
MI S SIONS 	NUMBER OF SORTIESCARS)  0[1.77:CUNT/CS  mrs MD NR 	ALS MENWIA , 
ALLAM.I&S.- 

38-1110-6 Nov 65 4 1 F105 Pilot 1 C1i.3C 	3 MIA 1 WIA 
2 AlE Pilots . 
4 - CH9C crew 
4 SH3 crew 

38-1111-7 Nov 65 1 1 A4C Pilot 
33-1114.8 Nov 65 71 106 Bd. Cas* 
FRoV 1-1-14 Nov 65 5 Amid. Viet. 
33-1138-17 Nov 65 2 1 FSE Pilot 
38-1141-18 Nov 65 3 1 F105 Pilot 
7-671-21 Nov 65 2 UNR C-123 
38-1167-26 Nov 65 2 6 UH1B drew 
33-1174-28 Nov 65 2 1 F8E Pilot 
33-1188-2 Doe 65 4 2 ru crew 
38-122045 Dec 65 3 1 F105 Pilot 
38-1236-20 Dee 65 2 1 r105 Pilot 
33-1239-21, Dec 65 3 1 F105 Pilot 

*Battle Field Casualty evacuation. 

31. Roy personnel assigned. (U) 

Col Arthur W. Beall 
Lt Col James L. Blackburn 
Lt Col Donald F. Karechner 
Maj Franklin H. Roberts 
let Lt jamas R. Haug 
CWO W-4 Eorl A. Wilson Jr. 

33th Air Rescue Squaratron 

Commander 26  
Operations Officer 
Chief JSARC 
Chief of Maintenance 
Supply Officer 
Administrative Services Officor 

Dot Frov First, 38ARS„ Cam R:nh Bay AB, RVN Copt Richard C. Pfade0aur, 
Dot 2, was, Takhli AB, Thailand, Copt Edwin J. Christy, Cmdr 2/  
Diet 3, 38ARS, Ubon AB, Thailand, Copt Henry P. Fogg, C*11* 27dr 

27 Dot 4, 38ARS, Korot AB, Thailand, Copt Jerome R. Luttinger, 
cm 

 
Dot 5, 38ARS, Udorn AB, Thailand, Major Baylor R. Harm's, Cmdr 27 

 Det 6, 38ARS, Bien Boa AB,-  RV?, Major Maurice O. Kessler, Cmdr 29 
Dot 7, 38ARS„ Denang AB, RVN, major Charles E. Hamrick, Caldr 48 

 Det 9, 38A1S, Pleiku AB, UN, Copt Richard R. Cowls's, Cuth. 27 
Dot 10, 38ARS, Bien Thuy AB, RVN, Copt Ervin L. Schaefer, emir 30  

26 Atch 1 
27 AtCh 5 
28 Atch 3 
29 Atch 8 
30 Atch 
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b. Major Lou Gang, OIC,o4 the AlE detachment s  was in my ?ACC .= 
5 Nov when ‘pmkt;Liad was doWned.: He—Rlarined. b.iiout. L(maP7inc-1,_. ) to 
thi:jell'O *401 i44111-150c1215.)113;clinid ,  
Pl.anile4,10r, the 6th 	 eep b 	erJLon1A & a, was withdrawal 

search.Wai_dmpenclent onlfnl uneventfta..- 
coimpletioir:Of his arrborne q.ert.' c  _at JA  $&t* 36,, _lin.  ities-AM at the 6th 
and the weather.' -.If ' dbmerr.cetved .  !rgko".4  1m. was inatructmd,. to ,remain 
within isoou_lizt. lit the SW sra..He Wail Pasiiii Word from the TACC at 
0930 Local, thil . ..the vreatlairT*PPiared good and the proceed on tbs. search 
at 1000 local. 

• c. On the way into the search area v _Maj Gang!.wingman was shot 
down by AW ..fire. Thil .Ws'reported,by.ttaj,Gang to be at point .C, He 
thought he was south of Course and had -tdrited:M6re7"to tfie'nokui . :na 
descended to 200_feet'While,crosking a loW;„flat area -(inal.-  4). Maj 
Gang reported a pop4',..chUtW'i ■balt 3  i1es SE o.f the Am -  p-Oori40n. and,. T.hgt, 
pi lot 'OK in ii Cat.: p addy';.:Itws.s tothi.iykint 	that ny .(44= thought 
they were eending'''th' -restue -  cticknier for:.  the 'A=.1 pi lot . 

d. The HC-54, working as control and radio relay.  with Maj Gang 
on his electronic search, was orbiting in the vicinity of SAM TEU . air- 
field in Laos. The HC44'was'unable'to DME - Na).Ganits IFF as be orbited 
the downed A-111,'.:they -OiC1lini" I USN F-4!s.Who Wei, Orbiting . and . had 
Maj Gang in siOlt. - ,It:wis to-thii' point, D s  that the Ht-54 directed 
the 01-3 chopper s -A-l'eiCort and the high cover for the intended rescue 
of the downed ALE. .(The difference between points C.& D_Iwas not known 
at the TACC at this tine." The HC-54 reported fully -the azimuth and 
bearing from his position). It was at point D that the 01-3 was shot 

OR! k4L 

P:17;ca_ 	c 	r  

GAir-  L600 sotfrk 
4-7--•••• • 14414.11.4-64r... 

- 	•--- 	- 



[SECRET  

down by .small arma iort  fire.„ The two USAF, AlEYs which had been 
esciiking” the -chaPpmr, were Sained_).21r,1),SI.4...:;*Allit a • reported
four.' bdoit Chsetiis....tioak,thAe .chOPPeeper-,`..and .VOice,.contact s, 3  Akita' 
no ground fire. They _gave coordinates ithiCh - cbriesp-onded to poiiit.D.' 

- c„, By TACCs4aMbled - 2 HH443'a;fill*Lim*.;6tO - itte*C -teiplck 
up the CH-3 crew. -  '1The .TACC peoPIeere .  of the 4ba1ief there were not 
two rescue requireatent aar:. :The,CK,3 crew_at i poinl 	.ALLICi. the AIE pilot. 
at point B.f._ Thk, LcorreIation:  of - lb-a -137A Of-1 ,0e 	 alir 'the .fuel: 
etatning _fer7V.Arcover‘  &per caOrpftl  escort, was, good.. r  Just. .a few Jainutes 

. thft'  .iiI:C‘Cp 114'4 'kVert 11487 r@C:a.1,1: Cif all 
SAR forces'. 	 passed to and=iclatoaTedged'ty all °the ttS4 

The USI:trhowever,. throu gh,t.he
4FtgrytW.,471 ,6,4 11t_hf 511 4-24 ereciFestect 

assistance for a reacUe .4trt t' of the 
coateCted C4i111E0 juR t's 	%I* 	 -MP'"> 

With 
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 regialning'AlE jOined ritheUSN cho -pp'era:Idw ilt)°sestciOnrt 

and led them back, to the vicinity of the dned Q-'.3. The AlE,departed 
the area at Bingo "fuel' and reedvered . 	Dairang:" Later-  the USN . -Chopiier 
recovered one of the 0-1-3 cr ew.  

g. The plan for further recovery of the USAF CH-3 crew members on 
7 Nov was approved by the 2AD_CP.. This effort was interrupted by the 
loss of, a psx chopper bit by AW on the way 'for a further attempt for the
USAF personnel. Our 2nd - CH-3 also going after Vas Crew of our downed 
CH-3, was diverted by the HC-54 to the USN choPpex.. This' was to pick-up 
the two USN Crew members remaining from a recover) effort cut short by 
fuel. Our CH-3 had to dump fuel to pick up the USN pocple and then was 
unable to proceed for our own peron_e1. Escort and high-cover forces 
had insufficient fuel to remain for any further effort at that time. 
Suspension was recommended and concurred with by the 2AD CP. 

2. (U) Carter has told me that he believed the cdds were against Oak 
Lead's survival. But because of the sighting of the canopy, the flight 
being in cloud, the thickness of the cloud deck ard the dispersal and 
confusion in the flight itself, he believed it possible for Oak Lead 
to have gotten out suceessfully without being seer. For these reasons 
he decided to make the electronic search. Had he not made this decision 
none of the later events would have taken place. 

3. (U) The route planned by the AlE pilots and search area were not 
known to harbor AW or AAA. It was not considered and unusual risk mission. 
I agree with this from the known defenses of this area at that time. 
Perhaps if the route had been flown as planned thc unfortunate incidents 
might not have happened. 

4. (U) Had the HC-54 reported the coordinates of point D to the TACC 
the last leg of the route of the following SR effort for the first AXE 

I 	

— 1 SFCRF 1 ; 



1iiCPTTh  
would have been from the west rather than the southwest. The effect 
this variation sight have produced would be conjccture. In all probabi-
lity, if the TACC and the knowledge at that time of the two different 
positions for the downed AlS (C & D), they would have delayed the 
dispatch of the CH-3 until resolution of the correct position. Again 
the change in outcome would be only conjecture. 

5; (C) The cancellation by the 2AD-CP of the Hk-43's going for the 
CH-3 crews may have been hasty. This turned out to be the last USAF 
effort which coult have succeeded. It would haw reached the area 
several hours ahead of the USN (6 Nov) effort which was successful at 
picking up one man and evading ground fire. 

6. (C) Two AlR's remained at the scene of the cvmned CR-3 craw after 
withdrawal orders were received. They did so while alternately in 
communication with the MU-16 and in the anticipation of further effort. 
Had they withdrawn one probably would not have b(itn lost. The element 
leader was forced later to withdraw alone over proven defenses to re-
cover at Da Nang. His leading of the USN SAR efiort to the scene 
resulted in one man being rescued, however. 

7. (C) In reviewing the decisions and actions there are errors and 
deviations .from best and practiced procedures am: tactics. Carter's 
electing to rise the initial electroric search is, probably the most 
controversial - it proved to be the triger to 1:ter events. The known 
defenses and the amount of planning and briefing for the search gave 
every chance for a routine mission. As for the remaining events, I 
canr.ot see that location or caliber of ground cortrol was a contributor 
to any malpractice. There may have been a hasty reversal of the 
HH-43 rescue effort by the 2AD-CP. 

8. (U) It is recommended that the SAR mission in this area of responsi-
ability be run completely by single agency. 

9. (U) It is requested that the SAP mission fox this area be returned to 
us and without the restrictions recently imposed (incl. 5 & 6). 

10. (U) This He;..dquarters has placed an unusual burden on the Director 
of Operations, he needs assistance in the manninc of his office. 

s/John R. Murphy, Brig. Gen., USAF 
t/JOHN R. NrRNIY, BRIG. GM ., USAF 	 7 Inclosures (S) 
Deputy Commander 
2d Air Division, Thailand 

r' 	r) C .  
..+"" 

.• 



SECRET 
A CH- 3C had been scrambled from NakhcA Phenom to relieve the A11-43's on 
station. A CH-3C made voice contact with the downed pillt who vas able 
to direct the helicopter to his location, and the rescue technician mast 
lowered to assist the injured survivor into the hoist. . 2olloving the 
successful pickup the survivor was taken to Nakhcn Phanou where medical 
assistance was standing by. 19  

17. laaes.11101!.6 Nov k5 (S).  On 5 Nov 65 an F-I05, call sign Oak 1, vas 
missing over North Vietnam. His wingman had last seen him going into the 
clouds. The weather in the area vas rapidly deteriorating and no signals 
were being received. On 6 Nov, two AlEvs, Sandy 11 and 12, vent into the 
area to seerch for Oak 1. During the course of the search, Sandy 12 was 
hit by ground fire, and the pilot bailed out. His Anglian observed him on 
the ground. A CH-3C was scrambled from a forward site in Laos, and two more 
AlEts wore sent from Worn, but Sandy 11 was-not able to relocate the dawned 
pilot prior to his bingo fuel time. The CH-3C, Jolly Green 85, was hit by 
ground fire in the search area. The four man crew bailed out, and four good 
ehutes wore observed by their AlE escort. Voice and becper contact VAS made 
with at least one creemember, and a Visual Sighting VAS made On. another. AT 
this time, the on scene commander received a call statirg that the Navy Ad 
a helicopter enroute to the search area. TWO AlEos, Sardy 13 and 14, were 
sent to the coast to escort the Navy helicopter in, and while escorting the 
helicopter Sandy 14 was hit by ground fire. A tranamisaion from him stating 
he had boon hit followed, but there was no further contact. The remaining 
AlE and the Navy helicopter remained in the area until the helicopter had 
to depart due to fuel limitations. After refueling, thc Navy helicopter 
returned to the search area, accompainied by Navy AIR RESCAP. The AlHis 
picked up a beeper in the vicinity of the CH-3C bailout location. Soon 
after this voice contact was made and the Navy 5H3, caIl sign nimble 62, 
wont in low to attempt visual oontact. It was dark at 'tag time, but 
fortunately the survivor had a cigarette lighter which was used to signal 
the helicopter. His flash** were observed and Sgt NeugLe, a creemember 
from the downed Jolly Green 85, was picked up and taken to the carrier. 
The only injuries Sgt Naugle suffered vex* slight burrs an his hand. The 
following morning Nimble 62, piloted by Lt JC Campbell, returned to the 
search area in an attempt to locate additional survivor'. While enroute 
a Nig alert WAS received, and Nimble 52 descended to gc: between cloud 
layers at 2000 And 3000 feet. As it flew over a hole in the bottom cloud 
dock it was hit by automatic weapons fire. The fuel lines were ruptured 
and a rapid loss ot fuel was experienced fc4aing the plot to make a controll- 
ed landing  In  Nortn Vietnam. Me two Alit aircraft that escorted Nimble 62 
were also hit, however, both made it safely to Deming; 41though one aircraft 
had to make a gear up landing. A short time later anotlar Navy helicopter, 

UH-2, arrived at the landing sight of Nimble 62 and VAS able to pick up 
2 of the 4 crevmeMberi. Jolly Oireen 76, was •nroute to the bailout site of 
Jolly Green 85 when Informed of the Navy helicopter In iiatress. It diverted 

19 Append 5 page 10 
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to the Navy helicopter landing.usene And picked up the rimaining two crew-
webers. In order to hover it was necessary to dump fuel which precluded 
its continuing an to the CH-3C bailout arta. The two nary survivors were 
taken to Worn. On the morning of Nov 8, a first light search was initiated 
in the CH4C bailout area, Several passes were made and no ground firo was 
observed by the AlPs that were receiving a beeper. Boomer, as more aircraft 
entered the area to attempt to pinpoint the beeper heavy ground fire erupted. 
Two AiEts were hit and ad to withdraw; both landed safaiy at Worn. Due to 
the intensity of the ground fire, the further recovery o! survivors was 
deemed to be not feasible without additional losses. Th4 mission was sus-
pended on 8 Nov. The missing CH-3C crewmemberearo: Ca)t Warren Lilly, 
iLt Jerry Singleton, and SSgt Arthur Cormier. " 

13. 3ARS-1111-7 Vow 65 09 1,  On 7 Nov 65, Lt Cmdr Che'les Week's ME was 
hit bp ground fire while pulling out of a diva over his :argot. He immediately 
headed toward the coast, and about 12 miles out over the Gulf of Tonkin he 
ejected. The distress call on guard channel was monitorld by the HU-16 pilot 
11.t joseph Kirby, who ImMediately headed for the ball ou: site. The HU-16 
craw epotted::the pilot approximately 15 minutes later, aid noted a junk fleet 
or half mile from the downed pilots raft. The external fuel tank, were 
jettisoned, and a eater landing made. The downed pilot arks brought aboard 
the HD-16 Just 17 minutes after his distress call went out. The uninjured 
pilot wcs taken to Danang AD. 

19, 	 Nov 65 (9).  At 1230H on 3 Nov, a request for MED EVAC 
of battle casualties was received. A large scale operaCon vos taking piece 
and over 100 casualties were reported. Rescue helicoptmm trom both Bien 
Hoa and Tan San Nhut were utilised in this recovery operation that was to 
run two days. The recovery sits as a heavily wooded Jungle area with trees 
150 to 180 feet high. There were no clear areas, so all of the eoUnded had 
to be picked up from a high hover. A rescue technician iras lowered into the 
pick up point with a chain sew to meke a landing sone bul: the saw malfunc-
tioned. Of the 71 sorties flown by the N/I-43's during the two days the 
following was typical. They were escorted in by armed VH-1114 and waited 
in a high hover until the "Buoys° bad made several firing passes to supress 
VC ground fire. Thel'Husyt received bits while performing this task. When 
they felt they had silenced the opposition, the RI-43's 1MT* directed in. 
While hovering over the 180 foot tries, the rescue teahn clan lowered the 
stokes Utter threading it through the tree branches. Ms casualties were 
picked up and taken to a forward aid station, and ammunlitions and C -rations 
were taken in an the return journey. During the *course dtf the operation tho 
H1143 12 recovered fifty personnel, of whom 20 were saves 4 In addition 3 
cases of ammunition, 2 cases of TNT, 10 cases of mediae1 sup -dlies and 30 
case's of C-rations were taken into the battle area. 21  

20 Append 5 page 12 
21 Append 6 page 11 
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NARRATI-77, OF RMCUE lassIGN 

At 2250 Z an 6 November 1965, Jolly Green r6 (CH-3C) departed 
Nakhon Phanam Air Base with a refueling stop scheduled at a forward 
operating base. Jolly Green 76 refueled and cortinued on with its 
mission of attempting rescue of downed Jolly Green 85 crew lost to 
enemy fire at 0530Z on 6 November. Jolly Green 76 was escorted by 
five A-1E aircraft who were to provide cover am. suppressive fire 
power as needed. Enroute to the objective area, Jolly Green 76 was 
advised that a Navy HSS-2 rescue helicopter had been damaged by 
hostile fire and had been forced to land in hostile territory, 
Jolly Green 76 was diverted fram its original mission and proceeded 
to the area of the downed Navy HSS-2, which was about 35 miles south 
of Jolly Green 85 coordinates, thile enroute tc the area, a Navy 
UH-2B helicopter picked up two of the four downed crewmen, but being 
limited  in hovering capability at that altitude (4500 Feet ESL), 
had been forced to leave the pilot and copilot cf the downed HSS-2. 
Jolly Green 76 made their first sighting of the distressed aircraft 
While at an altitude of 9300 feet ESL, and began an immediate 
descent at maximum rate simultaneously jettisoning all auxiliary 
fuel to decrease gross weight. A Navy A-1H aircraft recommended 
a final approach heading for the pick up, and flew this approach at 
tree top level attempting to draw ground fire. There was no ground 
fire observed, so Jolly Green 76 initiated a slcw final approach 
and evaluated the power required to hover. I Hcver out of ground 
effect woUld be required, and in order to use tle least amount of 
power and avoid overheating the engines and trarsmission, the hover 
would have to be maintained in a amalliarea which put the tip path 
of the rotor 10 to 12 feet train the surrounding trees. While the 
flight mechanic operated the hoist, the copilot monitored the 
controls and engine instruments. Az the second survivor was being  
picked up, the fire warning lIght for number one engine came on As 
soon as the survivor was aboard , an immediate take off at max power 
was made, and the fire warning light went out as the airflow 
through the engine was increased. The take off and climb were 
normal and level off was at 10,300 feet. Jolly Green 76 was 
escorted to a forward operating base Where the survivors were picked 
up and flown back to their ship. 

Crew Members: 
RCC Capt Norman B. Kamhoot 
CP Capt Robert A. Ueekley 
HE T/Sgt '91liam J. ':Tarren 
PU M/Sgt 'Illiam  G. Daniels 
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was forced to designate the four men as missing in action (MLA) -- the 

at lost in the Southeast Asia conflict. 

(S) The names and the home bases, from which they were on temporary 

) Det 1, 38th Air Rescue Squadron, at Nalchon Phinom Airport, 

'hniland, of all crew members of HH-43B, 62-4510, a7e given below: 

Pilot: 	 Captain Thomas J Curtis, 47753A 
Detachment 9, Central ARC 
England AFB, Louisiana 

Copilot: 	 1st Lt Duane W. Martin, 75418A 
Detachment 9, Western ARC 
Portland Interiational Airport, Oregon 

Mechanic: 	 A1C William A. RDbinson, AF14782798 
Detachment 3, Central ARC 
Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota 

Pararescuen -ian: 	A3C Arthur N. Black, AF12666475 
41st Air Rescue Squadron 
Hamilton AFB, California 

3 
(U) Mission 38ARS Udorn - 1110 - 6  Nov 65  

(S) The second loss of men and the third loss of a2 helicopter in a 

ornbat situation by ARS occurred on 6 November 1965, when Captain 

- arrt..n R. Lilly went tc) the aid of Sandy 12, the pilot o an Air Force 

-1E aircraft. 

• Data obtained from mission reports in Mission Folder 54 in ARSCP 
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(S) When Sandy 12 was shot down at 20-30N 105-33E, 35 nautical 

miles southwest of Hanoi, North Vietnam, Captain Lilly launched a Jolly 

Green Giant, the CH-3C helicopter 63-9685, from Lima 36 Site, Tlailand 

at 1148, local time, to pick him up. Lilly, who was navigating undor in-

strument flight rules, proceeded to a point near the target area and de- 

scended, breaking out of an overcast at 8,000 feet above sea level t 20-29N 

105-27E. At this point, the helicopter was severely damaged by several hits 

from anti-aircraft fire, losing a rotor Made and suffering damage to the 

rotor transmission section. Unable to overcome the excessive conzol pres- 

sures which resulted from the damage to the rotor, Lilly transmitted a MAY-

DAY call and directed his crew to abandon the helicopter. The par arescue-

man jumped first followed by the mechanic who observed fire in th€ cabin 

before his exit. 

(S) Captain George W. Koronsbein, pilot of the lead escort (Sandy 13), 

observed four deployed parachutes in the air, saw one of the crew ,;athering 

tip his parachute on the ground, and established voice and beeper cmitact via 

radio with one of the crew. Sandy 13 and Sandy 14 then met a Navy SH-3 

helicopter off shore in the Gulf of Tonkin and escorted it to the cra3h area, 

during which Sandy 14 was shot dawn, becoming the sixth missing person 

on this mission. 

(S) Second Air Division personnel advised the withdrawal of rescue 
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!forces due to the heavy concentration of ground fire. Two HH-43 Rescue 

!helicopters, which had been ordered to the scene, were recalled v/hile 

I enroute there. However, combat air patrol (CAP) aircraft were s ent into 

!the area to search for Lilly and his crew and did establish radio voice con-

!tact with them. At dusk a second SH-3, Nimble 62, located and rescued 

I SSgt Naugle, the CH-3C mechanic, leaving five men unaccounted or at 

the end of the day. 

(S) The following morning the 511-3, Nimble 02, attempted a pick-

lup in the area of the downed Jolly Green Giant and was struck by ground 

'fire, lost fuel and was itself forced down 19-53N 105-11E. Angel 7 pick-

led up two of the crewmen and a Jolly Green Giant rescued the other two 

and took them to Lima 36 Site. Two USAF A-1E aircraft, also, hid been 

struck by ground fire. 

(S) CAP aircraft once again established voice contact with Lilly's 

Icrew. Radio beeper signals in the area indicated that Sandy 12 probably 

as evading the enemy. There was no information on Sandy 14. 

(S) November 8th left little or no hope. With the dawn came a 1500 

Ifoot overcast with mountain peaks visible above it. The search was re-

sumed under these unfavorable weather conditions in the first light of the 

day. After several sweeps across the area by search aircraft, a radio 

beeper signal was received at 0930 hours and aircraft reentered the. area 

to pinpoint the location from which that signal emanated. Search aircraft 
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in the vicinity of the signal origin point encountered heavy, hostile fire 

from the ground. At 1005 hours a second beeper signal NA as heard. Air-

craft approaching the area again encountered strong grouad fire and severe 

damage to two A-1E aircraft forced those pilots to withdraw. 

(S) The mission was suspended at 1044 hours due to intensive ground 

fire, after coordination with Commander, 2nd Air Division. 

(S) The debriefing of the survivor, SSgt Naugle, and the aircrew of 

Nimble 62, attached to and operating from the U. S. S. Inc ependence, brought 

forth the following additional data on this mission. Capt a in Lilly launched 

to the north and an orbit point to await Sandy, his escort of A-1E aircraft. 

After meeting the escort, SSgt Naugle believes all proceE.ded toward the 

east and descended through the 8,000 foot altitude level, and broken clouds, 

at a point approximately five miles west of Sandy 12's re )orted crash 

position, at which time heavy tracer fire and flak were elcountered. Fuel 

lines were ruptured, allowing fuel to enter the cabin of the CH-3C where it 

ignited and filled the aircraft with flame. The pararescteman, SSgt Cormier, 

shouted the alarm: "FIRE," and bailed out. SSgt Naugle attempting to fol-

lowing Cormier, found himself fastened to the aircraft b:r his gunner's belt, 

released the belt while observing Cormier's open parachute and parachuted 

toward a hillside. During his descent, Naugle observed two other deployed 

chutes in the air. After cutting away approximately three square yards 
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of it for a signal panel he hid his parachute, discarded his parachute 

harness, helmet, and flak vest which interfered with his movements through 

the heavy undergrowth, and crawled to the top of the hill. From his position 

he heard voices of unfriendly troops, and saw the burnini .  helicopter which 

was already surrounded by troops who arrived in motor vehicles. 

(S) SSgt Naugle hid among rocks and activated his signal radio. but dis-

continued its use after the CAP aircraft departed. One attempt to establish 

voice communications was unsuccessful, as were attempts with a signal 

mirror. The remainder of the day was employed in reading charts, ex-

amining the contents of the survival pack, and listening to the voices and 

cutting sounds of troops searching the jungle growth for lira. He heard jet 

aircraft at approximately 1700 hours and established voice contact with a 

pilot. His recovery was accomplished later by Nimble 6::, in concert with 

A-1H aircraft escorting it. SSgt Naugle had suffered only minor burns and 

scratches and was in excellent condition. 

(S) The aircrew of Nimble 62 had launched from its carrier, U. S. S. 

Independence, at 1515 hours, had refueled at 1700 hours from the Tucker, 

and was on a prearranged station 19-00N 105-45E at 1800 hours. It de-

parted this station shortly after that and proceeded inland, crossing the 

beach on a heading of 317 degrees, escorted by the pilot of Locket One, 

an A-1H aircraft. They proceeded to 29-06N 105-29E where they were 
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by Lockets Three•and Four. The Locket aircraft flighted Naugle and 

ed his position with their lights, despite small arns fire and flak 

. Naugle used the flame of his cigarette lighter to aid the pilot of 

62, who needed less than two minutes to bring hin aboard in a horse-

at 1855 hours. Nimble 62 and Locket One returned via the inbound 

to the Tucker for fuel and then to the Independence, on which a landing 

their flight at 2325 hours. 

(S) The crew members of the CH-3C were assigned to Detachment 5, 

Air Rescue Squadron, Udorn Airfield; attached at NLIchon Phanom 

; and staging from Lima 36 Site, all in Thailand. All are identified 

by crew position: 

Pilot: 

Copilot: 

Mechanic: 

Pararescueman: 

Captain Warren R. Lilly, FR57557 

1st Lt Jerry A. Sint;leton, FR64076 

SSgt Berkeley Naugle, AF17385794 

SSgt Arthur M. Cormier, AF12454730 

IEEE 



ESCALATION: 1964-1966 

Air Force and Navy intelligence officers briefed aircrews on team ac-
tivities and procedures. Flyers were told that team members would wear 
white arm bands. Furthermore, they would probably have American style 
uniforms and carry American weapons. Laotian team memebers usually 
wore snappy red berets.' 8  

The roadwatch teams operated until the end o  r  the war as an unconven-
tional complement to regular search and rescue operations. The recovery of 
downed aircrew members was only a secondary mission for these teams, 
however, and they rescued only a small number of people. Over the years, 
the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service (as the Air Rescue Service 
became in January 1966) received new equipment and developed better tac-
tics. Consequently, roadwatch teams were used less. In 1968, for example, 
there were only seven instances in which roadwatch teams were alerted for 
possible recovery activity, and in only two cases were teams actually used. 39  

As the war continued, helicopters remained the primary means of 
recovering downed airmen. On July 6, 1965, two Sikorsky CH-3C turbine-
driven helicopters arrived at Nakhon Phanom Roy al Thai Air Force Base to 
initiate a new era for search and rescue in Southeast Asia. The added range, 
protective armor, and a large carrying capacity made the CH-3C an ade-
quate aircrew rescue vehicle — certainly an improvement over the short-
range, unarmed, vulnerable HH-43F. Assigned to the newly established 
Detachment I of the 38th Air Rescue Squadron, the two helicopters were on 
loan from the Tactical Air Warfare Center at Eglin Air Force Base, 
Florida." Dubbed the "Jolly Green Giants" because of their green and 
brown camouflage scheme, these helicopters were lastily converted Tactical 
Air Command cargo choppers and, as such, wert only interim aircraft. 

In August 1965, as the temporary duty crews for the CH-3s settled in at 
Nakhon Phanom, crews for the Sikorsky HH-3Es, the same basic helicopter 
as the Tactical Air Command models but built for rescue, gathered at Stead 
Air Force Base, Nevada under the code name "Limelight 36".°' Maj. Baylor 
R. Haynes, a rescue veteran of Korea, led these men as they plunged into 
their orientation and training program. Many were old rescue hands from 
Korea, who had been in choppers throughout their Air Force careers. 
Others had recently transferred to helicopters &on fixed-wing aircraft. For 
a few young copilots, helicopters would be their first assignments right out 
of pilot training. After completing orientation in September they took leave 
and reported to Udorn in late October. On November 3, a pair of HH-3Es 
arrived at Bien Hoa Air Base, Vietnam, in a special rush delivery by C-133 
transport. Major Haynes and a selected crew tested the choppers over the 
South China Sea before flying them to Udorn on November 10. One of the 
CH-3Cs stationed at Nakhon Phanom had been lost to enemy action on 

94 November 5, but the remaining CH-3C moved up to Udorn. By the end of 
December there were six HH-3Es and the CH-3C operating from Udorn. The 
CH-3C was returned to the Tactical Air Command in Early January 1966. 42  
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First Flight Across the Fence! 

Givou 
DowNe0 

STbit 	7b ( O l`f 

FE 	on)L-1 -onc 

Rik.E.v40 F-nA 70t.00 

lierkle■ F. Nain.de 

USAF MSGT"Retired 

hrotiehout the air \\ dr 	Vicl Nam, every attempt k\aN made to resc . tic di w lied crew members. In 
1965 the best airerall for thi s in.ss.on was the Sikorsky (TI-3C helicopicr called the Jolk Green 
Giain this due to the size and color ()lour helicopters. The normal crew consists ()I'm() pilots. Hight 
crigilleer and a pararesLtie man. 
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t 	 • 

• • ' 
engineers. 

i I l ■ ii5 onc of the "Jolk 
G reens' enlisted flight 

Other crew members had nicknamed me the Jon 	irecn's Mr. Clean. I his because of MN 1 1 C -111!.2. 
:-dightly rotund and having iny hair cut ken, short because of the filth\ conditions we had to e ndure 
when an station at Llur f(lrw ard operations sties. \\ ad  blow a fed Cillq Ott Id gc.1 into and stick 1.(1 
C\ crvt liii 	especially VOW' hair. 

There was no clean water for sanitary needs. E- %.en the streams were sek erclv: polluted. Villages were 
normall \ located a long SI rearnS and the streams were used for washing clothes, bathing, and garbage 
disposal. Mc Nithl,t4C's tilLtr b1.11MI(K'S also used the streams. The villa: c furthermost do ii stream 
always had the most polluted water. 

•I he on] v sale water available was that which we carried \'‘ilk us for cooking our rations and drinking. 
Washing oursek es or our clothes 1\ as out of the question \\ kite  we wer..‘ at a forwarcl site. 

When my misad‘enture began it was about 5 AM,  6th of November 	, 5. My  pilot; Captain Warren 
I. Lilly. co-pilot; 1st Lt. Jerry A. Singleton, pararescue man: 	• tl' Cunnier and 1 's CP: 
tperatimle out (11 .  Linia site 36. This was onc or 	. 	- 
our forward operating sites in the steaminy 
jungles of northern L.aos. 

It was a sogg\ sticky morning like all 
mornings in that little countrv \\here  we were 
not supposed to be, 

I t was Just a short jump across the border into 
North Vietnam, I m as crewing CI I-3C 63- 
()685. one of the two CI 1-3(. *  JOIly Green 

(ilarli rescue helicopters On site. This \\ as  
presumably, a safe site for us to use as a 
jumping oil point for pertbrming rescue 
operations inside North Vietnam. 

We had arrived in Viet Nam months ahead ol 

our promised 11H-317. helicopters that were 
going to have all the goodies such as, armor 
plating, external. jettisonable. fuel tanks kir 
extra range. etc 

Since these helicopters had not arrived  we 	• 
Gulf 

kk ere using some °Wei cargo t ■ pc CII-.3cs. 	 of Thoirank 
The ■ had been painted dark green. no 
insignias. no armor plating and w ith a 450 
gallon fiberglass fuel tank strapped down 

inside the cargo area to pro‘ ide the fuel ror 
the extra range w c needed to perform our missions into North Vietnam Ind return 

South Chino 

This lnel tank 

China 

c„. 
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ffl id pi 0\ ,2 to hc fl i luiii 	but 	bp.2 Hum') w e  11 ere e,trl 	AILILI'L_I V\ al 

AS IIRKIling broke We shook off the urge to go back to sleep and sun - lei, to prepare our usual 
breakfast ;if tinned 11:1111 and eggs and heat some water for our instant c )(Tee. Then. our radio set 
started to screech "MAYDAY, MAYDAY. AIRCRAFT -  DOWN". 

E-105 Thunderchief pilot  was dow n.  35  miles  southwest of Hanoi ill d needed a ride  to safety. 

Nis wasout call to duty and pandemonium broke out. We all scrambled to our helicopters. trVtittl to 
get into the air as soon as possible. 

After donning our fla k vests. suf . \ IN al vests. parachutes and our helmet,. we waited w hile two 
Skyraidk.'r . scouted the crash area. At 10 a.m.. another Skyraider was sl (i -t down. 

'1111:-; 	territory where no U.S. helicopter had ever flown belbre but we decided to go and give it a 

tr). We got our helicopters into the air and started toward our target. Ti ten late struk..k. The second 

helicopter's pilot reported that they had an engine problem and they con ld not continue the 11115St011 
i Ell on k one en,I.:_ine operating, 

Normally this w o uld ha ve been the end of the mission. We had been i n Articled t h at  we would t.NOT. , 

 proceed on a in ission ii we did not have both helicopters to pro \ ide co \ e• for each other. Normal 
procedure was that other helicopters would be launched from Vietnam or Thailand to perform die 
reSetle, if possible. but we knew that would have caused hours of delay in getting to the pilots 
:issistance. 

lipon hearing from the downed pilots wingman that he had sighted the downed pilot, we decided that 
we were going to proceed on the mission alone. The 	( Crown communications aircraft relayed 
to us that the Rescue Center in Vietnam (KING) did not want. us to con inue on the mission alone. 
This due to the danger front the rannerous concentrations of Zinti-ajfera I batteries and ground lire 
reported in the target area, but w e con lintled OIL the course being relaye l to LIS hy the Crown aircraft. 

Shortly w e met up with the two A-ILI Skyraiders (Sandies) who were going to be our escorts during 

the mission and continued onward at 10.000 feet. out of range of groun I fire. 

While we kept our eyes open. watching RA -  any Sam missiles launched :0 us. one of the A-1 Es 
proceeded ahead. It was going to check the area where the downed airi."a It was supposed to be. to see 
1 lie could -Tot Ihe pilot and see if the area was safe for a rescue attempt. 

Immediately upon 	\ mg at the supposed crash site, ['termv gunners n iked the A- I i setting it on 
ire. line pilot bailed out. 

Now there \\ ere  I 0 pilots to find and rescue. I quickly donned my saft ty harness to the aircraft so 
could not fall out the door if wounded. While aSSIStille with the rescue. 

Then we and the remaining A-I E escort aircraft dropped through the Ill iffy white clouds. 

Then all hell broke loose! It was as if They were waiting for us! At the 7000 feet of altitude we began 
to flv into it squall of machine gun bullets and flak. II ow could that be? We w ere supposed to be too 
Ingh I -or any ground lire. It turned out that the terrain in this area \N as at OUnd 4000 feet abOVe sea 
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lc\ el Hu ,  \\ as  N\ hat put us in riint!c ill the enemy gulls, 

\\ I: had descended into the area \\ here  \\ c were  supposed to ha' c beL ii, the terrain would hus.e heel' 
almost HI sea level. We should have still been out of range of an grout id fire. 

.•s it turned OM. the navy ship providing us with radar guidance to the !owned plane's position was 

off its assigned course. This had consequent! \ sent its further North thiln we should have been. 
miles southwest of I la1101. to he exact. 

A burst or tracers and armor piercint2.s;hells bettan tearing through the Hoer around me and up into 

the engines thid were mounted overhead on top oldie helicopter. Fuel and oil leakino from the 

damaged engines poured into the cabin of the helik.sopter and caught lir, The w ind blowing in 

through the open door and Pilots windows sw tiled the lire around in a lid I ish firestorm inside the 

helicopter. Nly first reaction was to grab a fire extinguisher. 

Just then the pilot yelled over the radio "THERE GOES A ROTOR BLADL". "BAIL OUT". 

BAIL ()UT? IVI\. initial reaction \\ as  that of shock. I did not want to ba out but I knew I had no 
choice. 

Reaching the door I hesitated. I had trained on the use of parachutes, but I had never made a real 
lump, even less, into enemy territory. What ii' the caught me? I was w :aring civilian clothes and we 
carried no idenliliCatiOn except for a Geneva Convention Card That N(. rth Vietnam relused to 
recogni/e. Would they treat me like a sm.? Below me I could see the Nrachutes of the other crew 

members already lloating down through some puffy clouds over near the enemy Canip. 

What seemed like an eternity had been onl \ an instant. Then the decision was made for me. The 450 

gallon auxiliary fuel tank exploded. spra\•ing me with burning fuel and luckily at the same time. 
blasting me out the open cargo door. 

fo my surprise. I found myself dangling under the helicopter. being dr;.gged along .  with it. in its 
spiraling death plunge. Miraculously due to the combination of my 11:Ci4h1 and the loree of the 
explosion, my safety harness's leash had extended to its full length. 

Scared and rumbling. I hurried to undo the safety harness's quick release. Where was it? It had pulled 

up under my stirs ival and flack vests. I clawed it om from under the ve:;ts and pulled it open. Then I 
\\ as  finally falling. Free a the fireball that had been my helicopter. 

While tailing rapidly towards the ground I groped at my parachute's 0-ing and waited or the 

opening shock. Now w hat? Glancing dow n at the D-ring I Saw I had ba -ely pulled the D-ring. In 
frustration I vankcd the D-ring completely free of the parachute and to ,  sect itas I -ar as I could. 

Irnost immediately I Celt the lit sa\ img opening shock. Now i was IloAting down. To \N hal? 

I looked around. Just 300 yards away I saw the helicopter's Ittneral pyrk in the rice paddies near a 
latee \ il 14e. On the other side of the rice paddies. I saw a heavily foreAed jungle and some large 
rugged hi Ifs. I also saw two crew members canopies dropping into som.' cloud banks. I never saw 
them again. It suddenly dawned on me. Due to my getting hung up und ,r the aircraft. I had been 
carried further away Irom the enemy than the others and that I would land \ en, close to die jungle. 
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ImmediateIv. upon landing. in the middle of In root tall brush. jlISI .1i10 yards aw a \ 1 -10111 111...' 1:01:11e1'7 ,  

Funeral pyre I got out of my parachute harness. I noticed that nearby \\ is  a payed road and a village. 
and on that road were II\ c trucks loaded with North Vietnamese 

I took oil running through the brush crawling, and scrambling on my hands and knees. The bushes 
kept catching on me so I shed everything hut my shirt, pants and suryi\ al jacket. Behind me I could 
hear the enemy shouting as they 1lailed into the brush after me. I had n ) doubt they knew I was there. 
I headed for the jungle but 1.11C encm had spotted me trtil were shooting at me and running in my 
direction. 1...pon reaching the co\ er of the jungle 1 mo ed as fast as pos.;ible into the jungle not Leven 
considering the dangers of snakes and all of the other things I could run into. I did not see the (mem\ 
again. but I could ■ L I II hear them shouting to one another and hack ing 1 the brush. 

Upon reaching the base of a steep 1.500 loot hill 1 had spotted. I deenk d climbing to the top of one 
of them would be the best thing I could do. That \vay the enemy Vk °Illd not be able to follow my 
footsteps as easily there on the stones and rocks. I knew through my tr, ming. that if I was going to 
eel rescued, it would be easier for a rescue aircraft to spot me up on the hill, rather than in the dense 
jungle. 

arta pit II lu myselr up a cliff while the brush continued to clip\ and scratch my lace and 
arms. I reached the highest point of the hill. Then I realized they had rue cornered. 1 had picked a 11111 
where there was a sheer cliff on the other side. 

I could not go any where except back down the hill into the enemy's ar us. I finally found a space 
betWeen a couple of the biggest rocks and crawled in. That was it! All of a sudden. I was exhausted. I 
just could not go on. I needed to rest and think. I shi\ ercd. I couldn't hi lp feel tug that I was going to 
be captured or killed at any time. After a couple of deep breaths I stark d to consider the situation and 
take inventory. 

1.11C li Nt  ( 11 ing I noticed was mv pants were wet. Oh no, I had wet myscl Iwithout knom mg it. but 
N ■ orse. now that I had a moment to think. I found that my right lee was aching, throbbing, swelling 
and getting stiff. I had burns on the arms and right side of my face, all ihe areas that w ere not covered 
b ■ Inv short sleeved shirt or flight helmet. The burns were also hurting The area behind my right 
knee was getting higeer all the time and "turning dark from the internal --ileeding caused by a 
contusion. Something 111LISI have hit my leg when the fuel tank inplodcd. 

.1bo\ e me. I could see Air Force and Nay rescue birds living o\ er. TI ev were looking for us. The\ 
were taking heavy ground tire, and 'another Skyraider crashed. Finally all aircraft departed the area. 

I realized that ill was not rescued, there was no way Out. I was surrourded by soldiers and the cliff. 

I had no water. food. or medical supplies. My sheath knife had disappc med. either during bailout or 
hile running through the jungle. I had only a few cigarettes and my 7 ppo lighter. In the survival 

vest I found a [JEW- 4 sur\ Iva' radio. At least if it works (They were mil known to be very 
dependable) I will be able to call for help if any plane comes into rangi later. 

I settled down between the rocks trying to get comfortable and calm m" nerves. I listened to the 
(-nem\ 's shouts and the noises they were making. It dawned on me that they might be using me to 
llire in more rescue airCiall inst so they could shoot them dow n too? It A ouldn't be the first time. 
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eould not help think 
	

a prisoner, \\:c all had heard how 	\ Heated 1111il cri."A 

IlleritherS. ;dm) thought about m\ wile and kids, 1N/hal were the coin : ! to go through If I didn't 
icturn. What would happen when they fciund out'? 

I he sun set and it got cold. I did not realize it. but I must ha \ e dozed o 	Suddenly. awaking I 
thought I heard a siren blowing in the distance. What was going on'? I) d that mean some of our 
airplanes \\ ere  in the area? It did! I spotted two navy . jets heading Iowa -ds the coast. - 1 hey must he 
returning Iron) some bombing mission. Hurriedly I got m\., URC - 4 ratio out and began calling !Or 
help, One of the planes answered. I could not helie\ e it. The radio wor .ed. 

One of the pilots asked me for in\ recognition code words to make sun' it \\ as  not an enemy using 
the radio. I spoke the code words into the radio and waited. Aft er  the  p l ot checked w ith KIN( in 
Saigon to yen 'v my identity, he told me help \\ ould  be coming. I warni!d hiril of the possible enem 
trap. 

I ri ..1111ed since It was becoming dark any rescue attempt would not he made until the next morning 
because at this time night flights over North Vietnam vere not being aitthoriyed. 

conk! not determine exactly \\ here  or how close the enemy was. F. \ erv now and then I could still 
hear some of their voices and noises. My M-16 had gone do w n with 111,' helicopter so the only 

Ltapon I had was a six shot re \ °Ives that was useless against a muhlit ii le Orel -lel -1W Willi AK-47s. It 
would have been useless to put up any resistance ii .  the enemy soldiers ..- ame For me. I prayed to he 
reseued. 

Night fell. I could not tell what time it was. I then rea le (.1 I had also lost my wrist watch w ith its 

expandable band. sometime during the bailout, possibly from the opening shock of the parachute. I 
was too scared to sleep. hut couldn't help nodding oft -. Why couldn't I j ist wake up and find this \\ as  
all just a bad dream and that I was still back at site 36. 

Then, off in the direction of the coast I heard Familiar rotor blade noise ;. Yes, there they were some 

helicopters. Were they ours or Vietnamese'? Iiwas still night. I grabhec irt) 1.IRC - 4 radio again and 

tried to make contact with the helicopters. Success! they were Navy Se t King helieopters. They told 
mc that lighter support was on US way. The lighters would try to try to surprise the enemy and create 
a di \ ersion. Then the helicopters would approach my area from the cli IF side so the enemy would not 
see them until the last moment. 

The Al-E's. w.hile turning 

their air era h landing and 

position lights ()frond on to 

attlacl at 	proceeded 
to bomb and strale the 
enemy. Tracers were Hying 

in both directions. 

When the enem \ 's attention 
0

,  
• seemed to he drawn to the 

A I-Ls and the ensuing tire 

Fight. 1 caught the first sight 
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with sonar used h\- the 

3er 1 in \ rescuer...1 he \ Cie 

■ Ivvo Nay 	ea King 

'

helicopters similar to our 

Jolly ( ireens. c\eept these 

\\ ere  normally equipped 
Nil\ y to search for submarines and had the crew door in the R.‘ur. 

I lie Sea King helicopters k■ ere heading direct IY for me but could not see me because of the darkness 
and the brush. They radioed to me and asked MC 10 gi e them some tyi , c of signal. 1 remembered 111V 

/11110 lighter and told them this Was all I had on me. They told me one admit NNOLlIti pop up ftom 
behind the elift . just long enough for them to spot my light and hoist rm. up. They said to hum 
because ii' the client\ spotted us and started firing, they \vould ha \ e to ea\ c because if icy did not 
have enough Fuel left to remain in the area for a second try. 

One of the helicopters cased toward my hideout. 1 Hipped open my Zirpo lighter. lt lit On the first 
(IA! The helicopter- positioned its self over me and then I was in the horst sling being pulled upward 
\\ hi  le the helicopter pulled back and up, until out ofsight of the cnetn\. 

eNpected enemy ground fire to come in our direction at any second. b.lt  it no er came. Finally I was 
pulled into the helicopter. One of the crew members motioned me to pi forward. While limping 

towards the front of 	helicopter, all of a sudden I was looking down at the ground rushirw past far 
below 

ater I found out that to prepare the helicopter for the long flight with its limited fuel capacity. The 

crew had hurriedlv remo\ LAI the sonar set and the antenna from the floor so as to reduce \\ eight  and 
drag. This had left a large hole, approximately three feet 1\ ide in the in ddle of the helicopter floor 

hieh I almost fell. Once ai.ai ii. I had been sa\ cd from possibly falling to my death.. by fate. 

I .ion reaching the front of the helicopter. I found an empty seat and nt need a thermos lying nearby. 

I strapped Inv sell into the seat, picked up the thermos and hound it was full of coffee, 1 immediately 
drained it to the last drop. Shortly one of the pilots told me that if 1 ww thirsty he -would share his 
coffee \\ ith  me. I thanked him and told him I was SOITy. but there was rio coffee left to share. I le 

turned. looked at me and just smiled. 

After a \\ hi  le 	finally slipped over the coast line. The pilot told ever-one that reaching the aircraft 
carrier Independence \\ as  going to be a close call because they had use I more fuel than es peeled. 
The aircraft carrier \\ as  now heading South bound on its assigned FOUL, 11 -10011..1 aWilV 110111 us. Fhe 

longer c Hew the inkire the crew and 1 worried. We could not sec the carrier and the engines had to 
be running on fumes. 

Suddenly one of the crew spotted a ship in the distance. but it was one )t-  our destroyers not the 
carrier we needed for landing. The destroyer informed the pilot that they had a diesel refueling hose 

for small ships but there was no landing pad or other space w here we c ntld land on the destroyer. I 
thought to myself. At least it \vas there if \\ e had  to abandon the helico )ter. 

:\ II 	sudden someone suggested that the\ could use the personnel h o i s t to  pull the destroyer's 
refuel mg hose up into the helicopter. Then pump enough fuel into the 1 elieopter's fuel tank to id low 
us to reach the aircraft carrier.. 
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It was a dtmgerous risk. but they had no choice. The pilot Ilew sidewav s over the fantail of the 
destroyer while one or the helicopter's crew members pulled the refuel rig hose up with the rescue 
hoist. Then pumped fuel into an opening they had made in a tank. 

By opening the windows and door the airflow through the helicopter vs, hisked any dangerous. 
explosive. fumes out of the helicopter. 

\lter refueling. we proceeded, without further incident. en-route to the aircraft carrier. 

Alter landing on the carrier, I was thanking the crew or the helicopter when I realized everyone on 
the deck atilt: aircraft carrier was staring at me. I was a dirty smelly mess. IV1v, clothes were singed 
and torn. hut that was not IA hat they were staring ilt, It was the fact that they had Just rescued a I ISAI-
night crew member Nil of North Viet Nam dressed in short sleeved eiv iltan shirt and pants. 

was immediately taken to the carrier's sick bay for treatment of my bitrns and the contusion of Ill) 
right leg. I was told I could not discuss III% mission with anyone and a utard was assigned to Illakt: 
', L111: I didn't talk to anyone about my mission or w I was dressed in iyilian clothes, 

la\ ing lost track of time I cannot remember exactly how long I \\ as  in sick bay. Sometime later 
was summoned to the operations center of the carrier where I w as debt ieled about the failed rescue 
attempt and my subsequent rescue. They wanted every last detail. such as. what I saw, w hat I heard, 
and everything that had happened from the beginning to when the heliiopter finally picked me up. 

It was then out. ;:ibout the radar ship being off course and exactly where we were w hen we 
Were shot down in North Vietnam. Also. that out of a total (weight 	members shot down during 
dial mission. I was the (Alb,' one rescued. 

Finally, after hours of debriefing I was told that I could now start eatin in the ship's chow hall. 
Accompanied by my guard. I arrived at the chow line. I took a tray an got into line with everyone 
else. I couldn't believe the good smells coming from the galley. 

Since arriving in I 410111 Thailand I had not had any thing but rations. p iwdered eggs, and other rood 
prepared so badly you would probably refuse to eat anv of it at h0111C. 

When it was my turn, the cook plopped the biggest steak I had ever sec n on 111V tray, I must have 
froten hi le staring at it. The cook got mv attention by asking "What's the matter, isn't that enough." 
and before I could reply. he plopped another steak tai my ,  tray. Arguir4 with him was useless, 
everybody was laughing and he would not take the second steak back. 

After getting the rest of my meal. and looking lor a place to sit. I Was 1,)1(1 by a messenger that I was 
supposed to take my tray and report back to the operations center. 

Upon aril ing. I was told that while I ate my meal I was going to be de -Irk:led again, They would not 
even let me cat my meal in peace. They had a thousand new questions. Finally they told me that I 
was going to be sent by plane to Saigon to be debriefed once again by the Air Force I IQs. there. 

I anxiously t.vvaited the chance to be catapulted oft' ola carrier in a plane, but the idea or yet another 
debriefing took most of the fun out of it. 
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La:cr. a S-2. a tw o engine prop dri \ en. Na \ \ courier plane arri ed. I V a told That it \\ a› the 'flair.... 
that \\ as  going to take me to Saigon. 

When I was time to get on board the S-2. I found that the passenger seats all laced to the rear and 
when • 01.1 \\ ere  told to prepare for launch for satetx reasons. you \\ ere  supposed to put your head 
betw een your knees. 

\II kind ill visions of the plane splashing into the sea alter being camp ilted ran through my head. 

I he plane's crew said no problem this Was just routine lin them and thry had never had a problem 
with being catapulted off a carrier. 

1 he pilot started the engines. Then he ran them tip to full power. The a fCril hl strained and shook. any 
second now they were going to Calaptili US off the carrier. Then all of ti Riddell the engine outside of 
my window started to backfire and cough. beIC111111 MO black smoke. I iust knew we were going to 
wind up in the ocean. I almost lost it! 

ner\ es were alread‘ shot. but thank goodness the pilot shutdown tl e engines and the catapult 
clew pulled us on' the launcher. 

Later the same day. I was flown b ■ helicopter. over to the Oriskany. a ,,maller airerall carrier, then 
subsequent! \ launched in another plane and flown to Saigon. 

Upon arrival at Ton Son NIThi air base. Saigon. My plane was met by air policemen who escorted me 
to the headquarters building w here I was told that they were waiting to debrief me again. Upon 
arri \ al at the room where the debriefers w ere waiting. I asked. why doil't you just ask the Navy for a 
k..- kyy of their debriefings? 

debrieters explained that c\ cry time I had to repeat the experience I could possibly remember 
something, of importance that I had not offered before. So I went throuih another long drawn out 
debriefing. 

During the time Iwas being debriefed someone asked me limy family knew I had been rescued. 1i. 

was then. like a big rush of cold air. that it came to me that no one had even mentioned my family 

With everything happening so fast. I had not asked about notil\ ing them. I knew they would 
he worried, 

I was told that the had immediately sent a telegram to my larnilx. Stating that I had been shot down 
and \\ as  declared Missing in Action. but there was a possibility that I h id been rescued and that 
further word would be forthcoming No one present at the debriefing kilew if my family had been 
notified that I had been rescued and was in good health. 

The 7111 Air force C'ornmander itsked inc to IbIlo‘k hini to his oh bee. In his office, he immediately 
placed a phone call to my parents. 

Bo\ . 	the\ surprised and ham\ . Mv i ftwas not home. She had FCCil ha' tic a real bad time of 
it and had gone to her church to talk with a priest who spoke Spanish. Hoping that he would pray for 
tic w ith her. 
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I Can inlagine how she reacted when iny parents told her of the phone ,•all. 

Alter hours or di:brit:ling I '.s as finally released. I could go Where I pleased. the chow hall. post 
e\change, any where. 1 still had an air pcdick.anan escortimg me so I cot Id not disclose any ()I' the 
details olN\ hat happened or where I was frOM to any reporter; or any ne else. 

Mien theinfonnation v% as released to the ne ■N. services. they were itisi told the rescue attempt had 
occurred m North Viet Nam and one crew member had been rescued. ;orrie olthe stories even ;rated 
it was a pilot that had been rescued. 

The next day I Was put On LI ( "- I 31) beimg used as a courier plane beiAvem all the bases in South East 
area and flown hack to my detachment in 1 Idorn Thailand. 

There I was gi \ en a \k eekend a rest & rcla \anon then assigned to a new night crew lor the rest of 
in\ tour olduk. 

Flue rest oi my crew \A ho N\ ere on board ■\ tin mc \ hen '.'.e were ;hot down. spent the IleNt se ■ en 
veLirSas prisoners in the I Falun I 'ikon. The\ \.-„, ere  rma il v re l eased on  A pril I 1973, alter the cease 
lire had keen signed in Paris. 

Stars (K: Stripes article iefererteiwz Ilie mission. 

Return to Rescue Stories 
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TACC Rescue Control Element (7,..ot_4_,,f Afi.,31 -1F 24 4.1as-  11— 
 UNilta) STATES A. M FORCE 

V Alet-L. e4,---.0i •-r)12-1—  • APO San Francisco 96237 seillirr iall ir i...)2-Cri L. 	 /(/ ..4,, 9141-li 
R.EPLI TO 	 10 Nov 1965 

T1 	
\',.. 	)-t  ATTN OF: 	OC/tapt. Reeves 	 , 

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission Number 1110 	gg,f‘" A NI t-efl 
TO: Hqs PARC, Hick= AFB Ulan 	 ;r let, "4° 4.1#471 
Crown 29 was an dC-54 1, No. 42-72666, as3ig2ed to 36 Air Recovery Squadron, 
Tacnikava AB, Japan. The following crewmembcrs manned the aircraft: 	 ,1/44 

aCC - Robert R. Reeves,- 	 i.'',AP,SQ 9  Eglin 4Y 3, Florida 
CP - John A. Vogt, 	_ 36 Air Recovery Squa4on, Tachikawa a, Japan 

NPV - Robert P. Sarbell, 	 36 11.r Receive cy Squadron, Tachilhawa 

	

AB, Japan 	 8 RO - E. L. Waslay s 	 36 Air Recovery Squadron, Tachikawa AB, japan. 
FM - V. L. Flores, 
	

36 Air Recovery Squadron s  Tachikawa AB, Japan p, 
FM - G. W. Aahwort,h, 	 36 Air Recovery Squadron, Tao:aka:4a al  Japan/ 

1. On 7 Ncrvember 1965 Mission Number 1110 was briefed by Lt Col Hamilton, 
Director of TACO, adorn. Crown 29 was to proceed to Sam Tev and/orbit. We 
were to back up the Navy who was already searching for Sandy 12 and14 and Jolly 
Green 85. If not successful we were to request permisiion from Compress to enter 
the mission. Jolly Green was to refuel at Site 11 with Sandya orbiting overhead 
for use if needed. 	

. 

6nC=1 
2. The following agencys were involved: , .1/(1 tk 

	

f 	 , , 	. _ 

TACC/Ilesono Control Element - Compresa
-"',.//e...„79p(*."7----.43 

, 1."5'/ ZY:5,C24.. 	CAe 47  
38th Air Rescue Squadron, Tan Son Nhut -Ling ".j 7e-  l.,,,/ lab 	?? cii  .2„1 M-54 On Saone Commen 	 'f-P der . Grown 29 	 - -,,,/ , ) 	J 	'-1  s 04.6 On Soap Commander . Crown Alpha 	/e ---- Destroyer .-Istronant 	 . _.‘/' , /4"---)- 
1kry AL-E5 ...-Locketts ' ere-Z/,ar  4 - •, . 	, 	• Bari Choppers ...nimbi* 62 sod Angel 07 	. MOVIN,„ , „ ,. - 	

- 	 " .„: ■ • 

	

. 	• 	: 

- Navy rag - Sea Grapetiq3 -  aivi 104 	1  • ...ECL..,, ,--,,, , - 	' . -4 r !Ern-Ai...3  - 	. i, 	,. r . 
A4.116 .2 Sandy.-  ift7boe - tLASSIFICA 	CAN:).  ...:. A. l ‘  . _ , '-_,,F4s. 	• 

. 	; 	 . • JP-IC. •■• Bangs Ti 	 ' t and bra Pit or  Changed to 	f 	
... 

 - 

Cli-3 — Jolly Gres** 	- 	By Authority o - 	 - G- ICY  —  i 
1311-43a - Pedro 3 imd 4 	 iz/-.3  --) By 	 '(Date) 

3. Crown 29 departed adorn AB, Thailand at 224/4 with an STA at Sam Tev orbit 
point of 2314Z. My radio operator reported having di:ITU:any reading Compress. 
This difficulty was experienced on almost every early Taming flight and later 
cleared Up. As we proceeded toward orbit point we wen ,  reading Compress seek 
Out readable. At 2323Z vs sere reading King 5 by on HY and he requested us to 
advise Lockett Flight y  in search area s  to contact Crow, Alpha who was working 
off coast. We advised Lockett fl/#t to contact Crown Alpha on SAR primary. 

Cicl ARS SC No.  656 o  
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Approximately '.3332 we relayed to Compress through King that we had negatiAl 
contact with Jolly Green and could not get his STA at Site 11. We arrived oh 
orbit at 2344Z. We cold hear Lockett flights UHF traasmissiens. They were 
talT7leg on Guard to soneone.which turned out to be sem, of the survivors in 
the search area. The navigator got a radar (APX-28) fix on them. He had 
numerous targets on the Sarah Receiver also. We pinpointed their position at 
060°  66N4 from Sam Teu. Lockett Flights high cap left at 23452 and vs advised 
that Zebra Flight was due in the area at 00102. We attempted contact with Zebra 
on SIR Primary and Guard without suocess. At 2346Z Astronaut advised, bogeys 
closing on SAR area from the North. Approxdmately the same tine we received a 
Red Mig Alert over HF in the same quadrant. We attempted contact with Zebra 
Flight 	in on Guard namerous times without success. Lockett was trying to 
get Cap fram Astronaut also. At 2347Z Locketts advisal they were receiving 
heavy ground fire. Shortly. afterwards Lockett 2 was it and reported boost 
control failure, fames inAxiskpit, and he was unable t) open canopy. The 
problem looked critical, but-fortunately the fUM85 cleared and Lockett 2 said 
he was O. K. and would continue to search. At 2350Z L)ckett 3 reported that 
they were receiving strong TRT-21 signals. Lockett fl;ght was still picking 
ap eonsiderable 3round fire. We advised Crown Alpha t) attempt contact with 
Zebra aight as requested by King. Crown Alpha could liot contact Zebra either, 
nor could Loeketts. Nimble 62 was hit by ground firs us he was crossing into 
the SAR area. He reported heavy ground fire and his fuel tanks were damaged. 
He estimated only 30 to 40 minutes of fuel remaining and could not return to the 
destroyer due to rapid fuel loss and fumes in the cockpit. This was at 0005Z 
and Astronaut advised that the Bogeys had turned back '4 a 360°  heading. This 
took some of the pressure off, but vs still had no Mgt. Cap. Loekett flight 
started searching for a landing area for Nimble 62. 1,4,ckett 3 located an open 
area large enough for the damaged chopper. It was only 24NK East of our orbit 
romition at Sam Ten. My navigator advised me of the billaring and distance to 
L. Site 36 and vs knew Nimble 62 could not make it that far. He was too far 
from any friendly sites to recover. Ldokett flight reruested Astro/vent to 
scramhle another chopper for pickup of 4 creinambors. Angel 07 was scrambled by 
the Navy for the recovery. At 0015Z King advised ue.ttat Bango Bravo flight was 
estimating the area in 30 minutes. We advised Crown Alpha... We confirmed negative 
high cap with Compress at 0022Z. At 0028Z Lockett 3 IsditlaWas,  62 to thole:ging 
spot an top of a mauntain where trees had been ohoppeizeseit*::It maw last large* 
enough for h1 to land with relative safety. TbeceedeeteembepoilsOWLMIeble 62, 
an the APX 28 with a bearing of 111, for 26/111-  from 9asaTeu• The Oi-Oi.toteighted 
them visually as they were orbiting the lending sreaw' They regiested as hostile 
ground fire or movement. When Angel 07 reported same dovkitolglOseaverinital 

survivors ws galled Sandy flight at Sibeln; end regeostidNimerilay to kilT 
Green to expedite refueling at Site U. It 00352 loakett,idrised that 	1.. 62 
had landed safely and all were outside the chopper andappeired to have no 
injuries. At 00402 Angel 07 was crossing scantling and teekett 3 advised him he 
could not land and would leave- to haver out of ground. offeet.• At this point I 
decided to ecraehle Jolly Green for back.-up for Angel C7. We had no contact 
with Pedro 3 and 4 at Lima Site 36 so we could not a:ramble them, just about 
this time Pedro 4 contacted us. He had taken off from L. Site 36 to give Jelly 
Green a steer to 36. He theught Jolly Green was =route to 36 and became 
worried when they figured he was overdue. While we were talking to Pedro 4 
Commrees advised as to pat the Pedros an Red Alert at 36. We advised Pedro 4 to 
land and standby Red Alert. This was at 0055Z and sines Pedros were advised to 

't40 tette- ; 

I; - 



t . 	 . * 
• 	•, 	. 	..• 

- - 
hold aed Alert at 36 I immediately called Sandy flight and requested they 
scramble Jolly Ireen and escort aim to Sam 7eu. At 0110Z CoaTress advised 
that 3ango Brave vas on tanker  and would contact us atm off. Sandy flight 
advised us that Jolly Green's ZTA was OZOZ. Compresu was advised. At 0120Z 
Compress requested that we novo Lockett flight out of the area so Banco 
3ravo could plot and suppress flak. We advised there was no flak or ground 
fire in the area. Compress requested that Sandy 13 piot flak and we advised 
there was no Sandy 13 in the area. At 0139Z Angel 07 reported 1st pickup of 
one survivor. He only had 7 minutes till Bingo fuel rnd advised we would 
probably have to use Jolly Green. We advised JollyCdeen. At 0140Z we started 
vectoring 3ango Bravo into our position and at O7  45Z he passed directly over-
head. He was a welcome sight as the area had no high cap for approximately 
1+58. Iis Bingo time was 0215Z. Compress advised us to use Sandy 13 and Hobo 
91 as forward air controllers for Bang° Bravo. We ads bed 91 and decided to 
keep them with as in case loilkett 3 and Angel 07 needed than for assistance. 
At 0151Z Angel 07 recovered:second survivor on slow rtnning pickup due to 
weight and altitude. At 0156Z Bango Alpha arrived in area for high cap. At 
0151Z Angel 07 departed for the destroyer. At 0200Z aaly Green and Sandy flight 
and Hobo flight arrived at Sam Tau and we had Lockett 3 vector us to the scene. 
We located the 2 remaining  sent:tut:vs and orbited directly overhead so Jolly 
Green could.see us and fly directly to the scene. At 0205Z Compress advised 
es to proceed with primary mission after recovery of Davy survivors. Bango 
Bravo bingo at 0215Z and heeded for a tanker. JellGreen started jettisoning 
fuel, since be was too heavy for recovery at that altitude. He only had 2400 
hours of fuel remaining after jettisioning. We ad*isfd Matto return to Site 
36 with two Sandys and refuel or launch Pedros for primary search. At 0217Z 
Compress agaia advised us to have Sandy 13 take Bang) Brave to primary area for 
expending. We again advised that there was no Sandy 13 in the flight and that 
Bango Brave was recycling on tanker. At this time Lockett, Sandy and Hobo flights 
escorted Jolly Green over scene. We all went to (Mr guard to preclude excess 
traffic and anima advised to mmintain radio silence except as necessary. 
At 0222Z Jolly Green recovered both survivors and saii they were in good condition. 
After Sally moved out of area Lockett 3 expended rockets into the diaabled 
chopper as directed by Astronaut. Sandy and Hobo Ibllowed it and the chopper 
was left in roaring flames. Lockett 3 departed-ash* was bit on fuel. The 
other LoCketts had departed approximately 15 minutes marIlsr. At 0227Z Compress 
advise/ rirtu:di all Sandya not takihg pert in strike. At 022SZ Bango Alpha, 
Serdyst  Hobos, Jelly Green and Croon 29 headed -  for primesrimarth . area., At 
ami :ally Green advised bre would only hwre 20. minute a. foal for searth in 
primary area. Compress was notified sa they *Nina us ta send Jbn7 Green- 
to tate 36. Jolly Green vas advised' and law pert X. Study and'1, No vitt hia 
for escort. At 0240Z remaining. ilandys t  Nobost  Bango .11pha suet Cram -  29 eentinmed 
toward primary area. ?iv, minutes later Bangs Alpha said he would Bingo in ten 
minutes and Bongo Bravo would be back in 30 drates. New Lott aircraft 
reported cawing in but they bad no high cap. They re; meted high cep from 
Astronaut. With no high oovmr for 20 minutes at least, we actrisedlockett to hold 
short and Sandy, Hobo, and Crown 29 pulled back to Ser. Teu awaiting high cap. 
At 0302Z Compress again advised us to have Sandy 13 direct high cap for expanding 
ordnance and am advised that no Sandy 13 mat anywhere in the area to be found. 
We checked with the Sandys and found out that Hobo 93 aad been Sandy 13 in the 
days previous search. He was ("reroute with Jolly Greet to Site 36 and said he 
did not *Ire enough fuel to return to the search area and etback to home plate. 
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At 031n we told Compress that Jolly Green and lobo 9:1 and Sandy were 7minutes 
e t of Site 36. At 0324Z Astronaut said Seagrape 103 and 104 were innamnd . 

 for high cap, but no one could make contact. it 0326.; we advised Compress that 
remaining Sandya and aobos would only have 30 minutes to search in prim...ware& 
if they left immediately. Locketts had 2+00 hours in search area but still no 
high cap. Comprese advised we would have I.Bango &mons and 2 Ba;go Alphas for 
flak suppression. They advised to use Sandy* as forw1241 air controllers far 
the ordnance expending. Sandy, Bobo and Lockett FlUts did not know the positions 
of any flak or ground fire in the primary search area They said they could 
draw fire possibly, but we all gt.„,eed that this vas mit good practice as there 
mem high cap and they would have to reownn-before either Bongo flight could 
return to the area. At 0335Z Compress advised as to ecall all Sandy's, !lobos 
and hi'A,  cap ASAP, and for Crown 29 to riroceed to Site 36 and orbit. When 
Rarbornsenter (destroyer) heard is recall our forces hu recalled Lockett flight. 
We arrived at Site 36 at 0402 and advised Conc.-441ms ti at Zany ,  Green was on the 
ground and the 2 survivors had departed on a Porter (Itpa Charlie Ecnoe) for 
Site 20. From there they would be taken to Ude= via another aircraft. We 
departed Site 36 at 0545Z after being relieved by Crain 2E. We landed at 0647Z. 

4. Pertinent comentst There wan a breakdown in /lig/ cap during this entire 
effort. Out of the 3+41 hours covering the span when *aver was needed we only 
had 1+05. Lockett flight and Ntahle 62 were left in the primary SAR area without 
carer and about the same time bogeys approached fromihe riorth. We considered 
using Pedron for Angel 07 backup, but were told to le ye them at Site 36 on 
Red Alert. We could not enter the primary search. sr. (for Jolly Green 85 and 
2 Sandys downed) because there was no high cover pravtded after the recovery of 
the 2-navy surtivors. Sendys could not directs:pending of ordnance because by 
the tine Bongo Bravo started back to the SAR area all Sandys and aoboe were 
Bingo fuel. None of the low cover aircraft kw" the location of the gyaund fire. 
I decided when the Navy dWaimer went down and only 2 could be recovered this 
became our artmulrldosiono  I considered the 2 comdt.lve survivors paramount 
ewer ifocessible recoveries with whom no visual contact had peen made. Even 
though the Navy survive:reappeared to be in an isolatud area (mmontein peek 
mitkvalleye and villages around it 5RM distant) I cotldeot by 	then for 
poinilthlereooveriee.- Overall except for high ocrinrve thaugbt the reenvery 
etlir navy survivors vas beuadled with flexibilityskis* is the by-ford of rezone. 'a scent Itosnander I had to tun ar best judgment a the situation when the 

" 'shopper was dawned. The maple:don we suddenly eoupletelt.chengepli ,Xa.tor _ 
;.$101Isiarth*  Col larechner, end Col *kik all agreed thal I Made the preperilselsien... 

the responsible rescue personnel. sirttending-  I he *crews debrieflete .: 4/tx . 
4iiiesen for motioning this is that and Air Rinision was directing thin 
Cotifeuxiltan briefed the crew before departure szd 	Carter,. Mister Operatic* 
fter:Deputy Coremender s  ald Ur Divides,. debriefed. It the debriefing t was 
atittdoised for not carrying eat the ninsion ea.briefee." Ity reason for deviating 
vas obvious I thought,. The entire nisei= *shamed balers we even got to orbit. 
MK addition Lockett 2 had bcvm shot up as had Kimble 02 and all reported heavy 
ground fire in the area.. Zolly Green 76 would- have been talrIng =eh awe than 
Rescues policy of a calculated, risk, but this is not thy I di4 not proceed as 
briefed. The Log at TACC reflected that we bad been advised to scramble the.. 
Padres for back,.dap of Angel 07 and to take Sally Greer to tne'briefed SAR area. 

- 

"we  . 	 • • - 	 'iti" 
. 	 • 	,f 	4; 

• .1. 't4 	 • 	 , 

40 



- 	„ 
This was not the ease and. the WC of Pedro 3 it Site 16 , confirmed that he 
heard Compress advise as to have Pedro* on the f3round at Site 36 on Red Alerst. 
The recovery of the nimble 62 crew went very s000thiv Lockett 3 and HiabIo 
62 Jemonstrated 30ma af the best tmamiork I have witztoaaed. Lockett2Ts refUsal 

At to abandon the search after being in trouble himsPlflema commendable. 
2 UHFs and 2 as an Crown - ., , , ...t.•statlia.tar-  .1r-A/4111) 

 long tine-T.—rue ocryalot =. , 111,1 :3•CsaVaraluiditairked vithAstmoneut 
an SKR secondary - and I handled the recovery an SLR prioaryand guard. The 
result was excellent radio dloipline and a minima of confusion. These 2 
duplicate radios have kept Ait 42-72666 from haying& single radio abort since 
it left Tachikawa 15 October 1965. 

5. necommendationas It has become difficult to know who the rescue crews 
are responsible to. One day it apl:ears to be TACC at the next its be& to 
the Rescue Moment. I woultrecommendfor the best ntsoion acocmplishment that 
this rescue operation be left - to the Rescue Contrellevs and Moment Cammander 
who are trained for and have the experience to best ?firearm this fUnction. 
A continuation of this con/Wring s1tuation amid maillwl a:rescue crew ommmmmierief 

 to err in judgement and result in a tragedy. I reroottend that all 3C-54s 
operating in South. East Asia be equippedad416i=j11. '2 HP' radios. The 
station for the airborne controller is not needed 15W  3[7:11k0.-: ,•• ■ 	:3 for 

a and rsoorfrr_echnftlerli Eltnnee. eta ta,urOlre h 
tjt the 

I 	tip 
borne controller is not needed and is aureate of valuable 

ha been the  r.  	 taisetriratiOne  

6. Everyone is trying hard to recover our darned-011Mo... I don,t .mean to 
sound =JUNO. and every word him mentioned isolincewmfAxii laisptte'be 
constructive. Hy ammearn is that we recover every pilot mho gneetanuo if 7c7---  poseible and that the air rescue image iscsabansed. 

:411A;*  R, Rig= 

Rescue Crest Conmein,doicLASSIFICATION 
CANCELLED'4 -'7;11 

o f  
Captain, um' 	

171  — ow 

Or Chanr.ccl to 	 36 as 
S_ 7 48 IRS 

By Authorp 

By 4111........ •••••1"---. 

(Dace) 

agrees 
manpower. 
It is 
independent/7 of the Pilots, however, sagla 
transmitt on the other set if so desired. The refueling situation at the 
sites is critical in soma cases during missions, Betier equipment is needed 
for fastor reboiling. The old slow hand pump method could and probably bay 
caused the failure of a recovery mission. If not, it will. We could give 
better coverage with nor. T-54  planes and arms. We cannot cover the entire area 
with one 54 airborne. We also need more choppers far better placement and 
faster !victim. 

an : 	 sat 
- , • • be b1 'to monitor and 



pilots had plotted a course around known gun position::, one of the 

A-1E's was shot down by automatic weapons fire. A CH-3C was sent to 

the location where it was believed that the A-1E went down. As it 

arrived in the area, the helicopter was hit by ground fire and th 

crew bailed out. Since little ground fire was actually reported by 

the RESCORT, a second helicopter would probably have lad a good 

chance of recovering the crew. The RCC at Udorn scraribled the two 

HH-43's at Lima Site 36, but the 2AD Command Post overruled this 
100/ 

order and directed a recall of all SAR forces. 

The USN, however, had launched a helicopter to attempt a 

recovery of the CH-3C crew. The A-1E's, which had not withdrawn 

in spite of the order, were directed to meet this helicopter at the 

coast and escort it to the scene. On the way to the rendezvous the 

wingman reported ground fire, pulled into the clouds, and no further 

contact was ever made with him. The remaining A-1E and the heli-

copter searched the area until the helicopter had to refuel. Even 

though it was dark by that time the helicopter retu/ned and made 

voice contact with one of the crew members. Fortunately, the crew 

member, SSgt Naugle, had a cigarette lighter which II( used to signal 

the helicopter. A successful pick-up was made but C-ptain Warren Lilly 
101, 

and his other crew members could not be located. 

The next morning the Navy helicopter set oul. to try to recover 

the remaining crew members. Enroute a MIG alert was received and the 

helicopter descended to get between cloud layers. I was hitby 
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In August 1965, the 602nd Air CommLndo Squadron began rotating 

its A-1E aircraft from Bien Hoa to Udorn to provide RESCORT. In 

February 1966, the 602nd Air Commando Squad/on moved all of its opera- 
97/ 

tions to Udorn, with SAR RESCORT as one of its primary missions. 

With this USAF buildup, direct SAR support from Air America 

in Laos was needed less. Air America continued to provide SAR for 

the RLAF, their own operations, and on an on-cell basis for U.S. air-

craft. At present Air American continues to furnish the USAF SAR 

forces with staging sites, weather informatim, and intelligence, all 
98/ 

of which are indispensable to successful operations. 

The USAF SAR equipment and its disposition in the summer and 

fall of 1965, was still an interim proposition. The longer range and 

greater speed of the CH-3C were significant ..mprovements, but their 

small number, and their lack of survivabilit:' in combat, limited their 

effectiveness. One of the two helicopters a:signed was usually out of 

commission. Consequently, they could not be employed as a pair. This 
99/ 

single mode of operation is avoided if at al] possible. 	These two 

shortcomings were both tragically brought out during a rescue mission, 

6-7 November 1965. 

On 5 November, Oak Lead, an F-105, disappeared over NVN. 

There was some possibility that the pilot had survived, since his 

plane was last seen heading into a cloud, and an electronic search 

was initiated by two A-1E aircraft on the following day. Although the 
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pilots had plotted a course around known gun position;, one of the 

A-1E's was shot down by automatic weapons fire. A CH-3C was sent to 

the location where it was believed that the A-1E went down. As it 

arrived in the area, the helicopter was hit by ground fire and the 

crew bailed out. Since little ground fire was actually reported by 

the RESCORT, a second helicopter would probably have aad a good 

chance of recovering the crew. The RCC at Udorn scrambled the two 

HH-43's at Lima Site 36, but the 2AD Command Post overruled this 
100/ 

order and directed a recall of all SR forces. 

The USN, however, had launched a helicopter to attempt a 

recovery of the CH-3C crew. The A-1E's, which had nct withdrawn 

in spite of the order, were directed to meet this helicopter at the 

coast and escort it to the scene. On the way to the rendezvous the 

wingman reported ground fire, pulled into the clouds, and no further 

contact was ever made with him. The remaining A-1E 	c1 the heli- 

copter searched the area until the helicopter had to refuel. Even 

though it was dark by that time. the helicopter retuined and made 

voice contact with one of the crew members. Fortunately, the crew 

member, SSgt Naugle, had a cigarette lighter which hE used to signal 

the helicopter. A successful pick-up was made but Cptain Warren Lilly 
101 /  

and his other crew members could not be located. 

The next morning the Navy helicopter set out to try to recover 

the remaining crew members. Enroute a MIG alert was received and the 

helicopter descended to get between cloud layers. IL was hitby 
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automatic weapons fire, the fuel lines were ruptured, and it made an 

emergency landing in North Vietnam. The two escort aircraft were also 

hit and one of them had to make a gear up leading at Da Nang. The 

second USAF CH-3C was on its way to the bailDut site when it received 

word about the Navy helicopter in distress. It diverted and between 

the CH-3C and another Navy helicopter all of the crew members were 

recovered. Neither had enough fuel, however, to proceed to the other 
102/ 

crash scenes. 

A first light search was conducted )n 8 November for the 

unrecovered crew members. The A-1E's picked up a beeper signal but, 

as more aiAraft entered the area, heavy groind fire was encountered 

and several planes sustained battle damage. At this point the mission 
103/ 

was suspended. 

This mission not only illustrates the shortcomings mentioned 

above but also indicates how critical judgment and coordination become 

in a search and rescue effort. The original decision to conduct a 

search for Oak Lead was based on the slim po!.sibility that, because 

of the cloud deck and the general confusion _n Oak flight at the time, 

the pilot could have made a successful bailott without being seen. 

The position originally given for the first i-lE pilot's bailout turned 

out to be wrong, thus compounding the confusion that existed. At one 

point the A-1E's and the Navy helicopter were not acting in coordination 

with the central controlling authority. Wher disaster follows disaster, 

at what point should the mission be suspendec? Differences of opinion 
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requirements of an expanding and contracting conflict. Improved rescue 
aircraft and equipment enhanced aircrew recovery capabilities, as doctrine 
and tactics evolved to meet the changing demands imposed by ever-
improving enemy defenses. 

Most of the time, planning, skill, tactics, and equipment, combined 
with raw courage of the men, pulled rescue forces through the most pre-
carious situations. Death or captivity, however, were always possibilities. 
All these elements were present during a rescue effort that began on 
November 5, 1965, when Oak 01, an F-105 returning from a mission near 
Hanoi, flew into a cloud and disappeared. The wingmin reported Oak Ol's 
last known position, but noticed no antiaircraft fire, inissile firings, or ex-
plosion. Because of the rapidly deteriorating weather and approaching 
darkness no rescue attempt was made. 

At dawn, under clearing skies, Sandy 11 and Sancy 12, a pair of A - is, 
flew over North Vietnam to where Oak 01 had disappeared. Antiaircraft 
fire hit Sandy 12, and the pilot ejected. Sandy 11 circled and soon spotted 
the downed pilot. Jolly Green 85, a CH-3C commanced by Capt. Warren 
R. Lilly, was enroute to the survivor as two more A-1Es scrambled from 
Udorn to form a search and rescue task force. Enemy small arms fire cut in-
to Jolly 85 as it neared the survivor. Lilly managed to raise his badly 
damaged helicopter to an altitude sufficient for bailing out. As the Sandys 
circled, Lilly punched in the automatic pilot and made his way to the door. 
Pilots in the A-1s reported that four chutes had opened and soon made 
voice and beeper contact with the downed crewmen. N Irmally, since rescue 
helicopters usually flew in pairs to meet emergencies like this, the second 
chopper — the high bird — would have swooped in for the recovery. But, 
because of mechanical problems, only Jolly Green 85 was available for this 
particular mission. 

Help, however, was on the way. A U.S. Navy Sikorsky SH-3 Sea 
Knight helicopter, Nimble 62, reported it was flying toward the crash scene 
from the carrier Independence. Two A-lEs, Sandys 13 and 14, flew to in-
tercept the Sea Knight and escort it into the rescue area. They rendezvoused 
with Nimble 62 just east of the Vietnamese coast and flew alongside it over 
the beach and westward toward the jungled mountains of North Vietnam. 
When the pilot of Sandy 14 spotted 37-mm tracers e peeled off into a 
cloud in an evasive maneuver. Like Oak 01, Sandy 14 disappeared forever. 
Sandy 13 and Nimble 62 searched the area but found no sign of wreckage or 
a survivor. When their fuel ran low the A-1s returned to Udorn and Nimble 
62 flew back to its carrier. After refueling, Nimble 62, with an escort of 
Navy A-1 Es, returned to search for Sandy 14, but after an hour without 
contact with the missing pilot they flew on to the wreckage of Jolly Green 
85. At dusk, just before abandoning the search until dawn, a Navy A-1 pilot 
monitored a beeper's signal. As darkness engulfed th t.  circling task force, 
Nimble 62 dipped down for a tree-top level visual sear , :h. The copilot spot- 
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ted a tiny light and ordered the penetrator down to pick up the parajumper 
from Jolly Green 85. The A-lEs and the helicopter, with in Air Force 
sergeant — who would be forevp ,- 	- 	he U.S. Navy and his Zippo 
cigarette lighter  

The early rays 	.1 p F 
Nimble 62 and its  elck 
course for the Jolly 	N Atjo.. LAS- 
nam came into view 

— Mig alert. Enemy jei  fru  ism FAZ 	— 

sampans were clear!' 

the Independer ce." 
d off the Gulf of Tonkin as 
he carrier's dtck and set a 
green coast of North Viet- 
radar picket plane issued a 
:ept attempt. ishermen on 

_A its escort flew just above 
the waves then skin.1u over the beaches to the jungle where they en-
countered intense small arms fire. Nimble 62 shuddered a.; bullets tore 
through its skin to slash at fuel lines and control cables. Unable to turn back 
because of rapid fuel loss, the helicopter pilot made a con :rolled crash-
landing inside North Vietnam. As the downed aircrew broke c ut M-16s and 
prepared to fight for their lives, the A-1s blasted enemy troops moving 
toward the wreckage. Meanwhile, a second Sea Knight scrambled from the 
Independence as a CH-3C left its forward operating base in Laos. The 
North Vietnamese moved an antiaircraft gun into the area and the A-1 
pilots suddenly realized they were involved in a shoot- out. Heavily 
damaged, the two Skyraiders limped southward to make gear-up belly land-
ings at Da Nang. Meanwhile, the Sea Knight raced to the , :rash site and 
rescued all the survivors. Additional A-1s from the carrier then demolished 
the downed chopper to keep it from falling into enemy hands. 50  

Meanwhile, encouraged by the rescue of the parajumper, the search for 
other survivors of Jolly Green 85 continued. Late on the afternoon of 
November 7, an Air Force Sandy pilot heard a beeper signal, but darkness 
precluded pinpointing the source. Throughout the night, in operations 
rooms at Udorn and Nakhon Phanorn, at the Joint Search and Rescue 
Center in Saigon and Rescue Control Center at Da Nang, and aboard the 
Independence, intelligence officers, operations officers, and pilots planned 
the next day's efforts. On flight lines and in hangars through( ut South Viet-
nam and Thailand, as well as in the bowels of the Independence, mechanics 
and munitions loaders prepared their planes and helicopters. In the jungles 
of North Vietnam the enemy cleaned their weapons and rested before the in-
evitable fight. An aerial task force of A-is, CH-3Cs, and SF{-3s rose with 
the sun and converged on the Jolly Green crash. Air Force F-100s from Da 
Nang and Navy F-8 Crusaders from the Independence flew toward their 
assigned anti-Mig combat air patrol orbit. 

A-Is flew low over the helicopter wreckage and finally picked up the 
sound of a beeper. Two Air Force Skyraider pilots were concentrating on 
the signal when enemy gunfire ripped, almost simultaneously, into both 
airplanes. While the two damaged A-1s returned to Udorn, their comrades 
strafed the enemy gunners who answered with 23-mm, 37-.nm, and small 
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arms fire. Meanwhle, rescue controllers  in  Saigon and at the rescue control 
centers at Udorn and Da Nang decided that further efforts would only 
result in additional casualties. Grudgingly they called off the rescue opera-
tions. Their decision, though  a  painful one, was :orrect. Capt. Warren 
Lilly, Lt. Jerry Singleton, and SSgt Arthur Cromier, captured soon after 
parachuting  into  the jungle, were already miles away.  on  their way to prison 
camps in Hanoi,' ' 

Rescue was indeed a risky business, and A-1 pilots shared the danger 
with the chopper crews. By 1967 the A-1E had the highest overall loss rate 
of any airplane in Southeast Asia. Skyraider loss rates per 1,000 sorties 
ranged from 1.0 in South Vietnam to 2.3 over Laos and up to 6.2 for mis-
sions over North Vietnam. The high loss rate over North Vietnam was 
directly attributable to the A-1s rescue escort role. Of the twenty-five A-1s 
shot down over North Vietnam between June 1966 and June 1967, seven 
were lost on rescue missions. 52  

Korean War vintage, propeller-driven A-1 Sk yraiders, like the hel-
icopters they escorted, were slow and faced extreme danger when flying 
into an area where enemy defenses could shoot down a modern jet fighter. 
Careful mission planning followed by controlled execution took some edge 
off the danger. The task of controlling rescue missions evolved with the in-
creasing commitment of American forces. 

Before June 1964, the covert nature of operations buried the rescue 
task in secrecy as search and rescue controllers worked in a liaison capacity 
within the air operations center at Tan Son Nhut. With the rapid increase in 
air activity, starting in August 1964 and gaining momentum thereafter, the 
cloak of secrecy lifted and rescue personnel began functioning overtly. On 
July 1, 1965, when Detachment 3, Pacific Air Rescue Center, became the 
38th Air Rescue Squadron, manning the Joint Search and Rescue Center, 
functioning in Tan Son Nhut's Air Operations Center since 1962, became 
part of their mission." 

The Joint Search and Rescue Center was responsible for rescue opera-
tions in the Bangkok-Saigon Flight Information Regions. It had overall 
control for coordination of rescue activities in the Republic of Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and most of North Vietnam, with the Seventh 
Fleet having control of search and rescue in the waters adjacent to North 
Vietnam. The rescue control centers at Da Nang and Udorn had regional 
responsibilities and acted in a liaison capacity." Search and rescue in South 
Vietnam was necessarily a coordinated effort involv:ng the Air Force, U.S. 
Army, Marines, and the Vietnamese Air Force. Coordination was ac-
complished through the Joint Search and Rescue Center, the Tactical Air 
Control Center at Tan Son Nhut, corps direct air support centers — respon-
sible for coordinated air activity within each of the four corps areas — and 
other agencies like the rescue coordination centers at Da Nang and Udorn. 
While the Vietnamese Air Force was responsible for its own rescue func- 
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SINGLETON, JERRY ALLEN 

Name: Jerry Allen Singleton 
Rank/Branch: 02/United States Air Force 
Unit: DET 1, 38th ARS 
Date of Birth: 
Home City of Record: Oklahoma City OK 
Date of Loss: 06 November 1965 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 202000N 1053000E 
Status (in 1973): Returnee 
Category: 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: CH3C 

Other Personnel in Incident: Warren Lilly, returnee, pilot; Arthur Cormier, 
returnee, pararescue; Sgt. Nagle, flight engineer, (burned, escaped, evaded, 
rescued) 

Source: Compiled by P.O.W. NETWORK March 1997 from one or more of the 
following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with 
POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. 

REMARKS: 021273 RELEASED BY DRV 

SOURCE: WE CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captain and Mrs. Frederic A Wyatt (USNR Ret), Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.O.W. Publications, 10250 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text is reproduced as found in the original publication (including date and 
spelling errors). 

JERRY A. SINGLETON 
Captain - United States Air Force 
Shot Down: November 6, 1965 
Released: February 12, 1973 

I grew up and attended high school in Oklahoma City. I attended the United 
States Air Force Academy and graduated in 1962. After pilot training I was 
assigned to helicopters and in September of 1965, I went co Southeast Asia to 
fly CH-3C rescue helicopters (Jolly Green). Our mission was to recover 
American pilots downed over North Vietnam. The Jolly Green in which I was 
flying was shot down over North Vietnam on November 6, 1955 and I was 
captured. I was released on February 12, 1973. 

My wife, Bonnie, and I have a son, Rick, who was born after I was shot down. 
Our first meeting was a very happy day for me. We are living in a new home, 
the bad dream is over, the future is bright, and the three of us are very 
happy together. 

I will be taking about three years extended leave from the Air Force to attend 
law school. After that I will go back on active duty with the Air Force. 

I was very pleased by the wonderfully warm welcome we received when we 
returned to the United States as free men. I was also very pleased to 
learn about the many people who supported or participated in efforts to make 
the North Vietnamese, Viet Cong, and the other communist captors in Southeast 
Asia treat us according to the Geneva Accords on Prisoners of War, and to 
obtain our release. I personally believe these efforts saved many lives of 
American Prisoners of War, and I am eternally grateful for your work, 
thoughts, and prayers in our behalf. 

http://www.asde.net/—pownet/bios/s/s102.htm 	 10/18/99 
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I feel very fortunate now. My efforts as an American soldier in Vietnam only 
required a few years from me. Many men gave their lives proudly and 
unselfishly. We cannot do anything for these men now. We can't even say 
"Thank you But we can honor them by giving time and effprt to make ourselves 
better citizens - and in so doing, make the United States of America an even 
better country. 

Our Country, the U.S.A., is not perfect, and it never win be. But it is the 
best in the world today. Love it, honor it, work for it, and protect it, and 
it will reward you many times over. 

God bless America 

December 1996 
Jerry Singleton became a Chaplain after his release. He retired from the 
United States Air Force as a Lt. Colonel. He and his wife Barbara reside in 
Texas. 

http://wwvv.asde.net/-pownet/bios/s/s  1 02. htrn 	 10/18/99 
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Name: Arthur Cormier 
Rank/Branch: E5/United States Air Force 
Unit: DET 1, 38th ARS 
Date of Birth: 24 October 1934 
Home City of Record: West Orange NJ 
Date of Loss: 06 November 1965 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 202000N 1053000E 
Status (in 1973): Returnee 
Category: 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: CH3C 

Other Personnel in Incident: Warren Lilly, returnee, pilot; Jerry Singleton, 
returnee, co-pilot; Sgt. Naugle, flight engineer, (burned, escaped, evaded, 
rescued) 

Source: Compiled by P.O.W. NETWORK March 1997 from one or more of the 
following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with 
POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. 

REMARKS: 021273 RELEASED BY DRV 

SOURCE: WE CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captain and Mrs. Frederic A Wyatt (USNR Ret), Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.O.W. Publications, 10250 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text is reproduced as found in the original publication (including date and 
spelling errors). 
November 1996 - Edited by request of Capt. Arthur Cormier, USAF RET 

ARTHUR CORNIER 
S M Sergeant- United States Air Force 
Shot down: November 6, 1965 
Released: February 12, 1973 

I was born in Rumford, Maine on 24 October 1934. I lived :here until I was 
six years old. We then moved to Boston, Massachusetts and New Jersey. I was 
reared in Lincoln Park, New Jersey, and finished my last 7._wo years of high 
school in West Orange, New Jersey. I graduated in 1953 the eldest of six 
childen (three boys and three girls). 

I joined the Air Force in April 1954. I took my basic training at Sampson 
AFB, New York, followed by a a tour in Germany, May 1955 -Lo November 1957. 

http://www.asde.nett—pownet/bios/c/c095.htm 	 10/16/99 
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During my tour at Suffolk County AFB, New York, February 1958 to February 
1960, I met my wife, Eileen M. Weth, from Bay Shore, New York. We were 
married 1, January 1960. We had four children Sean 12, Daphne 11, Mercedes 
10, Kevin 9. 

I spent a year Minot AFB, North Dakota February 1960 to February 1961 then 
Andrew, AFB, Maryland, August 1961 to March 1963. I joined Rescue in April 
1963 as a Para-rescueman. I had two tours in Vietnam and as shot down on my 
second tour. Our helicopter was shot down 30 miles from Hanoi on 6 November 
1965. 

I have enrolled this fall (1973) at Long Island University and plan to 
finish my under graduate degree within the next two years. The future looks 
very bright to me and it's a good world. Thank you for the prayers and help 
bestowed so abundantly upon my wife and my family over the years. We 
especially thank you for the magnificent homecoming. 

November 1996 
Eileen and Arthur subsequenty divorced. Both have remarried. Arthur retired 
from the United States Air Force as a Captain. He and his wife Merry K. have 
2 children and reside in Massachusetts. 
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LILLY, WARREN E. 

Name: Warren E. Lilly 
Rank/Branch: 03/United States Air Force/pilot 
Unit: DET 1, 38th ARS 
Date of Birth: 
Home City of Record: Dallas, TX 
Date of Loss: 06 November 1965 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 202000N 1053000E 
Status (in 1973): Returnee 
Category: 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: CH3C 

Other Personnel in Incident: Jerry Singleton, returnee, co-pilot; Arthur 
Cormier, returnee, pararescue; S/Sgt. Naugle (escaped, evaded, rescued, 
badly burned) 

Source: Compiled by P.O.W. NETWORK March 1997 from one or more of the 
following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with 
POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. 

REMARKS: 021273 RELEASES BY DRV INJURED 

SOURCE: WE CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captain and Mrs. Frederic A Wyatt (USNR Ret), Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.O.W. Publications, 10250 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text is reproduced as found in the original publication (including date and 
spelling errors). 

WARREN R. LILLY 
Lieutenant Colonel - United States Air Force 
Shot Down: November 6, 1965 
Released: February 12, 1973 

The statement below was given at Nederland, thanking them for dedicating a 
Freedom Tree to me during my detention. It sums up how I feel. It's the men 
who won't or haven't come back that deserve remembering, the rest of us just 
did our jobs. 

MESSAGE 
On 14 October 1972 a plaque and flame were dedicated specifically to myself 
and those who were detained or listed as MIA in the Vietnam conflict. I 
would like to thank you for the thoughts that you offered that so heavily 
contributed to my presence here with you today. I consider myself very 
fortunate and totally inadequate to receive the honors you have bestowed 
upon me, for I have returned. It is those brave men who have not returned 
that so rightfully deserve yours and the nation's highest tribute. The men 
of whom I speak are those who made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam, and 
those whose fate yet remains unknown. Vietnam was perhaps the most 
difficult, least understood, and least supported military endeavor ever 
undertaken by our nation. But our KIA's and MIA's did not fail their duty 
and because of their devotion to their country, PEACE 	HONOR, tenuous 
though it may be, was obtained. Their personal sacrifice must never be 
forgotten, for they did it for you and for me. At the present time our 
government is making every effort to account for all those whose fate 
remains in question in Vietnam. The communists continue to procrastinate in 
making it possible to accurately conclude this final accounting. It is your 
continuing concern for these men which will uttimately result in a terminal 

http://www.asde.net/—pownettbios/1/1045.htni 	 10/18/99 
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conclusion to Vietnam for it cannot be so until we know as absolutely 
certain as possible the fate of all who served our country so valiantly, 
whose families continue to wait. Our country is a far richer place for what 
these men have sacrificed 	They did not forget you ... DO NOT FORGET 
THEM! 

December 1996 
Warren Lilly retired from the United States Air Force as a Colonel. He and 
his wife Gwen reside in Alabama. 

http://www.asde.net/-pownet/bios/1/1045.htm 	 10/18/99 
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AIR FCRCE'TN 1;F,T 
MEDALS FOR \TAUT.  

Saigon -- Two Air Force rescue helicopter crermen of the 1P4-1' 

Rescue and Recovery Squadron have been awarded the Silver Stae 	th United Stz 

third highest award for valor. 

Capt. Jerry Jennings of El Paso, Tex., and S.Sgt. Berkley F. flaugle of 

Gettysburg, Fa., were presented the medals recently by Col. Donald T. Smith 

commander of the Paefic Air Rescue Center. 

Jennings, an HN-3C helicopter pilot, wa cited for bravery when he flel.r 

deep into Viet Cong-contrclled territory las November to rescuf a dovred ir 

Force pilot. 

Despite intense enemy groundfire, Jenrtngs made repeated slow passes ove/ 

the rescue area . .efere locating the pilot. Pecause the helicopter hoist was 

broken he could not lift the pilot to the helicopter and had lane and nick up 

his man as the VC were closing in. 

During the descent, the helicopter's rotor blades stuck by sur-

roundinr trees but Jenninrs still managed to lift his crew and the pilot to 

safety. 

Naugle, a helicopter flight mechanic, t -as on a rescue mison over North 

Viet Nam last November when enemy gunfire touched off an explosion that ble ,, 

 him through the hatch door. He opered his parachute and landed safel in a 

jungle village. 

liespite injuries suffered in the explosLon raugle evarled five truckloads 

of enemy troops who combed the area searching for him, 

At night, he worked his way to a hillte :he-e he ra iocA for help and 

was rescued. 
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Rescue For the Perishing  

When a Flier Jumps Over Vietnam 
Jolly Green Giants Hurry to Help 

Continued From Page One 

Vietnam are impressive. Since the raids 
began on North Vietnam on Feb. 7, 1965, 
the United States has lost about 215 
planes, flown by about 230 crewmen. 
(Some planes carry more than one man.) 
But of all these, the air-crew rescue 
squadrons have pWked up more than 116 
men, and nearly always under fire. 

Inside South Vietnam, the pilot who 
gets out of his wrecked plane alive and 
well can almost count on surviving; rarely 
does the air-crew rescue squadron lose 
one of these pilots. So far, 177 have been 
picked up in South Vietnam. 

The 'Safest' Spot of All 
Bailing out into the Gulf of Tonkin, a 

150-mile wide ocean separating North 
Vietnam and the Red Chinese island of 
Hainan, is safest of all. Thirty-three 
pilots have jumped into the Gulf of Ton-
kin, and 32 have been picked up. The 
other man drowned. 

Pilots call the rescue men the "Jolly 
Green Giants," partly because their shape-
less green helicopters are, after all, pretty 
big, and because, to the pilot bobbing in 
the ocean or sitting in terror in the enemy 
jungle, the air-rescue man's job is the 
biggest job in all of Vietnam. 

Major Haynes, the man whose brown-
and-green crio-pper has picked up more 
than 20 downed- aviators inside North 
Vietnam, is, himself, a giant of a man. 
Like a lot of helicopter pilots, he tends to 
talk too loud, a habit formed from hours 
of yelling at other crewmen and men on 
the ground over the noise of the clattering 
rotor blades. 

The gangling choppers, it hardly needs 
be said, offer fat, slow targets for snip-
ing Viet Cong gunners on the ground. 
And, once the downed flyer is spotted, the 
chopper must hover over him for several 
minutes, presenting a standing target that 
is laced with oil and fuel lines and hy-
draulic systems. 

Most Dramatic Rescue 
Three of these choppers have them-

selves been knocked down in North Viet-
nam, and it was one of Baylor Haynes' 
air crewmen who was the star of one of 
the service's most dramatic and unlikely 
rescues. 
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or South Vietnam, he signals "M ay Day!' 
This is the international distre.;s signal 
the signal that the pilot is dit thing. At 
this instant, a unit of the 3rd Aei o Rescue 
Group starts building a resc ie "task 
force." How big this task force becomes 
depends on how badly the plane is hit, 
where the pilot expeets to ride- his plane 
down or where he expects to 1 uid if he 
bails out, whether he is him& lf hit or 
otherwise hurt. 

A huge C-54 transport, flying onstantly 
In an assigned pattern in expe( tation of 
just this crisis, immediately 'inds the 
wounded plane on radar, make:. a quick 
judgment of how much help is ne !ded, and 
starts calling it in. C LiEr. 

Staff Sgt. Berkeley E. Naugle, 32 
Gettysburg, Pa., rode flight engineei 
a rescue ship up north one morning 
before President Johnson ordered the 
in the bombing of North Vietnam; at 
time, just before Christmas, U.S. born] 
regularly-attacked key targets near Ha 
the capital. 

It was on one of these flights that 
geant Naugle's HH-3C, one of the 
choppers, was hit hard in a vulner. 
spot and burst into flames. The sergi 
Jumped out, suffering burns so sever( 
could barely maneuver his parach 
He fell, otherwise unhurt, into the jtu 
40 miles southwest of Hanoi-250 m 
as another helicopter flies, from Thail; 
the nearest safe area. 

On his way down, Sergeant Naugle 
all his survival gear except, fortunat 
a tiny but powerful transistor transce 
—a two-way radio not much bigger t 
a package of cigarets. For a long ti 
he had no one to talk to, transceivei 
not. He spent most of the day, seven ho 
scrambling through the jungle elu( 
patrols sent out by Communist NI 
Vietnam officers who had seen him jt 
from the burning helicopter. 

Tiny Light in the Jungle 
As night fell a rescue chopper ( 

tered overhead. More in wild hope tha 
expectation of being seen, the serg( 
signaled the rescue chopper with the ( 
beacon he had—a tiny cigaret ugh 
Somehow, a clear-eyed crewman on 
chopper saw the flickering lighter ben( 
the jungle canopy, and within a few r 
utes the thoroughly astonished serg( 
was pulled aboard for the ride homE 
Thailand. 

Most rescues are routine, though 
routine is anything but undramatic. 

When a pilot is hit, whether in N( 



Aerospace Rescue's Colonel Beall, "and 
that means it ought to work well in the 
jungle because we'd only need a 30-foot 
clearing to get a man out." 

The Air Force is experimenting, too, 
with an infrared flasher for nighttime 
rescue. But now, anyway, the list of items 
the Air Force requires its pilots to carry 
is small: A transceiver (radio), flares and 
smoke bombs, a mirror (to attract rescue 
ships during sunlight hours), and an elec-
tric vapor-light for night flights. 

For all its exotic gear and best-laid 
plans, some of the most dramatic and all-
but-impossible pilot "saves" are made in 
the best flying-by-the-seat-of-the-pants tra-
dition. 

One day not long ago, an Air Force 
C-130, a giant four-engine transport, 
picked up a weak distress signal while 
cruising up the coastline of Vietnam not 
far north of the growing port city of Cam 
•Ranh Bay. 

-4 In Enemy-Held Territory 
Capt. Jimmie L. Jay of Stillwater, 

Texas, turned to follow the signal and a 
few minutes later spotted an Army heli-
copter down on the beach, its crew out-
side waving for help. He tried to call the 
downed chopper, but by this time the 
little's bird's weak radio had finally quit 
for good. 

Climbing quickly to a higher altitude 

to improve his own radio transmission, 
Captain Jay notified the base at Cam 
Ranh Bay. But because th.s area was 
known for a concentration of Communist 
Viet Cong, Captain Jay and his crew 
kept eyes out for something close, some-
thing small enough to land cri the beach. 

They found them, a format ion of Army 
"Huey" helicopters flying crit at sea a 
few miles away. He tried calling them ' 
by radio, but couldn't find their radio 
channel. 

"There wasn't anything el5e to do," he 
said, "so I tried some 'sheep-dog tac-
tics.'" Nosing his giant trar sport to the 
helicopter*. altitude, Captain Jay began 
circling them, slowly closin:* his orbit. 
The little helicopters were quickly con-
vinced they better pay attention; a C-130 
is, after all, a lot bigger ban a tiny 
"Huey." The helicopters soon got the 
Idea, headed for the beach ind rescued 
the helicopter crew. 

Some of the "saves" are even more 
daring, and often by men IA ho have no 
special rescue training. One of the most 
celebrated was the pick-up c.f a downed 
pilot at the Special Forces camp at A 
Shau in northwest Vietnam 1st month. 

Air Force Maj. Bernard Fischer, who 
landed his Skyraider under fire on al 
bombed-out landing strip and waited for 
his buddy to sprint to the plane, may well 
have won the Medal o. Honor 

Most of the pilot pick-u7s are, for 
Major Haynes and the men like him, a 
routine day's work. To the :nan on the 
ground, though, the Jolly G --een Giants 
are giants indeed. -WESLEY PRUDEN, JR. 

- 


