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FROM: Det 6, 38th Aix Rescue Squadron, APO US Forces 96227 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 	 7 Oct 1965 

TO: Hq Pacific Air Rescue Center (DOAR0), APO US Forces 96553 

1. Mission number 6-38ARS-898-5 Oct 65. 

2. SAR alerted by 38ARSq 

3. SAR aircraft used: 2 HH-43F's. All crewmembers from Det 6, 38ARSq. 

PRIMARY ALERT GREW 
RCC Capt Raymond L.-Murden 
CF Capt Dale L. Potter 
HM TSgt Kenneth L. Perkins 
RS A2C Richard O. Steinert 

SECONDARY ALERT GROW 
RCC Capt Charles P. Nadler 
CF 1/Lt Joseph T. Connell 
HM TSgt Richard A. Connon 
RS SSgt Leon Fullwood 

4. Reaction time from initial notification to pickup of first load af 
casualties: 20 Minutes. 

5. CAP assistance: Two Army UH-1B armed helicopters, 2 USAF A-1E's and 
one USAF Forward Air Controller in 0-1F. 

6. Area and type of pickup: 8 nautical miles northeast of Bien Hoa AB 
in dense jungle terrain in war zone "D" (11 05N  -  106 53E). 

7. Signalling equipment used: Smoke grenades. 

8. Survivors names not available. 

9. Summary of events: 

At 15351, 5 Oct 65, 38th Air Rescue Squadron SARCC called informing us 
that the Army had thirty one casualties eight miles northeast af Bien Hoa I 
AB. Primary and secondary alert HH-43F helicopters scrambled at 1540L. 
The third alert crew was called in to provide LER coverage while primary 
and secondary alert crews were on the mission. 

Bien Hoa tower informed us that there was artillery firing in the 
northeast quadrant from Bien Hoa. We requested that artillery fire be 
stopped. We circled just north of the runway for approximately five 
minutes until tower informed us that the artillery fire had ceased. An 



escort of two armed UH-1B helicopters scrambled from Tan Son Nhut AE 
as requested by 38th SAECC. 

We were led to the site by an Air Force Forward Air Controller in 
an 0-1F. As we approached the site we were joined by the armed Hueys. 
Personnel on the ground used smoke grenades to mark their location. 
They had blasted  a  small clearing from the dense jungle. The trees in 
the area were 125 to 150 feet high. The floor of the clearing was 
strewn with felled trees and stumps. Army UH-13 medical evacuation 
helicopters had evaluated the clearing and determined that it was too 
small for them to get into. 

From initial evaluation of the clearing it appeared that it would 
be necessary to recover the casualties by using the host and stokes 
litter. I decided to descend as far as possible into the chimney like 
opening to reduce the length of hoist pickups. As we descended it was 
determined that we would be able to descend all the way to the ground. 
The landing was accomplished by straddling stumps and maneuvering the 
helicopter to avoid the many felled trees. The UHF/VHF antenna under 
the front of the helicopter was touching a stump in front and the 
bottom of the vertical stabilizers were resting on limbs of felled 
trees. 

The diameter of the clearing was so small that on the first approach 
of each H-43, during the vertical descent into the clearing at about 
75 feet, the rotor blades contacted light foliage. Three crew members, 
TSgt Perkins, TSgt Connon and SSgt F1111wood remained at the site to 
assist with the wounded, enlarge the clearing, improve the landing area 
and direct the landings. Two chain saws were flown in on  a  subsequent 
sortie. 

During the course of the mission we learned that the casualties were 
from "A" Company, 173rd Airborne Erigade and that the casualties had 
been sufferred during the previous four hours in  a  battle with the Viet 
Cong 600 meters from the clearing. While operating at the site there 
were several explosions nearby of unknown origin. During one climbout 
the primary alert H-43 was thirty feet above the ground when it was blown 
several feet rearward by the concussion of an explosion. 

The primary alert H-43 made six trips from the site to the Third Field 
Hospital and the secondary alert H-43 made three round trips. There 
was  a  total of eighteen landings, sixteen of which were on unprepared 
area. Total scrties: 18. Total flying time 4:30. Sorties and time 
of assisting aircraft unknown. 

Inspection of the H-43's after completion of the mission revealed 
no damage. Green streaks were found on the outer portion of the right 
rotor blades of both H-43 's caused by blades striking foliage. There 
was no damage to the blades. 
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10. Comments: 

See mission report number 6-38AR3-898-5 for casualty information. 

The day after the mission I called the three medical agencies that 
treated the casualties to obtain information to determine the number of 
saves. Third Surgical Hospital said that there were seven positive 
saves. 

4 Fel  
RAYMOND L. MURDEN, Capt., USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander - 
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RESCUERS LOCATIONS SURVIVORS 
Name Aircraft  iblEt2i, Aircraft  

Capt Richardson HU-16B 1700N - 10716E Capt Tuong k714AF A111 
Ma) Hollfelder HU-16B 1708N - 10758E Capt Graves USAF F4C 

Lt Nolan 
Capt Layman HH-43F 5 NM E. Hein Hoa Ma) Barbena USAF F-100 
Capt Murden HH-43F 8 NM E. Bien Hoa 2 Soldiers USA 
Capt Nadler 5 Soldiers USA 
Capt Cook HH-43F 10 NM W. Bien Hoa 2 Soldiers USA 
Capt Potter 1 Soldier USA 
Capt Jennings HH-3 2132N - 10317E Ma) Randall USAF F-105 
Capt Porter HH-43 F 37 NM SSW Pleiku Ma) Elliot USAF AlE 
Capt Cunningham IIH-43F 12 NM W. DaNang 2 Marines USMC 
Capt Burdeaux HH-43F 1635N - 10624E LCDR Lindsey USN F-4B 
Capt McMillan HH-43F 1635N - 10624E LT Cooper USN F-4B 
Capt Westenbarger HU-16B 2051N - 10729E Capt Huggins USAF RF-101 

HH-3 1803N - 10540E LCDR Wheat USN A4C 
HH-3 2029N - 10527E 2 Navy USN SH3 

Capt Murden HH-43F 1104N - 10703E 1 Australian Aust 
Lt Kirby HU-16I3 1953N - 10614E LCDR Wask USN A4C 
Capt Henningson HH-43B 1108N - 10657E 20 Soldiers USA 
Capt Nadler 
Capt Richardson HU-16B 1913N - 10748E CDR Chew USN F8E 
Capt Reiderick HH-43B 1814N - 10532E Capt Mahaffey USAF F-105 
Capt Keesler HH-43B 1113N - 10643E 2 Soldiers USA 
Capt Graham HH-43F 1 NM S. DaNang U Rucker USAF C-123 

AlC Kelly 

ARBH-65 

jafiggill 

38-959-22 Sep 
38-968-24 Sep 

6-38-820-24 Sep 
6-38-898-5 Oct 

6-38-929-9 Oct 

CD 
38-1027-13 Oct 
38-1055-22 Oct 

M 7-38-642-23 Oct 
c=i  38-1073-28 Oct 

33-1084-1 Nov 
38-1088-1 Nov 
38-1110-6 Nov 
6-38-1047-6 Nov 
38-1111-7 Nov 
38-1114-8 Nov* 

38-1138-17 Nov 
38-1141-18 Nov 
38-1150-20 Nov 
7-38-671-21 Nov 

* Recovered on 9 November 

Robert1
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SECRET 
28. ,3aase 1236-20 nee 65 CO. Cait-5ohn Ruffo was foroed to eject from 
his F-I05 after being hit by ground fiie. Ile landed in a bay about one 
half mile oft the North Vietnamese °oast, andipproilmately the same distance 
from several islands. The survivor came under *mall arms fire from both 
thaillands and the mainland. His day flare was *potted oy the HU-16 crew 
which immediately water larded. The rescue teehnician jumped into the 
water and aided the survivor aboard. Thera was intense ground fire direct-
ed at the HU-l6 at this time, and there wire also numeroos junks in the 
area. In order to take off, the 11U46 pilot, Major William Dewitt, had to 
thread his way through the junk, and between two islands. As 110111t of the 
fire seemed to be coming from the islands he direeted RESCAF aircraft to 
bomb them, and as this was _in progress the HU*16 took oft. Immediately 
following take off the rescue technician, SSgt DU4ley Po:kinspaughp treated 
the survivor for burns and shock, he was transferred to the waiting ambulance 
upon landing at Danang. 

29. 38112s.t,29.21 Doc 63 (s). The HC-54 on propositioned ortit was notified 
by a F -105 that his wrings= had ejected over North Vietnam. As the HC-54 
headed toward the incident site, two NRElts were scrambled from Nakhon Fhanom, 
Thailand, along with AIX escort. The AlEws spotted the Chute and a pen 
flare while the 0.3 1 s were hovering above the clouds at 5000 feet. After 
looking without success for a hole to let down through. the RH-3 pilot, Capt 
Butera, asked the AlE pilot to give radio steep so as to place them over a 
valley. May entered the clouds at 5000 foot and did not braoL out Until 
they were lass than 1000 feet above the terrain. Soon after, the chute was 
spotted, and the helicopter came to a hover over the side of a mountain 
covered by trees 60 feet high. The hoist was lowered and the pilot recovered. 
Due to the terrain a streight_ehead take off was necessary although this 
meant flying directly over a village.. Two bursts of aut,eatic weapons fire 
ware aimed at the 1111-3 as it pasted. over the village. Tag two Airs immed-
iately returned the fire pcoessfully suppressing it. Tie survivor was taken 
to Udorn AB, Thailand. 22  

30. Flying activities for mission listed in paragraphs 3 through 29. 

MISSIONS 	NUKBER OF SORTIEVARS) OBJECTIVIIS 	TYPES AND NR ARS MENWIA, 
ARS  ACTT LOST  KIA. MIA  

6-898-50ct 65 
6429-90ct 65 
33-1027.4,Oct 65 

18 	 31 1t1 CAB* 
6 	 3 Blt Cas* 

,6 	 1 F105 ?net t/ 
31-1055-220ot65 1 	 1 Alit Pilot 
38-1073-23Oot 65 4 	 2 F-43 Crew V 
38-1081-300ot 65 9 	 7 UH1B crew 
334724 Nov 65 1 	 13 P2V Crewand Pax 
33-10844 Nov 65 2 	 1 RF101 Pilot 	v 
38-1098-1 Nov 65 4 	 1 A4C Pilot 

25 Append 5 page 15 
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FROM: Det 6, 38th Air Rescue Sok, APO San Francisco 96227 	8 Nov 65 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 

Hq Air Rescue service, Orlando AFB, Fla 32813 

1. Narrative report of save during mission Det 6/38-1047-6 Nov 65 in 
accordance with PACARELCUECEN Msg 00639 APR 65. 

2. Detachment 6, 38th A2; was requested by a 1737d Forward Air Controller 
to evacuate two casualities from "Du zone, coordilates 1104 N, 10703 L. 

3. At 1755 hours, 6 Nov 65, Det 6 scrambled the .7ollowing HH-43F helicopters 
and crews: Primary A160t- Crew in helicopter 63-1' 7 12, FCC Captain Raymond L. 
Murden, FV3087594, CO-Fllot Captain Karl G. King, FV3103564 1  Helicopter 
Mechanic AlC Gerald C. Hammond, AF11365690, Parar!scueman AlC William. H. 
Pitsenbarger, AF15680744. The sedondary crew in lelicopter 63-1711 consisted 
of Captain Charles P. Nadler, FR3214.1,. ROC, Capta.n Maurice G. Kessler, 
FV3024099, Co-Pilot, TSgt Kenneth L. Perkins, AF1 . 466708, Helicopter Mechanic, 
and AlC Henry J. O'Beirne, AF12580938, Pararescuenan. 

4. Initial notification was received at 1752 hours. At 1755 hours the 
helicopters departed Bien Hoa Air Base and arrivec:. over the general area at 
1810 hours. Army helicopters marked a bomb crater with snake, and ground 
personnel started moving the casualities toward tie crater. Hoist pickups 
were started at approximately 1845 hours and competed at 1905 hours. 

5. Upon arrival of the HH-43F helicopters, one aimy 0-IF aircraft, and 
one UH-1B helicopter was capping the area. Three armed U}-1B helicopters 
and two A-1 aircraft arrived to cap the area, after arrival of the HH-43F's. 
The secondary alert HH-43F remained in orbit to provide back up. 

6. The area was covered with dense undergrowth, 1Nith scattered trees up to 
100 feet high. Hoist pickups were made from a barb crater using the stokes 
litter. 

7. Smoke bombs were dropped by the army helicopters to mark the area. 

8. Survivors were Sgt A. J. McIvor, AD6310927 and Put Glen B. Woodward, 
16293. Both were assigned to 13t Platoon, Campany A, Royal Australian 
Regiment. Sgt McIvor was suffering from serious head wounds, Put Woodward 
from shoulder wounds. 

9. After notification the HH-43F helicopters proceeded to the area, contact 
with the forward air controller aircraft and the army UH-1B helicopter was 
established. The UH-1B dropped snoke bombs in a b)mb crater and reported 
that the ground personnel were moving the survivor3 toward the crater. The 
FAC aircraft reported seeing gunfire to the south )f the area when the UH-1B 



flew over. After survivors were moved to pickup zpot the primary HH-43F, 
piloted by Captain -,.•lurden idade an approach and lovered the stokes litter 
by hoist. The personnel on the ground disconnected the litter from the 
hoist Gable, but they did not load the survivors into the litter. A1C 
Pitsenbarger was then lowered by hoist, and loadec the survivors into the 
litter. After the last survivor was hoisted aboard, AlC Fitsenbargtr was 
hoisted aboard and the HH-43Ffs departed for Bien Hoa. The last two pickups 
were made after dark, and it was necessary to use the floodlights to remain 
clear of the trees and see the persons being hoisted. Atter returning to 
Bien Hoa, the survivors were released to the Army Third Mobile Evacuation 
surgical Hospital. Hospital personnel later confirmed one save. 

ND L. WIDEN - 
Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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FROM: Jet 6 2  38th Air aescue Squadron, APO US Forms 96227 

SUBJECT: Mission Narative Report 9 Oct 1965 

TO: Hq Pacific Air Rescue Center (4:0AR0), APO US Forces 96553 

1. Mission Number: 6-38AR3-929-9 Oct 65. 

2. SAR alerted by 173rd AB. 

3. SAR aircraft used: 2 HH-43F's.  All crewmambm.s from Jet 6, 38th ARS. 

PR1MART ALERT CREW: 

RCC Capt Darvan E. Cook 
CF Raj Williaa T. Hayes Jr. 
HM TSgt Damenick J. Cocuzzi 
RS AlC William H. Pit senbarger 

SECONDARY ALERT CREW: 

RCC Capt Dale E. Potter 
GP Capt Raymond L. Murden 
HM Mgt Kenneth L. Perkins 
RS SSgt George E. Sipper 

4. Reaction time from initial notification to pic1:-up of first casualty: 
50 minutes. 

5. CAP assistance: Two Army U}{.-1B armed helicoptors. 

6. Area and type of pick-up: 18 nautical miles northeast of Bien Hoa AB in 
secondary growth jungle in war zone (D). (11° 07' N 1060  33 1  E). 

7. Signalling equipment used: Smoke gernades. 

8. Survivors names not available. 

9. Summary of events: 

At 1345L, 9 Oct 65, the 173rd AB called us to fmacuate some wounded 
personnel from the Jungle south of Ben Cat. The c:earings they were in were 
too snail for the army helicopters to land. Both fNA3's were airborne in 
10 minutes and 20 minutes later landed at an army forward control site. 
There we picked up an army captain to Show us where to go and 2 armed UH-lBes 
for escort. We proceeded to the evacuation sites ithich were marked by ground 
personnel with smoke gernades. The jungle growth vas about 20t high but very 



dense, so the hoist as used with the stokes litter. The armed UH-IB's 
circled continually during the pick-ups. In all, 3 hoist pick-ups were 
made. Two were made by the primary crew and both oasualities airlifted to 
the forward army site. The secondary made one pi(kup and transported 
him to the 173rd Field lospital near Bien Hoe AB. Six (6) sorties, 
four (4) plus 40 hours. 

DARMAN 	CCOK, 	 UaZ 
Rescue Crew Commander 



SEcRET 
28. 38LAR5-1236-20 Dmo 65 (C).  Cait4ohn Rut to was foroed to eject from 
his F-105 after being hit by ground flies fts landed in a bay about one 
half mile off the North Vietnamese coast, andwproximately the same distance 
from several islands. The survivor come under email arms fire from both 
theillands and the mainland. His day flare was spotted by the lit7-16 crew 
which immediately water landed. The rescue Michael= jumped into the 
water and aided the survivor aboard. There was intense ground fire direct-
ed at the HU-16 at this time, and there **re also numerous junks in the 
area. In order to take off, the EU*16 pilot, Major William Dewitt, had to 
thread his way through the junk, and between two islands. As most of the 
fire seemed to be claming from the islands be directed RESCAP aircraft to 
bomb them, and as this was in progress the HU-16 took off. Immediately 
following take off the rescue technician, SSgt Dudley Peckingpaugh, treated 
the survivor for burns and shock, he WAS transferred to the waiting ambulance 
upon landing at Danang. 

29. 38A2S-1939 .21 Dec 65 • CS),  The HC-54 on propositioned orbit was notified 
by a 1/-105 that his vingman had ejected over North Vietnam. As the RC-54 
headed toward the incident site, two 	were scrambled from Kakhon Phanom, 
Thailand, along with A1E escort. The AlEva spotted the chute and a pen 
flare while the 0.34 were hovering shove the clouds at 5000 feet. After 
looking without 'mous for a hole to let down through, the RH-3 pilot, Capt 
Buters, asked the A1E pilot to give radio stevs so as to place them over a 
valley. They entered the clouds at 5000 feet and did not breaR out until 
they were less than 1000 feet above the terrain. Soon after, the chute was 
spotted, and the helicopter came to a hover over the side of a mountain 
covered by trees 60 feet high. The hoist was lowered and the pilot recovered. 
Due to the terrain a streight.ahead take off was necessary although this 
meant flying directly over s vIllagew.Two bursts of annulate weeoons fire 
ware aimed at the 	as it passed over the village. Tle two AlEts immed- 
iately returned the firm luocessfully suppressing it. Tie survivor was taken 
to Udorn AB, Thailand. 2 ' 

30. Flying activities for mission listed in paragraphs 3 through 29. 

MISSIONS 	NUMHER OF SORTIES(ARS) OBJECTIV4S 	TYPES AND NR 	ARS MENWIA, 
ARS Am LOST KIA. MIA 

6-898-50ct 65 18 31 Btl Cast 
6-929-90ct 65 3 Bit Cas* 
33-1027.42Oct 65 6 1 F105 PilotV 
31-1055-220ct65 1 AlE Pilot 
38-1073-2SOct 65 4 2 F.45 Craw V 
38-1081-300ot 65 9 7 UH12 crew 
3$-1724 Nov 63 1 13 P2V Crew, and Pax 
13-1084-1 Nov 65 2 1 RP101 Pilot 	17 
38-1088-1 pm, 65 4 1 A4C Pilot 

25 Append 5 page 15 
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Haj Valium T. Hayos Jr. 

HIE TS,st Domolaici J. Cot 
ES AlC jll 4z H. Pitoaabarcor 

31COVWXI ALEUT CJ: 
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NARRATIVE OF RESCUE raszIcr 

On 13 October 1965, a CH-30 helicopter departea a classifiea 
rorwara operating base in Laos for the purpose of locating and 
recovering a downed pilot whose jet was shot down while on a mission 
over North Vietnam. Eftroute to the area, it was discovered that 
radio direction finding systems were inoperative which made it 
impossible to home in on radio signals transmitted by the downed 
pilot. while being directed by a rescue C-54 to the general 
vicinity of the da.med pilot, the aircraft encountered anti-air-
craft fire, but the pilot placed the aircraft behind  a  protective 
ridge. The pilot was forced to fly three low passed very slowly 
over the extremely dense and hazardous tangle of forest and brush 
in ordfir to get a visual contact on the downed pilot. It was dis-
covered that the hoist would not work and that a hovering pickup 
therefore wort  be impossible. Radio contact was made with the 
downed pilot and he was instructed to move intc an open area so 
a  landing could be made. The helicopter was fired upon by ground 
troops and fighter cover was called in and they provided suppressive 
fire actually keeping the hostile ground party pinned down while 
the helicopter maneuvered for a pickup. The downed pilot was 
spotted and the rescue pilot landed in  a  tangle of vines, crushing 
them down with the aircraft untill the downed pilot was within 
reach of the para rescue crewmeMber stationed at the door of the 
helicopter. The downed pilot was bodily pulled into the aircraft 
and the helicopter departed. The C-54 and fighter cover directed 
the helicopter back to its classified landing site. During the 
return trip tb friendly territory, the helicopter was again sub-
jected to anti-aircraft fire. 

Crew Members: 
RCC Capt JerLy 1. Jennings 
CP Capt James C. O'Dell 
HE S/Sgt Harold R. Schrader 
PJ T/Sgt T 0,411iam G. Daniels 
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Vants'Are Welcome ig t 
If You're Down in North 

for' their 250-feet cable would not 
work. It had worked during pre-
flight and in another test just be-
fore the helicopter reached the 
pilot. 

The rescue crew made two 
passes over the pilot and picked 
up more ground fire each time. 
They called for more help from 
the A-1E pilots flying air cover. 

After the Skyraider pilots again 
str ed the area. Jennings 
dr ed the big rescue chopper 
lntthe brush next to the trapped 
pil The flight engineer and 
pariirescue man pulled the pilot 
to safety, and Jennings took off, 
clippi a the deep brush with his 
roto blades and  barely missin a 
him nun- icA.NPAL L. F  i  06 

Although it takes team w6rk 
to do the job," says Haynes, "the 
individual heroism of my men 
never ceases to amaze me. I've 
got one man (SSgt - Berkeley E. 
Naugle, 32, a flight engineer) 
fly* over north Vietnam right 
now who spent seven hours up 
there scrambling through the  
bushes last November." 

Naugle bailed out of a burning 
F111-3C when it was shot down 
about 40 miles southwest of 
Hanoi, Nov. 6. He suffered severe 
burns,. but was rescued at night 
by another helicopter crew. 

Flying over Naugle's, position, 
the lrescue helicopter pilot asked 
hint if he had anything to pin-
poit.his location. Naugle--had lost: :termed and I rained at Stead .  an ' 
his W,bEvival gear during bail -came to Southeast Asia to re 
but ;Ihe lit his cigaret lighter as.  'place a temporary unit in Octo-
a lie hope.,,  

SAIGON—"Ask any man in my 
outfit, and he'll tell you we have 
the best mission in the Air 
Force." Speaking a bit too loudly 
for the size of the room, Air 
Force Maj. Baylor R. Haynes, 
commander of an Air Force 
rescue helicopter unit, begins to 
talk about the men who are re-
sponsible for rescuing downed 
pilots in communist north Viet-
nam. 

"Every last one of them, and 
I mean the support people — 
clerks, supply men, the lot—as 
well as the chopper crews will 
tell you their job is to recover 
downed aircrew members," he 
continues in a loud grating voice 
—a result of flying helicopters 
since the early 1950s. 

In his fatigue uniform, the 
burly Texan looks like the charac-
ter whose name his unit bears 
-,7-the "Jolly Green Giant." A 
Veteran of World War II and the 
Korean War, Haynes typifies the 
spirit and morale of his men. 
He is an experienced rescue pilot 
with over 70 missions in H-5 and 
11-19 helicopters during the Ko-
rean War. 

-We are called the Jolly. Green 
Clients," Haynes sap, "because 
of the size and ce*.ring of our 
helicopters and thsf giant-size job 
my people., are doing." 
• The rescue crews fly camou-
flaged H1'f-3C rescue helicopters, 
a modified version of the large, 
powerful CH-3C transport chop-. 
per. 

For rescue work, the helicopter 
is equipped with armor plating, 
extra fuel tanks and a powerful 

.winch with a jungle-penetrating 
hook for pick-ups. On rescue 
missions, the huge green chopper , 

carries a crew of four—two pilots, 
a flight engineer and a pare-
rescue man. 

ve got 
s -experienced chopper 

men in the rescue business. They 
know their job and work as _a 
team to get it done." 

Over the jungles Of comniunis 
north Vietnam, pilots are often 
forced to hover at tree-top level 
or even go into thick under-
growth to pick up a downed pilot. 
As the pilot lowers into the trees, 
the other crew members watch 
for limbs which can wreck the 
helicopterec r 

Last „Alateember, a crew on its 
first rescue mission over the com-
munist north etually landed in 
thick elepl s to pick , up 
a downe 
Thu 

The rescue crew spotted the 
dim, flicker ng light through the 
jungle canopy and made the 
reScue. 

"The pararescue boys are some 
of the damnedest characters 
you've ever met," Haynes says. 
"They'll go anywhere and do any-
thing, and they act like they're 
spring loade I to go down the line-
(eager to descend on the hoist to 
aid a downed pilot)." 

Recently, one of the pararescue 
men :lid "g down the line" to 
find a Navy A-4 pilot. 

Hovering directly over the 
pilot's positi m, the rescue crew 
could hear his beeper and voice 
radio, but they could not locate 
him in the thick, jungle cover. 

The parer tscue man rode the 
cable into the trees and walked 
around until he located the Navy 
airman. He then directed the 1114-
3C to their position and a safe 
rescue was nade. 

Like other rescue crew mem-
bers, parer escue medics are 
among the hest trained men in 
the Air Force. Each is a qualified 
parachutist, SCUBA diver and"- 
medical cort sman. 

All rescue crew members ar 
trained' in escape and evasion 
and jungle, desert and water sur-
vival, as w.11 as rescue tech-
niques. Most are trained aLStead 
Air Force Base. Nev. 
, Haynes rescue crews were. 
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"Ask any man in my outfit and he will tell you we have the best mission in the Air Force." Speaking 
a bit too loudly for the size of the room, Air  Force  Maj. Baylor  Haynes, commander of an  Air  Force 
rescue  helicopter  unit, begins to talk about the men who are responsible for rescuing downed pilots in 
communist North Vietnam. 

"Every last one of them, and I mean the support people, clerks, supply men, the lot -as well as the 
chopper crews will tell you their job is to recover downed aircrew members," he continues in a loud 
grating voice a result of flying helicopters since the early 1950's. In his fatigue uniform, the burly 
Texan looks like the character whose name his unit bears - The "Jolly Green Giant" 

A veteran of World War II and the Korean War, Haynes typifies the spirit and morale of his men. He 
is an experienced rescue pilot with over 70 missions in H-5 and H-19 helicopters during the Korean 
War. 

"We are called the Jolly Green Giants," Haynes says "because of  the size and  coloring of  our 
helicopters and the giant-size job  my people are doing." 

The rescue crews fly camouflaged HH-3C rescue helicopters, a modified version of the large 
powerful CH-3C transport chopper. 

For rescue work, the helicopter is equipped with armor plating, extra ft el tanks and a powerful winch 
with a jungle penetrating hook for pick-ups. On rescue missions, the ht ge green chopper carries a 
crew of four - two pilots, a flight engineer and a pararescue man. 

Haynes says we've got some of the most experienced chopper men in the rescue business. They know 
their job and work as a team to get it done." 

Over the jungles of communist North Vietnam, pilots are often forced to hover at tree-top level or 
even go into thick undergrowth to pick up a downed pilot. As the pilot owers into the trees, the other 
crew members watch for limbs which can wreck the helicopter. 

Last November,  a  crew on  its  first rescue mission  over  the communist north actually landed in thick 
elephant  grass to pick  up a downed  Air  Force  F-105  Thunderchief pilot. 

Capt  Jerry W.  Jennings, 35, was aircraft commander  on the  flight,  and Capt  James ("Digger") O'Dell, 
31, was  co-pilot. As  the rescue crew  neared  the  downed  pilot,  it  received heavy flak. Jennings called 
for an Air  Force  A-1E Skyraider pilot to attack the  enemy gun positions. 

Firing over the heads of the downed pilot, the Skyraider pilot silenced the communist guns, but the 
rescue crew's problems weren't over. 

When they went in to pick up the pilot, they discovered the hoist for their 380 foot cable would not 
work. It had worked during preflight and in another test just before the ielicopter reached the pilot. 

The rescue crew made two passes over the pilot and picked up more ground fire each time. 

http://jollygreen.org/Stories/BerkleyNaugle/stars_and_stripes_newspapei.htm 	 3/13/99 
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They called for more help from the A-IE pilots flying air cover. After the Skyraider pilots again 
strafed the area, Jennings dropped the big rescue chopper into the brush next to the trapped pilot. The 
flight engineer and the pararescue man pulled the pilot to safety, and .1( nnings took off; clipping the 
deep brush with his rotor blades and barely missing a hill. 

"Although it takes team work to do the job," says Haynes, "the individual heroism of my men never 
ceases to amaze me. I've got one man (S SOT Berkley E. Naugle, 32, a flight engineer) flying over 
north Vietnam right now who spent seven hours up there scrambling through the bushes last 
November." 

Naugle bailed out of a burning CH-3C when it was shot down about 40 miles southwest of Hanoi, 
Nov. 6, He suffered severe burns, but was rescued at night by another 1 -  elicopter crew. 

Flying over Naugle's position, the rescue helicopter pilot asked him if he had anything to pinpoint his 
location. Naugle had lost his survival gear during bailout, but he lit his cigarette lighter as a last hope. 
The rescue crew spotted the dim flickering light through the jungle canopy and made the rescue. 

The pararescue boys are some of the damnedest characters you've ever met. Haynes says, "They'll go 
anywhere and do anything, and they act like they're spring loaded to go down the line (eager to 
descend on the hoist) to aid a downed pilot." 

Recently, one of the pararescue men did "go down the line" to find a N ivy A-4 pilot. Hovering 
directly over the pilot's position, the rescue crew could hear his beeper and voice radio, but they 
could not locate him in the thick jungle cover. 

The pararescue man rode the cable into the trees and walked around until he located the Navy 
airman. He then directed the HH-3C to their position and a safe rescue was made. 

Like other rescue crew members, pararescue medics are among the bes trained men in the Air Force. 
Each is a qualified parachutist, SCUBA diver and medical corpsman. 

All rescue crew members are trained in escape and evasion and in jung e, desert and water survival, 
as well as rescue techniques. Most are trained at Stead Air Force Base, Nevada. 

Haynes' rescue crews were formed and trained at Stead AFB and came to southwest Asia to replace a 
temporaiy unit in October, 1965. 

http://jollygreen.org/Stories/BerkleyNaugle/stars_and_stripes_newspapei  .htm 	 3/13199 



SECRET 
10. 38-1027-13 Oct 65 0). Maj James Randall was making a second pass on 
the bridge he had just bombed in North Vietnam for 44041148211111t when be en-
countered an emergency and. vas forced to eject, hie vitalism notified the 
HC-54 pilot on precautionary orbit of the bailout.. The HC44 proceeded 
toward the !sellout scene and requested that the CH-3C, and AlEte be scrambled. 
Mbj Lindell had landed in a valley near a village. -  He began climbing a near-
by hill,wma at this time sew two men with rhiflos'coming toward his position. 
Upon reaching the - top of the hill he cede contact with his flight via radio. 
Upon bowing told that the helicopter would require one hour to arrive at his 
location he requested that the orbiting aircraft leave his Immediete aree 
so as not to compromise his position. The helicopter made one low pass upon 
arrival and drew ground fire. Maj Randall directed the AlE's tO his position 
and they suppressed the grim:id fire for the CB-3C. Due to a hoist malfunc-
tion, the helicopter had to land to pick up the emrvivor. The high shrubbery 
resulted in damage to the rotor tips of the CH-3Ct howevor, on unoventful 
return journey followed. The pilot of the CH-3C was Cept Jerry W. Jennings. 

11. .2.0-..4. 11.2...21, Capt Melvin C. ElIiet was on a strafing mission 
against VC forces attacking the Plei Me Camp in South Vietnam when he was 
forced to !racist. Nis bailout took place at approximately 0100H, and he 
landed 200 meters from the perimeter of the comp. A large VC force that had 
the camp surounded o  yore located between Capt Elliot and the camp perimeter. 
Capt Elliot made radio oontact with both his wingasin and the camp. A patrol 
that was sent out to locate him rem into heavy opposition and was forced to 
return. After daylight additional patrols wore dispatch4a, but ail failed 
Co make contact with the survivor. That evening an Army helicopter attempted 
Co *0mA:he pickup but vas driven off by heavy automatic veapote fire. Two 
1111-43 1 . were- sent from Sian hos to be In place at Ploiku flr a first light 
attempt the following morning. The plan was for two fighter aircraft to 
make strikes in the vicinity, followed immediately by two sore fighters 
laying smoke and the two UH-43's coming in to make the picCup. However, 
during the Might It became necessary for Capt Elliot to Change his hiding 
place due to increased VC activity in his immediate area. Later that morning 
Capt Elliot tranamitted his new location, and,the 1111-43 4s slang with armed 
MIA's proceeded to the area and made the pickup. The pilot of the HR-43 
making the pickup, Capt Dale Potter, flew the survivor to ?loiku. 

12, 38•1073-23 Oct A2 tn.  A USN F-411 crewed by Lt Cmdr A. M. Lindsey and 
It Robert W. Cooper encountered diet:tufty while on a =lesion over Laos and 
ejected. nts vingman notified the propositioned RUe16, that in turn notified 
the hCC at Udorn AB, Thailand. Two AlEss and one FIC-.54 were scrambled from 
Morn AZ, and two Hil.43** took off from Nekhon Marion. While SA R Force was 
enroute, a Navy AIlI that had been diverted into the area picked up an emergen-
cy beacon, and shortly thereafter sighted twt autos. .Eact of the two aff-43's 
picked up one crewmesiber, as the two had landed about one silo apart. The 
pilots of the two U11-431 e, Copt bureaux and Cape MOMillian, flaw the survi-
vors to Mahon Fhanam, Thailand. 47  

17 Append 5 page 9 
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Detachment 5 
Pacific Air aescue Center (;:a123) 
=TED STATES Aia FORCE 
A20 U.S. Forces 96337 

REMY TO 
ATTN CF: DET 5 ?RC 

SU3JECT: 	Narative 

TO: DET 3 ?ARC 

lid-16 :A). 15302 took off from Danang at 1350H to cover an ocean 
--orbit position a5 19 301T 106 10E, arriviag on station at 1500E. 
Shortly after 1530H a call received from "Chevy' flight stated 
a  pilot had ejected. His chute was good, and they were following 
him down. When asked cn the location, they stated they were about 
10 miles off shore. DF bearings were ta_cen, all giving random 
bearings, showing the transmissions were in the immediate area. 
Another call was received that they had the 16 in sight, just to 
the south. A. turn was made to tie north, and the chute sighted. 
The HU-16 orbited under the chute as it iescended. Sea evaluation 
was rechecked, and 020 was selected as ppssible heading. As the 
chute approached 1000' (estimated), the Landing pattern was 
established. Drop tanks were jettisoned on down wind. The 
survivor Laade contact with the wateras we tuzned on final. 
Landing run-out was within 200 feet of tle survivor, aad the 
16 manouvered for normal recovery. Laning time was 1545H, 
location 19 351 106 05E. The survivor Hid not released his 
caaopy prior to pick up, thus it was cut loose by the para-rescue 
team as the survivor was brought aboard. An immediate take off 
was made in a northeasterly heading, and then first aid treatment 
was adminsitered to wounds on the right Inn of the survivor aft= 
airborne. Reason for expediting take of was numerous small 
craft in the immediate area. Several of which were destroyed by 
Rescap while the 16 as on final approach and on the water. 
The 16 landed at Danang at 1805 H, and tie survivor was released 
to the Danang Station Hospital. X-Rays ::evealed foreign metaZic 
objects in the arm, which were removed bf the Narine Surgeon. 

Survivor Major LamI:ert, Robert L., 354th Fighter Sq., Downed 
Aircraft F-105. HU-16 Crew -RCC, Capt ichard F. Reichardt, 
Pilot, 1st Lt David W. Haines; Navigator, Capt Alexander F. 
Stevart; 	SSgt Paul El Lucier, all of the 51st ARS, Clark. 
RADIO Operator, Robert M. Shimamoto, 76t1 AHS. 	TSgt 
William T.  Vargas and SSgt Donald G. Smith, Both 31AaS. 

-7 

RICILLIUD F. RICHARD 
Capt., UailE 



SECRET 
10, 38-1027-13 Oct 65 (S). )1Aj James Randall was making a almond pass on 
the bridge he had Just bombod in North Vietnam for assesseent when he en-
countered an amergency and was forced to eject. His wings= notified the 
HC-U, pilot on precautionary orbit of the bailout. The 11044 prottoodod 
toward the bailout scene and requested that the C11-3C„ and AlEfs be soramblod. 
Med Bandon had landed in a valley near a village.' Ile began climbing a near-
by hill rami at this time saw two an vith zqflos'coming toward Ilia position. 
Upon reaching the top of the hill bo made contact with his flight via radio. 
Upon boing told that the helicopter would require one hour to arrive at his 
location he requested that the orbiting aircraft leavo his lamediete area 
so as not to compromise his position. The helicopter made one low pass upon 
arrival and draw ground firs. Mal Randell directed the Al!'. to his position 
and they suppressed the ground fire for the CH-3C. Due to a hoist malfunc-
tion, the helicopter had to land to pick up the 'survivor. Tho high shrubbery 
roaultod in damage to tho rotor tips of the Cff-3C: however, an, uneventful 
return journey followed. The pilot of the CH-3C was Copt Jerry W. Jennings. 

11. 11.azicoaLkLa_sat  Capt Molvin C. ElliOt was on a strafing mission 
against VC forces attacking the PIC Me Camp in South Viotnam when he was 
forced to kallout. His bailout took places at approximataly 010011, and he 
iandod 200 meters from the pOrimeter of the camp. A large VC force that had 
the camp surounded, vet* located between Copt Elliot and tho camp perimeter. 
Copt Elliot gado radio contact with both his wingman and the camp. A patrol 
that was sent out to least& him ran into heavy opposition mod was forced to 
return. Attar daylight additional patrols were dispatch4a, but all failed 
to ealto contact with the survivor. That evening an Army Helicopter attempted 
to sake the pickup but was driven off by heavy automatic weapons fire. Two 
HH-43te werarsent trot" Sian Hoa to be in piaci at Ploiku for a first light 
attempt the following morning. The plan was for two fighter aircraft to 
make strikes in the vicinity, followed immediately by two more fighter* 
laying smoke and the two RH..43te coming in to make the pickup. Howovor, 
during the night it boesme necessary for Copt Elliot to Chengo his hiding 
place due to inoreasod VC activity in his immediate ores. Later that morning 
Copt Elliot trona-witted his new location, snd ‘the HH-43 0a along with armed 
U5-1Rfs proceeded to the area and made the pickup. The pilot of the HH-43 
making the pickup, Copt Delo Potter, flow the survivor to nolku. 

12. 384073-23 Oct 65__C$1.  A OSN F-4S crewed by Lt 0mdr A. M. Lindsey and 
Lt Robert W. Cooper *mount:mod diff:culty while on * mission over Laos and 
ojoctod. His wingmen notified the propositionod HU4016, that in turn notified 
the RCC . at Udorn AB, Thailand. Two AlEss and one HC-54 were scrambled from 
Udorn AZ, and two HT1.43's took off from Nathan Phanom. While SAS. Force was 
onroute, a Navy AiR that had been diverted into the area pickod up an emergon-
cy beacon, and shortly theroafter sighted two 'autos. Reel of the two 314-43's 
picked up one *remember, ALS the two bed landed about one eilo apart. The 
pilots of the two H1-43 1 a, Copt Dupaux and Copt MOMIIIian, flew the survi-
vors to Mahon Fhanom, Thailand. 17  

17 Append 5 page 9 
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140/ 
1966, 63 were battlefield medical evacuations. 	In the near future, 

the Army plans to reequip its helicopters with a longer cable, and the 

medical evacuation requirements for ACR-LBR helicopters will be reduced. 

The problems encountered in ACR in Soath Vietnam and NVN-Laos 

differ in many respects. U.S. Army and ARVN ground units are operating 

in many parts of South Vietnam. There is no danger of a MIG attack. 

The Allied Forces have over a thousand helicopters and fixed-wing air- 

craft flying over the country. Even in the renote areas, a downed pilot 

is never more than 50 kilometers from a Special Forces camp. The Viet 
141/ 

Cong are not equipped with radar-controlled air-burst weapons. 	Major 

Kessler, Commander of Det 6, has indicated that he has never encountered 
142/ 

a problem in locating and identifying a surviv)r. 

Recoveries are, however, often made ulder hostile fire and the 

proximity of friendly ground forces does not glarantee that a dawned 

pilot will be rescued by them. During the seige of the Plei Me Special 

Forces Camp, in October 1965, Captain Melvin Elliott bailed out of his 

crippled A-1E and spent the next 34 hours evading the Viet Cong. Rescue 

patrols sent from the camp ran into stiff opposition and were unable to 

recover him. On 23 October, he was rescued by an HH-43 a half-mile from 
143/ 

the camp. 

Locating and identifying the survivor can occasionally cause 

difficulty. On 14 June 1966, a VNAF A-1H went down near the coast south-

east of Saigon. A search was conducted for the plane and the pilot. The 
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PROM: Dot 6, 38th Air Bencno Sqpadran i, APO US PM= 96227 2S Oct 

SUBJBCT: Manion Sarratire Rsport 

TO 'tha PARC (Dan), APO .= FORCES 96353 

I. Blanton number 38—I055-23 Oct 63* 

2, Notification: Dot 6, 38t4 ARS first notified by Bien Rea COC* 
Coordination and dispateh made by 38th Air Rescue Center* 

3. SAR aircraft used: 2 I-5643F 4. All erenotenix rs froa Dot 6, 
38th A113. 

PIMA= A INAT cBi 

ROC Copt Dale L. Potter 
CF Copt David C. Hert7 
Nit 'Tfigt Richard A. Comm 
RR SRO Leon Fullwoed 

SACSERMXiataa 

C Copt RIVIROI4 L. andel& 
CP Capt Itart0Oct U. aftetbilts 
Nit T3gt Dcaenick J. Comm& 
RS aC wail= Pitsesberscup 

4. Caviar aireraft used during pilot pickup. Two (2) 173A7 MIX**, 
3 AM 	sawed hallsopterue  one use forward sir controller in 
an 0-17. 

5. Loco/ice of pickups Cse half (1) sail* 511 of lei Re Special 
Forces Camp. 1,334 N 1L7 ZSZ. 

6. Terrain imi type of Ads* utilised& Nnal1 jt ngla clearins 
enured 'silk dense alephant yeas and mai bribes. Pilot picked 
up fres a two itet hover. 

Sliaallag *calmest usedt 	10 radii& ins bed by downed pilot 
and smoke rockets 'Gaol by TIC to IS& pickup Isnot ins. 

S. Recovered pilots notes Captain Ravin C. MI att. 

• Susuary of inmates 



At 00301., 23 Jet 65, two Dot 6, 38th A23 111-42 helicopters were 
aispatched by the 38th Air .escue Squadron JARCC to the Plaika area 
for the purpose of recovering Captain Melvin C. 321lott who had bailed 
out of his A-1E at C130 hours am 22 Oct 65. The bailout has occurred 

while CaptattZlliott was participating In the au' to groand action 
amend the ?lei Me Special Farces  Cp. 

Becalm of the long distance involved between Plo-tkol and Hien Hoe 
(218 N.M.) and the lack of navigational '8T:1pm-eat in the 38-43F a FAC 
0-1F was at to accoepany the 43 1 s. Because of iuel limitation* the 
flight was to atop at Ban Me Mout for refUeliniu 

At departure time tha weather between Bien Hos and Pleiku Wes 
reported 2500 1  scattered 10,000 feet broken to overcast with scattered 
rain showers. Fifteen minutes after departure frcn Bien Hoa the 
flight was in weather at 7000 1  inoicated. A clink was made to 9,900 1 

 and the rest of the first leg to Ben Me Thout, Vietnam was 50% aa top 
and 505 in weather. TUrbulance end sporadic rain showers were en-
countered in the clouds. The cloud deck ended at Dam He Thout and a 
VFM approath was made and refUellag accempliehed. Due to the weather 
the fire. leg required ZOO of flying. Departing Ban Me Thout at 
0245 the last leg again was made in weather at 5000 1  indicated, 
arriving Pleike at 0400 hours. 

At Pleikm contact was made with TA3C-TWO, for tilmal briefing an 
the pilot pickup. The recovery operations plan called for the pickup 
to be made ahartlar after day light at apprcaleatalr 0715 hours. 
Because of the large Viet Cow twee around the ?1st He Camp and the 
conceotration of antomaticemspone, three air stricee were planned for 
between 0645 and 0715 to silence as much ground fire as possible. At 

this time 1 was briefed on, Billotte location in ths jungle outside the 
Ile camp by a FAC who had Just rearmed froa 

Departing Pleiku at 0530 hairs vs proceeded to Army licalaway for 
refuelimg and coordinatlemedth the How Fire Coutrol T. At 
Hollowey their. COC directenas, to a OSCO briefing Nor army Chopper 
perlonnel who were going to participate In the recovery. At this 
briefiagIwas In:Monad that the Amor was modugto use one of their 
slink UH-IBle forth. pleb* sad that the plan had been approved by the 
USIC-2 Commander. I was Invited and volunteered t, proceed with the 
Hugyn to Plat Me and watch the show. 

Departing Holloway at 0630 hours 23 0at-63 in 4:02:pany with 4. armed 
UH-13le and 1 slick UH 	we proceeded to the Ple:LMe area, The air 
strikes were made as scheduled but the FAC oa sossobecame unsure of 
Elliotte position so the pickup attempt was called off. The untertaieV 
of =late poultice' at this tine stemmed :roil the fact that the night 
before (22 Oct 65) the amay had made an unsucceamta attempt in recovering 
hia and in doing so had revealed his position to Us V. C. This forced 
Zlliott to change his position, and cussed a teepo:•az7 aituation where 



his exact location was anknowa. Aeavy automatic - teopons fire was 
still prevalent in the pickup acme at this time. 

with the pickup postponed indefinately allium.icopters returned to 
Holloway Field at C815 L 23 Oct 65. After lamilan; at Hollowey the 
recovery of Elliott vela into a hold status until, the FACts could again 
pin point his location. 

At 1030L the FAC's again made radio contact reth Elliott and were 
able to plot his position., At this time Rlliott  said the location 
he was now in seemed relative quiet and he beilWsvod a successful pick-
up could be acccaplished. At this time I was at '.741404W0 Headquarters 
discussing the situation with the seniorTASC-TWO controller. With the 
new information I decided to shoot-for a 1230Lpilkup of Elliott. A 
call s.. 4e to the_erprCOC at Holloway and arrangements made fora 
3 ship UH-18 fire control teas to provide cover IV.r the pickup. 

At 11 10L we departed Holloway in company with the three &road Iluays 
for the ?lei He Camp. Arriving °vernal He at 1:20, contact was made 
with the FAC who was to mark Elliotts position Icy the pickup. The 
FAC informed us that a C-123 which was making supply drops to the camp 
was receiving heavy fire from a point close to SlAotts position, Before 
the pickup could be made this gun position would lave to be neutralised. 
At613,301. two Maws that were flying CAP over the site were called in to 
strike the gun position. A double napalm drop wawmade and the ground 
fire ceased. 

At I1351. all helicopters, the FAC„ ani=lioawent to sward Channel 
for camennicating. During the pickup the FAC nenisidallIntte position 
with a =Oka rocket endue made our ever the Plei He Special 
Forces Camp to his poeition which was2Pr= 

in 
  SW of the camp. The 

location of the pickup was a300$ by. 35$ opening !it the jungle. This 
opening was carpeteirlth 6$ elephant grass and various mill trees. 
when we were about 2/3 of the words.= the length at the clearing Elliott 
was *potted coning out of the trees an the left. Zsleds a rudder turn 
to the left to put the side cabin deer on his lido. Because of the 	. 
grass and seall.trees a landing was impossible buLviet were able to Wiegers 
at a, 2 toot altitude. Billott eroded through thc grass andiriassima 
the helicopter and was pullet Into: the cabin by tkaLerse ebistamdiAlbe : y 
pasaveseeemen. Take effuse imandlateanduedWismotedthe 	r the 
some relate used for the eppreseb. Vas In the elAering was 2,3 minutes. 
Throughput the approach and yule we were hoverinio  the army EN4Ble 
were laying down a solid blanket of rocket and machine gum fire arasod, 
our position. Thedreoverage was outstanding. 

The CH-.18 formation commander said we reativec.ground fire on take 
off but it was not effective. We were probably net in sight of the 7.C. 
gunners and they were only firing at sound. 



tha tine of his pickup (11431)4  Captain KU lett had spent 34. 
hours hiding from the Tint Caw 'who surrounded the Plei Its Special 
Fortes Camp. acme:ma times cousing this period the Viet CEng had nada 
intensive searchee for him. Captain EU 	is te ha eamended fur the 
initiative and 	as that he exhibited ithile waiting feu. rescue. 
The eauditicsa that he famed were quite hostile. 

Ozic e the actual resets pickup' 	started 440 ranation and timing 
14641/1g the alizertat parties was outstanding and the mission was 
clooplated mlnisr.mt =mat of time. 

JULE L. PCT.TIX 
Captain*  73AF 
acesu.63 Crew Co=ander 



Rescue at 
Plot Me 

by Kevin Generous 

At 2:00 A.M. on the pitch-black morn-
ing of October 22, 1965, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Melvin Elliott of Glendale, Ari-
zona, flew his A-1E Skyraider at 10,000 
feet over North Vietnamese ground units 
surrounding Plei Me Special Forces 
Camp in South Vietnam's central high-
lands. Elliott and his wingmcm had ren-
dezvoused with a C-123 flareship and 
were awaiting the arrival of an army 
CV-2 Caribou cargo ship on an aerial 
resupply mission to besieged Plei Me. Al-
though the primary mission of Elliott's 1st 
Commando Squadron—based in Bien 
Hoa, 325 kilometers south—was to train 
South Vietnamese pilots in the propeller-
driven tighter-bombers, when necessary 
the squadron flew close air support for 
isolated Special Forces camps in the 
mountains near the Laotian border. Dur-
ing his ten months in South Vietnam, 
Captain Elliott had racked up over 200 
such combat missions. 

Three days before, 2,200 troops of the 
North Vietnamese Army 33d Regiment 
had assaulted Plei Me in the initial phase 
of a dry season offensive designed to ex-
pand Hanoi's control over the strategic 
central highlands before American com-
bat forces arrived in strength. However, 
Plei Me, a dusty border camp 345 kilome- 

ters from Saigon, was proving to be a 
tough nut to crack; the NVA faif ire to 
overrun quickly the crude triangule  a-  for-
tress would soon turn the tactical iniiative 
over to the newly arrived U.S. Array 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile). By la e No-
vember, the 1st Air Cav would engage 
and defeat three NVA regiments—i.: iclud-
ing the 33d—in the bloody battle in the Ia 
Drcmg Valley. 

This was Elliott's second trip ove r Plei 
Me. Following the initial North Vietnam-
ese assault, Elliott had led a flight ( if four 
Skyraiders in support of the twelve ,kmer-
iccrn Green Berets and 450 montagnard 
irregulars inside the Plei Me comround. 
After seeing North Vietnamese infantry 
hurl themselves in human waves a ;ainst 
Pier Me's walls, Elliott was only nildly 
surprised by the camp commander' 3 des-
perate instructions to the Skyrciders: 
"Bomb our perimeter ... use nap rlin if 
you have it." The Skyraider pilots ok liged, 
dropping their canisters within ya .ds of 
the defenders—crt times from altitudes of 
only 100 feet—temporarily brealcir g up 
the Communist attack. 

Now, on Elliott's second mission three 
days later, the situation at Plei Me was 
still critical. NVA mortars and rocke s had 
zeroed in on the camp's dirt airstrir , pre-
venting resupply or reinforcement by 
helicopter. With ground reinforcements 
bogged down by a North Vietnamese 
ambush thirty kilometers east, re:. apply 
consisted of parachute drops by CV-2 
Caribou aircraft Elliott grew impati mt as 
he circled over Plei Me for ninety n Mutes 
awaiting the nightly Caribou run And, 
with his fuel tanks nearly empty, Elliott 
discovered the Caribou mission ha< 1  been 
scrubbed. The captain radioed the 0-123 
flareship of his intention to drop hi; load 
of two 750-pound napalm and six 1..luster 
bomb unit canisters—standard ord icmce 
for night missions—on enemy pc5itions 
and head back to base at Bien Hoa 

Even with the sky lit by flares, Elliott 
"could only see the outline of the com-
pound—nothing else" as he ease d his  

heavy plane into a strafing run, fir 
20m cannon bursts from his four wi 
mounted cannons. As the thirty-six-ye 
old pilot pulled the Skyraider out of 
low-level run and away from the tai 
he thought, "God, it's awfully brig 
Glancing to his left, Elliott saw his en 
left wing erupt in flames, caused either 
a well-directed antiaircraft burst or, y 
haps, by leaking hydraulic fluid ign 
from the rnilz7le blast of his own guns. 

"I'm on fire," the captain told his wi 
man, who was still a mile behind El 
starting his own run. Realizing 
chances of limping to the nearest bc 
thirty miles away at Pleiku, were nil, 
liott radioed, "... will attempt to mar 
ver over the compound and bail out." 
the flames rapidly burned off the wt 
surface panels, searing through the c 
trol cables. Wresiling in vain with 
controls, the veteran pilot realized "ti 
was nothing left of the ailerons." As 
heavy airplane slowly began rolling c 
on its back, Elliott slid back the can 
and sent his last transmission to 
nearby 0-123: "Mayday, mayday .. 
fire and abandoning aircraft." 

Popping open the seat harness, El 
felt the wind blast tear off his flight hel 
as he dropped like a stone from 
stricken aircraft. Clearing the plane's 
Elliott opened his chute at 800 feet, c 
scious only of his extremely low altit 
and the bright glow of a newly drop. 

 flare. 
Elliott's parachute snagged on a t 

leaving him dangling thirty feet above 
jungle floor. "I swung over, caught ai 
and climbed to the ground, -  he scric 
his haste to avoid capture, he abcmck 
the survival gear strapped to his p 
chute harness, taking only a .38 r  
with five rounds, a bcrttery-oper 
strobe light, and a two-way radio, Ell 
maps and M16 rifle—with all his E 

ammo—had gone down with the 
raider. His most prized possession by 
however, was his survival radio. Ellioi 
alized that he had been lucky on this 
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Normally, A-1 pilot in Elliott 
tdron were not gueetanteeci two-way 
es. Because of on acute shortage, 
a were usually issued only homing 
ems. 
ae downed flier contacted his wing-
, who protectively stayed overhead 
, perilously short of fuel himself, he 
off in the direction of Plei Me. Thus 
lied, Elliott intended to walk into the 
fee safety of the compound. After hilt-
hrough dark jungles seeking the be-
ad =nap, the pilot suddenly found 
elf in the center of "the biggest 
ned gunfight I'd ever heard." Amid 
zing bullets and crunipin.g mortars, 
II rneraralekd for refuge inside the top 
thick tree blown down by mortars. 

she burrowed in for the night. 
idawn the nest day, U.S. Army Cap-
William Rainey_ circled Plei Me at 
feet in a single-engine 0-1 Bird-

A FAC with the 219th Aviation Corn-
y in Pleiku, Rainey's job was to direct 
ical air strikes over the camp and 
ride observation of enemy troop 
manta a safe distance away from 

aaliatranft guns. Rainey also flew 
=al utility missions and performed 

radio relays for outlying Special 
camps like Plei Me. In fact, Rainey 

the distinction of flying the last air- 
01 off Plei Me's dirt airstrip only hours 

to the North Vietnamese attack. That 
the =all 0-1's powerful radios 

to routinely monitoring frequency 
10—the air emergency channel. 

, Birddog 	this is Elliott, 
crackled the radio. Although en- 
in his FAC duties, Rainey heard 

message. "You could tell he 
billing at a whisper," Rainey re- 

He heard the transmission twice 
b before realizing that the message 
a directed at his aircraft Rainey an-
wed Elliott, quickly fixed his position, 
[i rocked his wings in recognition. 
ire going to get you out," Rainey as- 

foe downed filer. 
)ser the nest twelve hours, the FAC 

helped direct the air force pilot across the 
scarred landscape, from crater to crater, 
skirting the fierce firefights waged 
around Plei Me. At times the Green Be-
rets inside Plei Me compound witnessed 
Elliott scampering near the jungle's fringe 
to reach a pickup zone southwest of the 
camp perimeter. An attempt by the Green 
Berets to link up with the pilot failed be-
cause of heavy North Vietnamese gunfire. 

Shortly alter dark Elliott heard the dis-
tinctive sound of a U.S. Army Huey heli-
copter combing the area. Emerging from 
the jungle and standing on an exposed 
trail, Elliott held up the bright strobe light. 
The chopper circled once in the darkness, 
then turned on its spotlight Elliott could 
see a rope dangling from the Huey's 
door. Just as rescue appeared imminent, 
cm enemy machine gun erupted, its 
tracers stabbing toward the hovering 
chopper. Both man and machine "got the 
hell out of there," recalled Elliott, who 
dove back into the jungle. 

Lying still in the bush, with one arm 
Rung over his face, Mott heard cm 
investigating North Vietnamese patrol 
along the trail. A crisscrossing search 
beam passed perilously close—within 
twenty feet—to the camouflaged pilot. The 
patrol reversed direction and swung the 
beam again close by, then receded into 
the jungle Elliott spent a second night 
nestled at the bona of a giant tree. 

The familiar sound of a twin-engine 
C-47 greeted Elliott at dawn. Scanning 
the sky, the captain spotted an AC-47 
Spooky gunship, its gunports open, about 
to fire on the area. Elliott "tore around 
that tree like a squirrel," putting it be-
tween himself and the gunship. But the 
AC-47 fired only a few rounds and de-
parted. Elliott later discovered that engine 
trouble had aborted its mission. 

By afternoon the flier had raised an-
other 0-1, whose pilot insisted on mark-
ing Elliott's position with smoke grenades. 
"You really don't need to do that," said 
Elliott, who feared that the smoke would 
only attract the NVA But the 0-1 pilot  

rnissee his meek and soon departed. El-
liott hunkered down to await the chopper 
that hi had been told was "en route," 
only in be informed shortly afterward that 
his res sue chopper had been "diverted to 
a higher priority." By now Elliott's situa-
tion w es no longer unique; other U.S. pi-
lots lie d been downed near Plei Me as 
more r.S. aircraft had been committed to 
the ea tip's relief. 

Discouraged for the moment at not 
being ''a higher priority," Elliott washed 
up in c creek and felt better. As he contin-
ued to walk through the jungle, his heart 
nearly stopped as a 150-pound wild boos 
suddenly charged out of a bamboo 
thicket Running in the other direction, El-
liott found a patch of tall elephant grass 
and pissed the time eavesdropping on 
his sqeaclron mates' radio chatter as the 
Skyrai tiers flew past to drop napalm on 
nearhe  •  North Vietnamese emplacements. 

Mr it's turn for rescue at last arrived. 
A twin-rotored U.S. Air Force HH-43 
Husky rescue helicopter lumbered over 
the cle ming escorted by two Huey gun-
ships ring their rockets. Nearly blown 
over h. ,  the terrific prop wash, scratched 
up are  I  punchy from his thirty-six-hour 
ordeal, Captain Elliott climbed onto the 
Husky'  e  wheel and was hauled aboard 
the cho open' for the short trip to Pleiku. 

Afte  .  his recovery, Elliott was whisked 
sway t 3 let Special Forces Group head-
quarte s in Nina Trong for detailed de-
briefire  T.  There he was asked by a 
curious intelligence officer whether he 
was :cared at any time" while sur-

rounds i by a full regiment of North Viet-
macaw regulars in pitched battle. 

"On y for about thirty-six hours," Elliott 
replied wearily. 

Kevin Generous, a defense policy 
analys in Washington, D.C., has re-
searched and written extensively on 
America's early involvement in the 
Vietna n War, including the battle of 
the Ia . /rang Valley in 1965, 
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Jet 7, 38 .23q, -dist, Cot-Dec 65 

deceased !Jere r3coverad by the marine search 

(3) ,:issical 7-38-640, 23 October 1965. slert helicopter 

crew was scrambled by Base C_erations pers:snnU at 1340L to aia: 

evacuate one seriously iajured litter patient from a marine 0-130 on 

the ir Force ramp to the ;:;arine hospital. 

(4) iiission 7-38-641, 23 -,Otober 196f. The alert hell-

co .:)ter crew was scrambled by the hos)ital coorander at 142 ..)L to air 

evacuate a U4s2 airman from the Sir Force ram; to the Marine hospital. 

(5) Mission 7-38-642, 23 October 196 

 

. Recovered pi7ht 

   

wounded marines from jungle Iv using hoist  through 200 foot  trees. 

Two aircraft  hits  were taken while  over  the area. 

W idssion 7-38-648, 26 October 1965. Two helicopter crews 

were scrambled from quarters by Base 02erations at 2150L for two 

marine F-43'8 observed to crash on Monkey Mountain. The UH-1 pilot 

managed to hover within 50 yards of the crash site. Clouds spilling 

over the %Icantain to obscured the crash site and prevented closer 

ins)ection by any of the helicopter cre:,s. One 17:-432 landed half way 

11 -; the mountain and conferred with the ground party commander. The 

pilots had evidently flown into the mountain to2 which was hidden in 

the clouds. The four deceased were recovered by rcund party at 0700L 

27 Octk,ber 1965. 

(7) :Assion 7-38-651, 26 October 1965. Two 1-45P crews were 

scrambl d by tIta Coumaad Post at 02301, to air evacuate tw seriously 

wounded uariaes from the -lir 2crce rival) to the h.aa.ine hospital. 
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[ SECRET 

NARRATIVE OF RMCUE MISSION 

On 28 October 1965, two HH-43F helicopters departed Nakhon 
Phan am Air Base to locate and recover two pilot3 whose jet aircraft 
had been shot aown while an a mission over Mort -L Vietnam. Immedi-
ately upon reaching the area, the lead helicopter checked in with 
the HU-16 which was directing the operation, aril received vectors 
to one of the downed pilots chute. While "Pedr) 1" (lead heilcopter) 
proceeded with the recovery of the downed pilot, the H..16 potted
the second parachute and directed "Pedro 2" to the area. Pedro 2 
made three low passes over the immediate area b!fore the second 
survivor was sighted. The distressed pilat was standing in elephant 
grass approximately twelve feet tall, with 100 7eet trees surround-
ing him. The hoist was lowered and the survivo, was brought 
safely into the helicopter. The pilot had to ecceed the torque 
limitations of his aircraft in order to be able to maintain his 
precarious hovering position over the tall tree3. While leaving 
the area, Pedro 2 was fired upon by hositle forces, but was able 
to eacap3 undamaged. &route back to Nakhon Phanam, the flight 
mechanic did an outstanding job of administering first aid to the 
rescued pilot who had suffered several cuts and burns. The only 

 on the scene was in the lead helicopto!r, Pedro% 

Crew Members "Pedro 1": 
RCC Capt Donald R. Berdeaux 
CP Capt Nilliam R. Uhl 
HE A//C Lyle J. Tadewald 
PJ A/1C Harry Ti. Birtel 

Crew MeMbers "Pedro 2" 
IC Capt Charled E. McMillan 
CP Ca pt Charles P. Rush 
HE 2C Andrew C. Paparella 
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SECRET 
10. 38-1027-13 Oct 65 (S).  Maj Jaw Randall was makini: a second pass on 
the bridge he had just bombed in North Vietnam for aasessytent when be en-
countered an emergency and. via forced to eject. His wingean notified the 
HC-54 pilot on precautionary orbit or the bailout. The ii(.54 proceeded 
toward the bailout scene and requested that the CH-3C, are. Ale's be scrambled. 
Mei Randell had landed in a valley near a village* Re Wan climbing a near-
by billoeei at this time saw two men with eiflescoming tcvard his position. 
Upon reaching the .  top of the hill he made contact with his flight via radio. 
on being told that the helicopter would require one hour to *rive at his 

location he requested that the orbiting aircraft leave his immediate area 
so as not to compromise his position.. The helicopter mad. one low pass upon 
arrival and drew ground fire. Nej Randell directed the AlEws to his position 
and they suppressed the ground fire for the C1-3C. Due tc a hoist malfunc-
tion, the helicopter had to land to pick up the survivor. The high shrubbery 
resulted in damage to the rotor tips of the CR-3C; however, an uneventful 
return journey followed. The pilot of the CH-3c vas Capt Jerry W. Jennings. 

11* 18.1055-22 Oct 6? (D),  Capt Melvin C. Elliot Via or a 'strafing mission 
against VC forces attacking the ?lei Me Camp in South Vietnam when he was 
forced to kallOut. His bailout Cook place at approximately MOOR, and he 
landed 200 meters from the pertter of the amp. A lergi VC force that had 
the camp surounded, wore located between Capt Elliot and the camp perimeter. 
Capt Elliot sada radio contact with both his wingman and the camp. A petrel 
that was sent out to locate him ran into heavy opposition end was forced to 
return. Attar daylight additional patrols were dispateleg, but all failed 
to make contact with the survivor. That evening an Army helicopter attempted 
to sakathe piokup but was driven off by heavy automatic veapons fire. Tvo 
011-43f. ware sent from Hien Hos to be in place at Haiku for a first light 
attempt the following morning. The plan was for two fighter aircraft to 
make strikes in the vicinity, followed immediately by two more fighters 
laying smoke and the two RH+43's coming in to make the pickup. However, 
during the night it Wean. necessary for Capt Elliot to change his biding 
place due to increased VC activity in hie immediate area. Later that morning 
Capt Elliot transmitted his new location, and othe 011-43 0s along with armed 
UR-liits proceeded to the area and made the pickup. The pilot of' the 1111-43 
=eking the pickup, Copt rale Potter, flew the survivor to Plelku. 

12. 38-1073-23 Oet 63 M.  A OSN F-413 crewed by Lt Cod% A. M. Lindsey and 
Lt Robert W. Cooper encountered diff:culty while on a mission over Laos and 
ejected. His vingmen notified the propositioned HUelb, that in turn notified 
the ACC . at Cdorn Ali, Thailand. Two AlEts and one RC-54 were scrambled from 
Udorn AD, and two 1111e43va took off from Nakhon Mama. While MR Force was 
enroute, a Navy AIR that had been diverted into the area picked up an emergen-
cy beacon, and shortly thereafter sighted two Chutes. Eac of the two 35.43's 
picked up one orewmember, as the two bed landed about one alle apart. The 
pilots of the two IIII-43/e, Cept Dueoaux and Capt MOMillien, fiew the survi-
vors to Nakbon Phanam, Thailand. 17  

17 Append 5 page 9 
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13. -3Netee1ege-ect-63--idth At 120911 the radio operator at nuang Tri, RVN, 
intercepted a May Day from an Amy UE4B.that had crashed. Two HB-43 helicop-
ter, that were on alert at Quang Tri scrambled, and an 1It-16 mea diverted 
to the incident scene. The downed helicopter was Located and the crew taken 
to a forward Army outpost. The two HH-43 pilots, Cape Jahn Keen and Capt 
Arvo than returned to alert duty at Quang Tn. 48  

14. -IentItt-tittieMPT-1,03 On 1 :lov 65 the tower at Tan Son Nhut 
AB informed the Lbl unit of a P-;V landing with on* engine out. One Ham-43B 
scrambled with • fir* suppression kit and intercepted the aircraft on final 
approach. The P.i2V blew a tire on landing, and AS the aircraft came to a 
stop on the runway a magnesium fire broke out in the left wheel veil; the 
flames engulfing the entire wing. The 	43 hovered and directed its rotor 
mash so as to keep flamee.  from ignitieg the fuel tanks or the paraflares that 
were mounted on the wing. They continued this, until the fire . trucke arrived 
and extinguished the flames. DOA to the action of the 0-4311 pilot, Capt 
Alden, the 13 transambera of the P4V escaped without injuries. 

15. ithebtrtlYnterftret-It On 1 Sow 65, Capt Aliens was forced to eject 
from his RE-101 over the north Vietnamese coast. He hit the water epproxi-
mately 100 yards from amts. Fortunately, another RF-101 woe in the area 
and vas able to immediately locate thfiqii. The 1W-16 along with two USN 
All aircraft proceeded to the scene. L.: -  pilot vas spotted the HU.:16 began 
an approach for a water landing; however a go-around vie Initiated because 
a sampan was aPproeching the downed pilot. The AIN RZSCAP aircraft were dir-
ected by the HU-16 to fire S4XVAS the bow of the sampan.. This was done; how-
ever, the sampan continued touted the eurVivor. On the reIt pass the selePan 
VAS sunk approximately 100 yarda from the survivor. The 311-16 then water 
landed, and SS it VISS taxiing to the survivor noted three armed swimmers 
also attempting to reach the downed pilot. During this entire tied sukchliva 
gun fire from the shore was being directed at both the survivor end the HU• 
16, and Capt 1lUggine vs engaged in a pistol dual with the swimmers. The 
HU46 called for the RISCAP aircraft to meke a peas at the swimmers and 
Taxi tad Co the survivor. The uninjured survivor Inas taken aboard, and 
flown to Danang by the 1W46 RCC, Capt David Barger. 

1 6. "Mtverar2eeewriver*-19-'-(2)-  On 1 Nov . 65, It Cmdr Billy V. Wheat ejected 
from his A4C over North Vietnam. His wings= noted the sooceseful bailout 
and Alerted the Nt616 GA precautionary orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin, 'which 
In turn alerted the rescue center at Udorn AB, Thailand. An FIC•54 was divert-
ed to the scene, and two H11,-43 aircraft were scrambled from Nakhon Phanom, 
Thailand. Occasionally beacon signals were heard, but na visual. nor voice 
contact was made by the time the 1111.43's had reached their bingo fuel tine, 

18 Append 7 page 6 
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