
6 November 1965 - 12 Februarz_1973 -- Air Rescue Service CH-3 •63 -9685 wao 
DECLis,SSIF1 Eu Ell by ground fire and crashea 40 mileg south southwest of Hanoi, North 

Vietnam, while participating in a SA R mission for a downed A-1E. The crew, 
who became POWs, were: CaptAin warren R. Lilly, pilot; First Lieutenant 
Jerry A. Singleton, copilot; and *Staff Sergeant Arthur M. Cormier, pare-
rescueman. The fourth crewman, Staff Sergeant Berkeley Naugle, flight 
rmchanic, was successfully rescud on 7 November 1965. 

• While in captivity, SSgt Cormier And A2C Black were offered and accepted 
battlefield commissions by the senior POW officer for their actions as POWs. 
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cl 	 1 , !11 	:r ;.1:I IL.. 

II e had descended Into the area \\ here  ‘k.e 1 ■ ere Ntirroed been, the tertain %). mud ha: 1)0.11 
almost at „ ea le% el, \\ e should  hake still been out 	4:111 

1. it turned out. the nit\ \ ship provId111.! tic \\ 1th  radar vuidance lo the dokk ned plane's position \\ as  
oft it's assigned course. I his had consequent1). sent 1.1•; rurther \orth than V■ e .1101Ild hake been. 
miles stqlth ■ %.„.• ■ 1 I 1,11101. In he  e\ a ct, 

\ burst ot li,keis dud ormor pick:111 ,2. sheik began tedrin.z thiough the floor .iround me and up into 
the erunnes that v1/4 ere mounted o\ erhead on nip oi the helicopter Fuel and oil lealon;2 trout the 
danidged engines poured into the cabin (lithe helicopter and caught lire The k‘iitd Nom in 	ii  
through the open door dnd I'dots \\ intim\ s s,\\ hied  the lire around in a hellish Firestorm inside the 
helicopter. NIk tirsl reaction k.‘ as to erab a tire extinguisher. 

Just then the pilot kelled (her the radio' 	111(F ()OILS A RO I OR BL A DI ”. "RA 	OF " 

Is \II 	'NI\ intuit reaction \\ as  that ol sheL I did 1101 \\ ant  to hid out but I loic..\\ I had  no 
ci it cc 

Reaching the tinor I hesitated I had trained on the use oh parachutes. but I had ne\ er made a real 
rump. eke'', 	 len" .1101 - t. What lithe can:.ilit me') I tt 	tt cartnu eit han clothe-; and \%e 
carried no identitication except for a ( 	 kin ennon Card '1 hat North \ ictnam refused to 
reeournie. \\ &told die\ treat me like a spv? lielo‘k me I could see the parachutes ()I' the other crok 

members alreadk floating dok‘n through :ome pull\ clouds (her near the enent\ camp. 

\\ hat  seemed II 1.,:e 	eternitt had been milt an instant. Then 	 si 

	

(..ce,sion \\ a Made  1 .01 .  MC 	he .411 
gallon auxiIiar 	itel tank exploded_ spra\m12 me ■\ ith burning fuel dild Iticlok at the ',Mile 11111C. 
hia bAnki. MC OW !lie I Well e.lfiit I duol. 

k , iii surprtse. I lOnnil in scli ( nulling under the heneoptel. being dragged along \\ ith  it. m 
spiraling death title 1(1 the combination or mx \\ c.Ight and the mice oldie 
explosion. rri .x safety harness's leash had extended to lk lull lellVth. 

1%..:11 -ell and Furnblin;:... I hurried to undo the sale! harness's quick release. Where k\ as II? It had plIlled 
up tinder in; NtIrl I 1:11 and hack est, I clatt ed it out from under the tests and pulled it open. I hen I 
\\ as  iinaIt\ liii I mfl1 Free 	fireball that had been 111 helicopter. 

\\ tile  r;I mi l p.._! 	'\t rd the ground I groped -Lit in\ parachute's I)-ring and waited ti ir the 
opening .Thoet; \ (hk 	tilaneing tlimn at the It-ring I ';1\\ I had  bare! \ pulled the D - ring. In 
linstranon I ■ ankt..sil the l)-ring complctel \ tree ol the parachute an ■ I tossed II m 	ir ;Is 1:1,Itild. 
\ most IMIlielh ■ ilek I tell the hieca 1 11112 Ope11111:2 shock. !No\\ 	\\a t1oatin (1011 II rt) 	hat? 

khlkOLI 1, i1rds ata\I SZM the helicopter's Inneral p\ re in the rice paddies near a 
large \ Wage. On the other side 'tithe rice paddies. I sa\k a hied \Iv klreted nngie and SOIlle large 
rugged hills I ;11 ,41 S;111t o k,TC\A Mellther, C;IIMpleS drOp11 .11111 into some cloud banks. I iie er sak‘ 
them again. It suddenly da tied on me. I )tie to m \ getting hung op under the ,tirerall. I had been 
carried litrthei \ from the enem 111,111 lit ihc 11)(1 11121 I tt  ould land er ■ the itingic 
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,,,,,,,, 	iJii 	in in,, rin,.1, 1 1,;1 1  to lOot 	 otoit 	ts,\ 
tun t...ral p\ le  I 1401 lull ti 111\ paraChtlle halne:■ s. I notiCed that nearly% \\l a  pa \ ed ii tad aild ;.1 vlbec. 

and on that mad \A ere II \ e trucks loaded \\ tilt  N o rth Vietnamese soldiers, 

I took oil, tinning through the brw,h era \\ hn2. and  scrawl -dm:2 on in\ hands mid knees. 1 he bustle ,. 
kept eatehm.,..! on me so I shed e\ erything hut in' shirt. pants and sal'111al laaCt. kehind ne could 
hear the min\ -.1)010111 ,2 a the lladed Into the brush oho me. I hail no donhi the\ kne\\ I \\ as  there. 
I headed lot the Ituwle Nut the ‘..lietro, had ,..poned nic a nd \\ etc  „hoo Hui, 01 me and 11.11111Illt; ill 11 -11 
dIret:11011 	pnn k•ACIIIIk.' the emer 01 the itinele I 11101ed as Iasi 	 Into the itulille not even 
coustilerum.! the dan..2.121 . 	t.naLes and all oldie othet thl!iie I CoUld Filth tuutu 	I dld tntsLC the t.:11% . 111\ 

.,12atti.1)ta I conkl 1thl hear thern shouting to one ,mother and hacking at the brush 

I putt reachiiit.! the hasc ot a steep I.500 kw! hill I had spotted. I decided climbm?2 to the top ot one 
in - them \\nuLl  he the hest 'hint:. I ei ■ uld th. Fhat \\ a\ th c cnem\  \\ „HILL not  hu it hk: it  1611,,,, In\ 

 footsteps as cacti\ there on the cione,-: and rocks, I ktie1% 111101,1Llh fl1 tunnitt . thatit I \\ 	ettInt! In 
L'Aq l'esCned. it \ otild be easier hit a resole direr:ill to spot me up on the hill. tattier than in the dop-ze 
tangle. 

. after 	in\sell up a cliii\\ hilt' the lirtish eimtinued 	■.:Ikt\\ and  seratch m \ lace .ind 
arms. I reached the highest point of the hill. I hen I ri..‘ali/cd the\ had me cornet ed. I had picked a hill 

,1.02 1.,„2  ihere 	i a SheCI-  C111 .1011 the other side, 

could not 	11 here e\cepl hack dm\ n the lull lino the client\ 's aims. I finally Comic.; a •srlaCe 
1-4.1\\ eella  couple oldie higizesi rocks and cra\\ led  in. I hat \\ as  0! 	11 ola sudden. I 1\ as CXIlatIsted 
_Just could not tlt.) MI. I needed to rest and think. I shi' erect. I eouldn't help lecling that I \\ as  going to 
Ile captured or killed at an ■ time A Ilet a couple id deep breaths 1 started to eonsider the sitniii ion and 
take in\ e nt o r\ 

lire lust thing I noticed \\ as  ni\ pants \\ ere  et Oh no. I had \\ el  in\ el \\ idiom  know mg it. but 
\\ orse. no\\ that  I had a moment to think. I round that in rp„ ...ht le.e \\ as  akThing. thp,hhin,L.1, 5\\CllhuiL  
mid tieltiw2 stilt I had burns oil the arms and right side of m \ Lace. all the areas that \\ ere  not Co\ ere,' 

m \ short lee cd sliirt to .  (light helmet lite htutt \\ ere  also hurtirw. He area behind In\ right 
knee was uellinL.2.111 ,21c1 all the time and taming dark from the internal Needing caused hi a 
eontiKion. ntiictltinu must ha\ e hit in\ lc \\ hen  Mc Mel tank exploded. 

\I1O\ e me. I could see Air I.orce and Na\ \ rescue birds 11 .,...ing 	1110/ \\CR' ktokjtie dr u. tile\ 
11cre lak11112. 'Ica\v ground lire. ,ind another til.\ raidei clashed I mall\ all alrerall departed the area. 

leallied that it I \\ :1%,  lint reened . theIC \\ as  no \\..1\ 0111 IWas staTollnded 11\ sohthiei s with the chill' 

I had no 	atei. rOltd. tu-  mtuelial ,upphes, 	,:heath kink: had disappeared. eitlici during bailout Or 
1% hlte running through the jungle. I had Old\ a lin\ elgarellt" and M.\ /inpo lighter. ht the stir\ I\ al 
est I lOund a I I 	4 ,ur\ 1\ al 1-,klio 	t least ii . it \ o rk s. CI hey \\, et c  not kn o ‘‘n Lu be  \.er\,, 

depend:111101 oil1 be able to call lot -  help 	\ plane comes Into rt11111%! later 

I settled down beiween the rocks ti.x mg to i,,Jet %'01111011ahle and calm in\ Her es. I listened iti the 
enein\'s shouts and the noises the \\ CFC  111:1I<II1L! hi dawned on me that they might He nsing nie ii 

lute tn more rectie atrerall tusl so they eon:. 	thzII dm\ 11 1, , 	II 1\ tifildn't be the hist lime 
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I ..yuld 	 dom., .Ivioia 	. . 1 pi 	 I I .teaid how 

111011her. 	tik0 Il1t)1V2111 al 1 0111 	de and kids \.\ ILA 	!Ile\ 	 I (WWI 

lt.:111111. \Vital \ 	Ittlil 1111)11C11 	ti e\ 1-01111(1 

I I 	sun set and 	.74tti euld 1 did not reitli/e it. but I must 1 -ta\ e dozed oil'. ‘ttitl,dtn11\ a\\ 	I 
thotti.:.111 I Iteatil a sireri blo\\ in 	in the distance. \\ hat  \‘'.1.s goitoz.loil'.' I )id that Illeillt ,-sorne t$1 tun - 

otrplanes \\ elk.. in the area" It did! I sp0(10.1 I \\ 	\ \ )(2(:. Ileitt I I 11:: I() \ ',11(k 111c co;i 	1 he \ Hop,: he 
,4)rric 	 !Hi \skin 11w- ilk:di\ I gol m\ 111{( - 	radio imt will \e"all ecillmc. 'a 

help, ( )ne olthe pI,nie •ns ■Aered. I could not riche; c ii . I he radi o  \\ 	0 1 

(iiie in the pilots astl.',.. ■ 1 tile tOr in\ it:col:minim code \\ olds  In make sure 11 \\ a.: nom an enem\ usiito 

the radio 1 spoke the coLIe ■\ olds lino the radio and \\mted. Ana  the pilot Lltecked \\ 	KIN( iii  

`.taiv.on to \ Lill% 1111 	 Ittld inc help \\ ould  be coming. 1 \\ arnctl  hint it the 1s11 -$1k.. Quoit\ 
trap. 

I 1 -1:21.11•CLI \Mee 	 dark ,111\ I e.eiIe;111C1111 1 1 	ou Id not ht.: made until the tie t morniro2 
because at dus tulle 111011 11ilmtsIt ■ ci Nulth VICIth1111 	erc not heitmm 	uthortied. 

■. 1 , 111d !let kleter1111111.2 e\;IC11\. 	 Ilt11\ Jise the ellet11\, 	 flu\■ ',111t1 heit I ottild still 
he:1r murk: td .  their N. tuces and n o iscs \1Y \ -1- 16 had guile Llo\\ n \+tili he helicoptei so the umik 
weapon I had \\.tis a -it\ ',hot Iv\ 	LT that \m 	a multit ude id eruitm 	i th \K-47s. It 
‘kotild ha\ e been useless to put up an\ resistance dihe enern 	 it)1 .  inc 	ill-a\ Cti tO lie 
re•l• Iled 

intik' net tell \\ h;i1 time it was. 1 then realized I had also iot mY \\ Hs ( watch \\ 1th  its 
e ■ pandahle hand. sometime during the bailout. possibly IrOnl the openinu shock of the parachute. I 

was too seared to slet.p. hut couldn't help ttoddin oft. Why couldn't I nisi \Ntike up and find this Was 

ill jitst ci had di edm .ifid that I \N:IN still hack at site 36. 

Then. oil' In the diret_tion ()COIL- coast I I 1 a I'd 1;1 1111 I izt r rotor blade iiiimec. 	here the\ were some 

helicopters. \Vac the\ ours or \ temarriese? It 1 ■ tl , still itchi I t.11 -,11Thetl in 	I *(. - 4 radio :12:1111 dlltl 

tried to make eontact ■ \ ith the helicopters,. Success! the\ \\ ere  !\ti\ v ea 1■ 11 .1L1 IlellOtplerN I lle\ mlii 
inc that 1101tel -  111/ 1)01 . 1 \\ cts011  it -  \\ dV. I he 110110 (TA IS\ surprke the CIle111\ and create 

a di\ ersion. l'lien the helicopters would approach al`.. arca Crom lhe 011I side so he citent\ would not 
s;ec Ihem until the last moment. 

	

\ 	-1 	\t hoc titratin,. 

!heir ;tiro:Alt 1;111(.16112 and 

position 11L.?,lits OIl •ii(1 ilIi IV ,  

al11.1C1 cutiemmiurim . 1 1 1 .0k:et:de(' 

hI 1 1 0M1)i mi ds.drale the 

enc.,.m\ iv:leers \vere 11\ nu! 

in hOth directions. 

\A hen the enem ■ 's attention 

seemed to he (11 -...0\ II to ale 

A I 	arid the eacuinti tire 

e.i.uidu 	imsl ichii  
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2-, ■_‘tiers., I lic\ 
\a\a Ktn  

telicopters similar to our 
oll \ ireens. e\cept 

\ ere normalb. equipped 
\\ ith  siinar used h\ ilk. \a\ \ to seareli hr sullinartnes ;Ind had die eic\\ (him 	tht: rkiar 

*I he ',;ea King hi:hi:oilier. wele heading diiieil tor Inc hut could not see me because ol the darkness 
as id the bilish. I lie\ radioed to me ;Ind asked Inc to gr\ c them some type olsignal I remembered ni\ 
tippo Ii hier and told them this \\ as  all I had on me. The\ told me one 	them would pop np from 
behind the cliff just long enough kir them to spot iny light and hoist me up I he :said to hurr\ 

hecatise ir the enern\ spcitled us and started tiring. the would ha\ e to lea c because they did not 
ha \ e enough fuel left to remain in ille 	or a second try. 

file ( -)I the helleoplels eased loWdrkl ii hideolit. I nipped open my 	110.111er. It lit on the first 
try' use helicoptei positioned its sell 	use and then I kkilS iii the 11 ■Akt sline bong pulled iipwaril 
while the helicopter 'little(' back and up. until out ol sight of the enem ■• 

I e\ petted enCI111 ground lire lo come in our di reef Ion at an\ second. hut it ite\ er came. I 	w as 

pulled into the helicopter. One of the crew members mohoned me to go Ion\ aid. While limping 
lowdrds the friml ol the helicopter, all ol'a sudden I k\ as looking down at the grolind rushing post far 
helm\ 

1_,:nci I linind omit that to prepare the helicopter for the long Illi1111. 1\ ith is limited fuel eapacit\ The 
crew had 'Inuit:di\ remo\ ed the sonar set and the antenna from the floor so as to reduce weight and 
drag. I his had lett a large hole_ appro.\ imatel ■ three Ret\\ ide  in the middle of thc helicopter lloor 
into \\ Inch  I allnosl fell. Once again. I had been ca \ ed from possibl ■ tatting to in \ death. h\ hue. 

t poll eaChing the Istini oi the helicopter. I found an empt\ seat and noticed a Illerni0', 	ing neark\ 
I strapped ril \sell ink) die seat_ picked up the thermos and found it \■ &, 11111 ol coliee. I itiimediatek 
drained i lo the Iasi drop. Short 11. one or the pilots told me that 	a', thirst\ he \\ mild  share his 
ei nice \\ ith  Inc. I thanked [an and told him I was sorry. but there wa1/4. no coffee 101 to share. Ile 
turned, looked at me and Just smiled. 

Alter a while we finally slipped (wet -  the coast line. lite pilot told everyone Mat reaching Me aircraft 
Carnet InClepenklence wis ,t-1,0111 ■2 lo be a close call because the ■ had used More net than e\peeted. 
use aircralt can ler \\ as  now heading South hound on its assigned route_ ino\ III uwa ■ frOill us. '1 he 
longer we new the ithire the crew and I Worried. \Ve euttld not see the carrier and the cneines had to 
he running on fumes. 

Suddenly one of the crew spotted a ship In the distance. but i \\ as  one 01 our destroyers not the 
carrier \\ e needed  kir landinL2. 'Hie destroyer in liwnied the pilot that the\ had a diesel refueling hose 
lOr small ships but there was no landing pad or other space k\ here we could land on the destroyer. I 
thought to in\ sch 1t least it \\ as  there ifwe had so abandon the helicopter. 

\II i n' a •aiddel l s0 111 CO VIC suggested thin Mc\ could use the personnel hoi s t t o  NH the ile,aro\. e r's 
refueling hose up into the helieoptet I hen pump enough Inel Imo Me helicopter's (net lank lo allo\\ 
Its  to reach the airerall cart ter . 
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Ii 	:1 IIIIITI ni 	11111. 	11;iti ui 	Iiilce, 	rile 1111(11 110\ ,-. 1(14:\\ 	011'1'I 	110:111 	di,. 

hile Line of the helftopter's ere\\ members  pulled the refueling htise up 1\ 1111 1.11C fe ■ L'UL• 

110k1_ 1 . 1101 	 111C1 into an opening the had made in a tank. 

	

opening. the \\ intim\ s and door the •urflo\\ through  the helleoplel 	 •in\ dangerous. 

e. fumes oin Lit the helicopter. 

Itta u tieluuin.\\ c proceeded. \\ 'Mom lurther incident. en-rome to the aircraft carrier 

landing on the earner. I\\ as  thanking the ere\\ of  the helicopter \\ hen  I l'eallied e‘. erwlic o n 

the deck ot the aircraft carter L\ as tutIuin at uiie I\\ as  a dill 	 \\ ere  singed 

;old torn. hut that \\ as  not \\ hat  the\ \\ ere  staring at. It \\ as  the fact that the had lust rescued a 

night L.Te\\ member  out of North \ id Nam diessed iii ,:hort slee\ ed \ than shirt and pants 

I LA as numedialek taken to the carrier's stek ha\ for nealment of in\ hum, ,ind Oh: contusion 01 rit\ 

right leg. I \\a iold I olidd iii it Irtss 111\ Mission \\Jill  all\ one and a guard was. assigned to make 

sure I LIRIn't talk to att\ one ahout in\ mission or \\ 11\ I\\as  dl'essid in \ than clothes. 

I la\ Intl 1(0 track of time I cannot rememher e\aetki ho\\ long  I Was ill ski. ha 	uuiictinic lalci 

\\ as  Summoned to thc operation ,  center of the carrier \\ here  I \\ as  dt.shriefect dhow the laded resent: 

alle.M01 and Mk suhsk..quent rescue I lle\ \\ anted  e\ er\ last detail, such as. \\ hat  I sa\\ \\ hat  I heard. 

and e\ en/thing that had happened frotn the beginning to \\ hen  the helieopter lin:illy picked me up. 

It \\ as  then I buinkl out. dhow the radar ship helm!. off c ourse and e v i e th ■■ here \\.e 	1\ hen \\C 

\\ etc  shot do \\ it  in North \ Tetuan, \lso. that out oh a total of eight erc\\ members  shot do \\ dnring  

tha t mi ss ion I\\ .1. the Link one iescued 

l'illall\ . after hours oldebrielingI \\ as  told that I could no\\ start  eating in the slup's cho\\ 

1k:comp:lined h\ np, guard. I armed at the dim\ line. I took a Ira\ and got into hue \ nh 	One 

eke. I et)Ultill ' l belleVC the :._2.0oLl smells coming from the •alle\.. 

Since aria\ m ..g iii i dorut I Italian(' I had not had an th i ng hu t ra t ions . rum (lewd ets . an d o iho  rood 

prepared :40 hadk ..‘011u ould pit hahl\ refuse to eat an\ of it at hi rine. 

11 hen it \A as iii' non. the cook plopped the higgest steal, I had e\ Cr seen iou II1 \ Ira\ , I Inns' ht1u e\ 

110/en \A 1111e slar1141 	it 1 he cook :!ot Inv attention h\ asking "\\ hat's the matter. isn't that enough." 

and b ■..fore I conld rept\ . he plopped another steak on Ill \ tra\ \rgumg \\ tilt  him \\ as  useless. 

0'11.10(.1\ \\ as  1:11101111u and he \\ Mild  not take the second steak hack. 

.\tieu ettiuuu the re-a of m ■ meal. and looking for a place to sit. I \ as told h\ a niessL..nger that I \\O 

....uppor;ed to take tiu tra\ and report back to the operations center. 

I Pon dirk 'mg, ‘k a , t o ld th a t \\ lithe  I a t e my  m eal I k‘a., ;loinu to bC dChrtt.:led ;Wain. lhie \ 	OHM 1101 

C' Li) ICI me COI MN meal in peace. l'he\ had a thousand ue\\ questions. ['Mall\ the\ told me that I 

\\ as  :,..1011141 lo he Ncin 11\ plane to `,.,ngort to he debrielL:(I once again 11\ the \ui I kq -k.'e I ll)s. there. 

I aiivow,i ;1 ■\ a lcd I lie chaticc to he eatapulte I oi .1 of a 	re,--iwu plane. hut the idea of vet anothei 

dehneling took mo s t or the run out oh ii . 	DECLASS(Fit'D: 
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.1 I \\ 	 plop di 1\ en. \a\ \ ei ■ itrier plane arrt\ ed I \\ 	Hid hi II 

ihill \A a, L ,_iang to hike ine to San.....on 

\\ hen  n \\ 	11111e tI 	ei 	n bodrd the s-2. I ttin1 that the psener 	;11!-.111 1,1L.01 	Ille 	and 

\\ hen  \ ou \\ etc  it 'Id to prepdre br launch tor solet\ reasons. \()1.1 \\ ere  suppi+sed hi put \ilin head 

heh\ een \ ota knees 

\I kind 'at \ 	I0iiS ot the pl,me sot:Kiting ink. the ea ;111L.'r 1)::111,2 1:1111 1 l111:(1 1;111 11110131_11 III\ head, 

I Ile pkIIIC' ■ 	:Nalti to miblein 1111!.., 	i14,pit routine or them and the had never had a pit themn 

all being catapulted orld carricr. 

I he pilot started the engines lieu he ran them up to lull power I he airi.rall suained and shook an 

wi.L ■ 111(.1 1101\ II1C\ 	CR' .I.21)11•1u. to catapult us ()lithe carnet. Then all ill a sudden the enunte outside ot 

iii' \\ nkt 	toried to hael,fire and couch. helehing om black smoke. I lust I Were i'll1i 10 

ilid 	III the c■ Ce;111. I alrn,, ,a lost It! 

NIV 	4:ti 	Cre alread\ shot. 1)10 thank goodness the pilot NiliadtM II Ilie ciiiie 	nd the Lattipult 

L:te\\ palled  i tin tiekninchel 

the same ila\ . \\ 	llo\\ n b\ helicopter. met .  to the Orkkan\ . a stilallet aticialt carnet then 

launched ii anodici plane and flo\\ n to  Sangon. 

I pon .iriiti it Ion oii \hut all base. 1/4,aigon. \l ■ plane \\ as  met b\ ail policemen \\ ho  escorted rne 

to the licadiniailers Nuildine NNIlt:Ist: I \\ as  told 111;11 the\ \\ ere  \\ 	(IChlik:11 -11C acaiii I. '1)011 

:111i\ al ,if the room t' l ieie the (ICI'I'lertiTS \\ ere  1N ■ 11111-1.2. 	 \\ 11\ ll1)11 . 1 \ oil'IASI ',11\ lie\,11 	or .1 

0111101 (1k:1 ) 1k:1111 .c ,  

I he debriefers e\p1;iined that c\ er\ time I had to repeat the experience I could pi ...still\ remember 

something oh importance that I had not offered belore. so I ‘k V111 1.111010211 another lonv, dra\\ n out  

&briefing 

During the time I Wati 	I 1 LY. LiChrle It.'d someone asked me hilly lam!! \ lino\ I had been rescued. II 

\A as then. like a big rush oleold air. that it came to INC thin no one had e\ en mentioned m ■ Guild\ 

hen , ' 	e\ er\thun2 happennui, so Cast. I had not asked about nod vinv them I kn,...\\ the\ \\ ouid  

be on 'L.& 

told th,ti the\ llid immedtaiel ■ oil a telegram to m \ 	. SI11111 ,_! that I had been shot do\\ ii  

and \\ as  deelared Missinv. in Action. but there was a possibilit\ that I had been resoled and that 

Ilinher word \\ mild  he lorthcoming. Nt one rit..'“:111 at the debneling kne ■1/4 II 	r;initIV had been 

!told -led that I had been rescued and \\ as  in good health. 

I he 7th Air lotee Coinmander asked me to l'ollo\\ him  to his office. In hi, ollice. he immeditttel\ 

placed a phi , ne call to in\ parents. 

\\ cre 	\ ,tirpt keit .ind hallo\ . \iv \\ 	:is 11(11 I10111C. She hail been ha\ mg a real bad time of 

11 ;Ind had gone to het ehara to talk \\uh  i priest \\ ho  spoke Ipailish Hoping that he \\ mild  pra\ tor 

me ■■ ith her. 
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DECLAS6ir 

1111.111k2 11‘.)\1 	 \ ■ 11C11 f11V parents told lier or die phone call 

\ Iter hours of th.:brieling I 	IinalI l'CleitSCil, I could go \\.lrere I pI'a't.tI ihc dim\ hall. 1)0411 

‘1114:1%.! I still had ;ill air policeman escorting me so I :mild not disclose aiv tit the 
detin Is of - ‘,hat ham-wood 	\\ here  I \\ as  It om to an reporters or am one eke 

kk lienIhclithIlilr.111011 	d.•reicaed In Ilk: 110\ • •Cr1ICC .71. Ihetcre f1il mId lI1 reetie attempt had 
ocenrred in \ orth \ ret \am and one cre\A member had been resoled Some or die stories c\cnsiMed 
it \VA ,: A 11 .1101 111:11 had been reseiled. 

he tie\ davI ■ as put on a -I 	1)CII11.1 used as a couriel plane bei\ ■ cen all the bases in south I ast 
\sia area and 	n lacL to ni \ detachment in I diom rhailand. 

1 here I ■N 	\ en a ‘AcCI.C114.1 	re•I & idt1 \MIMI Olen :1••112,11C(1 tooil 11C\\hiihit  Crel\ 1 .01 -  the I .C•1 )11 
Ili\ Will Of &AI\ 

I lie re :s1 (11 I1) CeC 	110 \\ CI  C on hoard 	ith Inc \ hen \\ 	 do‘\ n. spent the IICN I 	CI) 
\ ear', it s  prisoners 	th e  I Lanni I Illton. I I1C \ 	CR: 	I \ released on \pill I. 	ihler the cease 
lire had been signed in Pat is. 

'stars (\:.. Stripes mil,. 	 in 

ti 
Rettitai In 14c ■ eue Slories 
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kiISSIONS 	NUMBER OF SORTIFeS(ARS) OBJECTIVES TYPES AND NR 	ARS MENWIA 
AELKEL1911_ 1A. MTh 

38-1110-6  Nov 65 4 1 F105 Pilot 1 Ch4C 	3 NIA 1 WIA 
2 Al! Pilots 
4 - CH3C crew 
4 SH3 crew 

38-1111-7 Nov 65 1 1 A4C Pilot 
38-1114-8 Nov 65 71 106 Bt1 Cu* 
PROV 1-1-14 Nov 65 5 Acrid, Viet. 
384138-17 Nov 65 2 1 F8E Pilot 
384141-18 Nov 65 3 1 F105 Pilot 
7-671-21 Nov 65 2 UN K C-I23 
38-1167-26 Nov 65 2 6 CRIB crew 
38-117448 Nov 65 2 1 F8E Pilot 
38-1188-2 Dec 65 4 2 748 crew 
38422045 Dec 65 3 1 F105 Pilot 
38423640 Dec 65 2 1 F105 Pilot 
384239-21. Doc 65 3 I F105 Pilot 

*Battle Field Casualty evacuation. 

31. Key personnel assigned. (U) 38th Air RASO= Squandron 

Col Arthur W. Beall 
Lt Col James L. Blackburn 
Lt Col Donald F. Karschnsr 
Maj Franklin H. Roberts 
let Lt James R. Haug 
CVO W-4 Earl A. Wilson Jr. 

• Commander 26  
Operations Officar 
Chief JSARC 
Chief of Maintenance 
Supply Officer 
Administrative Services Off tear 

Dot Pray First, 38ARS, Cam RInh Bay AB, RVN Cape Richard C. Pfadaehaur, 
Dot 2 $  38A2S, Takhli AB, Thailand, Capt Edwin, J. Christy, Cmdr 2/  
Dot 3, 38ARS, Ubon AB, Thailand, Cape Henry P. Fogg, Cmdr 27c 

md r 27 Dot 4, MARS, Karat AB, Thailand, Cept Jerome R. Luttinger, 
Dot 5, sans, Worn AB, Thailand, Major Baylor R. Haynes, Cmdr 27 

 Dot 6, 38AR3, Bien Hoa AZ,- RVN, Major Maurice C. Kessler, Cmdr 29 
Dot 7, 38ARS, Danang AB, RVN, Major Charles E. Hamrick, Csdr 48 

 Det 9, 33ARS, Pleiku AB, RVN, Capt Richard R. Cowles, Cmdr 27  
Dot 10, 38ARS, Bien Thuy AB, RVN, Capt Ervin L. Schaefer *  Cmdr 30  

cmar 27 

26 Atch 1 
27 AtCh 3 
28 Atch 3 
29 Atch 8 
30 Atch 9 

12 
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b. Major Lou Gang, OIC . .ot the AIE detachment, was in ay TACC 0 t 
5 Nov,• when Oak ..Lead Was;doened2.1 :- fle - "planned Ihislxoute. ,.(map7incl t  7), to 
the aeal‘c.h &re& avX'dn no ii 4411.10;aceC__da-f•11-Sle.s.. 	4.searrix.  pas 
planned for, the - lothi'asaoimr7.:saieep-t biktareeU,pointa 	was withdrawal 
on th•44ii-etri4.1.on i  route. the Ilearch was dependent on- lau;  uneventful 
couplet! oiz !Ofhis 	 7XLa Si 36 o Atit:pm 
and the weather.' If 'We:iv-airy:id a 7gb", 
within 1500'....A3L‘ iii theySAM_ ,.axita.;He 'liras Passed word froin.  sti;le TACC at 
0930 Local Vial the 4i:fatter _appiared . gd and tha 2proceed on the_ search 
at 1000 local. 

c, On the way into. the search area, t4aj Gang's wings:en was shot 
down by AW fire. This 'was 'reported,by ttaj . .iGanq .  to be at 
thought he was south 'Of. course and bad turned: .?iFire7-to the north and 
descended to 200 feet ithile_crosaing a lcsc;,flat area - (inCl. 4) . . Naj 
Gang reported . a 9opir.chUt•L'abO4t 0117,eiS.8.0ik  AW p.asrii.con. and. the 
pilot OK in"a riCe.:pidtlyV.:71t,..̀ was to this point , , that yAX thought thought 
they were sending Ale 'XesCUe —choppet fox the 	 . 

d. The HC-54, working as control saxi radio relay .  with Maj Gang 
on his electronic search *  was orbiting in - the vicinity of SAM Tar, s.ir- 
field in Laos. The ticticts "ea.s 'unable to DME."Maj . Gangts IFF as . he orbited 
the downed A-3E, 	 F-4 9 •ho . itere orbiting and hau3 
Mad Gang in sight;:,,./t,was to this point, D, that  the  HC-54 directed 
the CH-3  chopper, -A-l'aiiort and the high cover for the intended rescue 
of the downed Ala. .(The difference .between points C..& D . was not known 
at the TACC at this time. The HC-54 reported only the azimuth and 
bearing from his position).  It  was it  point  D that the CH - 3 was shot 

oRi 64-"i8L L -t i 441 	 - 
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tL dame .  by small arms. iar. ANA  !ire. .T.  Ille.tctnrop ,..SAA.A113,1a . M1.4.,ch had...been .. ect  
-  ..ipa.ititig- 1.tite --CI:tapper; Wait 1 -of.ted,..)2. 7 11:3!4." ItD. „: T.'14c_ i :ail reporied   
four  :  btio4 chstiallgrict. ".., the . cboPp-ekk,:beepir and .iitiicer,ccsifict a)  and'  

:., 
 

no ground fire; „.TheY save coordinates idhch`cciiiesporded to point D. 

	

er %-.., ...,-:  ..1 -^Trv■ct -No!=iti:an, 	-X:a;
- ;': 

• • • c.  13y  TACC,aCjitiabled . 23'is,, from .1.13106 to attempto t pfck 	. 
- up tha a1-3 crew. '(The TACC'pltoPie *ere' of the belief there were not 
• -two rescue rm,F4remetn. 	%v., ,T1le,CH73 carew.,ato poio..1.14 ...tusdi  the .A.113 Pilota  

at point li . ..1TM , 	. Co.  rrelTa.tions  of-lh-e13TA 	h . tornitt eo  043 1 0 Slid; the Ituel.'... 
'esstiti.sing for1.11).W.Foyer,--. ind-  catist iiitecar5t, _ Wait 1  good. viiiit: it 'Of :Minnie* 

after she -s'crisabl e of -  :the. p-f-43 *i .e.. -. le1111 *,.. 9'44 rokalfd`ft:tte, ree:alt of all 
.SA forces. This 'Vras passed to and iiciinolifit(4ed'h'ir ialr. lhe. ITSAA laiciaft. ..   

.. ..., 1  . f•... The USNrhowayltrp- ;through ,the ESA! #1140.., isi xtbe, GR14 ectl:leste,51 
-• - assistance for 'it relic:de 'atti.i*t*.  of ''thit ar-3- 1:hiiibik,Eiii.„.-  • The.4 11U-16— 

 = 
- '-ooiatliafed oisiAirS . Rt's' .rifill'arn,*theiTtirlenctiVoSe-it  the tif,:37C1.`int.'" With - • • -.....-, (4 • - 	0-  P 1. 	.1 ' t`' • ' 	4.  le• V. ^ 	,-• '' 

a 	
• 	l' 	) ' 	" 	• e  43 .1. 	• ' * ,.: COritiiiriiiiialf .. on the ty2AD cPJ . the *a' ipsitiCit-eit to the coast to '1r  

'the 'USN v' uP  — •,---IiirfP0  tal-eiCP* th-ii'l!; °11, 	VAPer C-4,17:3114--. Tt,-  Y- ; t12:.11- 	 . *10  tthi:Vri.41¢1M11',fek&"ia*Aind7frres,idAputpfx4crthet.fitidl. o 
I fuiibiir tooteace!Ws ever.ielifaiiiiskecrii, tehfie. iTisuitasV 	n kiio7st.  'Vol tion 
;.. was' at point'S. Teh'reaaknin sii'Alit jotted/lila USN chopper and its escort 

and led them .  back, to:  the vicinity, of the downed CH-3._ The Ala .: departed 
the area at Bingo 'fuel and nieOirered' at Daitang: '',..L.airltitti'  USN  .choPi:er 

	

recovered one of theCH-3 crew"; .."..- '-• .'`. :'''' :  ' 	 - 

	

-' ---- -''' 	-- '' 	' I 
' 

g. The plan for further recovery of the USAF al-3 crew members on 
7 Nov was approved by the 2AD .  CP. This effort was interrupted by the 
loss  of  a  USN chopper hit_ by  AW on the way Tor a further attempt for' the 
USAF personnel. Our 2nd CH-3 also going after the Crew  of our downed 
01-3,  was  diverted by  the HC-54 to the USN choP-per. This was to pick-up 
the  two  USN  crew members rentaining from a recovery effort cut short  by 
fuel.  Our 01-3 had to dump fuel to pick up the USN poeple and then was 
u•nable to proceed for our own peron .el. Escort and high-cover forces 
had insufficient fuel to remain for any further effort at that time. 
Suspension was recomraended and concurred with by the 2AD CP. ••• 	_ 	_ 	 _ 

. 	, 
2. (U) Carter ha n told me that he believed the odds were - against Oak 
Lead's survival. But because of the sighting of the canopy, the flight . 
being in cloud, the thickness of the cloud deck and the dispersal and 
confusion in the flight itself, he believed it possible for Oak Lead 
to have gotten out suctiessfully without being seen. For these reasons 
he decided to make the electronic search. Had he not made this decision 
none of the later events would have taken place. 

" 
3. (U) The route planned by the Ala pilots and search area were not 
known to harbor AW or AAA. It was not considered and unusual risk mission, 
I agree with this from the known defenses of this area at that time. 

+Perhaps if the route had been flown as planned the unfortunate incidents 
v might not have happened. 

-; 4. (U) Had the HC-54 reported the coordinates of point D to the TACC 
the last leg of the route of the following SAR effort for the first AlE 
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would have been from the west rather than the southwest. The effect 
this variation sight have produced would be conjecture. In all probabi-
lity, if the TACC and the knowledge at that time of the two different 
positions for the downed AlS (C & D), they would have delayed the 
dispatch of the 01-3 until resolution of the correct position. Again 
the change in outcome would be only conjecture. 

5. (C) The cancellation by the 2AD-C' of the H}1-43's going for the 
CH-3 crews may have been hasty. This turned out to be the last USAF 
effort which coult have succeeded. It would have reached the area 
several hours ahead of the USN (6 Nov) effort which was successful at 
picking up one man and evading ground fire. 

6. (C) Two AlE's remained at the scene of the downed 01-3 crew after 
withdrawal orders were received. They did so while alternately in 
communication with the 110-16 and in the anticipation of further effort. 
Had they withdrawn one probably would not have been lost. The element 
leader was forced later to withdraw alone over proven defenses to re-
cover at Da Nang. His leading of the USN SAR effort to the scene 
resulted in one man being rescued, however. 

7. (C) In reviewing the decisions and actions there are errors and 
deviations.from best and practiced procedures and tactics. Carter's 
electing to rise the initial electror ,ic search is probably the most 
controversial - it proved to be the triger to later events. The known 
defenses and the amount of planning and briefing for the search gave 
every chance for a routine mission. As for the remaining events, / 
canrlot 'Kee that location or caliber of ground control was a contributor 
to any malpractice. There may have been a hasty reversal of the 
HH-43 rescue effort by the 2AD-O'. 

S. (U) It is recommended that the SAR mission in this area of responsi-
ability be run completely by single agency. 

9. (U) It is requested that the SAR mission for this area be returned to 
us and without the restrictions recently imposed (incl. 5 & 6). 

10. (U) This fie;Aci,.iartors has placed an unusual burden on the Director 
of Operations, he needs assistance in the manning of his office. 

s/John R. Murphy, Brig. Gen., USAF 
t/JOI-C1 R. M7 7RPHY, BRIG. GEN., USAF 	 7 Inclosures (S) 
Deputy Commander 
2d Air Division, Thailand 
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15 5 9 
10 4 3 
2 

: 9 9 4 

6 1 

4 

8 4 1 

Model Date 	Unit Location 

38th CH-3E 6 Nov 65 
ARRS 	

NVN 

HH-3E 15 Jan 
68 

HH-3E 20 Oct 38th 
66 	ARRS 

38th HH-3E 6 Feb 67 
ARRS 

NVN 

NVN 

DECLASSIFIED 

Rescue and SOS SEA Losses 
listed in red are KIA/MIA; in blue were POW; in black are survivors. 

Dsses 

Hostile Operational Logistical Unknown 

Jolly Green H-3 SEA Losses 

Call Sign Pilot 	CoPilot Flight Engineer Pararescueman 

Jolly Green Warren E. Lilly 	Jerry Singleton B. E. Naugle Arthur Cormier 

Jolly Green 
20 Gregory A. Etzel David E. Holt Elwood R. Beam Angus W. Sowell 

Jolly Green Youngblood 	E. Burford 

Jolly Green 
05 

Patrick H. Wood 	Richard A. Kibbey Donald J. Hall 
Duane A. 
Hackney 

r- 
LASS!FIED 

Pz 

Notes 

SAR for SANDY 14 (A-1E Capt McKnight), hit 
by ground fire. 1st Jolly lost in combat. 

Acft was flying SAR mission for PREVIEW 01 
(EB-66C) when it went below the clouds to 
look for survivors, acft lost power due to 
ground fire. 

helo was hit by ground fire while flying SAR 
for NAIL 65; crash site located atop 900 
meter karst. 

While attempting to extract a Special Forces 

green.org/jItnc.htm  


