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F-105 Pilot Ejectee  

On 24 July 1965 a CH-3C helicopter, 8. - ___gned to the 38th Air 

Rescue Squadron, recovered a downed F-105 pilot. 

An Air Rescue Service HC-54 on precautionary orbit was notified 

that four F-105's were missing 40 miles • est of Hanoi. A CH-3C 

helicopter and two ian-43B helicopters were scrambled from Lima Site 

98 where they were refueling. The HC-54 accompanied them to Lima 

Site 36 where additional refueling was accomplished. The heli-

copters then proceeded to the area of the SAR objective. The 

pilot of one F-105 was spotted on the ground and radio contact 

was established between the downed pilot and the Air Rescue HC-54 

flying RESCAP. Continuous radio communication between the HC-54 

ani the downed F-105 pilot was maintained until the Air Rescue 

Service controlled CB3C helicopter arrived an the scene and 

recovered the pilot. 3'd' 	 j91e 90 -  
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c. Combat MismiocNairatives: 

(1) (U) Det 6 - 446 - 20 Jul 65. An F-100 pilot bailed out 
at night in heavy rain over unsecure territory of-pouth-Vietnana Two 
HH-43F helicopters scraMbled from Bien Hos., and picked up the downed 
pilots URT 21 beeper signal immediately upon take off. Due to low 
visibility and erratic homing needle awing, the helicopters 'conducted 
search for the survivor at 25 feet utilizing Ioodlights and landing 
lights. Helicopters were.underfeporadic tracer fire during the search. 
The pilot was located, and returred to Bien Hoa uninjured. 

(2) (S) 38-664,-3 Jul 65. An F-105 pilot, Capt Kenneth R. Johnson, 
discovered he had ,a severe Shortage of fuel enroute to a strike in North 
Vietnam. He immediately jet'aiz4aed his external stores and ,etarted heading 
for friendly territory. He contacted the HC-54 on precautionary orbit, 
which in turn advised the control center to scraMble helicopters from 
Udorn AB, Thailand. The F-105 ran out of fuel while over Laois, and the 
pilot made a ouccessful baildut. He landed in high trees and was dang-
ling in his harness 50 feet above the ground. He had suffered a broken 
JIM When the helicopters arrived on the scene a rescue from above vas 
attempted.. Due to heavy foliage the pararescue man was suspended in the 
horsecollar 100 feet below the helicopter and for ten minutes tried to 
chop away the vines and branches above the survivor. It Klan became 
apparent that this approach would not work. The helicopter then landed 
approxiMately 4 of a mile from the survivor. The'pararescue man walked 
to the site and the helicopter lowered the hoist to him. The pararescue 
man was hoisted up to the survivor, and tied the survivor to him utilizing 
a nylon rope. Be then cut the parachute Shroud lines, and the helicopter 
climbed vertically for 150 feet, then flew at 20 knots to the clearing 
with the two men dangling 75 feet below the helicopter. After the rec-
overy of the two into the helicopter an uneventful flight to home base 
followed, The helicopter aircraft commander was Capt David E. Allen. 

(3) (S) 38-744-24 Jul 65, A Navy A-6A was shot down over Lr.Los, 
the crew, Lt Omar Richard P Bordone, and Lt Jg Peter F. Moffett, made a 
successful ejection. An F-105 that was searching forlthe-downed.mavy 
crew developed engine trouble and had to bail out within 25 mules of the 
first incident. -Marine helicopters that were prepositioned for search 
and rescue operations at Quang Trip RV? and USAF HH-43 helicopters from 
Nakhan Phanon„ Thailand were launched to effect recovery of eur07en% 
In spite of lo 4 visibility and marginal reception of beacon signals all 
crew meMbers were located and recovered. The Marine helicopters rescued 
the two Navy pilots. Capt Thomas J. Curtis 'who was the pilot of the HH-
43 helicopter picked up Major Wiliam J. McClelland;' TheF-105 pilot. 

(4) (s) 38-754.27  Jul 65.  Four F-105 aircraft Were downed 
while flying against surface to air missile sites in North Vietnam. Of 
the four downed aircraft only one chute was reported. A CH-3C helicopter 
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which was prepositioned at a forward site in Laos was launched to recover 
survivors. It entered the same area where the four aircraft had been 
downed, approximately 40 miles west of Hanoi, and was led to the downed 
pilot by RESCAP aircraft. The survivor was on a heavily wooded slope 
and marked his position with red smake. The helicopter was forced to 
hover at approximately 80 feet above the pilot due to the high trees. 
After the pilot had put on the hoist harness and was raised 10 feet a 
hoist malfUnction occurred. The crew was unable to lift the pilot the 
remaining 70 feet manually. The crew decided a landing would have to 
be made in order to rescue the survivor, so they flew to a rice paddy 
mile away with the survivor dangling 70 feet belv the helicopter. 

Immediately after landing and recovering the survivor the helicopter 
came under automatic weapons fire and received 3 hitsiane of which missed 
the fuel tanks by 6 inches. The remainder of the return journey was 
uneventful. C1-3C aircraft commander was Capt George C. Martin, and 
rescued F-105 pilot was Capt Frank Tub. 

(5) (8) 38-761a28 Jul 65. A USN A-4E was downed over Laos. 
Two HHa43 helicopters were scrambled from %khan Phanonnto make the 
pickup. The downed pilot was located by A-IE RESCAP aircraft which led 
the helicopters to the scene. The A-1E aircraft had to conduct continuing 
attacks against hostile troops that were attempting to reach the dawned 
pilot. As the helicopter moved in for the pickup the A-1Elo laid dawn 
covering fire. The survivor was located on the side of a hill, and in 
order for the helicopter to manuever over the pilot to effect the pick-
up it was necessary to have the blades come within inches of the side of 
the mountain. The pickup was successful and an uneventful flight back 
to Nakhon Phanoe, Thailand followed. The aircraft commander of the HE -
43 making the pickup was lLt Walter F Turk, and the survivor was LT JG 
Townsend R. Grant. 

(6) (U) 38-814-11 Aug 65. An HU46 tm precautionary orbit over 
the Gulf of Tonkin received a call on guard channel from an F-105 that 
was hit coming off a strike in North Vietnam. The F-I05 pilot declared 
he was going to bail out. The HU-16 requested a homing steer from the 
distressed aircraft's aingman, and as he turned to the heading, made a 
visual sighting on the descending parachute. The HU-16 jettisoned wing 
tanks and was on final approach as the survivor landed in the water, The 
pickup was made approximately 14 miles off the shore of North Vietnam. 
The 13U-'16 aircraft commander, Major Frederick C. Wismer, made a normal 
water take off and delivered the survivor& to DaNang AB, RVN, 

(7) (U) 38422..13 Aug 65. Lt Robert J Hyland USNR, was piloting
an AalH *which was hit by flak over North Vietnam, His ;ingman contacted 
the HU-16 on precautionary orbit and advised it of the imPending bailout. 
The AalH was able to make the coast and the pilot bailed out over the sea. 
His wingman directed the Ht!-16' to the incident site. The Malt, made a 
water landing, recovered the survivor, and delivered him to DaNang 1d3, 
RVN, The HU-16 aircraft commulderwas Capt Richard F. Reichardt. 
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1. This report concernir4 mission 754, was flown  on 27 July 196'5.  The 
crew memors were:  Rescue Crew Commander, Capt RobeR777-7.70777  48th 17S; 
Co-Pilot, Cant Emmett E. 4illiams,  Jr., 36th ARS; Warigator, Cant Harrison 
N. Yoneda, 36th ARS;  Flight Mechanic, TSgt Floyd L. England,  36th ARS; 
Flight Mechanic, S.Sgt Antranig A. Gurvnlian, 48th ARS; Radio Operator, SSgt 
Newton C. Boykin, 5lith ARS. The recovery aircraft was an  HC-514D,  42-72666, 
call sign  SPUD 29,  from 36th ARS, Taehikawa AB, Japan.  Mission objective 
was to escort a CH-3C helicopter, call sign - SHED 85, to LIMA SITE 36, 
then orbit site 36 and standby for possible recovery of downed pilots. 

2. At 01120Z, we  departed Udorn AB,  Thailand.  We arrived at orbit area 
AUNIA (20-00N 10h-29E)  at Ohb9Z., At 0500Z SHEO 85 was intercepted. We 
contacted 037, an Air America aircraft, for site 36 and site 98 weather 
03 reported some holes in broken layers and alright (or arrival of SHED 
85 at site 98. He rerorted site 36 weather to be overcast with bases at 
5,500 ft. The overcast had a hole 20 NM wide and visability was good. 
From our position the weather looked unfavorable in all quadrants as far as 
could be seen, SHED 85 was somewhat concerned with the weather at both sites, 
but continued on to site 98 which was enroute to site 36. At 0610Z SHED 85 
landed at site 98 to refuel.  Because of the questionable weather he felt 
that a refueling stop was necessary in the interest of safety. Two HH-L3B 
helicopters from Udorn, PEDRO 1 & 2 also  landed at site 98 approximately the 
same time. SPUD 06, an RC-54D from Udorn had escorted the PEDRO choppers to 
site 98. Together we orbited site 98 while waiting for SHED 85 to refuel. 
SPUD 06 and PEDRO 1 2 were remaining at site 98 on alert.  At 0620Z we 
were advised that the  weather at site 36 was favorable for SW D 85 to land. 
We attemnted contact with SHED 85 on UHF and I{ whichhe had been advised 
to maintain contact on while at site 98. We attempted contact through PEDRn 
aircraft without success. At 06/127. we rinally contacted PErkn 2 and he 
advined 7AF,D Pc; U,n ta•eo orr ASAP an directod hy Hq 38 ARS.  SHKUt  8!;  advised 
11!7 	wc-, 	::ii/' 	tt .4 	Fri  2 t 	 n I h t. whim 	 two., 	rt;* 

j.r' 	I1 	;ornr pi.rohnhl and nt,hs  r  w 1 	 111:; 	Limn 
f(Ir. 	 In,r;„ ;aid 	would ri 	hirn  J 	' 	hr:  or  1 ,1 •:1. 
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A. 072' 	heard a eall to BRIGHAM (Udorn i",adar) over UHF gi  
■ft A 4 

 e folio- 
I.  

wft_4 eo:tior. of  HEAL?-2 who went down - 2100N 105-18E.  We advised SHED 85, 
Srup 36, and Ucl 36th MS. 38th AILS advised us that CHESTNUT flight was due 
over tar:;et in 20 min and would provide HESCAP.  At 07110Z  CHESTNUT 20 advised 
that  CEDAR 2 had also Fone down at 21-05N 105.11E.  At 0753Z 38th advised 
CHEVY flight would be in target area for RESCAF at 0803Z. At 0755Z we 
advised SHED 85 to take on enough fuel for 3 trips to target area and return 
as per 38th ARS instructions. 85 advised he could only make 2 trips. At 
0610Z SHED 85 landed at site 36 and refueled. PEDRO 1 & 2 were close behind 
and also refueled at 36. At 0810Z LEOPARD and CHEVY flights advised they 
were in the area and had negative electronic signals or visual of any of 
the downed pilots. At 0813Z VICTORY LEAD relayed through whiplash flight 
that  DoGwoon 02  had  gone down at 21-00N 10h-58E.  At 08257. DOGWOOD 1 relayed 
that an -electronic signal had been received from DOG400D 02 at 21-13N 
10h-56E, At_212_,Itt_AR,9_evised  SAM ENVELOPE was effective for 145_2L__Y.  
radioun of Hamoi_.  We were advised  to remain clear and-  not approach the  
45 NM radic,,:F above -.7.:777.'eet.  This message was relayed to all aircraft. 
-7-1-he target area. At 0902Z DOGWOOD flight departed target area. At 
09114Z SHE') 85 departed site 36.  CHESTNUT and CHEVY flights departed area 
and WHIPLASH entered the area. We escorted SHED 85 via site 107 to the 
Mack aiver 6 NM west of Ian Yen North Vietnam. At 09hOZ one CHESTICT air-
craft who had remained on scene reported that he had sighted the pilot in 
an isol*Le.o aroa and that he was O.K. He estimated the ele-vatien to he 
2000 feet and was receiving eleetronic contacts each 15 minutes. At approxi-
mately 09h27. 3P 1 111  0(1 requested RESCAP as he was behind us and approximately 
25 NM south of us. At this time we only had 2 AlE's for low coverage. The 
RESCAI Im!ht.:; coming in were having to leave for refueling on the tankers 
or returning home plate.  We requested  all available  RESCAP in order to help 
cover 3P!ID 06 and PEDRO 1 & 2.  We especially needed low coverage for search, 
however we were advised that all AlH's and AlE's were committed on missions. 
At 09h7Z DAR7 98 and CANASTA 3 entered the target area. At 10057. ?ANTI:La 120 
and SUNDOWN 112 entered the area. SHED 85 was advised to contact CANASTA 
flight for vector into target area. At 1025Z we reached the Black River 
and orhited to stay out of h5NM range of Hanoi. SHED 85 continued heading 
070°  as vectored by CANASTA flight. At 1030Z PANTHER and SUNDOWN flights 
departed area and cHEsTNuT 3 and rOBRA flights arrived on scene. cHFSTNUT 3 
was sent low to help with low cover of SHED 85. At 1026Z we advised SPUD 06 
that LEOPAI/D and COBA flights were inround and to contact them for RESCAP 
in their area. We also sent WHIPLASH flight to their area to nover until 
WA RA o- 1...r4n rame on srene. At 10387. 	',i72 and 57li r.ight00 7.diq/ 
85 and load him to the survivor at 10h97. and at 1102  MiED 	 64! 
eoulr: not hoi:J. the pilot. up due to a hoint malrunction. Ho w4s wq!Lorod 
to 4 C1 , :arif 	by (:ANAST& flivht where he landed. AL III 	:;INJ 	rept.rLed 

tne pilo% nrul volAen out. or ',hi: horse eollnr aral wa:: on bon  rd tn 0)1w1 
ommirrii arid ment,L c- orditjon.  AL approximatF.ly Uhi:J 	:1101) 06  :trivizod 

wre giveN instmcrAr!ris to return to site 36 as no viz;ual or electrnnic 
r!ontacF.:; had been amde at any or the other locations. At 11111Z we vectored 

, E0 	to cur or- t. Position and at 11207. we departed orbit with SH&D 35 
enrclutE, ho ;:itg! 36. At 11h3Z Ho 38 ARS requested to know if any aircraft 
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were availabe a% 3ite 36 to evacuate the pilot. SHED 85 reported a mal-
functirn witn ontof his engines and felt that a night nigh:, under these 
conditions was too hazardous to risk. PEDRG 1 % 2 were of the same opinion. 
There were no other aircraft available for evacuation so 38th AS advised 
Lnat Air America would evacuate him the next morning. At 1210Z two Air 
America helicopters took off and orbited site 36 in order to vector us in 
as it was dark. They also ignited 4 oil drums by 1220Z along with SHED 85 
we arrived over site 36. The 2 Air America choppers led 85 down and he was 
on the site at 1228Z. He reported ground fire damage and advised he would 
talk to tech rep before departing. We vectored SPUD 06 and PEDRO 1 and 2 
into site 36 at 1232Z. The 2 Air America choppers lead PEDRO 1 and 2 down 
to site 36. At 19Z we departed site 36 with SCUD 06. We landed at Hdorn 
AB at 140C. :iPUD 06 landed approximately 1415Z. 

TheLforemoSt problem during this mission was the enormous amount of UHF 
traffic working 366.2 . ."- -SPUD 06 was escorting and controlling PEDRO 1 and 2 
into one area as we were doing the same with SHED 85. RESCAP was coming in 
and out so rapidly that it was almost impossible to keep record of the aircraft. 
This was due mainly to the short bingo times for the majority of the aircraft. 
This also created a heavy workload on UHF. There was a shortage of AlH's for 
Low level search and cover. Most of the jet aircraft were too low on fuel 
to provide low level search. The CH-30 crew seemed to lack confidence in our 
ability to navigate. He continually asked where he was and if we knew our 
position. This created more excess traffic on UHF. I recommend that two 
separate frequencies be used when two missions are being processed in close 
proximity. This of course would have to be coordinated in,advanceibr RESCAP 
aircraft arriving on scene. 

Particularly worthy of note was the risk SHED 85 took in continuing to 
the tar-pet area even though one of his engines had Clamed out on landing at 
site 36 enroute. Ala° CANASTA 572 and 57h stayed on scene to guide ZHED 85 
to the survivor. They stretched their bingo time 30 minutes rather than 
leave he survivors position. The Air America helicopters and ground liv,h-
ting were responsible for speedy location of site 36 during darkness. 
Without them it is possible we may not have found it at all. 

Overall this recovery was successful due to the combined efforts and 
cooperation of all elements involved. The TACAN on the destroyer LOCAMOTIVE • 
was invaluable in pin pointing our positions. Due to the increased traffic 
threuvh site 36 T recommend placemeat of some type of homing BEACON there. 
IL would heln more than anything I can think of to reco;71717:--MT:Taaly a 
portable TACAN at site 36 would probably be the best solution. In this 
area the helicopters fly high enough to receive TACAN. With TACAR equipment 
installed their capability would be increased considerably. 
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111116101 kS CVSES 	 WCATION8 SUBVIVOREP 
rims 	 Aircraft  •E.01.43 	bake Airoridi  

3-PARC-562-8 Jun Capt Curtis 	 HH-43B 	1812N - 10549E Capt Ratemacher • USAF F-105 
3-PARCT568-9 Jun Capt Cunningham 	/LH-43B 	1624N - 10415E Capt Keeter 	'USAF F4C 

Capt Getman 
3-PARC-630-23 Jun Capt Curtis 	 HH-43B 	1752N - 10552E Maj Wilson 	USAF F-105 
38-664-3 Jul Capt Allen 	 Hl-43B 	1821N - 10301E Capt Johnson 	USAF F-105 
6-38-446-20 Jul Capt Layman 	 HH- 43 F 	1055N - 10654E Lt Barriere 	USAF F-100 
38-744-24 Jul Capt Curtis 	 HH-43B 	1638N - 10634E Maj McClelland USAF F-105 
38-754-27 Jul Capt Martin 	 HH-3 	2105N - 10513E Capt Tullo 	USAF F-105 
38-761-28 Jul Lt Turk 	 HH-43B 	1748N - 10547E LTJG Townsend USN A4E 
33-814-11 Aug Capt Graue 	 HU-16B 	1910N - 10609E Capt Wilson 	USAF F-105 
38-822-13 Aug Capt Reichardt 	 HU-16B 	1853N - 10556E LT Hyland 	USN AlH 
38-860-24 Aug Capt Stambaugh 	HH-3 	1948N - 10450E Maj Tagreco 	USAF F-105 
38-882-31 Aug HH-43B 	2105N - 10420E LtCol HendricksUSAF F-105 
38-899-6 Sep Capt Holm 	 HU-16B 	1740N - 10650E Capt Clark 	USAF F-105 
38-901-6 Sep Capt Berthold 	 HH-43B 	1642N - 10345E Capt Barnhill 	USAF F-105 

38-902-6 Sep Capt Nicholas 	 HU-1613 	1938N - 10555E LT Burton 	USN AlH 
7-38-532-6 Sep Capt Lockhart 	 HH-43F 	1605N - 10812E Capt Hamann 	USAF B-57 

Capt Seebo U Lane 	USAF 
6-38-718-9 Sep Capt Murden 	 HH-43F 	5 NM E. Beim Boa E-4 Williams 	USA 
38-918-10 Sep Capt Pruvine 	 HH-43F 	1523N - 10754E Capt Pope 	USA 01F 

Lt Machabo Sgt Jackson 	USA 
IND 

38-919-10 Sep Capt Vatis 	 HU-16B 	1726N - 10716E Capt Graybill 	USAF AlE col 
33-931-10 Sep Capt Purvine 	 HH-43B 	1614N - 10850E Lt Davidson 	USA L-19 

SP-5 Kee 
38-943-17 Sep Capt Cook 	 H11-43F 	1105N - 10650E Lt. CaoVan 	VNAF H-34 
38-954-21 Sep Capt Martin 	 HH-3 	1736N - 10543E Capt Greenwood USAF F-105 
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