
Mgt Det 6, 38th Air Rescue q, APO US FORCES 96227 10 Nov 65 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Repert-38-1112-8 Nov 65 
(Second Missien Summary - 5 saves) 

TO: 38th Air Rescue Sq, APO US FORCES 96307 

THRU: Det 6, 38th Air Rescue Sq (Commander), APO US FORCES 96227 

1. Mission number: 38-1112-8 Nov 65. 

2. SAR alerted by: Rescue Coordination Center, 38th Air Rescue Squadron. 

3. Type &AR aircraft used: gine (1) HH-43F helicopter. 

Crew: 

RCC Captain Charles P. Nadler 
CP Captain Maurice G. Kessler 
MK TSgt Kenneth L. Perkins 
as AlC Henry J. O'Beirne 

Det 6, 38th ARS 
Det 6, 38th ABS 
Dist 6, 38th ARS 
Oct 6, 38th ARS 

4. Reaction time free initial notification te first pickup: Mission 
preplanned on 8 Nov 65 to allow a 0600 takeoff en 9 Nov 65. 

5. CAP assistance: Two (2) U.S. Army armed UH-1B helicopters. 

6. Area and type of pickups: Recoveries made using rescue heist, stekes 
litter and forest penetrator from very hostile heavily weeded jungle 
area with trees 150-180 feet high. Coordinates 1107 N. 10656 E. 

7. Signaling equipment used te locate wounded evacuees: Smoke grades. 

8. Survivors nawee and serial cambers: Neither available or possible to 
determine. 

9. Summary of events: 

eR the evening of 8 Nev 65, Major Bliss 4of the US Army 173rd Airborne 
Brigade requested that we land at the Third MASH Hespital in the 173rd 
AB area north of the Bien Hoa runway at 0605. We did so and were briefed 
on radio frequencies, artillery firing and cover aircraft. W. departed 
the area with four soldiers, two chain 3Mill and gasoline at 0615. We 
arrived in the area of YT 115-305 at 0625 and followed a UH-1B ever the 
hole in the jungle where the pickups were to be made. We encountered 
tracer fire which passed sem. 50 feet to our left. We broke to the right 
and descended to tree tip height ever the hole. Four soldiers and their 
equipment were lowered in five heist operations using the forest pene-
trator. The stokes litter was then lowered and a badly wounded soldier 
was hoisted into the helicopter. This censtituted eur first save. We 
returned hie te the 3rd MASH hospital, picked up 4 mere soldiers and 
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returned to the hole. 	Pereennel an the around succeeded in enlarging: 
the  hole se that we were able to descend vertically 180 feet and land. 
We offleaded the soldiers, leaded  4 mere seriously wounded ',idlers into 
the helicopter (two, of whoa were saves), took *if and landed at the 3rd 
MASH heapital. We loaded water cams aboard the helicopter and made a 
thrid trip into the hole, evacuating six soldiers. We flew ta 3rd. MASH 
hospital with the weunded. On the feurth trip into the hele, we evacuated 
the last four wounded soldiers. We offloaded then at 3rd MASH hospital 
and refuelled the helicopter at Bien Hoa AB. We departed Bien Halt at 
1000 and were diverted te IT 157-264 to pick up Australian wounded. 
Two stokes litters were lawered through 100 foot trees and sue seriously 
wounded soldier was picked up. We offloaded him at a collection point 
from where UH-1Bis flew woundedand KIA's to Saigon and Bien Hea 3rd 
MASH hospital. This maii=eonstituted our fonrth save. We made a second 
trip te the same area, picked up a second wounded Australian soldier, 
and flaw hie to the collection point. On the third trip into the area, 
we lowered our pararescue technician to the ground en the forest pene-
trator. He rode up with the third wounded Australian and informed us 
that there were no mere wounded in that area. We offleaded that soldier 
at the cellection point and proceeded to IT 115-305 to pick up some 
KIA's. As we were about to enter the hele, we were asked to pick up 
three litters at the collection point and bring them with us into the 
hele se that the KIA's would be removed. After loading the Kit's, we 
were teld that one more wounded man was being carried into the area and 
would arrive in fifteen minutes. I decided to wait for him and when he 
arrived, he was promptly leaded and taken te 3rd MASH hospital. This 
soldier was our fifth save. We  offleaded the KIA's at the clearing 
station and returned to our landing area at Bien Hee AB at 1155. 

We flew a total tlf twenty five sorties for five hours and ten minutes 
and picked up 19 wounded and three ICU's. We made a tetal of six heist 
operations with the forest penetrator and three with the stokes litter. 
We transported 8 soldiers and 400 pounds of equipment into the hole. 
We are credited with fire saves. 

I strongly suggest  that  the  HE-437 be equipped with the high speed 
heist se as to reduce the length of time in a hover. Heist operations 
and rescues would be made in lass time thus allowing the helicopter 
greater fuel reserve and range. It also reduces the time that the 
helicopter is very vulnerable to enemy ground fire. 

;.HARLES P. NADLER 
Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 



r---- - - 

ECLA SS IFIIFI ED 

?lISS IONS 	150MBER OF soRTIcs(Agl)  oispEcTras  TYPES AND RR 	ARS MIA,  
ABLISCIUML. Eas-igh. 

38-1110-6 Nov 65 4 1 F105 Pilot 1 Ch-3C 	3 MIA 1 WIA 
2 Alit Pilots 
4 - CH3C crew 
4 SR3 crew 

38-1111-7 N*v 65 1 A4C Pilot 
38-1114-8  Nov 63 71 106 Btl Cam* 
PROV 1-1-14 Nov 65 5 Accid. Viet. 
38-1138-17 Nov 65 2 1 FSE Pilot 
33-1141-18 Nov 65 3 1 P105 Pilot 
7-671-21 Nov 65 2 UNE C-123 
38-1167-26 Nov 65 2 6 UR1B crew 
38-1174-28 Nov 65 2 F8E Pilot 
33-1188-2 Dec 65 4 2 P413 crew 
38-122045 Dec 65 3 1 F105 Pilot 
38-1236-20 Doe 65 2 1 P105 Pilot 
38-1239-21 Dec 65 3 1 F105 Pilot 

*Battle Field Casualty evacuation. 

31. Key personnel assigned. (U) 

Col Arthur V. Basil 
Lt Col JIMA L. Blackburn 
Lt Col Donald F. Karschner 
Mai Franklin H. Roberts 
lit Lt Jan.. R. Haug 
CWO W-4 Carl A. Wilson Jr. 

33th Air Rescue Squandron 

Commandar 26 
Operations Officer 
Chief JSARC 
Chief of Maintenance 
Supply Officer 
Administrative Set-ricers Officer 

Det Prov First, 38ARS, Cam il:nh Ray AB, RVN Capt Richard C. PfadeOsur, 
Dot 2, laas, Takhli AB, Thailand, Capt Edwin J. Christy, Cmdr 2/  
Det 3, 38ARS, Ubon AB, Thailand, Copt Henry P. Fogg, Cdr 27dr 

27 Dot 4, 3BARS, itormt AB, Thailand, Capt Jerome R. Luttinger, Cm  
Dot 5, 38AR5, Worn AB, Thailand, Major Baylor R. Baynss, Cdr 27 

 Det 6, 3SARS, Bien Roa AB; UN, Major Maurice O. nosier, Cad E 29 
Det 7, 38ARS, Denang AB, R7M, Major Charles E. Hamrick, Cmdr 48 

 Det 9, 38ARS, Pleiku AB, UN, Capt Richard R. Cowles, Cmdr 27  
Dot 10, 38ARS, Bien Thuy AB, RVN, Carat Ervin L. Schaefer, Cmdr 30  

cmcir 27 

26 Atch 1 
27 Atch 5 
28 Atch 3 
29 Atch 8 
30 Atch 9 
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to the Navy helicopter landing.saens and picked up the remaining two crag-
members, In order to hover It was necessary to dump fuel which precluded 
ita continuing on to the CB-3C bailout area. The two Nary survivors were 
taken to 0dorn. On the morning of Nov 8, a first light search was initiated 
In the CR4C bailout area. Several passes were mode and no ground fire was 
observed by the Albsis that vets reeeivimg a beeper. Bowever, as more aircraft 
entered the area to attempt to pinpoint the beeper heavy ground fire erupted. 
Two AlE/a were hit and Wad to withdraw; both landed safely at Udorn. Due to 
the intensity of the ground fire, the further recovery of survivors was 
deemed to be not feasible without additional losses. The nission lati sus-
pended on 8 Nov. The missing CH-5C crewmemberearat Capt Warren Lilly, 
1Lt Jerry Singleton, and SSgt Arthur Cormier. " 

15. 33405-1111-7 Pow 65 (13) .„ On 7 Nov 65, Lt Cdr Charles Wank** ME was 
bit by.ground fir* while pulling out of a dive over his target. He Lawad1at4a1y 
heeded toward the coast, and about 12 miles out over the Culf of Tonkin he 
ejected, The distress call an guard Channel was monitored by the 1I1J-16 pilot 
lLt Joseph Kirby, who lemadietely headed for the ball out site.. The HU-26 
crew spotted%the pilot approximately 15 minutes later, and noted a junk fleet" 
one half mile from the downed pilots raft. The external fuel tanks were 
jettisoned, and a eater landing made. The downed pilot was brought aboard 
the HV- 16 just 17 minute* after his distress call vent out. The uninjured 
pilot ecs taken to Danang A. 

19. /8AAS-111441 Nov 65 (C).  At 1230H on 3 Nov, a request for MED VAC 
Of battle casualties was reeelved, A large foals operation woe taking place 
and over 100 casualtiee were reported. Reseus helicopters from both Bien 
HOS and tan Son )tut were utilized in this recovery operation that was to 
run two days. The received site as a heavily wooded jungle area with trees 
150 to 180 feet high. There were no clear areas, so all of the reminded had 
to be picked up from a high hover. A rescue technician was lowered into the 
pick up point with • chain saw to ask.. Lending tore but the saw malfunc-
tioned. Of the 71 sorties flown by the 1111.48 12 during the two days the 
following lees typical. they were escorted in by armed VA-Iya and waited 
in a high hover until the "Buoys* hed made several firing passes to supress 
VC ground fire. Thelluelerreceived hits while performing this task.. When 
they felt they had silenced the opposition4 the REI.43's WWII directed in. 
While hovering over the 180 foot trees, the rescue technician lowered the 
stokes litter threading it through the tree branches. The casualties were 
picked up and taken to a forward aid station, and ammunitions and C -rations 
were taken in an the return journey. During the course of the operation tho 
11B-434 recovered fifty personnel, of whom 20 were wee, In addition 3 
eases of ammunition, 2 cases of TNT, 10 cares of oedivil supplies and 30 
cases of C-tations.vere taken into the battle area. 41 

20 Append 5 page 12 
21 Append 6 page 11 
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. Dot 6e-3Cth kirgeseme 	A:C1 US FORCE2 96227 10 3sv 65 

Ts Mission !Larniti. ,:e 42crt.e...73-1112.d gyve 65 
(econd hie4lon 	5 awn:a) 

	

cla 	 3,Rth Air Raceme riqe  APO CS MC:3 9L3C7 

Det, 6, 38th Air kAtieum 1.7.1 (Ccnpzad=r), APO U3 7X.33 

KLA cr,mbsi 53.11:134  En7 63. 

alerted tyl Rezone Ccordizatian Center,th 4ir Rescue Squddren. 

77-ie 3A2 airvraft used4 	o (1) E-1-437 

Crewe: 

ECC Captain Charles P. MadlTr 
	

Dot 60 3Sth 
CP Captain Maurice C. los;rler 
	

tiet 6a  3.Cth A!.12 
Ifl Tligt Ke.lneth L. rerkino 	 De. 6o  Nth ARS 
ES  AIL Hen:7 J. 0 1 3edrne 
	

Dc t 6, 38th ARS 
. 

• ' 444, Reaction time Prca initial net=eatian to fit pic2eu91 Miseica 
_____Fm!viazr..erd on 2 Mov 65 t4 allege a CCO takeoff cm 9 nal 65. 

CAP assaistaacos Two (2) 0.3. 	ad UU-In holiooptcrs.' 

At ii.751 and typo of pitioacpw  Becsvcries made mine reecua holst o  stoke 
1..ter  and  forest rAnctrater  trcztvcr7  hostile hcav14  -.:eoded  Nagle 
rima  with  tree  150-1Z0  feet  h4  Cnerdizate3 11C7 1C4:74 

aisnaling teraint =44. to locLts 	emmx=seas Jmnks 

Varfivcrs nazare and serial 	Doi Sather available or possible to 

3=lia17 of evectat 

Om the evening of S Nee 65, gejor Bliss et the CS AZ=7 173rd Alrborne 
.z.pds requested that we land at the Third NASH ge*tital is the 173rd 
arca north ef the atcn M04 remray at Ot:.05. We did es snd usro briarod 
radio frequeuciee o  artillor7 firing and CZ7C7 aircrsft.Ia i.zpi.rted • 
lama with four solaiors, 	er+1.1111, eaum and Lamcila 3  at,  
iyod in the area of YT 115-.;05 at 0625 and foll,..-raced a tr-:-.13 iwt.r the 
o in t.)74 .11111,0.1.1 wham the pieknpe were 'A be =ad*. We en...:=Itered 
e2r rire utieh passed some 50 feet ta cur len, tie hreizo ts tte 
demeended to tree te9 he.isht qv= the hole. Four  esldism and  their 

14nest  were  lwered in  five hoist op-..t.atione using the  forest perm.- 
UT. The  etGkoz litter  uas than low:red and a  badly ucqndad eoldizr 
ihoiated into  the  heli=pter.  Thin  eerstitutod cur first  eave.  ve 
umud hia  to the 3rd 	hospitals  pic-..k.cd up  14  =-rt.., soldiers and 

0 	 Tread hie.. ••••1 	 ro•Parr'e ■•••PrtA4.8 	 AIiplespnifilD 

• 4•4.o peony ler •7"/J4•1410 A eh. red 
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7.vnaC to the hole.  .  Fignw-Vacl an !-ho et'aLad sucneadad la onlarzies 
hole 

 
• that we were able :a  dalvc7,1vert'eally la0 feet  atd land, 

of:load:A the aoldiers. Loadod  4  mze 	•mur;:d eal.4../ers into 
: helicopter (two of whca were sayer)), tcek alT and landad at tha 3rd 
3 ho=pital. We loaded water c!..:no aloard thoepte3- and nada  a 
id trip into the bola, evacoatizs 	:cad:lora. Le flew to 3rd MALH 
pital with the wounded. Om the fourth trip into the hale s  we evacuated 
last Your unundad soldiers, Ve of;Icldei thm at 3rd MASH hespital 
reraaled the helicopter at Bien Hca AB, We departed II= Hca at 
O and were diverted to IT 1574 to pi- up Aunt:alien waudfs.A4 
stoke* littore were lowered C-Lrouat la; foot trass and can eeriently 

nded eoldlor was pieked up.  ilk, of:loaded him at a collection paint 
a where Un-13Ie flaw weane.ed and %.7.Xso to E41.1 -An and Biun Eau 3rd 
U 	 This man conatituted our fcnrth cave. We made a second 
p to the =Re amae  picked up a. Set 	wounded Australian sodeisr, 
flaw him to the colleatien paint, Ca the  third trip into tho arca, 
laleured oftxr 'Al-arose-us tachalaisn to tho ground aa the !erect pc-
tor. Hs redo up with the third wauadad Auctraliaa and informed us • 
t there were no  MATO  wounded in that arta. We affloaded that soldier 
the aollootIon point sad proaacded to Ti' 115-35 to pick up acao 	. 
Is, de we we about to c e L.11310 WO =re a:And to pick up 
ea litters at the colleaticn point and bring than with us into the 
a se that the XIAIs would h• rczavrAi. Altar leading tha CA's, we 
e told that one MATO wounded man wea being cried it the area and 
Id arrive ia fifteen minutea. 1 deeided to unit for hia and whsa ha 
iced, he wns promptly Inadnd and taLen to 3rd ILLZS harpit-a1. • This 
diem was our fifth save. We offlazdmd the =ea at the clearing 
tian and returned to our landing arca at Elan }ea AB at 1155. 

Ws flaw a total of twenty fivo sartioe for five hours and tea minatee 
. plc.:tad up 19 wounded Lcd throe KIAle. We mado a total of six it 
Tatiana with the forost penetrator and three with the stokes litter. 
traarpprted 3 soldier and 4C0 petnds ef aeral iwmat into tha hale, 
are credited with fix* eiVOS4 

strongly waggeat that the nn.437 be eq11ed with the hizt *peed 
t so as to reduce the lsazth af time in a hovcr. Heist cpsrationn 
rnocue* would be mad* in lea* tine thus allawing the helicopter 
ter fuel reserve and ranv. It alva redLzes the tima that the 
copter is vary vulnerable to enemy ground fire. 

P. MAD= 
.1  CUAI? 
Crew Cocc:smder 

*Tø Omen, 	owl 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AlITA'AD OF 

ThE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

To  

:1-17.,N,RI J. O'BEIRNE 

Airman First Class Henry J. O'Beirne dist:,.nguished himself 
by heroism while participating in aerial flig:It as rescue 
specialist at War Zone "D", Republic of Vietnam on 9 November 
15'65. On that date, Airman O'Beirne played a decisive role in ' 
the rescue of 18 severely wound,7:d United Stat.?s and Royal 
Australian Army personnel from dense jungle. He hoisted four 
armed soldiers with chain saws throu;11 180 fo)t trees to the 
jungle floor. then the area was cleared and ;he helicopter 
was landed, Airman O'Beirne loaded the helicodter with wounded. 
He then remained on the ground for some two hours to assist in 
caring for other wounded personnel. At least five lives were 
positively saved on this rescue operation. airing the entire 
Live hours and teen minutes mission) the crew was continually 
exposed to ground and artillery fire. The car;standing heroism 
and selfless devotion to duty displayed by Airman O'Beirne 
reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air 
Force. 
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