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MISSION NARRATIVE 

1. MISSION NIMER: DET 7-38-671/21  NOV 65 

2. SAR ALERTED Br: PRIMARY" CEASE PHONE 

3. TLYtt aka AIRCRAFT USED: BH-43F ECELICOPTER CREW COMMANDER: 

CUT ALVA G. aRAFAM,  DET 7, 38AR5, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 

CO-PILOT: CAPT ROCKWELL N. GRIME, DST 7 Wats, LINCOLN, Kau 

BELICOOMMICHANIC: AtC RONALD E. REWARD, DET 7 38ka5, sucua 

OHIO. PARARESCUE: A1C MICHAEL D. LEONARD, DET 7 38ARs, LLWLER, 

IOWA. 

4.- TIME FROM INITIAL NOTIFICATION TO PICKUP: samoommrminum.., 

5. CAP ASSISTAIMIE: NO 

6. LANDED ON class! SLOPE JUST  Imstwcpaammsa FRIONSOR MOP« 

7. A  LaGE SEARCHLIGHT ILLUMNATED THE WRECKAGE. 

8. acainvaas MOST SERIOUSLY INJURED AHD EVACUATED BY HELICOPTER 

WERE: 
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SECURITY CLASSIFICAUCN 

JOINT MESSAGEFORM- CONTINII....JN r 	 ' LAS EFTO sit 
,Rom 

DEM 7 5FIAR7-scus 

A1C MICYART, J. KELLY, 

1LT ROGER RUCKEM, 	_ 

CM.WOWNS UNKNOWN. 

9. SUMMARY OF EVENTS1 T1i2, HH-43F CREW WAS ASP ...RP IN THE ALERT 

ON THE .FLIGHT LINE WHEN.THE PRIMARY CRASH PHONE RANG AT 0035. 

A C-123 a& CRASHED amziKILE SHORT OF RUNWAY  35. masa'. OF 

SOULS ON BOARD WAS NOT KNOWN AT ThIS TIME. CAPT GREENE 

TELEPHONEM THE BARRACKS TO SCRAMBLE Tb.1.1 SECOND AlizT CREW. THE 

HELICOPTLIIS HAD BEEN TIED DOWN AND Alicalam FOR Sz,vsdE WEATHM 

WARNING. THE PRIMARY ALFRT CREW, ASSISTED BY HOOK UP MAN,  

TSGT ROBRRT K. FLANDEMS, DET 7, 38ARS, AVENAL, CALIF., INTIM 

TEE ALERT HELICOPTER AND WAS AIRBORNE NINE MINUTES AFTER  

PRIMARY CRASH PHONE RANG. SSGT PATRICK, CONTROL TOWER OPERATER 

PRTAYED EXCILOT DIRECTIONS TO CAPT GRAHAM, GLIDING HIM TO  

THE CRASH THUS SAVING VALUABLE SECONDS WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN 

spwr SEARCIdivG FOR THE CRASH. Tit& PILOTS LOCATED A GRASSY.  

JUST INSIDE THE PERIMETER FENCE AND ADJACENT 

SUITABLE FOR LANDING. THE LANDING SITE EVALUATION WAS, 

BY GUSTY WINDS AND EXTREMELY POOR VISIBILITY DUE TO THE RAIN 

AND BLIND= LIGHTS AT THE CRASH SCENE. THE TWO MOST SERIOUSLY 

INJURED, 1LT RUC KER WITH A BROKEN JAW AND AlC KMLY WITH  

CONCUSSION AND CREST INJURIES WERE IMMEDIATELY LOADEDBT 

AlC LEONARD AND AlC RENARD ASSISTED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT AND 
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- 	 ,:reC9i4ITY CL1561FiCATION 

JCT MAGI:FORM - CONTI, TION 411Fr A !c  r 	1,As .4.7ro 
FROM. 

ka7 3EmaLscuz 

USAF DI SP al SARY PE2SONNEL ON THE SCENE. THE CABIN CREW:EOM 

LOST /HEIR CAPABILITY OF TRANSMITTIN TO THE PILOTS SO CAPT 

GRENE AND A1C LEONARD COMMUNICATED BY NEARS OF HAND SIGNALS 

TO DETERMINE WHEN TRE:CABIN WAS SECURE FOR TAKEOFF AND HOW MANY 

MORE SURVIVORS REQUIRE) EVACUATION. NONE OT THE  Gym  SIX  

S UR VIVORS  INCLUDES 017E4  MAkT110 KNOCKED FROM ins SANDBAGGE) 

BUNKER BY THE c-12j) REQUIRED AIRLUT EVACUATION AT THIS TIME.  

A1C LEONARD HAD TO HOLD DOWN THE LITTER PATIENT AlC KELLY WHO WAS  

IN aTREME.  PAIN. HE: ALSO HAD TO KEir, A RECUSITUBE IN A1C KRT.LY'S 

 MOUTH WHILE ADMINISTERING FIRST AID AND TREATING BOTH SURVIVORS  

FOR SHOCK. THE HAZARDOUS FLIGHT TOM FROM THE MARINE HOSPITAL  

OVER HOSTILE TERRAIN WAS FORWUNATZLY COMPLETED WITHOUT INCIDENT.. 

CAPT'S GRAHAM AID GRMNE WERE ABLE TO LOCATE 'ii UNLIGHTED 

MARINE 1:0SPITAL HELIPORT AT THE FOOT OF BILLS OBSCURED BY CLOUDS 

AND RAIN ONLY BY SUPERIOR PILOT SKILL .s . _ 
PAD RECKONING , AND LOOKING OUT THE SIDE DOORS TO  :  •  Iv  fli  

TUE 

mor AND RAIN COVERED Noss BUBBLE WAS ALMOST NoN,ssrurEnNO 
SECOND LANDING = AT TILE CRASH SITE TO viaarr Tau NO AD= 
SURVIVORS REQUIRED EVACUATEON WAS ACCOMPLISHED ON THE MUMMER' .-- 

-rhc Se concfrr .A 

1 
ROAD. ,GREW HAD REAWIED THEIR MU 'CCI:TM 	MASS CASUALTY 

EVACUATION AND -WERE JUST READY FOR TAKEOFF WHEN TUE PRIMILLY 

CitEW RETURNED TO TUE RAMP. THE SECONDARY CREW TIMBERS WERE: 

CREU COMMANDER: 1LT TOalY L. moyli, DET 7  38ARS, FORTVILLE, 
5lemUX 	 t PAGE 113.7sFrealRITY'aX3114011710N. 	 1 minims. 
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P 

3 	UNCLAS EFTO 	 I it /LA 

MI =55173-1 
	

S. Gelfelpsu vairr 	 01.1nClia •11115•—•447441 
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I-ROGL 

JET 7 38ARESCUE 

CO-PILOT: GUT JAMES C. RODENBERG, DT 7 38ARS, HALSTEAD, KS. 

HELICOPTER MECHANIC: AlC EDGAR W. FORRESTER JR, DET7 38AR5, 

NORTE ATTELBORO, MASS. 

PARARESCUE: A2C ALBERT W. FOSTER  III, DET  7  'BARS,  VIRGINIA 

BEACH, VA. ASSISTED BY TSGT PATRICK A. BOWERS, DET 7 38ARS, 

KINGSTON,N.Y. 

THE PRMARX CRW WAS SCRXMBLED AGAIN IT 0610 TO EVACUATE 

SURVIVOR A2C WRECWOLICEE A BROKEN MANDIBLE TO THE MARINE HOS 

TAKE OFF WAS AT 0620. THIS FLIGHT WAS ALSO COMPISTED WITHOUT 

INCIDM DURING DARKNESS,GUSTY WINDS, AND LIMITED VISIBILITY DUE 

TO RAIN. TIME: FORTY MINUTES. SORTIES: TWO. 	2-5-6-"6" 4716/7" 7E3  

100 COMMIVTS: THE C-123 WAS ALMOST UhTECONGNIZABLE. THE AIRCRAFT  

HAD SLID THROUGH RICE PADDIES, A MINE FIELD, ASAND BAGGED BUNKER, 

AND PERIMETER FENCE COMING TO REST JUST INSIDE TB 3 PERIMETER  

kaiCE. THE EMPENAGE BROKE OFF, WHAT WAS LEFT OF THE CABINJ_ WING,  

AND ENGINES WAS INVERTED ON TOP OF THE CRUSHED NOSE SECTION. WI:, 

WERE AkIAZED ANYONE GOT OUT Alin. THE ABSENCE OF 
POSSIBLE.. g4 (0v4=feI 

MADE lannUOCEMOF ALL.JCIL 

THE HELICOPTER 01/Ew WAS  C'ON ND  LATER  THIS MORNING THAt THEIR  

FIRST LANDING AT THE CRASH SCENE WAS MADE INA MINE FIELD. 

svmWX 

DT 7 38Alls  OPS 
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DECLASSIFIED 

20. DET PROV FIRST-1-14 Nov 65 (U).  Capt Pfadenhausr, the pilot of a 
1114-433, out on a bass support mission, noticed a crowd on the beach waving
and trying to attract his attention. After landing he learned that an air- 
man had been pulled out of the water, and was being administered artifical 
respiration. Leaving his two crevmemhers, 1st Lt Theodore S. Cochran, and 
TSgt Eddie Hagerman, to take over the first aid treatment of the still un-
conscious victim, the pilot flew to the base to pick up a doctor. By the 
time he returned to the incident scene-with the doctor, the two crewmembers 
had revived the victim. Upon the doctor's recommendation thex evacuated 
the survivor directly to the US Army hospital at Rha Trans. 42  

21. 38A2S-1138-17 Nov 65 (21,  The p8E piloted by Commander Robert Chew 
Jr, was hit by ground fire vhIle running on a traget In North Vietnam. He 
turned out to sea and ejected off the coast. The HU-16 piloted by Copt 
David Richardson had been relieved at the orbit static/6 and VAS proteeding 
to Deming when The monitored the emergency call. He was vectored into the 
survivors position by Commander Chees vingman, Following the pick up the 
survivor was taken to Densng AB. 

22. 36ARS-1141-18 Nov 65 (S).  Captain Larry Mahaffeyse F-105 was hit by 
ground fire over North Vietnam. He turned towards the mountains and ejected 
when he lost control of the aircraft. He leaded in trees 100 feet high, and 
made no attempt to reaoh the ground. The RC-54 on prepositioned orbit head-
ed toward the bail out scene and two HH.43's were scrambled from Nekton 
Phanom, Thailand. The downed pilot made contact with RESCAP aircraft utiliz-
ing his U2C.10 radio. The helicopters he difficulty finding the pilot due 
to the dense foliage, but the survivor fired several pen flares which were 
spotted by the helisopter crow. The forest penetrator was lowered, and the 
uninjured pilot recovered snd taken to Nakhon Phanom by the HH-43 pilot, 
Capt- John B. Reiderick. 2-3  

23, DT 7-671-21 Nov 65 (U). On 21  Nov 65 a.C-123  crashoci one mile short 
of thrICISWY-1Z-DIE1E1-1=— The LBR crew scrambled, and wore directed into 
the mash scene by the control tower operator. The landing at the incident 
sight liss hampered by gusty winds, heavy rain, and darkness. It was necessary 
for the helicopters to land in a mine field to pick up two of the most seri-
ously injured creemembers. The flight to the hospital VAS a busy one for 
the rescue technician, AlC Mickael D. Leonard, a* both survivors, AlC Michael 
J. Kelly and AIC Kirby R. Mhellern, were in shock. A1C Kelly's injuries 
were so painful that he had to he held down while the recusitube was held 
in his mouth, The hospital VAA unlighted and cbscurod by clouds and rain , 
but a successful landing was made. The HH.43F crew camel:14*d by Capt Alva 
O. Gramm bad indeed surmounted many obstacles in saving the 1iTt3 of the 
two survivors. 

22 Append 1 page 9 
23 Append 5 page 13 
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DECLASSIFIED 
ARBH-85 

janacel4 RESCUERS 
Name  Aircraft 

38-959-22 Sep Capt Richardson HU-16B 
38-968-24 Sep Ma) HoWelder HU-16B 

6-38-820-24 Sep Capt Layman RH-43F 
6-38-898-5 Oct Capt Murden HH-43F 

Capt Nadler 
6-38-929-9 Oct Capt Cook HH-43F 

Capt Potter 
38_-1027-13 Oct Capt Jennings HH-3 
38-1055-22 Oct Capt Porter HH-43F 
7-38-642-23 Oct Capt Cunningham RH-43F 
38-1073-28 Oct Capt Burdeaux HH-43F 

Capt McMillan HH-43F 
38-1084-1 Nov Capt Westenbarger HU-16B 
38-1088-1 Nov HH-3 
38-1110-6 Nov HH-3 
6-38-1047-6 Nov Capt Murden HH-43F 
38-1111-7 Nov Lt Kirby HU-16B 
38-1114-8 Nov* Capt Henningson HH-43B 

Capt Nadler 
38-1138-17 Nov Capt Richardson HU-16B 
38-1141-18 Nov Capt Reiderick HH-43B 
38-1150-20 Nov Capt Keesler HH-43B 
7-38-671-21  Nov Capt Graham HH-43F 

* Recovered on 9 November 

LOCATIONS  SURVIVORS  

Name 	.lardmi 	Aircraft  

1700N - 10715E capt Thong VNAF AlH 
1708N - 10768E Capt Graves USAF F4C 

U Nolan 
5 NM E. Bein Hoa Ma) Barbena USAF F-100 
8 NM E. Bien Hoa 2 Soldiers USA 

5 Soldiers USA 
10 NM W. Bien Hoa 2 Soldiers USA 

1 Soldier USA 
2132N - 10317E Ma) Randall USAF F-105 
37 NM SSW Pleiku Ma) Elliot USAF AlE 
12 NM W. DaNang 2 Marines USMC 
1635N - 10624E LCDR Lindsey USN F-4B 
1635N - 10624E LT Cooper USN F-48 
2051N - 10729E Capt Huggins USAF RF-101 
1803N - 10540E LCDR Wheat USN A4C 
2029N - 10527E 2 Navy USN SH3 
1104N - 10703E 1 Australian Aust 
1953N - 10614E LCDR Wask USN A4C 
1108N - 10657E 20 Soldiers USA 

1913N - 10748E CDR Chew USN F8E 
1814N - 10532E Capt Mahaffey USAF F-105 
1113N - 10643E 2 Soldiers USA 
1 NM S. DaNang Lt Rucker USAF C-123 

AlC Kelly 
a) 

DECLif 


