survivors of a sea trag-
her. She skips aff a WHve crest, settles  edy to salety through 12 miles of heavy

L

back, skips again, and she's off! .. . " geas because the waves were too high
5 to permit a take-afi. The list goes on

Flew first in '47 ~und on . . and on,
In the numerous rescues turned in by Since the first Albatross flew out of

the Atr Force rescue team In Vietnam Bethpage, the original model has been
only the names seem 1o chanue—man_\- improved to offer higher speed, greater
of the situations bear 3 striking resem- range, lower landing speed, snd im-
blanee o the one depicted by Captain  proved gingle-engine  performance, In
Coyne. In thuse rescues, nearly 300 U S addition to air-seg rescue work, the Al-
Sirmwen have heen saved, with the Al-  batross js serving in a number of other
batruss contributing 60 saves, 44 of them  capacitios, ranging from Anti-Submar-
ul combat crews during 1866 alane ine Warfare to transport roles,

An  impressive record, but it's only And to prove it can stil) keep up wil.hh
part of the Albatross story, [t began late  1he ryuungsters, the Albatross went rec-
I 1947, At that time, Joe Louds reigned  ord hunting just a few years back and
a8 the  world's }'n-a\'_\-‘wujgh: boxing  when the quest wus over, the Ajr Force,
champon; the Yankees had beaten thej Navy, and Cpast Guard had raciked up
Cruss-town rivals, the Brooklvn Dodgers, ning world aviation marks in the ven-
m the World Serjes: Washington analysts  erable amphibian,
were predicting the political demise of The Air Foree Acrospace Rescue &
Harry Truman in the next Presidential Recovery Service and the Albatross have
clection, and, at Hethpage, the Albatross  been in fany tght spots tugether, Nur-

amphiblan made jts first flight. tured in peace and lempered In war,
Nineteen  years have passed  since  thegr teamwark has carned the well-de-

then -oSeVen men have suceceded served praise of thousands.

tu the title once held by the mighty “That Others Msy Live" is g fitting |

Louis; Jackie Rabinson and Joe DIMag- ot for the Aerospace Rescue & Re-
#lo, standouts in the '47 Series, are now very Service. “Old Reliable™ might be

installed in baseball’s Hall f Fame; 4 itting tribute to the Grummauan Al-
Harry Truman hays retired tu Indepen-  Lgtross




Downed Phantom

Tiq. 24D TAN SON NHUT AB,
RVN — “It couldn'l have Wwor-

| ked betier if we had planned

it,” said Air Force Captl. Jack
D, Gravis, as he told the story
of his dramalic rescue al sea
after his F-4C Phantom was
downed.

Captain Gravis, the F-4C. air-
craft commander, and 1st Lt
Wylie E. Nolan, the pilot in the
two.seal aircraft, were hit by
flak during their dive-bombing
run against the Vioh Linh bar-
racks in north Vietnam, Cap=
tain Gravis describes the inci.
dent in these words :

“We were lecding the flight
ond were the first to roll in on
the torget. The flok was preily
thick, but we mode our dive-
bomb run. As soon os we pulled
off the targat we felt two hecvy
thumps ond the alrcraoft rolled
violently 10 the right | managed
1o get It under control, light the
burners and furn fowards the seo;
cbout tan miles oway,

]t was p obahly the longesl
ten miles I've ever flown. |

| Jost control of the plane several

times, but 1 managed to keep

| been falling of
| men were telling me of the inc

it point
anwhile, my

oned my extel
We found out
a good thing because the fire
on thewing was just aboul to
envelop the fuel tank when 1
;mdq@r_h;_ed it off.

“* mapaged lo nurse the

Phantom out over the ocean,
Mlﬁﬁigﬁl as though I was

far enough out so | decided to
fly a little farther. All the whi-

5

le parts of the airplane had

“off, and my wing-

reasing seriousness of the fire.
At this time fumes began ploo-
ding the cockpit and the airp-
lane finally came unglued sol
told Wylie to eject.

| heord him go, so | pulled the
hondle. The next thing | knew |
wos swinglng under my chute, |
looked to my left and sow Wy~
lie in his porachute, then to the
right ond sow the cirplonein o
steep dive, plungine, into the

woter. It was completely engul-
fed in flomes, g s
“Assoon as | saw the plane

F+ Combat News)

[started getting ready to
wafer. 1 took oul by
\ radio and started tal-
p my flight who were
w providing us with air

by 1o
cover.

“] got so intrigued with the
radio that | forgot to look at the
water, but managed to get onl

of gy chute when [ hil and
climbed into the raft. When
i

I setiled down in the
rafl, | saw
yards from me, closer to the

shore.
“] fignred that all we had to

do now was wait for the rescue
plane to come pick us up, bul
the North Vietnamese started
to [ire at us with artillery. Sin-
ce we were about five miles
from shore | didn't worry about
it too much. However, each
shot was getting a little nearer
and there was an onshore wind
that was doing us no good.
We were both in the waler
about twenty minutes when we
heard the rescue plane, on am-
phibious HU-16. By now the shells
wete geling too close for com-
fort ond the onshore tide and

Wylie about fifty

s of ‘Storv*T_Bdok’ Res_cue

wind had drifted us to within two
wmiles of the enemy beach.

“1 immedialely gol onl my
mirror and started signaling. I
think he saw me first becanse
he was heading straight for.me
when he spotted Wyli. Since
Wylie was closer to the shore
he turned towards himan
de a diffucult landing
rough sea. They picked hir
and then taxied over to me.
While 1 was being hauled into,
tbe airplane a shell exploded
only about twenly feet off the
wingtip so the pilot gunned the
throttles even before they closed
the hateh.

“Since the seas were so rough
it seemed like our takeofl run
ook forever, but we finally
managed to get airborne znd
made it back to DaNang. The
operation worked so well that
il almost seemed as if we were
working with a seript after ha-
ving practiced for weeks.

«“After we landed, the DaNang
Officer’s Club donated (wo
steaks and two bottles of cham-
pague to help complete the cele-
bration of my fifieeath wedding
anniversary.”




