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.Atrrnan El.rst Class Esrry W. Blrtel dlsttngutahed hinself by
herolm whlle partlolpatlng ln a,erlal flfgbt as e ReEoue Eellcopter
ParareEcu€nen orc [et[r Vletnan on 18 llovmber L965, On that datee
lttuan Blrtelrs outstsndlng professtonal abtlltlee arrtl derotlon to

",.ilut5r vere the lnstrtrrentel fastes la ttre gtrocessful acooupllshnent
'of the resoue of e ilorrneal l-lo5 ptlotl rlthln hoatlle terrttorT uril
under tbe oonstant t&reat of hoattle grouni[ flre. !['he outstadfng
hecolo anit selfless d€notion to iltrty dlsplryee by lLman Elrtel
tiflect gre.t oaedlt upon hlncoU aai .lihe lhtteif Etetee ltr Ecoc.
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}IARRATTVE DBSCRIPITON:

Captaln John R. Riederich and crew distinguished themselves hero-
lca}ly in llorth Vietnam retri-evi:rg a dovned plioi in eneql held teritozy
and rretumirg him to safetY o

0n 18 }trovember 1965 at appnoximately ,'1,t0 ioca.i tlne rvhlie Cantain
Ilieded-ctr and hls crew were standing ai-ert at llakhon Fhanom Air Rase

in Thailand, they wero notified by TacticaL Aircraft Controi Center at
Udorn that an F-105 ThurderchLef had been shot down aporo>:imately fi:.'teen
ndles South, Southwest of the city of Vinh ln ltlorth Vietnara, A ouick
glance at a map nevcalod that the approxirnate positi.on was very' close to
the area where another hellcopter and crew had kreen Lost bo heavy grounci
ftre" Captain Rlederlch ironediately plotted a zigzag course uhj.ch wouid
afford the best routo through the numerous eoncentrations or' antLaircraft:
gmns and fire cont:roI radar posltions" Computations revealed that acidl-
tional- fuel laould be required, j-f a pr"olonged search was involved, Tho
requtred I\reI was pumped jnto the auxiJ-liarl;,tanks of ther alert heii-
copters. Eight minutes after inltlaL noiiflcation of the downed !'-LO,
pllot, the' folLowing Alr Ressue Crews were airbcrne: Io'.r Elyo H}L.j;f -
itu"",ri Cr^ew Conmander: Captaln John B. Rlederlch, Co-Pffi-r-irst
Lioutenant Charles Ro Sweeto C::ewchief: Alrman Sccond CLass Charles E.
Veasy, Pararescueman: Airman Firgt Class Harry 1,f. Birtel. Iiigb Bird
HH-43F - Pllot: First Lieutenant Frederick ?. D;rkes, Co-Piiot: First
Lieutenant Kenneth G, Griffis, Crewchief: Airman Second Class PhllJlp
D" Carlson. Captain Rlederlch led the fllght or' tvro helicopters over
mountainous Laos into I'Iorth Vietnam" Dri.ng cJ-lmb our radar contact
was establlshed wlth GCi and the Rescuemasler C*51+" Heaqy cloud
cover and rain showers plagued the fllght throu5qh Laos. Boih hellcopf,ers
were flovrn IFR for qulte lengthy perj-ods. Capfain RLederich and his
wingman Ld.eutenant Dykes a:rived ln the area of the dov,med pilot appnox-
imately one hour after take-off" the fighter escort A-IH aircraft r^rhich
had been scrarnbled from Udorn had rrot arri-veci in the Lrea. Captai.n
Illederlch decided to orbit west of the downed pilot a:^ea to divert
attention from the areao Captain Riederich estabLlshed contaet wlth the
fighters and 1ed then tnto the general area r.rhere the pil-ot had bailed
outo the downed'plIot was ustng his LIRT-2I beacon and hls emergeney IIRC-
LL voj-ce radio, however, none of the fighter aireraft couid Loeate the
pilot" Most of his votce transmissions were garbled. Captain Piederich
had been orbiting at eight thousand feet to r.ernain wel-I ciear. of the
deflnlte ground fireo Dre to the inpendlng darkness Ln a few hours and
fuel llmltations, Captain Rlederich declded that it h'as neces5-c1y to descend
and search the area at approxirnate)y five hr:ntir.ed feet if the pilot
were to be found and r,:coveredo Capt,ai-n Riederich tnstmcted Lj.eut,enant
Dykes to descend no lower than four thousand above grourrd Level and to
keep a conetant watch on Captain Riedenichse alrcraft vrhile he searched
the area lor+ Iene1" Captaln Rleder.j-ch ln'onediately tnltiated a rapid
rate splreL descent to provJ-de an eluslve target to enemy gunrers. the
area consLsted of dernse rain forest grovring up the sldes of nountalns
wttlcit not ln a valley wtrene antialrcraft posltlons could be seen.



and low enollgh so that enenfr g.nnners could not silhouerr,e his aircrai't.
Aftor flfteen mlnutes of lolr Let'e1 sesrchlng, smoke frorr, a i'lare vr,,ls

sported by Captain Riecier:-ch, this l"ed him to tlie qeneral area of ihe
dovrned pi1ot. A seeond fiare put hin over the p:.lot and whiie in a
rigit bank the pilot frrect a tatrd .L'l-areo The pilot r*as locaaed in
hcar,y troes about thirty feei; bclow the rops and aborr! fi:t'.r feet abovo
the grouno" Cantairr lo.eCer:-c; eircieci to a d.ownw'ind vrhiie Arrman Veasy
prepared the holst for rhe cick-up" Tne apnroach route had ro be :l-ovm
in close proximlty to ar'i an-elaircraft battery posltion in tae vaiiey
below" Captain Riederieh broueht his aucraft to a hover over the rops
oi' the tz.ees L':n whj-cir the iov:ie<i piiot, '/ras enbedded. Tne ri;,.nt rotor
bl-ade was narrowiy nlssing a iarge tree" Aj-rman Veasy io'rrereci the hors;,
tritb the iree penetrator a-"'ca.ched, to the pi3.ot rvho secure,i himseLl' i.o .-;e
seat" Alrman Veasy then r;ir the hoist up" It, took weLi over fi-'.re mnu;;,
of struggUng with the hoisr notor to iiet the piio; up -uo rne c6hr::,1 cioor,
the pilor would beeome tsnc-rec rn lhe 1'rea'r41 l'orLapr: every itl',{ feci. ,tr:'-
man Veasy skj.lifuIly maieuvered the noLst vnile coniinually illvinpi
maneirvering instmciions to Captain RieCerich, After the nj.iot, 'tras :..isci
to ths cabin <ioor and was being brought insi.de by Airtnan Veasy, Atr:-*r.
Butei spotted enerry troo;-,5 e:-aw)-ing through the fores? bel"ow. Airnan
BirteL irrnediately dlscharged his i.'-16 at the eneny and con',:inueo -.o i':ie;
wtrlie Captain Rlederich dove the helicopter over the sj.de of an aci.loini.ne
r:-c.,-'e and sped dorrn a vaij-ey to get away from the eneqy, C.:otaln P.:.,:Ge-'^ii
clinbeo at naxirruan power and rejoined r,rith hls wingman i '.-'he retuxl
fHght to Nakhon Phanom AJ.r Base, The rescued pLlot Caprarn i,arry Xahaffey,
r*rose life had been saved, was returned to his squadron in excellent con-
dition and fine epirit"


