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down by small arms or /'iW fire. The two USAF Al}'s which had been 
escorting the cha per were joined by USN A111's. They all reported 
four good chutes from the chopper, beeper and voice contact, and 
no ground fire. They gave coordinates which corresponded to point D. 

c. .y  TACC s rambled 2 H;-43's from Lima 36 to attempt to pick-
up the -3 crew, (The TACC eople were of the belief there were not 
two rescue reuiremcnts The U-3 crew at : oint L),  and the AlE pilot 
at point B.) The correlation of the TTA .1 the 111-43's and the fuel 
remaining for high-cover and close escort was qood. Just a fw minutes 
after the scramble of the 1111-43 9 s, the 2AD CP dir ci d the recall of all 
SAO forces. This was passed to and acknowledged by all the TJ 	aircraft, 

f. The TJSN,however, through the USAF fl -16 in the ;ulf, reuestod 
assistance for a rescue attempt of the i-3 chopper crew. The 1I0-16 
contacted our two A1R'8, still in th.' vicii. ty of the C11-3 crew. With 
concurrence from the 2A) CT', the AD,  R's proceeded to the coast to pick 
up the U'N effort to escort them to the scene, 	n the way to the coast, 
the wingman reported ground fire, and pulled up into the clouds. No 
further contact was ever established with him, his is.t known position 
was at point E. Teh remaining AIR joined the I!Sh  chopper and its escort 
and led then back to the vicinity of the downed 01-3. The AlE departed 
the area at iino fuel and recovered at L)aNang. Later the US chopper 
recovered one of the 01-3 crew. 

U. The çlari .or further recottry of the EJSAF 01-3 crew members on 
7 Nov was aproved by the 2AD C. This effort was interrupted by the 
loss of a 11S chopper hit by AW on the way or a lurther attempt for the 
s'w personnel. Our 2nd CI1-3 also goin after the C ew of our downed 

01-3, was diverted by the 1-IC-54 to the USN chop:.er. This was to pick-up 
the two TS crew members remaining from a recovery effort cut short by 
fuel. )ur C11-3 had to dump fuel to pick up the U;N poeple and then was 
unable to proceed for our own per on el. Escort and hih-cover forces 
h 	inuficient fuel to renain for any further effort at that time. 
Suspension was reconended and cocurred with' by the 2AD C. 

2. (U) carter han told me that he believed the odds were against Oak 
Lead's survival, Put because of the sighting of the canopy, the flight 
being in cloud, the thickness of the cloud deck and the dispersal and 
confusion in the flight itself, he believed it possible for Oak lad 
to have gotten out sucOeSsfully without beini seen. For these reasons 
he decided to make the electronic search. had he not 'nde this decision 
none of the later events would have taken niace. 

3. (U) The route planned by the AIR pilots and search area were not 
known to harbor f,W or AAA. It was not cor.sidered and unusual risk mission. 
I agree with this from the known defenses of this area at that time. 
Perhaps if the route had been flown as planned the unfortunate incidents 
might not have happened. 

4. (U) Had the HC-54 reported the cOordii ates of point 0 to the TACC 
the last leg of the route of the followjr S..R effort for the first AIR 
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would have been from the west rather than the southwest. The efl.ect 
this variation'si.tht have produced would be conjecture. In all probabi-
lity, if the TACC and the ki.owledge at' that t., me of tho two difrent 
positions for the downed AIR (C P, D), they would have delayed the 
dispatch of the H-3 until resolution of, the correct position. Again 
the change in outcome would be only conjecture. 

S. (C) The cancellati n by the 2AD-CP of the 1;-43's going for the 
C11-3 crews may have been hasty. This turned o.t to be the la-.-t. 1SAF 
fj art which coult have succeeded. It would have r.'ached the area 
several hours ahead of the USN (6 Nov) efiort which was successful at 
picking up one man and evading grornd fire. 

6. (C) Two AlE's rei'ained at the scene ol the dcined Ui-3 crew after 
withdrai*,al orders were received. They did so wh:ile alternately in 
coni':nication with the 111!-16 arid in the anticthation of further e14.ort. 
Had they withdrawn. one probably would not have b-en lost. The element 
leader was breed later to withdraw a1'ne over proven defenses to re-
cover at Da Nang. iLls ieadinj of the USN SAI effort to the scene 
resulted in one man' being res.ue, hoWever. 	, 

7. (C) In reviewing the decisions and actions there are errors and 
deviationb. from best and practiced procoures and tactics. Carter's 
electin to rise the initial electro ic search is probably the most 
controversial - it proved to be the trig.;er to later events. The known 
defenses and the amount of planning and briefing for the search gave 
every chance for a routine mission. As for the remaining events, I 
car ot, see that location or caliber of ground control was a ctributor 
to any malpratice. The. e may have been a hasty reversal of the  
HJi-43 resce affort by the 21\D-CP. 

8. (U) It is recommended that the SA mission in this area of responsi-
ability be run completely by single agency. 

9. (U) It is requested that the SAP mission for this area be retrned to 
us and without the restrictions rt'cently imposed (mci. 5 & 

10. (U) Thj5. Hedq.artrs has placed an unusual burden on the Director 
of Operations, he needs assistance in the manninç, of his office. 
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