
17. 'i2*S-11104 Nc,v 65 M4, On 5 Nov 65 an F-lOS, call sign Oak 1, was 
missing over North Vietnam. His wingman had last seen his going into the 
clouds. The veatbar In the area was rapidly deteriorating aM no signals,  
were being received. On 6 Now, ty Alt's, Sandy 11 and 12 9  Vent Into the 
area to search for Oak 1. During the course of the search, Sandy 12 was 
hit by ground fir., and the pilot bailed out. His wingman observed him on 
the ground* A CH-3C yes scrambled from a forward site In Laos and two more 
AlE's were sent froa Udorn, but Sandy 11 mu-not able to relocate the downed 
pilot prior to his bingo fuel time. The CR-SC, Jolly Green 85, was hit by 
grow'id fire in the search area. The four man crew balled out, and four good 
ohutea were observed by their AlE escort, Voice and beeper contact was made 
with at least one creber, and a visual sighting was iimda on. another. AT 
this time, the on seenw cander r.c.Iv.d a call stating that the NLavy had 
a helicopter enrouti to the uarch area, Two AlE's, Sandy 13 and 14, were 
sent to the coast to escort the Navy helicopter In, and while escorting the 
helicopter Sandy 34 was hit by ground fire. A transmission from hie stating 
he had been hit folloved, but there was no f.ath.r contact. The reainlrg 
AlE and the Navy helicopter remained in the area with th* helicopter had 
to depart due to fuel limitation... After refueling, the Navy h•licoptcr 
retuned to the search axes, acoospalnisd by Navy AIR RXSCAP, The A1H1s 
picked up a beeper In the vicinity of the CH-3C bailout looaticn. Soon 
after this voice contact was made and the Navy $113, call sign nimble 62, 
wont in law to sttt visual oontact. It was dart at this time, but 
fortunately the survivor had a cigarette lighter which was used to signal 
the helicopter, His flesh.s were observed and Sgt Naugle, a cr.abex 
froa the downed Jolly Green 83, was picked up and taken to the carrier. 
The only injuries Sat flaugle suffered were alight burns an his hand. The 
following morning Nimble 62, piloted by Le JC C.mpbll, returned to the 
search area In an attpt to locate additional survivors. While enroute 
a Mg alert was received, and Nimbi. 52 descended to Zot between cloud 
layer. at 2000 and 3000 teat As it flew over a hole In the bottom cloud 
deck it was hit by automatic weapons tire. The fuel lines were ruptured 
and a rapid loss o fuel was •psri.nced foctn the pilot to make a cont,ll- 
cad isnitng In Vietnam. Th. two  AiM aircraft that escorted Nimble  Z 
were also hit, however, both mad. it *a!ely to Danang; although one aircraft 
had to make a gear up laMing. A short time later another Navy helicopter, 
a UH-2, arrived at the landing stght of Nimble 62 and was able to pick up 
2 of the 4 crabsrs. Jolly Green 76, was .out* to the bailout site of 
Jolly Green 83 when i.nfore.d of the Navy helicopter In distress. it diverted 
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to the Navy helicopter 1axbdLrg. scene and ptad up the rmaining tvo craw- 
in order to hover It was necessary to dLap t1 ithlch precluded 

Its continuins on to the C11-.3C bailout ares. The to Navy survivors were 
taken to rdorn. On the aorning of Noy 6, a first light search was initiated 
In the CR.3C bailout ares, Several passes were m4a and no grotmd firo was 
observed by the liVe that vera reasivirig a beeper. Uv*..r, as more aircraft 
entered the area to attst to pinpoint the beeper heavy ground Z1r. erupted. 
No A.1Z'a were hit and iad to withdraw; both landed safely at Udorn. Due to 
the Intensity of the ground fire, the further recovery of survivors vu 
deeaed to be not feasible without additional lossas The elision was e.s-
peM.d on 8 Nov. The misslin CH-SC crevbera ire: Capt Warren Lilly. '  
itt T*rx7 Singleton, and ssgt Arthur Coreler. 
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(S) When Sandy 12 was shot down at 20-30N 105-33E, 35 nautical 

miles southwest of Hanoi, North Vietnam, Captain Lilly launched a Jolly 

Green Giant, the CH-3C helicopter 63-9685, from Lima 36 Site, Thailand 

at 1148, local time, to pick him up. Lilly, who was navigating under in-

strument flight rules, proceeded to a point near the target area and de- 

scended, breaking out of an overcast at 8, 000 feet above sea level at 20-29N 

105-27E. At this point, the helicopter was severely damaged by several bits 

from anti-aircraft fire, losing a rotor blade and suffering damage to the 

rotor transmission section. Unable to overcome the excessive control pres-

sures which resulted from the damage to the rotor, Lilly transmitted a MAY-

DAY call and directed his crew to abandon the helicopter. The para.rescue- 

man jumped first followed by the mechanic who observed fire in the cabin 

before his exit. 

(S) Captain George W. Koronsbeln, pilot of the lead escort (Sandy 13), 

observed four deployed parachutes in the air, saw one of the crew gathering 

up his parachute on the ground, and established voice and beeper contact via 

radio with one of the crew. Sandy 13 and Sandy 14 then met a Navy SH-3 

helicopter off  shore In the Gulf of Tonkin and escorted it to the crash area, 

during which Sandy 14 was shot down, becoming the sixth missing person 

on this mission. 

(S) Second Air Division personnel advised the withdrawal of rescue 
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forces due to the heavy concentration of ground fire. Two HH-43 Rescue 

helicopters, which had been ordered to the scene, were recalled while 

enroute there. However, combat air patrol (CAP) aircraft were sent into 

the area to search for Lilly and his crew and did establish radio voice con-

tact with them. At dusk a second SH-3, Nimble 62, located and rescued 

SSgt Naugle, the CH-3C mechanic, leaving five men unaccounted for at 

the end of the day. 

(S) The following morning the SH-3, Nimble 02, attempted a pick-

up in the area of the downed Jolly Green Giant and was struck by ground 

fire, lost fuel and was Itself forced down 19-53N 105-11E. Angel 7 pick-

ed up two of the crewmen and a Jolly Green Giant rescued the other two 

and took them to Lima 36 Site. Two USAF A-1E aircraft, also, had been 

struck by ground fire. 

(S) CAP aircraft once again established voice contact with Lilly's 

crew. Radio beeper signals in the area indicated that Sandy 12 probably 

was evading the enemy. There was no information on Sandy 14. 

(S) November 8th left little or no hope. With the dawn came a 1500 

root overcast with mountain peaks visible above it. The search was re-

sumed under these unfavorable weather conditions In the first light of the 

lay. Alter several sweeps across the area by search aircraft, a radio 

)eeper signal was received at 0930 hours and aircraft reentered the area 

.0 pinpoint the location from which that signal emanated. Search aircraft 
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in the vicinity of the signal origin point encountered heavy, hostile fire 

from the ground. At 1005 hours a second beeper signal was heard. Air-

craft approaching the area again encountered strong ground fire and severe 

damage to two A-1E aircraft forced those pilots to withdraw. 

(S) The mission was suspended at 1044 hours due to intensive ground 

fire, after coordination with Commander, 2nd Air Division. 

(S) The debriefing of the survivor, SSgt Naugle, and the aircrew of 

Nimble 62, attached to and operating from the U. S. S. Independence, brought 

forth the following additional data on this mission. Captain Lilly launched 

to the north and an orbit point to await Sandy, his escort of A-1E aircraft. 

After meeting the escort, SSgt Naugle believes all proceeded toward the 

east and descended through the 8, 000 foot altitude level, and broken clouds, 

at a point approximately five miles west of Sandy 12's reported crash 

position, at which time heavy tracer fire and flak were encountered. Fuel 

lines were ruptured, allowing fuel to enter the cabin of the CH-3C where it 

ignited and filled the aircraft with flame. The pararescueman, SSgt Cormier, 

shouted the alarm: "FIRE," and bailed out. SSgt Naugle attempting to fol-

lowing Cormier, found himself fastened to the aircraft by his gunner's belt, 

released the belt while observing Cormier's open parachute and parachuted 

toward a hillside. During his descent, Naugle observed two other deployed 

chutes in the air. After cutting away approximately three square yards 
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of it for a signal panel he hid his parachute, discarded his parachute 

harness, helmet, and flak vest which interfered with his movements through 

the heavy undergrowth, and crawled to the top of the bill. From his position 

he heard voices of unfriendly troops, and saw the burning helicopter which 

was already surrounded by troops who arrived in motor vehicles. 

(S) SSgt Naugle hid among rocks and activated his signal radio, but dis-

continued its use after the CAP aircraft departed. One attempt to establish 

voice communications was unsuccessful, as were attempts with a signal 

mirror. The remainder of the day was employed in reading charts, ex-

amining the contents of the survival pack, and listening to the voices and 

cutting sounds of troops searching the jungle growth for him. He heard jet 

aircraft at approximately 1700 hours and established voice contact with a 

pilot. His recovery was accomplished later by Nimble 62, in concert with 

A-1H aircraft escorting it. SSgt Naugle had suffered only minor burns and 

scratches and was in excellent condition. 

(S) The aircrew of Nimble 62 had launched from its carrier, U. S. S. 

Independence, at 1515 hours, had refueled at 1700 hours from the Tucker, 

and was on a prearranged station 19-QON 105-45E at 1800 hours. It de-

parted this station shortly after that and proceeded inland, crossing the 

beach on a heading of 317 degrees, escorted by the pilot of Locket One, 

an A-1H aircraft. They proceeded to 29-06N 105-29E where they were 
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by Lockets Three'arid Four. The Locket aircraft sighted Naugle and 

nted his position with their lights, despite small arms fire and flak 

S. 
Naugle used the flame of his cigarette fighter to aid the pilot of 

le 62, who needed less than two minutes to bring him aboard in a horse- 

[r at 1555 hours. Nimble 62 and Locket One returned via the inbound 

to the Tucker for fuel and then to the Independence, on which a landing 

1iinated their flight at 2325 hours. 

(S) The crew members of the CH-3C were assigned to Detachment 5, 

i Air Rescue Squadron, Udorn Airfield; attached at Nakhon Phanom 

port; and staging from Lima 36 Site, all in Thailand. All are identified 

low by crew position: 

Pilot: Captain Warren R. Lilly, 

Copilot: let Lt Jerry A. Singleton, 

Mechanic: SSgt Berkeley Naugle, 

Pararescueman: SSgt Arthur M. Cormier, 
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I feel very fortunate now. My efforts as an American soldier in Vietnam only 
required a few years from me. Many men gave their lives proudly and 
unselfishly. We cannot do anything for these men now. We cant even say 
Thank you!" But we can honor them by giving time and effort to make ourselves 
better citizens - and in so doing, make the United States of America an even 
better country. 

Our Country, the U.S.A., is not perfect, and it never will be. But it is the 
best in the world today. Love it, honor it, work for it, and protect it, and 
it will reward you many times over. 

God bless America 

December 1996 
Jerry Singleton became a Chaplain after his release. He retired from the 
United States Air Force as a Lt. Colonel. He and his wife Barbara reside in 
Texas, 
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CORNIER, ARTHUR 

Name: Arthur Cormier 
Rank/Branch: E5/United States Air Force 
Unit: DET 1, 38th ARS 
Date of Birth: 24 October 1934 
Home City of Record: West Orange NJ 
Date of Loss: 06 November 1965 
Country of LOSS: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 202000N 1053000E 
Status (in 1973) : Returnee 
Category: 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: CH3C 

Other Personnel in Incident: Warren Lilly, returnee, pilot; Jerry Singleton, 
returnee, co-pilot; Sgt. Naugle, flight engineer, (burned, escaped, evaded, 
rescued) 

Source: Compiled by P.O.W. NETWORK March 1997 from one or more of the 
following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with 
POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. 

REMARKS: 021273 RELEASED BY DRV 

SOURCE: WE CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captain and Mrs. Frederic A Wyatt (USNR Ret), Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.O.W. Publications, 10250 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text is reproduced as found in the original publication (including date and 
spelling errors) 
November 1996 - Edited by request of Capt. Arthur Cormier, USAF RET 

ARTHUR CORMIER 
S M Sergeant- United States Air Force 
Shot down: November 6, 1965 
Released: February 12, 1973 

I was born in Rumford, Maine on 24 October 1934. I lived there until I was 
six years old. We then moved to Boston, Massachusetts and New Jersey. I was 
reared in Lincoln Park, New Jersey, and finished my last two years of high 
school in West Orange, New Jersey. I graduated in 1953 the eldest of six 
childen (three boys and three girls) 

I joined the Air Force in April 1954. I took my basic training at Sampson 
AFB, New York, followed by a a tour in Germany  '.' . - -mber 1957. 
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During my tour at Suffolk Coun , February 1958 to February 
1960, I met my wife, Eileen M. Weth, from Bay Shore, New York. We were 
married 1, January 1960. We had four children Sean 12, Daphne 11, Mercedes 
10, Kevin 9. 

I spent a year Minot AFB, North Dakota February 1960 to February 1961 then 
Andrew, AFB, Maryland, August 1961 to March 1963. I joined Rescue in April 
1963 as a Para-rescueman. I had two tours in Vietnam and was shot down on my 
second tour. Our helicopter was shot down 30 miles from Hanoi on 6 November 
1965. 

I have enrolled this fall (1973) at Long Island University and plan to 
finish my under graduate degree within the next two years. The future looks 
very bright to me and its a good world. Thank you for the prayers and help 
bestowed so abundantly upon my wife and my family over the years. We 
especially thank you for the magnificent homecoming. 

November 1996 
Eileen and Arthur subsequenty divorced. Both have remarried. Arthur retired 
from the United States Air Force as a Captain. He and his wife Merry K. have 
2 children and reside in Massachusetts. 
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