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AIR RESCUE MEN HONORED

PHILIPPINES--Ten officers and eight enlisted members of
the 31st Air Rescue Squadron on Clark AB were decorated by
Col. Donald E. Smith, commander of the Pacific Air Rescue
Center, during a ceremony held recently at Thirteenth Air
Force headquarters.

Receiving the Air Medal were Captains Harold K. Pike,
Richard F. Reichardt (with the eighthOak Leaf Cluster), and
Kenneth W. Dotson, all pilots; John M. Gilbreath and Alexander
F. Stewart (with first Oak Leaf Cluster), both navigators;
1st Lieutenants David W. Raines (pilot) and Jack 0. Slocombe
(navigator).

Other Air Medal recipients were Technical Sergeants
William V. Vargas (with first Oak Leaf Cluster) and Austin
Little, both para-rescuemen; Staff Sergeants Kearney V. Lundy
and David E. West and A2C Robert L. Key, all flight mechanics;
and Staff Sgt. Norwood Steele, radio operator.

Involving different periods of performance from June
1964 to May 1965, the Air Force award individually cited the
31st honorees for '"meritorious achievement while participating
in aerial flight as HU-16 crew members in Southeast Asia."

First Oak Leaf Clusters were presented to Capt. David

K. Richardson, SSgt. Ronald O. Dunagan and SSgt. Edward F.
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2--Air Rescue Men Honored

Padilla, for the rescue of a downed pilot last February.
Captains Marvin L. Palmer and David J. Wage were pre-
sented Air Rescue Service Certificates of Achievement for
their participation in a flight air evacuation involving a
critically-injured Filipino. Captain Palmer additionally
earned the Kaman Scroll of Honor for having lead a rescue

crew in the sea hoist pick-up of a downed Navy pilot. (PACAF NS)
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