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5-PARC-70-8 Feb Capt Hartley HH-43F 1607N - 10812E Ma) Hung VNAF AiR 
3-PARC-128-11 Feb Capt Richardson HU-16B 1728N - 10646E LT Majors USN A4C 
3-PARC-187-2 Mar Maj La Dou HU-16B 1743N - 10634E Lt Cullen USA F-100 

Maj Ingraham HH-43F 1706N - 10640E Capt Baird USAF F - 105 

Capt Freedman 1111-43B 1615N 	10525E Maj Panas USAF F-105 

Lt Phelan HH - 431. 1 l'2UN 	lUbbbh \Ai/ 	v an rnu A ill 

Capt Kelly HH-43B 1604N - 10340E Capt Spagnola USAF F-105 

3-PARC-252-22 Mar Maj Waechter HU-16B 1758N - 10638E LCol Risner USAF F-105 

3-PARC-266-26 Mar Maj Shook HU-16B 1758N - 10635E CDR Shugart USN A4E 

Lt 	Phelan HH-43 F 1620N - 10823E LT Wangman USN F8U 

3-PARC-277-29 Mar* Maj Shook HU-16B 2010N - 10737E CDR Donnelly USN F8U 

3-PARC-283-3I Mar Capt Strayer 11H-43B 1717N - 10545E Capt Bigoness USAF F-I00 

3-PARC-319-9 Apr Capt Reichardt HU-16B 1854N - 10541E LCDR McNeil USN A4C 

3-PARC-393-27 Apr Capt Rodenberg 1111-43B 1727N - 10445E LTJG Wilkes USN 

3-PARC-428-7 May Capt Reichardt HU-16B 1935N - 10605E Maj Lambert USAF F-105 

3-PARC-433-8 May Capt Reichardt HU-16B 1753N - 10705E LT Wilson USN RF8A 

3-PARC-448-12 May Capt Ballinger HH-43B 1655N - 10443E Capt Schneider USAF F-105 

3-PARC-469-17 May Capt Hepp HH-43B 1905N - 10442E Capt Taliaferro USAF F-105 

3-PARC-493-23 May Capt Richardson HU-16B 1840N - 10600E Ma) Hernan USAF F-105 

4-PARC-269-28 May Capt Boyles IIII-43 F 1048N - 10640E USA UH-1B 

3-PARC-529-1 Jun Capt Brunner HU-16B 1847N - 10609E LT Field USN F8 

5-PARC-313-2 Jun Capt Hartley H11-43F 1611N - 10808E Capt Lockhart USAF HH-43F 

SSgt Kilpatrick 
A2 C Smith 

, 

* 	Recovered on 31 March 
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Chapter VII 

COMBAT LOSSES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

(LT) Air Rescue Service suffered the loss of seven airerewmen, missing, 

in action, and three helicopters in combat situations in Southeast Asia during 

Calendar Year 1965. Accounts of these losses , 	 from mission 

reports, debriefings, and interviews, follow here and are identified hv 

mission numbers. The times of all occurrences ._re shown in local time. 

(U) Mission: Det 5 - PARC - :3 	2 Jun 65 

(S) At i904 hours on 2 June, tower operators at Da Nang Airport, 

Vietnam, alerted Detachment 3 helicopter crews, via the crash telephone, 

to the crash of zi Marine Corps 0 - 1.E aircraft (a Cessna, formerly designated 

L- 19A) ten miles north of the airport at 16-1IN 10,ti-OSE where it was burn-

ing on the mountainside. Three minutes later IIH-43F helicopters 63-9713 

(Rescue 95) and 63-971.-1 (Rescue 96) piloted by C,iptains Floyd R. Lockhart 

and Jim E. Hartley, respectively, were airborne and enroute to the crash 

site, with Captain Hartley flying top cover. Arri . ,lng on the scene at 1_915 

hours, Captain Lockhart hovered the "Ildskie" while SSgt Dewey A. Kilpatrick. 

mechanic and hoist operator, lowered A2C Rando ph M. Smith, pararescueman, 

I. Data obtained from mission reports in Missio Folder 50 in ARSCP 

files and from interview with Capt. Hartley. 
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in the sling, after which he attempted to suppress the 0-1E fire with 

rotor wash. At this point in time, Lockhart and others, on the ground, 

heard a sharp and loud explosive noise, repeatec several times, similar 

to that ot a .45 caliber pistol shot. Immediately, a gradual deterioration 

of fore and aft cyclic control, cyclic roughness, and ineffectual pitch control 

was experienced by the pilot. Captain Lockhart was unable to prevent the 

helicopter from pitching forward and descending to the forested hillside, 

where the left rotorhead struck a tree before the helicopter contacted the ground 

in the hostile area at 1925 hours. 

(S) A2C William J. Flower , pararescueman aboard Rescue 96,ob-

served the crash ot the other helicopter and informed Captain Hartley, who 

executed a hover over the crashed helicopter and ordered his mechanic, SSgt 

Homer L. Ramsey, to lower the pararescueman in the hoist sling to investi-

gate the condition of Captain Lockhart and his crew of two others. Fowler de-

termined that SSgt KL 	1c auu A. 6iith were in shock and Captain Hartley 

made the decision, because his helicopter was at the maximum gross weight 

limit, to move those two from the crash to the Da Nang hospital and return for 

Captain Lockhart, who was believed to have only minor injuries. He arrived 

back at the crash site at 1935 hours and delivered Lockhart into the hands of 

the hospital personnel at 1950 hours, thereby terminating the flight portion 

of this mission. 
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(S) Subsequently, troops of the Republic of \ ietnam made the area 

.iecure for salvage operations. An examination of the downed "Huskie" re-

vealed that rotors, tailbooms, the right main and nose gears, and the right 

side of the fuselage had suffered major damage. Those parts which were 

salvagable were recovered and the remainder of tie craft was destroyed 

by explosives. 

(5) All crew members of both helicopters are identified below: 

63-9713 (Rescue 95) 

Pilot: 	 Capt. Floyd R. Lockhart, A03058376 

Minor injuries 

Mechanic: 	 SSgt Dewey A. Kilpatrick, AF14289763 

Minor injuries (was in cabin) 

Pararescueman: 	A2C Ra- ndolpa M. Smith, AF1866374 

Minor injuries 

63-9714 (Rescue 96) 

Pilot: 

Copilot: 

Mechanic: 

Pararescueman: 

Capt. Jim E Hartley, A02206098 

Capt. James V. Berryhill, 57344A 

SSgt Homer L. Ramsey, AF17311555 

A2C William J. Flower, AF16758877 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE 

first night mission picking up a Vietnamese A-1 pilot shot down in an attack 
on the Viet Cong Zone D headquarters in Phuoc Thanh Province iorthwest 
of Saigon. For the first night aircrew rescue conducted by an Air Rescue 
Service unit in Southeast Asia, the pilot received the Vietnamese kir Force 
Distinguished Flying Cross with a gold star. ' 3  

With the limited number of helicopters available for aircrew recovery 
missions, rescue personnel at both detachment and headquarters level felt 
that combat should be avoided. Kaman provided gun mounts for the M-60 
machine gun, but there was not enough room in the HH-43B/F t or a gun-
ner. The parajumper was usually too involved with getting ilk survivor 
aboard to man a gun. Additionally, the Air Rescue Service did not want 
their rescue choppers to become gunships. Therefore, the machine guns 
were rarely mounted. If a situation demanded suppressive fire f - om their 
rescue choppers crew members usually fired an AR-15 or M-I6 iifle from 
the door or out the window. In an effort to conserve the available hoppers, 
rescue crews refused to take off on recovery missions until a sur , ivor had 
been located. Rescue headquarters supported these decisions." 

Further developing the argument that Air Rescue Service cou d not af-
ford needlessly to risk helicopters in search missions, Brig. Gen. kdriel N. 
Williams, commander of the Air Rescue Service, in a letter to thi chief of 
staff of the Air Force, Gen, Curtis E. LeMay, cited ARS Pro g ramming 
Plan 563 which estimated that the HH-4313/F force would sufft r a forty 
percent attrition rate in the first year of combat operations. Will ams also 
noted that whereas the plan called for a minimum of nine HH-4 ;Bs to be 
modified as F models, in fact Air Force headquarters directed only six 
modifications.' 5  Attrition rates matched the estimates as three -1H-43Eis 
and two HH-43Fs were either damaged or destroyed during the \ iet Cong 
attack at Bien Hoa. In May 1965 an F model sustained battle dai iage and 
on June 3, enemy gunners brought down one of the beefed-up Hu: kies on a 
recovery mission.' 6  

Helicopters, because of their slow speed and the mechanical c( mplexity 
of the gearing in the exposed rotor system, have always been vulr erable to 
antiaircraft and small arms fire. Initially ill-prepared to meet the Jemands 
of aircrew rescue in Southeast Asia, rescue personnel had to develi ip tactics 
and doctrine. It was during this time that the Search and Rescue -L sk Force 
e‘ olved. 

In late 1964, due to the limitations of the HH-43 helicopter, A r Rescue 
Service units were not providing dependable aircrew recovery. In Jietnarn, 
Army and Marine choppers often picked up their own downed lyers. In 
Laos, Air America pilots, thoroughly familiar with the nuances ( f terrain 
and weather, still performed most of the aircrew recoveries. For nstance, 
between June 1964 and June 1965, Air America helicopters p cked up 
twenty-one downed aircrew members. Air Rescue Service chopper rescued 
only five flyers downed in Laos.' ' Nevertheless, it was in this pe - iod that 

62 
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7 June 1965 REPLY TO 
AT - N DF: Bet 5 .-.PRC 

Detachment 5 
Pacific Air Rescue Center (MATS) 
UNITED STATES AIR 1-.DRCE 

N APO San Francisco 96337 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative 

TO: HQ ARS (ARSQP) 

1. Mission Number: 5-313 - 2 June 1)65 

2. EAR Alerted by: Danang AB Tower 

3. EAR Aircraft Used: HH-43F 

11. Crew; 

a. Rescue Crew Commander: Cact rim E. Hartley 

b. Co-oilot: Capt James V. Berrtill 

c. Crew Chief: SSgt Homer L. Raisey 

d. Pararescue: A2C William J. F_ower 

5. Hescap: HE - 1 B 

o. Narrative: At 1904 hours on 2 Ja le 1965, the primary 
crash phone rang and tower advised us that a L-19 had crashed 
and was burning on a mountain side ta L miles north of Danang 
(1611N 10808E). At 1907 hours helico )ters63 -9713 and 63-9714 
were airborne proceeding to the crash site. I was the rescue 
crew commander on 63-9714 flying cove: • for 63-9713. We arrived 
at the crash site at 1915 hours and 7: .3 made an approach and 
lowered his pararescue man down by ho: .st to determine if there 
were any survivors. At approximately 1920 hours my pararescue 
man stated 713 just crashed. I start, !fd descending and made an 
approach over the downed helicopter._ SSgt Ramsey (crew chief) 
lowered A2C Flower (pararescue) down he hoist to render assistance. 
The two crewmeMbers that were in a st Lte of shock were hoisted 
up first. Knowing that the remaining personnel had only minor 
injuries and being at maximum gross w !ight, I elected to return 
the injured crewmembers to Danang. I returned to the crash site 
at 1935 hours and picked up the other 	members. We returned 
to Eanang arriving at 1950 hours. 

_ 
_ 

j 	I- E. ARTTIY  
7SAF 

Rescue Crew Commander 

=rif:,  Copy to: HQ .711,HC(:2ARO) 
Pet 3 ?ARC 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FOFCE 
WASHINGTON 

SPECIAL ORDER 	 20 April 1966 
GB-104 

The Aviators' Valor Award for 1965 is awarded to CAPTAIN ANTHONY A MUEHLING 
JR, 773065528, who distinguished himself as pilo of an amphibious aircraft 
on the South China Sea, on 18 June 1965, in the . escue of five personnel 
from a mid-air collision between two 3-52 aircraft. The collective acts of 
CAPT MUEHLING were responsible for saving the lies of the survivors of the 
mid-air collision as well as his fellow crew mem)ers. Arriving in the impact 
area shortly after dawn, CAPTAIN MUEHLING spottei one man lying motionless 
in a life raft in extremely rough seas generated by a passing typhoon. He 
accomplished an open sea landing near the raft. This man was recovered and 
found deceased due to wounds suffered during eje:tion. CAPTAIN M:2EHLING 
then water-taxied the amphibian and recovered tw) other survivors. Enroute 
to a fourth survivor, progressively rougher seas swamped the HU-16, causing 
an electrical fire on the flight deck. All elect7ical power was turned off 
and the fire extinguished. However, the single s.de band radio and two inver-
ters were rendered inoperative. The fourth sUrviror was then recovered and 
given medical attention. By this time, prolonged taxiing, extremely rough 
seas, and extreme heat in the aircraft caused phrsical exhaustion and sea 
sickness among the crew members and survivors al.ke . CAPTAIN MUEHLING, 
although fatigued, maneuvered the HU-16 to permil the opening of windows 
and hatches to ventilate the aircraft and dissipite the extreme heat. An 
assisting aircraft, however, spotted a fifth surrivor and CAPTAIN MUEHLING 
taxied to and recovered this man. He then attemp:ed to return to base. 
Several water takeoffs were attempted, but an en;ine power loss, high seas 
and wind prevented liftoff. An aircraft was conticted and surface vessels 
requested for assistance. The closest vessel, ho4ever, was over two hours 
distant and no alternative remained except to maLntain directional control 
by use of engine power in the face of ever mounting seas. All hatches were 
closed to prevent water entry and as sea conditi)ns worsened, all personnel 
aboard suffered from sea sickness, dehydration, and exhaustion. While CAPTAIN 
MUEHLING was physically laboring to maintain dirlccional control, a large 
swell struck the propelle of number two engine, bending one blade and for-
cing it into a full reverse position. Takeoff wa; impossible and CAPTAIN 
MUEHLING strenuously fought to control the amphi)ian with the one remaining 
engine until help arrived. A merchant vessel arrlved at mid-day and all 
survivors and crew members, less the pilot, co-pilot and one pararescueman 
were transferred. Later, a U. S. Navy vessel arrived and these personnel 
were transferred to this vessel. The attempt to loist the HU-16 commenced. 
The remaining crewmen entered a raft while CAPTAIN MUEHLING stayed aboard 
the HU-16 for hoisting to begin. While holding tae raft close to the HU-16 
by means of a life line, a large swell tossed th2 amphibian up and then 
suddenly dropped it, snapping the hoisting cables. Seeing the drop tank 
about to crush the crew members in the raft, CAPEAIN MUEHLING physically 
pulled the raft clear of the drop tank, narrowly averting injury to these 
crew members. The Captain of the Navy vessel ord2red all crewmen removed 
from the amphibian and the HU-16 rigged for towiag. However, due to 
extremely rough seas and damage incurred during the attempted hoisting, 
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SO GB-104, DAF, 20 April 1966, continued: 

tie HU-16 sank during the night. CAPTAIN MUEHLING had spent over fourteen 
hours on the open sea under extremely adverse concitions of rough seas, 
paysical exhaustion, dehydration, and aircraft ma:function. His individual 
acts of heroism, and disregard for his own personl safety, coupled with 
sneer determination, made possible the saving of :our lives, the recovery 
of a deceased pilot, and insurdd the safety of hi: crew. By his extraordi-
nary courageous actions and humanitarian regard fcr his fellowmen, CAPTAIN 
MUEHLING has reflected great credit upon himself rkci the United States Air 
Force. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE: 

R J PUGH, Colonel, USAF 	 DISTRIBUYION 
Director of Administrative Services 	 GO 
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Recer ed from default tabg-02 thinnek_net 12117 00.52.21) tw, snithuntek.n (8.0 1/8.0 I 2INT I (1) with 

SMTI id RAAI71;0 for -'rlapcinte.a compusen:e.com-•. Thu. 18 Mar 1990 I 31): S0 -0 7 00 (MST) 

Message-1D • 004 .301be71,12$07d07030$0c1442cla default • 

From 	Vargas' • twiirgas pastrorg - 

le "Robert 1.aPointe'' 	Flap011ite a C01111)11SCIA C.00111 

Subject Re 	a, 

Date 11m. 18 Mar I 00 , ) 1 7 40 os _0700 

MIML-Version i 

f. (intent- Type te 

chiirset 	!s0-887)9-1' 

Content-Transter-LnLoding 7h t 

\ Pr- rink 

A-MSMail-Priorir Normal 

N-Mailei Microsoft (Thtlook 11 \press 4 72.2100 4 

-MilneOLI) Produced 13\ Microsoft Miine01.E V4 72 2100 4 

Hob 

1 he nod-air happened on 18 lunc. 190 about 250 nules from Subic Ha \ on Hi 

\\ \ 	 called Ton\ Muchlin2. (the AC on the mission) and he is 

going to send me copies of the statements all of the rescue crew member had 

to submit I hunk 01.1 \NW find it N en interesting When N au go to 

Minsw ell se it ou can find ;MN thing on it It was kept en, hush hush h\ 

S A( 	All \ on saw in the news ,\ as that the had an accident the first 
sur i\ or I got into the HI :-10 \\ as  the Nax igatorBombardier (IA Col who 

found out he made ()•-o j oist before he took off) ot one of the aircraft and 

the in t \ Or CAS out of his mouth \\ ;is SAC goes to war tor the first time and 

tic Thick up' 	send NM; thC iuH \N ken I net it from Tons 

H ill 
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18/1350/CCP Called Clark AM and made contact with MO Clark, Dot 2, FARC (13th AF JRCC) RE. B-52 Mid-air, The HJ-16 that made an open 
sea landing was piloted by Capt Muehling. PJ did not jump. 
Confirmed pick up of 4 survivors and 1 d)ceased. All were taken 
from H7-16 by Norwegian Motor Ship, Argo, The US Naval ship, Point Defiance, a sub-tender (mcdified LT), tr_:ok the survivors 
and deceasee aboard from the Argo. The P)int Defiance is attempting 
to hoist the HU-16 on bcerd. If unable, 'rill Cow to port. HU-16 
reportedly bent a prop blade but did not lose an engine. Prop 
blade reportedly bent by water contact. Search status: Still have 
7 persorTel mission. Plan to launch folThwing at 22002: 8- C-130, 3- HU-16, 2-K0-135, 2-B-57, 2-0-47, 3-P3,, 1-H0-514, and 3-HC-97. 
The C-130 vill protz'Ol, split the period - 4 & L. The HC-54 from the 79th an the : .1C-97.9 ma ,  set off late, The 79th cculd only 
furnish one PC-5 14 due to other mis,:;ions. It position of HU-16 
and Point Defiance wns 1655N 1175a. This puts him approx 200 
miles 73 of Cu'Jic. 
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TBSPA2792C^V C313 
PP RUC°SH 
DE RUMABA 12P 19/r5rrz 
P lsr2rE7 
FM PET 2 PACARESCUEC 7  CLARK AB °I 
TO RUTA YrvHn USA' 
PUCP,A A 	mATS 
RIJHLKM/PAC IF IC A IR fl 7 .+117 C7nTET; H ICKAM A B HPA I 
RUHLWNfl PACAF 
Ru CSC /Ho SAC 
VJUSH/HO ARS 	LAn0 AF -L FLA 

77:N/134F CLARK AD P I 
7EN/4 r5TH CSC CLARK AB PI 
7i7n/ 3 1177 ARS CLARK hp °I 
RUMP, CA/3 AD IV GUAM 

. DT 
SF CR 7 T 130AR 5'N r4 19 JUNE 65. 1:fl usAr 
( A7 .. y oncF  ) 	H MATT, CM AOCO ), Hr) ARS (Ans - c), R,  PA,-7C ( COMNAMD 

), 	PA CAF (PFOCO - H ), HO SAC (commAnD POST) 
TUT Fonouinc SECRET SECRET MSG IS RETRANSMITTED FOP y(-)11p. INFOFNATION 
Amp B =1 'NAT IOU. 'UOTF: 
Fop 3AS cor 
SEOPET 
SAP S ITREP NR 2 (U) 
1. YOLLOWINC SURVIVORS OF CRFU F 7FRo 9 ABOARD An') fliNJURFD: 
CO- PoLIT 1ST LT KENNETH D. HARTEN A03136457 

PA 7-  2 R'IMABA 12F Sr. CR F 191L 
ELMCTROTIIC WARFARE OFFICER 1ST LT J. L. FRBI"F 7 6F' 4A 
NAVIGATOR 1ST LT J. A. COLLIER III A071 31 965 
2. FOLLOWING SURVIVE) OF CREW F ZERO 4: 
RADAR NAVIGATOR LT COL C. 	ANDFRmAN fl0437 17>c sIBL7  R19, 
FRACTURES PROGNOSIS GOOD. 
3. 1ST LT HARTFN AI D 1sT LT FRaFs BELIEVE THEY s GI Trip ONE EACH 
OTHER PARACHUTES 
4. 1ST LT COLLIER STATES THE RADAR !Iry 'CAM' CAP  LOUFFY SHOULD 
HAVE COTTEN OUT UNLESS THERE 1 TA S A c 7  I MALFHNCT 0!). 
5. LTCOL A NDERMA N I5TCATB S TOUTING " 1"'_(ITH7r  'APACW1TrF 

AR Y: PROBAtftY 7.110sE OF OTHER SUR“ IVORS. 
6. COURSE OF AIRCPAFT TAIL NO 047 DTLIFVED r—c5 -   
DEG, IN A TURN Tv IS 12 ES T IMATF OF CF - TI 7  ZERO 
7 COURSE OF OTHER / 4 Cr' AFT TA IL NO 175 BELIEVED 0 37 '55 DEC, 
THIS IS ESTIMATE OF 02 7" ZERO 4. 
E. cAlfc,F OF r\ccinE ,-  "ID A IP COLLISICM 'IFTWETP A RCR AFT no r47 
AND NO 179. 
9. CAT ROBERTSON A ImcRAFT COMMANDER OF CREW 7FR ) 4 DEAD 9Hrr 
PICKED UP FROM ‘IATr7' SZHU-1 6. 
I C. sup v IA L CHANCES OF OTHER CREW MT- "_,r EF UnKrOyl BY survIvcips. 

PAGE 3 RUMABA 1 cTSFCPFT 
11. LT SLOCOMBE NAV IGATOP OF H1J - 16 ST t F TT A.L SURV IVOR S 7:!ERF 
PICKED UP WITHIN AN AREA OF 4 To 5 SUART MILES.  
12 EFFORTS TO TAKE ABOARD HU - 1 6 A3ORTFD WHEN L1E - Inc l'AD STRFPFP 
DUE TO EFFECT OF SUDDEN SWELL WHEN PLANE SU SPEND'7D FR Or, HOOK 
ONLY ALTERNATIVE nm,J APPEARS TO BE TOWING, ATTFM 'T INC TO TAKE 
PLANE IN TWVEM DESIRE GRA 'PLE RDVU WITH NE AND A :C 7. 7T 7N7. 
GP-4. 
BT 
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F:fl N NA SESKA P67Z B5A 5 	 PRIORI-FY  
PP PUCCSH 
E. RUMAFA 3C?F 19/1E35Z 

P 1917CEZ 
FM 31ARESCUESC, CLARK AB PHIL 
TCR UC:SP/ HQ APS CRLAn0 A FB FLA 

OIT, A.Arr- CZ,  !‘".AT S 
'uEAHQ/c USA F 
ibLK7/} 	PA CA RE SC UE CE N ill CKAM AFB HAWAII 

PUI-IKX/1-1C PACAF HICKA! 4 4FEi RAWA II 
ZEM/E) ET 2 PA CARESCUECE.N CLARK A 9 PHIL 
ZE N/ C5FTRW G CL A RK AB PH ILebs'sifieation (can 1Ie (c n ed to 
ZE N/ 13 A F CL A R Y. A B P HIL 	effective on _/ 	 unde 
Rtly:RDA/3ADV A NDER SCN AD GUAM 	a g 
RU'ra. KM/ 76AR ESCUEQ PICKAX AE 1-7t ,W A I I 
RUMRD A/ 79ARE SCUF SC. A NE'ER SEN A E! GUAM 
IT 

3 	6- 

(lee e- • 	r  
ID  

/, 	f fr 

tluthor 
	— 	AF 12j3. 

1 3 My 2970  

17.• 	4  i i'dt,-.410 :a  • 
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C 1-; 1 T /31 i O 5 Cr 5.3 19 JUN 6.5, FOR HO A RE.  FSCP) : HO 
(qCP) :P.C.: USAF ((T —X CPCF) HO PA RC (CCIIMAND PCYT 
(F- PeO0- 1-1) t 4051T C'..7 	(VCC): 13AF (Vall'IAND POST): 

S—F 1, PRC<;E:72S REPC'?T NUfl DER TWO 
1-3 	— 

3. 19 JUNE 196f: 1 Sea 
17V7, N 11700E, 1715 	1193CL, A5 NV; EC PE PO7 	F. :CT 	; EFFEC 

LIIT 	rA 	c,LIG"r; 
SCATTET;I:5 VARI4ELE EFN, V ISIBILITY 15 . CCOASIOt;AL 

5: 	 CCPZiT 1:5 	OT9 
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RiNNAS5SHA267ZVE545 
PP RUCCSP. 
CE RUMABA 3OTF 19/1S35Z 
P 19170EZ 

31ARESCUESQ CLARK AL PHIL 
_IC RUC:SP/HQ ARS ORLANDO AFL FLA 

' i tICEAA/Hr.: MATS 
RUEA HQ/X Q U:3AF 
?Ult. }M/PQ PA CARE SCUECEN HICXAM A FB HAWA I I 
PUHL.KX/He PACAF HICKANAFB HAWAII 
ZEK/DET 2 PACARESCUF_CEN CLARK A B PHIL 
ZEN/ 	FTRW G CIA RK A B PP /1.-ctzsiiication (camtleduckanz 
ZEN/ 13 AT CLARK AB PHIL 	eff ec tive on _ 
PLYieDA/3ADV ANDER SCN AL GUAM 	hy 
RUHLKM/76ARESCUESQ HIC(AM AFL P.AWA II 
RIV.HDA/79ARESCUE5C ANDERSEN A B GUAM 
IT 
SECRET /51 cRO 5O5. 19 JUN 65. FOR HC A ( A RSCP-) HITS' 
(MTCP) :HQ USAF ((F -XCPCF): HO PA RC ( COMMAND PSYT ): tiQ ?CA F 
(PFOCO-H); 405FTCG (VCC): 13AF (VCtSMAND POST); 
1. RCS: 1-ARS-F1 PROCF_SS REPCRT NtlfUER TWO 

T. 31-33S-55 
?.;. 19 JUNE 1965 160(2 

1715N 11700E, 1715N 11530E, 45M; SO PERCENT EFFECTIVE; EFFECT-
IVENESS LIMITED BY R °UGH SEA S. 
5. 1500 SCATTERED VARIASLE BRNEN, V ISIBILITY 15, OCCASIONAL 
FAINSHOVERS; W INDS #, CC CEGREESAT 15 KNOTS9 

PA GE 	R UM A LA 302F SECRET 
6, NUMEROUS DEBRIS SIGTTED IN SEARCH AREA, INCLUDING LIFE RAFTS, TIP 
TANKS, HELMET BAG CILUACK ( /654N 1107E), DYE MARKER, 
7, SEARCH W ILL CONTINUE I SANE AREAS AS INDICATED IN PARAGRAPH 7, 
FR'CGRESS RE.PT NUMBER CNE. 1 INLUN CF 20 USAF AIRCRAFT (HC-97, C-
130, C-h7, KC-54, E-57) WILLPARTICIPATE PLUS UN ANDUNCG AIRCRAFT 
AS AVA/LAa.F, 

USN P3E, 23 PLUS 00, 1 SORTIE; USAF C-47, 16 P'-US 40, 3 SORTIES; 
USAF -57, CPL US10, 4 SORT IES; USCG HU-16, 27 PL 350, 3 SORTIES; 
!_:-SAF PC-97, 11PLUS10 L SORT IES; USN P11, 9PLUS35, 1 SORTIES: USAF 
C- 54, 1,7PLUG1 0, 1 SOGT IES; USAF C-130, 99PLUS 00 10 SORTIE. 
9, ASSIST ING SL.TRFACE VESSELS, USN PT. DEFIANCE; L.S.N GRAPPLE; USCG 
KUKUI, 
1C. USN SALVAGE VESSEL IN AREA PICKING UP DEBRIS AND TRANSFERRING TO 
USCG CUTTER KUKUI. HELMET BAG WITH NAME LOWRY, AC3C26916, RECOVERED 
M,ID PASS TO CAST SITE. KUKUI CONDUCTING CREEPING LINE SEARCH AND 
RECOVERING WRECHA GE. BEEPER TONES REPORTED AND INVESTIC'ATED; NEG-
ATIVE RESULTS. FCLLCW INC CLASSIFIED SECRET; RUSSIAN VESSEL t  POSIT-
IVELY INDENT IFIED (FLAG WITH TAMMER AND SICKLE>, SPOTTED A:.) F01.1.0ds 
C344Z, )77.'ON itE55E, HALTING 210; C949Z, 1700N 11815E, HEADING CO5. 
CREW FT;G#A1 AF RESCUE 1727 AND FCUP SunViV0RF 	 I. _ 

PA CE 	R UM A BA 3C2 S 	7 	T 
113CZ. CONDIT I ON OF CE W 	CC;','1;IT 	C.i" V CUR URk,' 
'NJ:JR/ES. ONE TARNESS, DINGY AND PARACTUTE (OPEN) FCUNC BY CREW OF 
172E7; HArtNE5S  STRAPS WERE  NOT EL.WKL--E-1.;-./:=P74. 
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P 1E06155 
P,1 31 APS CLARK AB PI 
To RUC0S1-VHQ ARS ORLANDO APB FLA 
INFO RUCDAA/HO MATS 
RUE:AK/HA USAF 
NUI-LI(X/1-1O PA CARE SCUE CE N EICKAM A FB HAW 
ZEN/DET 2 PACARESCUECEN CLARK AS PI 
ZEN/405 FTRWG CLARK AB PI 
ZEN/HO 13AF CLARK AB PI 
RUMRDA/3AD ANDERSEN AB GUAM 
PUI-LKM/76ARESCUESO HICKAN APB HAW 
RUMPDA/79ARESCUESO ANDERSEN AR GUAM 
17 
CONFIDENTIAL 31ARSO 5 02 49 18 JUN 65. FOR HQ ARS (ARSCP): 
HO MATS (MTCP): HO USAF (AF-XOPCF): HO PARC (COMMAND POST): 

	

HO PACAF (PFCCO-'-`): 	 (ck;CO): 13AF (COMMAND POST). 
r' 	i_ATDC G.  1 	r 	T rs 	TD ni.yr , 	- 

9.. 31-336-18 JUN 65. 
3. MISSION CONTROL PASSED TO 31ST BY 13TH JSARC, 
4. TWO 0-52 AIRCRAFT CRASHED FCLLOWING MID-AIR CCLLISION. CALL 
.c:ION ZELDA 12 AND ZELDA 14 ASSIGNED 3RD AIR DIVISION. 
5, 1735N 11710E 
6. WALLACE AIR STATION NOTIFIED 13 JSARO FROM INFORMATION FROM 

PAGE 2 RUMABA 269EC0NFI0ENTIAL 
PETTY 10 AT 17/21105 
7. TWELVE PERSONNEL. 
8. 1500 SCATTERED VISABILITY MORE THAN 15. 

1111-16 5 1-52 87 A IREORNE AT 22075.- 

3  0  c) 	),L)

cLyet 

10. EC-97 3 0115 ASSIGNED ON SCENE COMAND WITH TWO COAST GUARD 
H.U- iriE FOP SEAT?C14, MP,X EFFORT SEARCH TO CONTINUE W IT H 	P- 7 7 
UNTIL LAST LIGHT.  ONE MERCHANT SHIP ARGO IN AREA AND ONE US 
I:4AVY FT DEFINANCE ESTIMATING AREA AT 18/07005. NIGHT SEARCH TO 
INCLUDE FLARE DROPS TO CONTINUE DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS, RYBOS, 
MISSION CYMANDER. 
11. HU-16 15287 MADE OPEN SEA LANDING AT 17/23585. 5 SOULS 
PICKED HP AS FOLLOWS: FRY CREW ECHO 09 1LT KENNETH B HARTON, 
1LT JAMES A COLLIGE III, AND 1LT JAMES L ERVES, FROM CREW ECHO 
0/!- LT COL CHARLED P ANDERMANN, FRCD1 CREW ECHO 04 ONE DESEASED 
CA 	JOE ROBERTSON.  SEARCH ',/,j ILL CONTINUE FOR MISSING SEVEN CREW, 
MEMBERS. H-16 152 87 LOST NUMBER TWO ENGINE. ATTEMPTING SUR-
VIVOR EVACUATION FROM HO-16. NAVY WILL TOW HU-I6 TO CUBI PT NAS. 
r'r 



P 180615E 
F-11 31 ARS CLARK AB PI 
TO RUCOSH/HQ APS ORLANDO AFB FLA 
INFO RUCDAA/HO MATS 
PpEAHOJHA USAF 
RUHLKM/HQ PACARESCUECEN HICKAM AFB HAW 

t,l/DET 2 PACARESCUECEN CLARK AB PI 
=\1/405 FTRWG CLARK AB PI 
ZEN/HQ I3AF CLARK AB PI 
PUMRDA/3AD ANDERSEN AB GUAM 
P.UHLKM/76ARESCUESQ HIGKAM AVE HAW 
RUMRDA/79ARESCUESQ ANDERSEN AB GUAM 

CONFIDENTIAL 3IARSO 502_49 18 JUN 65. FOR HQ ARS (ARSCP): 
HQ MATS (MTCP): HQ USAF (AF-XOPCF): HQ PARC (COrMAND FCLT): 
HQ PACAF (PFOCO-F): 405FTIVolG (WCC): 13AF (CommAND p3f37 .). 
1. RCS: 1-ARS-F1, OPENING REPORT 
2. 31-336-18 JUN 65. 
3. MISSION CONTROL PASSED TO 31ST BY 13TH JSARC. 
4. TWO 8-52 AIRCRAFT CRASHED FOLLOWING MID-AIR ca,LisTol. CALL 
SIGN ZELDA 12 AND ZELDA 14 ASSIGNED 3RD AIR DIVISION. 
5. 1735N 11710E 
6. WALLACE AIR STATION NOTIFIED 13 JSARC FROM INFORMATION FROM 

PAGE 2 RUMAI3A 269EC0NFIDENTIAL 
EETTY 10 AT 17/211CZ — 
7. TWELVE PERSONNEL. 
8. 1500 SCATTERED VISABILITY MORE THAN 15. 
SI H1J-16 51-5287 AIRBORNE AT 22077.- 
10. HC-97 30115 ASSIGNED ON SCENE COMAND WITH TWO COAST GUARD 
HU-16E FOR SEARCH. MAX EFFORT SEARCH TO CONTINUE WITH 6 13-57 
UJ1 IL 	 UNt. l'Ir...Nt,11A 	t-tir 111.{UU IN 121KtA ANL) lif■J. 
NAVY FT DEFINANCE ESTIMATING AREA AT 18/07007. NIGHT SEARCH To 
INCLUDE FLARE DROPS TO CONTINUE DURING HOURS OF' DARKNESS. RYBOS, 
MISSION COMMANDER. 
11. HU-16 15287 MADE OPEN SEA LANDING AT 17/2358Z. 5 SOULS 
PICKED UP AS FCLLCWS: FROM CREW ECHO 09 1LT KENNETH B HARTON, 
1LT JAMES A CCLLIGE III, AND 1LT JAMES L ERVES. FROM CREW ECHO 
04- LT C. GNARLED P ANDERMANN, FRCM CREW ECHO 04 ONE DESEASED 
CAFT JOE ROBERTSON. SEARCH WILL CONTINUE FOR MISSING SEVEN CREW 
MEMBERS. H-16 15287 LOST NUMBER TWO ENGINE. ATTEMPTING SUR-
VIVOR EVACUATION FROM HQ-16. NAVY WILL TOU IT-16 TO CUE, : PT NAS. 
ET 
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he hospital at 1053L. Crew: RCC Copt Larry C Evans, CP Capt arvin L Palmer, 
mT AlC Charles A Sullivan (USAF Hosp), RS AlC James S Thresher and AlC Leonard C 
Walker (405th (2S). 

(3) HU-16 Open Sea Pickup Mission 31-336-18 June 1965. Det 2 PARC 
Joint Search and Rescue Center notified the squadron tat two B-52 aircraft had 
collided in mid-air. An immediate scramble was initiated and shortly after 
arriving on the scene a 31st Air Rescue Squadron HU-16 spotted two survivors 
in their rafts. After effecting an open sea landing, the HU-16 was directed 
by a KC-135 orbiting the area, until four surviving anc one deceased crewmemb ers 
had been picked up. The HU-16 however, suffered a power loss in one engine and 
was unable to take-off. While awaiting surface assist:nce a large wave struck 
propeller of good engine bending the blade. Some survivors and HU-16 crewmembers 
were subsequently transferred to a foreign surface ve:sel, then retransferred 
to a U.S. Navy vessel when it arrived on scene. This 7essel the Defiance 
attempted to save the aircraft, but in towing was lost, Pararescue personnel 
continued to render first aid to the survivors during his entire period. 
Mission 31-336-18 was in progress until the 22nd and eitailed 70 sorties for a 
total of 619 hours. Meanwhile, at Clark the 31st helicopters were active in 
related missions. First a KC-135 assisting in the sea].ch remained on station 
until reaching an emergency fuel state. The aircraft ceclared an emergency and 
headed for Clark. Two HH-43t8 were scrambled to cover the KG-135. Shortly 
after it landed a B-52 with electrical problems and control difficulties declared 
an emergency and again two HH-43ts were utilized. The HU-16 crew: RCC Capt 
Anthony A Muehling Jr, CF Lt DavidW Haines, N Lt Jack 0 Slocombe, AM SSgt Charles 
A Fakkema, RO SSgt Bobby R Tyndall, Pelts TSgt William ' Vargas and AlC Colin 
Lane. 

(4) HU-16 Open Sea Pickup Mission 31-342-21 Jule 1965. While engaged 
in the search mission described above, an HU-16 receiv:d word that an F-102 
pilot had ejected from his disabled aircraft in the Soith China Sea. The HU-16 
proceeded to the area and effected an open sea landing, On takeoff rough seas 
sheared the float and damaged the aircraft. The surviror was returned to Clark. 
Crew: RCC Capt David K Richardson, CP Capt Richard Luid, N Lt John I Glasgow, 
AY SSgt David E West, RO SSgt Ralph Schreiner, RS A2C John C Jeffers. 

(5) HU-16 Open Sea Air Evacuation Mission. Wiile deployed in SEA an 
HU-16 from 31st Air Rescue Squadron was notified that a. navy man aboard a U.S. 
destroyer was suffering fram acute appendicitis. The IU-16 made an open sea 
landing in rough seas in the Gulf of Tonkin and the patient transferred aboard. 
He was flown to a base in SEA where a field hospital was located. GREW: RCC 
Capt Harold K Pike, CP Capt John Gjovig, N Capt John M Gilreath, AM SSgt Kearney 
V Lundy, RO SSgt Paul L Fait, PJ's TSgt Austin Little and SSgt Donald G Smith. 

(6) HH-43B Helicopter Pickup Mission 31-355-2 
flying an airborne alert training mission, an HH-43B r 
0813L from the wingman of a Philippine Al F-86 pilot IA 
disabled aircraft. The helicopter immediately headed 
away. The wingman directed the helicopter into the su 
up at 0827L and returned to Basa AB, at 0830L. Crew: 
CF Capt Larry C Evans, MT SSgt Donald J Glassford. 

9 June 1965. While 
ectived a distress at 
ho had ejected from his 
for the area 15 miles 
rvivor who was picked 
RCC Capt James L Wissert, 
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313t Air ReE cue Squadron 

1 June thru 30 June 1965 

Clark Air Bzse, Philippines 

31st Air Re cue Squadron 
Hq Pacific Jir Rescue Center 
Air Rescue ;ervice 
Military A.L Transport Service 

TO Hq ARS (ARCOI) 
Orlando AFB, Fla 

1. NAME OF UNIT: 

2, REPORTING PERIOD: 

3. STATION:  

4. ASSIGNMENT:  

5. COMMANDER: 

	

	 Lt Col Karo:. F Rybos 
33822A, Regular Commander 

6. MISSION:  To operate nd maintain assigned search 
and rescue :quipment to search for, 
locate and recover personnel and/or 
aerospace hxdware in support of Air 
Force and o:dier agencies in global 
air and spa :e operations, including 
research ani development. 

7. OPERATIONS: 

	

	 Flying time for the month of June was 
as follows: 

LN1-2 
MISSION TRAINING OTHER TOTAL 
301:25 20:45 7:30 329:40 HU-1 

H1-43E 15:40 54:55 9:30 80:05 
HG-54 42:45 42:45 
HC-97 92:40 92:40 

TOTAL 452:30 75:40 17:00 545:10 

a. Squadron mission activity remained at a very high level for 
the month. A comparison of the last three quarters clearly shows an 
ever increasing upward trend in precautionary olbits: 
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 	, under 1utnty of 
by 

DT 5 PLC 
	

26 Jun 65 

1. This report reflects action taken 14 
)et 3 PARC Mission Number 630, 23 June 3 
Hu-I6 10058, of the 33 Air Rescue Sq was 
Captain Donald C. Hollfelder, A02227005. 
members were: Captain Natid P. Westenbu 
Co-Pilot; let Lt Donald S. Price, A03123 
3Sgt Frank J. Trambino, M9484611, Radd 
A1C James M. Allen, A114568604, Flight-N 
AlC gldrige M. Neal, A113753971, Pararee 
Patrick Abernathy, A714519776,,M)tograp 

Q, 	  

2. Cronology of Events, 

Figmo Bravo intercepted the fo 
Guard "MAYDAY, MAW, MODAY, This is I 
been hit, bailed out over target, NATOLI 
At this Ilme FUR° Bravo was an aka Fair 
18:10 N 10635 Al with Locket 581 and Win 
A-IH Aircraft) as Bsscap. Climb was imm 
from 2000 feet, aka patrol altitude. Ca 
responded to the distress an guard obtal 
and bearing to distressed pilot*. Simult 
was notified of the esteggsmay via single 
Bravo than returned to INIALSAR patrol Li 
Texaco, a U.S. Navy DestrOyer, of the em 
left distress scene due to low *41. 

14254 Figmo Bravo crossed the coast of Barth Vietnam 
west bound, 10 miles north of Doug Hoi at 7,000 feet and 
climbing. Locket Flight was in loose trail fommition. 
The coastal weather was 2,500 feat scattered, 5,000 feet 
broken, Tops 7,000 feet. Det 3 PARC was notified of penetration, 
estimate for the search area of 1446H anl helicopters were 
requested. Bailout position was confirm :1i as 4 miles west 
of 17 degrees 52' X 105:52 E with Pine Too. Texaco was 
advised of our departure fram SLR Patrol station and intentions. 

(a -5--  q 
g No 	 

Pismo Bravo On 
965. Figmo Bravo, 
commanded by 
Additional crew 

rger, 62088A, 
056, Navioltor; 
o-Operator; 
eohanic; 
mue; and SSgt 

11c:wing call on UHF 
ine Two. Pins lead has 
MAYDAX, MAYDAY*. 

al at Coordinates 
pan (two Navy 
ediately =mewed 
ptain Hollfelder. 
min bailout coordinates 
04Amia1y, Det 3 PARC 
Ode band.- Rape 
erussmy and advised 
mrawry. Pine Flight 
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I436B  Dot 3 PLC advised-that 	 enroute 
to the area and that a top cover of fighters was ol the way. 

1440H  UHF radio contact was established with UNCAP 32 who had 
received a different set of bailout coordinates. It was mutually 
decided that UNCAP 32 would commence search st his coordinates and 
Vigo° Bravo would commence at 17:52f/T105:52B. 

1446R  Pismo Bravo arrived on scene at 11,000 feet and commenced 
an expanding square elatronio search using a two mlle track spacing. 

.14494  On the third log of the search pattern a loud distress 
hmsing signal VMS received. Bearings indiaated Figto Bravo was over 
the downed pilot. Captan Hollfelder assumed on s:ene commard. 
Uhoap 32 was directed to proceed to 17 52IN 105 52 11Lat 12,000 feet. 
Locket Flight was sent down to attempt to pin point the survivor with 
their UHF homers while making low pisses. pet 3 ?ARC was advised 
of the situation. 

laL2H Uncap 32, Whiplash (7-4CAghcover) anI Banal, Flight 
(F.6105) were all on stations Hobby 21 and 22 HH-45Ffs were enrnute. 
Weather was law mattered, high broken to overcast 4th light rain,  
thunder storms surrounded the area. Agee Brave ciamenced eas.:.‘e.t 	- 
6,000 feet for mare effective visual and electron t: pin pointing of the 
damned pilot. Uncap 32 was to maintain altitude, waist in vectnring 
Hobby 21 and 22 to the area and keep invert (RADAR) appraised of the 
an Scene situation. 

2,5121k Locket 581 reported sighting a pen gun 
dolined pilot. Det 3 PARC advised that there were 
5 miles north and 5 miles south of the bail out ai 
flack positions was relayed to all aircraft by Pig 
flight path was reocommended over the bail-out sit 
were furthdredvised to keep a look out for troops] 
LoSket 581 acknowledged. 

15321I  Piga° Bravo eatablishal radio *intact 
damned pilot en UHF Guard.. Pine lead advised that 
brink= banes. Captain Holltelder makmarledged, and 
conserve his radio batteries by maintaining radio 
choppers entered the araa2.-  ETA. at the choppers we 
as 1550K. TOice contact with surVivor could anIy1 
his position. 

flare from the 
mown flack positions 

Location of 
Lo Bravo and Bast/West 
). Beecap aircraft 
Loving into the area 

dth Pine Lead t  the 
he was CIIC and hat no 
suggested that he 
awes until the 

relayed te Pine lead 
le made directly over 

15504  Pine lead again called on Guard statini; that he was OK and 
that the A-1 Bescap had just passed directly overhead. Captain 
Hollfelder advised that 'weather had caused a aligh; delay of the choppers. 
Their ETA was now 1610H. Captain Hollfidder again augsvsted that Pine 

lead conserve his batteries pending arrival of this 'choppers. 



1610H  Hobby 22 arrived and commenced a ciriding descent from 
8,000 feet. While Figmo Bravo and Locket 581 pcc.nted out the downed 
pilot's position. 

1612H Pine lead began vectoring Hobby 22 ii to him an Guard. 

1613H  Pine lead set off the day and of ablrk 13 Flare. The orange 
smoke was clearly visible to all. 

1617H  Hoist pick-up of Pine lead was complited by Hobby 22. 
Det 3 PARC was advised. 

1618H  Locket Flight was assigned to escort Hobby 21 and 22 to 
MAKHON PHANOM accompanied by Uncap and Bango aircraft. Figmo Bravo 
commenced climb to 10,000 feet and relinquished AR Control to Uncap 32. 

025q  Figmo Bravo departed scene east bound at 10,000 feet and 
established radio contact with Texaco. 

164511  Figmo Bravo recrossed the coast of Ncrth Vietnam at 
10,000 feet desoenling and reestablished aka Patrol with Locket 589, 
two Navy A-IH's, as reecap. 

1800H Figmo Bravo was released from akR Patrol by Det 3 PARC. 

3, Specific Comments. 

A. Camnunications with Det 3 PARC were excel 
mission. Services of Rescap and Top cover air= 
and timely. 

Lent throughout the 
rt were both adequate 

B. The great value of the UHF distress homer 
mommunimatilma employed by the downed pilot can= 
Without these eletronic signals, this pilot could 
from the air. He had landed in a heavily forrest 
was not visible. 

and UHF voice 
be overemphasised.. 
not have been located 
area.and his chute 

C. A faster and 1 	 stat.oned at NAKEGN PHON0K 
would ismeasur 	reduce time periodikudwidlioh SAR Perces and:murvivors 
are exposed to possible attack by hostile forces. In this instance the 
on scene time could have been cut in half ir fastor helicopters 
with IFF oapahiliti-Rem available to make 11E11110k-ups 

D. Cooperation between the various forces on scene was especially 
outstanding in view of intermittant UHF contacts ]lesulting from the 
requirement to constantly change between UHF Guart for homing/strvivor 
contact and UHF 364.2 SAR Frequency for coordinatton of on scene 
forces. No common VHF coordination was possible cue to an apparent,ilack. 



of operable MP 14alpment on Uncap and Bang° Aircraft. 

4. Recommendations. 

A. Faster and longem range helicopters should be placed at NAKHAI 
PHANON. 

B. SAR Aircraft Should have- dual UHF equipmert in order to permit 
simultanious coordination and homing capability az well as provide 
continued capability should one of these invaluSILe transceivers fail. 

DONALD C. HOLLFEIDER 
Capt., USAF 
RCC 

  

     

     



Al 

With Uncap 3.2. Several letear 

:pp ro=oa to lY 0730 Z bola 504 
hu.1141-tiets_ and sodas* 
elotatPaW ast.osse-. 

And Efo`3b-i-  21 MA ootifts1 	'tart 
'titre •tartett tad Roby 
..tois *stabil:hod EWA 'tears IPIO 

a4i4rated. ,Mptbr 22  loolikilik,07 
 afitilist so that- lle flight 

1,5oaaz, 41 malt 
fOltzb yes iigato 

t area MA located and Hobby 22 sameg tak 	z 
 4arsa Ita3 prooeed irra to the plebtly alto. 

a`leent Prom' a 1, onal... Seo.ohd ?CC) 
STAIW 	ICRC.3 

U. S. P;)r-zee 
Classification (c 
effective on 

C71 De t 	Zefaonol 
7 - 

itcdiat Dot 3, FARC 908..1-149 it.111.01:1 106 	, 23 

1121 Du t 3, PARC 

:Iziondelt.the by   

• 

Jin '065Dn Vklii■ 	ii;z6ED 

IfiN 'INFR:2" 

/3 MAY. 

3613Z the alort duty pilot, located to ledar Operette1110 et 
octit-..od tts, 1 a pi lot frc- II Pitg night Irso •jibe lag, ' A eat of 

Ilea were 4.i. -en %... the wing ea.:. They we -• p:otts- i ,  n a NOV, ea& a 
flight ;la-- w.,1 1_11V.sted, It we.a se t tasted that 2 ■ gal ef extra fool 	, 
tees...14 be a**Kied. Th. 2 &ler: ad-rlaroft ver. fueled I 214 all ether aseseeessr 

a_  sg opanipsent waa loaded. 

p. 	 • 
t.' At 0522Z a SIPC 35(1. act of coordinates oat sa 76) ler* citmtia•It trio .4 ' 

•- ligtvrt 0.,..-4,rn tt c as , These were plotted and found to be theat,13 alf-int ' , 
ther north Ulan the original set. lisps laerla *all a It, loiiit a.., 

..., 
• i • route to avoid known *new poeitlAisa srA AAA. 	-  .. 

't ' NS3SZ 164 Laani1CW3* it 4.500■Y 	A in : OA** 0* 
-ermoir' swab ere prepaxed tor taltoiotr* 	'-ki'fi- :;--fo -4,r- ,, 	. = 

. 	- 	- 	...4 
 

	

06.)Z Sou.-  thafooptets. &Iry 	Z1-  ilia ' i a 
+joy,* wipi 

Asko were arbitlog It tati, .S.i. - 	. 1.1 
..- 	... 

at 

t 0810Z Bobby 22 arrived over the glekop sit* Sod liii 
signal. The Alas flying low Geyer oats 

Were the st.a-vivor was suppose ti be 1oesttiS111 
/XL A tratutalas ion trip* .104- 

*lits1 loop tor turn .gh;, tootiii:704 111% **" 
surriv az via requo.stoct to rite z film.. 

• givs: is sone sacks. Az s 

'7 3 	tVITErr.." ,  

• 1. 
_ 

drotrar—.1.%•-fifik 

c• 	;' 

' 
L 



/t7i( 

ac as  SC No• 

, 

•:4 	7'a --.  

LYD:

- 

"03 ..-:rt■ lt 'ma 

1.--r • 7 7 7 1 ,:s. 3. 21 	 1 . 1....e. -DA 

1.40.., 	A;; 	 fei): 	 la'*: 	w%a :Deceect41...--7/ 	reaca: 
t.t-± 	 17.0s 	 tz.., 	tap of 	 t.7:44,,, 	it vrst.s 

14 7: 12111. '031 	 rsa*.i 	7 	TOrni, 	71-1, 

haL.111o7t4r 	 4:3 71 	fl 2 or ■ feat _—,•.,t3c 1.1:• slleara.:10 ,9 froz. 7. - VA17. 
• .74? -•i 3 	 :713 	 , 	 ..: 	

• 

ma= 	ra■ 

Ir7t3 1.wr 	 Ha e::-,,tare,i 

It 	 "'m 	?AL 	;27M49:1 

Tt..' 	 4 :1 	),;„` ; 	 ■". 	, 	ta.," 	 1 

16, 	 t 	 1 	-Tz-  a 1:::e.7-1 3. 

7 	 70-'s. 	1.0.7i 	 t 

7t , 	 t! 
•,_uzu 	0, 	 • e 	 45, 	 ) 

3.; 	 ;  

2'. 	 _:;•• 	:".". 	ty 	:2 , 	 ) 4 ..) _a 
1:7-! 	1 	t, 	 .7 	ILI* 	 2.;,....?;;-7,1 	 ms .l it:D.s. 	 iri3O  

-1- •• , 	 "us 	C 	t-7 

3$3:: 7. 	: 	 f.......31"; 	 :71-15.:1 	 A. 

wx.s 	 Fi.tmr-aft 

27.o.s 4.7-7 

W, 7-1.;.411, -;57 7FS : 	a= kB, 7441141.=a4 

2: 

H • pp, 3a;: +t 

Cap* 

se .C.Tara3o. AC 
3.. Poe.: A, L2C 

P 	t": 7 , ".1 —‘', :a t 

CP 3taalf ,,,  3,, .3a*essle, C47:1 
DeLT:.1 	 i2C 

P. ittoaxeI T. Henebr7 ;  A2C 

4LEELL—LIMZ__ 
C4p t USAI 
Rea /114 ::r, 3c.mmanla: 

1- 77 _t_ 

*"..! 1: 

7, 4.1t--rIvo.-7.1 

9,, "(A :..Tc..72 77 

3? leaccas 

.9: ;Ames 

FC2 713 



SEARCH AND RESCUE 

HH-43Fs at Bien Hoa and Da Nang often relied on U.S. Army and South 
Vietnamese U1-1-1 Huey gunships for rescue escort. 29  

The Douglas A-1 Skyraider, with its 7,000-pound bomb load, four 
20-mm cannons, heavy armor plating, and excellent loiter capability, met 
the needs of rescue escort better than any other aircraft. On VIay 30, 1964, 
six A-lEs arrived at Bien Hoa for duty with the 1st Air Commando 
Squadron as replacements for the T-28s and B-26s wh ch had been 
operating there since 1961. The Skyraiders soon showed th( mselves to be 
rugged, hard-hitting aircraft, well suited to the counterinsurency role and 
rescue escort. 3 ° 

In early 1965 the Navy agreed to provide A-lEs for escor duty and sta-
tioned from four to six of these planes at Udorn on a rotating basis. Unfor-
tunately, the Navy could not always meet this commitment be -.:ause of other 
operational considerations. Attempts to fill the rescue escort need in Laos 
by flying A-1s from carriers in the Gulf of Tonkin proved insatisfactory 
due to the relatively slow speed of the Skyraiders. This forced the newly ap-
pointed American Ambassador to Laos, William H. Sullivun, to request 
more use of U.S. pilots in T-28s than he liked. He, like h s predecessor 
Leonard Unger, dreaded the possible political repercussions.n 

Sullivan's fears were never realized. In August 1965, to meet the needs 
of rescue escort over northern Laos and North Vietnam, th( 602d Fighter 
Squadron (Commando) rotated its A-1Es from Bien Hoa tc Udorn. Two 
TAC CH-3Es had, meanwhile, arrived at Nakhon Phanom C n July 5, and 
two HH-43Bs moved up from the Mekong River town to Udc rn where they 
were joined by two factory-fresh HH-43Fs. The addition f the A-1 Es 
meant that with the HC-54s in place, and the HU-16s operat ng out of Da 
Nang to cover the water rescue mission, a full search and res:ue task force 
was in Southeast Asia. Over the years equipment improve( and aircraft 
changed but the search and rescue task force of 1965 closely r !sembled that 
of 1973 in doctrine, tactics, and procedures. 32  

Because of the limitations of the HH-43B/F, the Air Force rescue 
capability in Southeast Asia still left a lot to be desired. Nevertheless the Air 
Rescue Service had come a long way from the days when a e rescue con-
troller in Saigon had to depend on whatever Army, Marine, ( r Vietnamese 
choppers might be available for a rescue effort. In fact, by Jur e 1965 rescue 
missions were being performed which only a year before would have been 
all but impossible. 

A typical search and rescue for the period occurred on J ine 23, 1965, 
when Maj. Robert Wilson's F-105 was hit by ground fire whil( on a mission 
over southwestern North Vietnam. Wilson could not fly his damaged 
Thunderchief over a ridgeline, so he ejected. After a norm 11 descent he 
found himself suspended upside down in a tree 150 feet abc ve the jungle 
floor. Wilson managed to swing into a crotch of the tree where he wiggled 
out of his parachute harness. He then took out his survival knife and cut a 
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small branch from the tree. Wilson used the branch to snag his seat pack 
which contained all his survival equipment. After d .awing the pack over to 
where he stood, he retrieved his URC-11 survival radio. Wilson contacted 
the HC-54 airborne rescue command post callt d "Crown" which, in 
response to his mayday, had moved off its orbit ilong the Thai-Laotian 
border and now flew nearby. Half an hour latt r four Air Force A-1 
Skyraiders droned into view and contacted the survivor. Soon the pilots 
spotted Wilson's chute and, after radioing the down ed pilot's exact position 
to Crown, flew to an orbit several miles away so a not to reveal Wilson's 
location to any enemy troops that might be lurking nearby. Had Wilson or 
the A-1 pilots spotted the enemy, the A-1s would have attacked them with 
20-mm cannon fire, rockets, and fragmentation bombs. Ninety minutes 
after Wilson's ejection, an HH-43, from a forward operating base in Laos, 
showed up. Wilson fired off a small flare that was p;irt of his survival equip-
ment. The Huskie pilots spotted it and moved their chopper directly 
overhead while the parajumper lowered the penetrator through the foliage. 
Wilson grabbed it, strapped himself on, and bi!gan his ascent to the 
helicopter. A few hours later, safe at the Nakhon Phanom officer's club, 
Wilson set up drinks for the chopper pilots. The iext day he returned to 
Korat." 

Of course not all HH-43 rescue missions wer t so smoothly, and the 
enemy sometimes bested the search and rescue tas': forces. On September 
20, 1965, Capt. Willis E. Forby's F-105 was hit by large caliber antiaircraft 
fire while attacking a target near Vinh, North Vie ,nam. Forby turned his 
damaged F-105 toward Laos and ejected a few min nes later. His wingman 

circled until he received a signal from the downed )ilot's survival radio in-
dicating he was alive. Then Crown launched two H -I-43s from a Lima Site. 
All seemed normal as Captain Forby dispensed smoke to mark his exact 
location and make voice contact with one of the rescue choppers piloted by 
Capt. Tom J. Curtis. Forby did not know that er emy troops had hidden 
themselves in the jungle all around to make him th( live bait on a flak trap. 
Captain Curtis was concentrating on holding the .hopper in a hover near 
the survivor when several black clad figures stepp!d from the underbrush 
and fired their automatic weapons. The helicoptei shivered as bullets im-
pacted, then it dropped into the trees. In an almost automatic response, the 
pilot of the second helicopter, orbiting above as part of the search and 
rescue task force, moved in to pick up any survivor as A-1s blasted the sur-
rounding area. Again the troops opened fire forcin ; the backup chopper to 
pull up and return to the Lima Site. Crown called t or a massive rescue task 

force but the armada of A-is failed to find any trice of the downed men. 
Tom Curtis spent the next seven years as a prisoner of war in North Viet-
nam. His copilot, 1st Lt. Duane W. Martin rem lined a prisoner of the 
Pathet Lao. Martin escaped captivity a year la ter. He was, however, 

murdered by a Laotian peasant before he could IN rescued. 34  
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and escort them to safety on foot. However, helicopters were the 

key elements of most SARTFs, and despite their limited capabili-

ties, the FU{-43s greatly Improved combat rescue opesations in 

Southeast Asia. By mid-1965, rescues were being performed that 

Just a year earlier would never hwbt been possible 34  

A typical HH-43 rescue mission took place on .une 23, 1965, 

when an F-105 was shot down over North Vietnam. Atte - . making 

distress call, the pilot ejected from his crippled ship and began 

a normal parachute descent. As he broke through the jungle can-

opy, a tree snagged his chute, and the pilot found himself sus-

pended upside down 150 feet above the ground. He managed to swing 

himself into a crotch of the tree and free himself r - om his para-

chute harness. Using the emergency radio in his su - vival kit, the 

downed pilot made contact with an HC-54 rescue airp ane that had 

set up an orbit near the area in response to the di: tress call. 

Half an hour later, four A-lEs arrived on the scene and located 

the survivor's position. Shortly thereafter, an HH-43 from a for-

ward operating base In Laos came into view. The doT..ned airman 

fired off a signal flare. Spotting it, the HH-43 maneuvered over-

head and lowered its cable and penetrator--a device Iesigned to 

penetrate the thick jungle canopy--down to the survi/or. The 

F-105 pilot grabbed it, strapped himself on, and was hoisted 

aboard the helicopter. A few hours later, the rescued man was 

celebrating his deliverance at Nakhon Phanom officer s club. 35  

Not all rescue missions were so happily resolved. Sometimes, 

the enemy's resistance not only blocked recovery attempts but also 

caused additional loses. Such was the case when on Ieptember 20, 
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