
7-year POW to speak at ceremony in November 
Mary ScWtag P.0W Network 

Retired Capt. William "Bill" 
Robinson who is the longest-held 
erilisted prisoner of war in Americo his-
tory, was released from the infamous 
Hanoi Hilton on Feb- 12, 1911 
Robinson was a mnsnbcr of the U.S. 

Air Force, flying as a crowrrisrt bisarsJ a 
Kaman HH43B "liluskie" helicopter on 
rescue arissiona in Vietnam when he and 
his fellow crew members were shot out 
of The sky by the Onomy is 1965. 
A photograph was laken shortly after 

his captnrc. preserving the image of 
Robinson being escorted as gunpoint 
with fixed bayonet by a diminutive 
t'-lortls Vietnamese mcmiii in urs.tsirrn 
The photograph became very popular in 
Viotnuiti, and it figured prirpronOntly in 
the country's propaganda campaign. It 
seas used on official Norris Vietnam 
postal stamps Lssued in 1967 
Robinson, a graduate froiri Rrsnnokc 

Rapids High School, in Roanoke 
Rapids, N-C., was only 22 years old 
when he was captured. 
He was paraded around in several vil-

lages whes-  be won, hit, n.pot upset and 
taunted Torture was part of everyday 

lifer for the nest os-vest Alld 1 hail yeas-a 
he endured not only torture, but starva-
tion, beatings, boredom and liunuiliurion, 
and was kept is a cell sos ,iiioll he cotild 
bumPy fit nH it. i-to ansi sillier PnSvrsts 
of Won, POWs, were generally given two 
meal v and ahout 15 snnaates outside each 
slay. 

Alter 2.73) slays of csanfirserrscrn, on 
Valentine's Day in 1973, the plane carry-
ing Robinson touched down ill 
Wiethussgtssn DC Robiinsisss described 
himself on feeling tacky that he only 
spent sin mouths in solitary confine. 
latent. 

On April 9, 1973, Robinson received a 
battlefield commission as a 2nd 
Lis-uteinosit for Iris s'alorons and lissonsi—
able behas'irts during captivity that was 
frequently brutal and inhutnanc. 

Robinson harbors no resentment or 
hostility for his cuptiviLyr In 1995, the 
Vtetsianneoe government offered to pits. 
viole liar Robinson nest hiS wife cs visit 
their ctfssnit-y ngnintsi vssii the site of his 
former prison in Hanoi Robinson gra-
ciously accepted and even visited with 
the former soldier who appears with him 
in the famous phatogeaph sit his capture. 

When asked about that meeting and his 
feelings toward his former enertly. 
It 
 

stated that she was very gut-
eloise and kinof and thai "she was just a 
soldier doing whni was asked of hen" 

Rssbinniei reidrel from active duty in 
1934 for medical reasons, but left with 
an impressive record of military service 
that included 23y0nr5 lii iatrstce, with 
seven of those being in captivity. Hit was 
one of Use first enlisted meitabers its 
receive the Air Force Cross in nuleusitan 
to being awarded the Silver Star, Legion 
of Met-iL Bronze Star, P01%' Medal and 
two Purple Hearts 
As a summing POW and veteran. 

Robinson spends ever ntoro frequent 
uimsiiunlii of 671ne visiting with staititaey 
groups and oehrssl children si share his 
story and teach thena the value of honor, 
dignity and duty.  

Rolsinasifi will speak iii the POW/MIA 
Service of Remembrance on Tuesday 
morning. Nov 6.  1'he service is sched-
uled for 9 ant., at rise Wclk Resort in 
Brunson and is held outdoors, weather 
permitting The event is open to the pub-
lie For more iauiamstioe_ call 417-536--
4232 or infothpownctwsstk.org. wsu'n*yi0ePnwsa5sss1 
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