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NARRATIVE', OF RESCUE ILISSMN 

On 1g6v4eMber 1965, a CH-3C helicopter departed Nakhon Phanam 
Air Base for the purpose of locating and recovering an American 
pilot whose jet aircraft had been shot down while on a mission over 
North Vietnam. The CH-3C helicopter took off on this normally 
hazardous mission handicapped by the following: the TADAN and 
ARA-25 navigation systems were inoperative, the rescue hoist would - 
only opetate from the pilot's position, and due to a critical 
shortage at the base, there was insufficient personal survival 
equipment aboard for the craw. Two HH-43 Rescue helicopters had 
previously been scrambled from the same base on the same mission 
but had been forced to return due to minimum fuel. Ehroute to the 
area, the CH-3C was intercepted by A-13 aircrqft which were to 
provide escort and suppressive fire power as needed. Upon entering 
the area, the A-1E escort aircraft went in low over the area and 
did not draw any ground fire so the CH-3C was taken in for a close 
look. The CH-3C pilot decided to start a search along a line and 
a personnel locator "beeper" tone was heard by one of the A-13 
pilots. At almost the same time, the CH-3C copilot caught a 
fleeting glimpse of a pen gun flare. As the approach to the spot 
where the flare was sighted was started, a garbled and excited 
voice came over the air on the emergency UHF frequency. The area 
from which the flare had been fired was in a shallow valley on the 
side of a high mountain. Finally, after talking to the survivor, 
the CH-3C crew was able to pick out his location. The flight 
mechanic spotted the downed pilot in an area surrounded by very high 
trees waving his " T" shirt. The downed pilot had stated that he 
was injured, so the decision was made to lower the paramedic to the 
ground, hoping that he could then help the injured pilot to a better 
location for the pick up.. The paramedic was lowered through the 
trees and when all the available hoist cable had been extended 
( 200 feet), he was still 15 feet from the ground. He then dropped 
the rest of the way, crashing through the dense tangle of under-
brush. He located the injured man and half carried, half dragged 
him through the forest to an area which he thought would be suit-
able for a pick up. Throughout all this the helicopter pilot had 
been maintaining a steady hover with the nose of the aircraft 
brushing the top of one tree and rotor tip clearance of two feet 
from another tree towering up on the right side. Suddehly the co-
pilot noticed a high transmission oil temperature and low pressure. 
The pilot moved the helicopter and flew around letting the airflow 
around the transmission dissipate the excess heat. when the 
temperature and pressure were back within limits, the helicopter 
returned and way directed over the spot where the paramedic and 
survivor were by the two flight mechanics. The hoist was lowered 
with two "horse collars" , both men were brought up at the same 
time. The CH-3C then headed for Nakhon Phanam, one hour and 
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eighteen minutes after reaching the objective area. During the 
return flight, the paramedic, assisted by one of the flight mech-
anics, administered excellent first aid to the survivor. 

73 

Crew Members: 
RCC Capt. 
CP 1/Lt 
HM T/Sgt 
HM T/Sgt 
PJ S/Sgt 

Warren R. T.-illy  
Jerry A. Singleton 
Spence C. Heywood 
TqlliArn  J. Warren 
Arthur Cormier 
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laggpa RESCUERS LOCATIONS surivivoRs 
Name Aircraft 

38-959-22 Sep Capt Richardson HU-16B 1700N - 10716E Capt Thong VNAF AiR 
38-968-24 Sep Ma) HoWelder HU-16B 1708N - 10768E Capt Graves USAF F4C 

U Nolan 
6-38-820-24 Sep Capt Layman HH-43F 5 NM E. Rein Hoa Ma) Barbena USAF F-100 
6-38-898-5 Oct Capt Murden HH-43F 8 NM E. Bien Hoa 2 Soldiers USA 

Capt Nadler 6 Soldiers USA 
6-39-929-9 Oct Capt Cook HH-43F 10 NM W. Bien Hoa 2 Soldiers USA 

Capt Potter 1 Soldier USA 
38-1027-13 Oct 
38-1055-22 Oct 

Capt Jennings 
Capt Porter 

HH-3 
HH-43F 

2132N - 10317E 
37 NM SSW Pleiku 

Ma) Randall 
Ma) Elliot 

USAF 
USAF 

F-105 
AlE 

4."‘ 	 3  
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7-38-642-23 Oct Capt Cunningham R1I-43F 12 NM W. DaNang 2 Marines USMC 
38-1073-28 Oct Capt Burdeaux HH-43F 1635N - 10624E LCDR Lindsey USN F-4B r 

Capt McMillan HH-43F 1635N - 10624E LT Cooper USN F-4B — 

39-1084-1 Nov Capt Westenbarger HU-16B 2051N - 10729E Capt Huggins USAF RF-101 

38-1088-1 Nov HH-3 1803N - 10540E LCDR Wheat USN A4C 

38-1110-6 Nov HH-3 2029N - 10527E 2 Navy USN SH3 

6-38-1047-6 Nov Capt Munien HH-43F 1104N - 10703E 1 Australian Ausi 
38-1111-7 Nov Lt Kirby HU-16B 1953N - 10614E LCDR Wask USN A4C 

38-1114-8 Nov* Capt Henningson HH-43B 1108N - 10657E 20 Soldiers USA 
Capt Nadler 

38-1138-17 Nov Capt Richardson HU-16B 1913N - 10748E CDR Chew USN F8E 

38-1141-18 Nov Capt Reiderick HH-43B 1814N - 10532E Capt Mahaffey USAF F-105 

38 -1 150-20 Nov Capt Keesler HH-43B 1113N - 10643E 2 Soldiers USA 
7-38-671-21 Nov Capt Graham HH-43F 1 NM S. DaNang Lt Rucker USAF C-123 

AlC Kelly 
4` Recovered on 9 November 	 (73 
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13. -9914,891e90-tot69,--(0)% At 1209H the radio operator at Nang Tri, &TN, 
Intercepted a May Day from =Army 11148 .that had crashed. Two 8843 helicop-
ter* that were on alert at gums Tri scrambled, and an HU-16 was diverted s. 1 

 to the incident scene* The downed helicopter wsa located and the crew taken 
to a Ounntrd Army outpost. Zs two HH-43 pilotsiSapt John Xeen and Capt 
Arvo than returned to alert duty at Quong Tn. 4°  

14. -18-AltrISitv1Pteriliw6d--firt; Cu 1 Nov 65 the tower at Tin Son ?but 
AB informed tha I31 unit of a P-2V landing with one engine out. One HH-433 
scrambled vith a fire suppression kit and intercepted the aircraft on final 
approach. The P4V blew a tire on landing, and as the aircraft came to a 
stop on the matey a nagnesium fire broke out Mn the left .wheal well; the 
names engulfing the entire wing. The RH-43B hovered and directed its rotor 
wash so as to keep flames from igniting the fuel tanks or the mantras that 
were mounted on the ring. They continued this until the fire trucks arrived 
and extinguished the flames. Due to the action of the HH-433 pilot, Capt 
Alden, the 13 crewmembers of the P4V escaped without injuries. _ 

15. -581211v1684ar1Ióret"t35 On 1 Nov 65 6  Capt Huggins was forced to eject 
from his RF401 over the North Vietnamese coast. He bit the water epproxi-
mately 100 yards from shore. Fortunately, soother RP-101 was Mn the area 
and was able to immediately toast. 010,61. The Ht/-16 along with eve usx 
Al8 aircraft proceeded to the mane. 	pilot was spotted the HU46 began 
an approach for a water landings however a go•atound wag initiated because 
s ssacsa vas approaching the downed pilot. The AIO IMSCAP aircraft were dir-
ected by the HU46 to fire across the bow of the sampan.. This was done; how-
ever, the issapoin continued toward the survivor. On the next pass the sampan 
vas sua Vinvideatsly 100 yards from the survivor. The 8046 then water 
landed, and as it was taxiing to the survivor noted three armed grimmer* 
also attempting to rem* the doomed pilot. During thiS entire Wei :aching 
gun fire from the shore was being directed at both the survivor and the M-
I6, and Capt Huggins vas engaged Ina pistol duel with the Mowers. The 
HU46 called for the IMSCAP aircraft to make, pees at .the swimmers and 
Taxi lad to the survivor. The uninjured survivor was taken aboard; and 
flown to Danang by the HU46 ICC, Capt David Barger. 

16. -381t1151,1158001-11ort,--Istb On 1 Nov .65, It Cmdr Billy V. Wheat ejected 
from his A4C over North Vietnam. His vino= noted the successful bailout 
and alerted the 1046 on precautionary orbit over the GUlf of Tonkin,'which 
In turn alerted the rescue center at Udorn AB, Thailand. An HC.54was divert-
ed to the scene, and two HH43 aircraft were scrambled from Nakhon Phanom, 
Thailand. Occasionally beacon signals were heard, but no visual nor voice 
contact vas made by the time the 811-43's had reached their bingo fuel time. 

/8 Append 7 page 6 
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A CH-3C had been scrambled from Nakho4Phanom to relieve the RH-434 on 
station. A CH-3C made voice contact with the downed pilot who was able 
to direct the helicopter to his location, and.the rescue technician was 
lowered to assist the injured survivor into the hoist, Following the 
successful pickup the survivor was taken to Nakhon Phan.= where medical 
assistance was standing by. 19  

17. ..latILIAMWolja.aat  On 5 Nov 65 an F-105, call sign Oak 1, was 
nissing over North Vietnam. His wingman had last seen him going into the 
clouds. The weather in the area was rapidly deteriorating and no signals, 

 were being received. On 6 Nov, two All's, Sandy 11 and 12, vent into the 
area to search for Oak 1. During the course of the search, Sandy 12 was 
hit by ground fire, and the pilot bailed out. Hie wingman observed him on 
the ground. A CH-3C was scrambled from a forward site in Laos, and two more 
AlEfs were sent from Worn, but Sandy 11 was--not able to relocate the dawned 
pilot prior to his bingo fuel time. The CH4C, Jolly Green 85, was hit by 
ground firs in the search area. The four man arse bailed out, and four good 
chutes were observed by their Alt escort. Voice and beeper contact was made 
with at least one °remember, and a visual sighting was made on. another. AT 
this time, the on scene commander received a call stating that the Navy Ad 
a helicopter enroute to the search area. Two AlEss, Sandy 13 and 14, were 
sent to the coat- to escort the Navy helicopter in, and while escorting the 
helicopter Sandy 14 was hit by ground fire. A transmission from him-stating 
ha had been hit followed, but there was no further contact. The remaining 
AlE and the Navy helicopter remainod in the area until the helicopter had 
to depart due to fuel limitations. After refueling, the Navy helicopter 
returned to the search area, acoompainied by Navy All! RISCAP. The Attila 
picked up a beeper in the vicinity of the CH-3C bailout location. Soon 
after this voice. contact vas made and the Navy S113, call sign nimble 62, 
went in low to attempt visual contact. It was dark it this time, but 
fortunately the survivor had a cigarette lighter which was used to signal 
the helicopter. His flashes were observed and Sgt Naugle, • *remember 
from the downed Jelly Green 85, was picked up and taken to the carrier. 
The only injuries Sgt Naugle suffered Imre slight burns on his hand. The 
following morning Nimble 62, piloted by Lt JG Campbell, returned to the 
search area in an attempt to locate additional survivors. While enroute 
a Mg alert was received, and Nimble 62 descended to get between cloud 
layers at 2000 and 3000 foot* As it flew over a bole in the bottom cloud 
deck it was hit by automatic weapons fire. Ote fuel lines were ruptured 
and a rapid loss cg 	

Th 
fuel was emperienced.fofoing the pilot to make A controll- 

ed landing in  Nietnam. 	e two Alit aircraft that escorted Nimble 5Z 
Mt, were also t, 	both made it safely to Danangi although one aircraft 

had to make a per up lending. A short time later another Navy helicopter, 
1711-2, arrived at the landing sight of Nimble 62 and was able to pick up 

2 of the 4 creemeMbers. Jolly Green 76, was enroute to the bailout site of 
Jolly Green 85 when informed of the Navy helicopter In distress. It diverted 

19 Append 5 page 10 
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