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g. The plan for further recovery of the USAF (-3 crew members on

7 Nov was approved by the 2AD CP, This effort was interrupted by the

. loss of a USN chopper hit by AW on the way for a further attempt for the
USAF personnel. ~Our 2nd CH—:! also going after the crew of our downed
Ci-3, was diverted by the HC-54 to the USN chopper. This was t 0 pick-up
the two USN crew members remaining from a recovery effort cut short by
fuel, Our Ci-=3 had to dump fuel to pick up the USN poeple and then was
unable to proceed for our own per-on.el, Bscort and high-cover forces
had insufficient fuel to remain for any further effort at that time.
Suspension was recomnmended and concurred with by the 2AD CP,

2. (U) Carter has told me that he believed the odds were against Oak
Lead's survival. But because of the sighting of the canopy, the flight
being in cloud, the thickness of the cloud deck and the dispersal and
confusion in the flight itself, he beliewed it possible for Oak Lead

to have gotten ocut sucdessfully without being seen. For these reasons
he decided to make the electronic search. Had he not made this decision
none of the later events would have taken place.

3. (U) The route planned by the AlE pilots and search area were not
known to harbor AW or AAA. It was not considered and unusual risk mission,
\ I agree with this from the known defenses of this area at that time.

1 Perhaps if the route had been flown as planned the unfortunate incidents
" might not have happened.

-+ 4, (U) Had the HC=-54 reported the coordinates of point D to the TACC
" the last leg of the route of the following SAR effort for the first AlE
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would have been from the west rather than the southwest. The effect
this variation sight have produced would be conjecture. In all probabi-
lity, if the TACC and the knowledge at that time of the two different
positions for the downed AlE (C & D), they would have delayed the
dispatch of the CH-3 until resolution of the correct position. Again .
the change in ocutcome would be only conjecture.

S. (C) The cancellaticn by the 2AD-CP of the HH-43's going for the
CH=-3 crews may have been hasty. This turned out to be the last USAF
effort which coult have succeeded, It would have reached the area
several hours ahead of the USN (6 Nov) effort which was successful at
picking up one man and evading ground fire.

6. (C) Two AIE's remained at the scene of the downed (-3 crew after
withdrawal orders were received, They did so while alternately in
communication with the HU-16 and in the anticipation of further effort,
Had they withdrawn one probably would not have been lost. The element
leader was forced later to withdraw alone over proven defenses to re=-
cover at Da Nang, His leading of the USN SAR effort to the scene
resulted in one man being rescued, however.

7. (C) In reviewing the decisions and actions there are errors and
deviations. from best and practiced procedures and tactics. Carter's
electing to rise the initial electronic search is probably the most
controversial - it proved to be the trigyer to later events. The known
defenses and the amount of planning and briefing for the search gave
every chance for a routine mission, As for the remaining events, I
carnot mee that location or caliber of ground control was a contributor
to any malpractice, There may have been a hasty reversal of the

HH=43 rescue affort by the 2AD-CP,

8. (U) It is recommended that the SAR migsion in this area of responsi-
ability be run completely by single agency.

9. (U) It is requested that the SAR mission for this area be returned to
us and without the restricticns recently imposed (incl. 5 & 3),

10. (U) This Headquartcrs has placed an unusual burden on the Director
of Operations, he needs assistance in the manning of his office.

s/John R. Murphy, Brig. Gen., USAF

t/JOHN R, MURPHY, BRIG, GEN., USAF 7 Inclosures (S)
Deputy Commander
2d Air Division, Thailand
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listed in red are KIA/MIA; in blue were POW; in black are survivors,
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Rescue and SOS SEA Losses
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15 5
10 4
2
9 4
6 1
4
8 4
Jolly Green H-3 SEA Losses
. Model Date Unit Location Call Sign Pilot CoPilot Flight Engineer Pararescueman Notes
L 38th ; ) . SAR for SANDY 14 (A-1E Capt McKnight), hit
CH-3E 6 Nov 65 ARRS NVN Jolly Green 'Warren E. Lilly Jerry Singleton B. E. Naugle Arthur Cormier by ground fire. 1st Jolly lost in combat.
Acft was flying SAR mission for PREVIEW 01
i 157l Jolly Green . (EB-66C) when it went below the clouds to
HH-3E 68 NVN 20 Gregory A. Efzel David E. Holt Elwood R. Beam  Angus W. Sowell look for survivors, acft lost power due to
ground fire,
20 Oct 38th
HH-3E 66 ARRS Jolly Green  Youngblood E. Burford
helo was hit by ground fire while flying SAR
HH-3E 6 Feb 67 200 NVN 20lly GreeN  patrick H. Wood Richard A. Kibbey Donald J. Hall g:{?&‘ﬁe’;‘ for NAIL 65; crash site located atop 900

green.org/jltnc.htm
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meter karst,
While attempting to extract a Special Forces




