A ]

— -
PRV NS
1

- A LI s 2 LN _Tmor T TOAR
1. sEzoion Jes 3 alC-T29-1 June LichHe
N
e
:
L.

4 Tond et ) A e YRDA 1 P ~oaeny n, Aad
. Iaisial netification 23504, loecotead suwrviver T400a, suanded
T e 1 b}

2diCay, taiteer D D415

- ~ e . .

Je w-m 2ASclstance So.uldl Lo, aureac] 6L 305G

5« Open sea »ick-uz.

3. Lt .errit R. field, USK, VFIZ-63, USH dduay.

9. at 03524

ie roceired a call on UTE Juard Zrom SU..DCUL L1, Ga.lling ug, by

nazxe, %5 advise he was circling a nilot decendin b in a clute.
TOCUH zave nis oosition as the SHAZZITI 270 AaDlel at 37 uiles.

(o1 Y
" '

CIassmmmn (cajened) (changed ta //’(2{:— § “f—"}ﬂﬂAoco AT e

mmm n_< undc;%:utr.nty of RSSO ey e
YOS e
—X ) DY e — R ‘*“—‘*‘\R\HJ




.t

Aim A memtra B -
YELID And Ve S0l 00. L
Ly maemes D7 Y S A mesereadas - 37T “C‘ A
S S&NEe oy L. - SO Te avandlals n
palc)
Ie

sicn 342 Seconc
ne was regussh

-
o
cneding tlrou

WDl
. N A =T e
LSl AU L
N 5 T T A R |
Ll ICAIY L. naecT ; : 2 [N b a=lo RN S
Sk s L .
o) sal ¥ -

. RS R TR ]
- [P - N ViU aave

e

i hut oo N
P e AR IR SOV

v vren A oA
Gl SWIVILTCD LitTD O

Sma] e T BN
Irncliuded s iz

A+ eamncl Al s
212 *-td..;{“*e'.‘. -2
S ich uere

Sy aq A

WO ZLITCTILT

P e P PR
toolz Coo, Al

cavasy o]
(PSR S sea

- e
el 0T,
ooy
. Crmpies o T
WO el ea el
I < SRS S -
“.-«m“ ET Y BT L TP JERUUNE S T T S
eSO 20D 0D v, SO0 A STWCH ZACTOnIone DUTTOL (Ll Tlag II2gucncy vas
mnl a3 e et e AT o e ST T
ST o 2Tl ALOUL TR ILC e Sl and I

- - REE S Y L. €L Yo <~ N T 92 -
2ioolE to clzax thio “regquerncy. I beliey
ey e R e e + -~ TTimemy
Swuek and wtsemnted Bl contact oo unsuc
1 H .

The DLoC.C

ecur:ing

my position were wi:dhin “rom Jive to ten milc
s very lisht causin; ac whiftecaps. Locat:
r

(¥
for these two reaiscas. Jhiere was timne to

ll.
C
ja TN O]

o

e
cruerate ornly tle ARA—25. Totael time elapse fron in“tizl netirfication unvil
2:rborne froxn the vater was apsroxwinately twenty onutes.




IEI0ES

MISSIONS

5-PARC-70-8 Feb
3-PARC-128-11 Feb
3-PARC-187-2 Mar

3-PARC-252-22 Mar
3-PARC-266-26 Mar

3-PARC-277-29 Mar*
3-PARC-283-31 Mar
3-PARC-319-9 Apr
3-PARC-393-27 Apr
3-PARC-428-7 May
3-PARC-433-8 May
3-PARC-448-12 May
3-PARC-469-~17 May
3-PARC-493-23 May
4-PARC-269-28 May
3-PARC-529-1 Jun
5-PARC-313-2 Jun

* Recovered on 31 March

RESCUERS LOCATIONS

Name Alroraft

Capt Hartley HH-43F 1607N - 10812E
Capt Richardson HU-16B 1728N - 10648E
Maj La Dou HU-16B 1743N - 10634E
Maj Ingraham HH-43F 1706N - 10640E
Capt Freedman HH-43B 1615N - 10525E
Lt Phelan HH-43 1/72UN — LUbLOL
Capt Kelly HH-43B 1604N - 10340E
Maj Waechter HU-16B 1758N - 10638E
Maj Shook HU-16B 1758N - 10635E
Lt Phelan HH-43F 1620N - 10823E
Maj Shook HU-16B 2010N - 10737E
Capt Strayer HH-43B 1717N - 10545E
Capt Reichardt HU-16B 1854N - 10541E
Capt Rodenberg HH-43B 1727N - 10445E
Capt Relchardt HU-16B 1935N - 10605E
Capt Reichardt HU-16B 1753N - 10705E
Capt Ballinger HH-43B 1655N - 10443E
Capt Hepp HH-43B 1905N - 10442E
Capt Richardson HU-16B 1840N - 10600E
Capt Boyles HH-43F 1048N - 10640E
Capt Brunner HU-16B 1847N - 10608E
Capt Hartley HH-43F 1611N - 10808E

Name — = Seribd o
IERTENEY 4."’-{(,'9:‘
Maj Hung . VNAF
LT Majors USN

Lt Cullen USA
Capt Baird USAF
Maj Panas USAF
W/U vanknu  VINAT
Capt Spagnola USAF
LCol Risner USAF
CDR Shugart USN

LT Wangman USN
CDR Donnelly USN
Capt Bigoness USAF
LCDR McNeil USN
LTJG Wilkes USN

Maj Lambert USAF
LT Wilson USN
Capt Schneider USAF

Capt Tallaferro USAF
Maj Hernan USAF
USA
USN
USAF

LT Field

Capt Lockhart
SSgt Kilpatrick
A2C Smith

R

AlH
A4C
F-100
F-105
F-105
Alll
F-105
F-105
A4E
F8U
F8U
F-100
A4C
AlH
F-105
RF8A
F-105
F-105
F-105
UH-1B
F8
HH-43F
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Poos south Victnae, PTBUL Flowers s a pararescucman on an HH-45 oncof DacSNane AB o pecover o downed
fighier pilot Another =43 supsorting the mission, is shot down Flowers s lowered to the gronnd 1o give aid
and ciecs the recovery ol the HH-435 crew . ALer receiving medical ard. they oo taken aboard the aireratt. "Bul
due o werehe Inmations. Flowers st be ettt belund. Enemy Torees comb the areas and Flowers discovers s

radio s notworking He conceals himself unnul the Huskie renons and recovers : nich-relieyed pararescucenian
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Chapter VII
COMBAT LOSSES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
(U) Air Rescue Service sutfered the loss of seven alrerewmen, missing
in acuion, and three helicopters in combalt situations in Southeast Asia during
Calendar Year 1963, Accounts ol these losses, compiled trom mission
reports, debrictings, and interviews, follow here and are identified by

mission numpers. The times of all occurrences ..re shown in local time.

_ 1
(U, Mission: Det 5 - PARC - 3 3 - 2 Jun 65

(S) Al 1904 hours on 2 June, tower operutors ut Da Nung Airport,
Vietnam, alerted Detachment 5 helicopter crews, via the crush telephone,
to the crash of a Marine Corps 0-1E aircrart (a Cessna, formerly designuted
L-19A) ten miles north of the airport at 16-11N 105-08E where 1L was burn-
ing on the mountzinside. Three minutes later HH-43F helicopters vid-97 13
(Rescue 45) and u3-9711 (HRescue Y6) piloted by Cuptains Floyd R, Lockhart
and Jim E. Hartley, respectively, were airborne and enroute to the crash
site, with Captain Huartley flying top cover. Arru-ing onthe scene at i91o
hours, Captain Lockhart hovered the ""Huskie while 5Sgt Dewey A. Kilpatrick,

mechanic and hoist operator, lowered A2C Rando ph M. Smith, pararescueman,

. Data obtained from mission reports in Missio Folder 50 in ARSCP
files and from interview with Capt. Hartley.
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in the sling, after which he attempted to suppress the O-1E fire with

rotor wash, At this point in time, Lockhart and others, on the ground,

heard 4 sharp and loud explosive noise, repeatec several times, similar

to that ot a . 45 caliber pistol shot. Immediately, a gradual deterioration

of fore and aft cyclic control, cyclic roughness, and inetfectual pitch control
was experienced by the pilot, Captain Lockhart was unable to prevent the
helicopter from pitching forward and descending to the foreste;d hillside,

where the left rotorhead struck a tree before the helicopter contacted the ground
in the hostile area at 1925 hours.

{8) A2C William J. Flower , pararescueman aboard Rescue 96, 0ob-
served the crash ot the other helicopter and informed Captain Hartley, who
executed a hover over the crashed helicopter and ordered his mechanic, SSgt
Homer L. Ramsey, to lower the pararescueman in the hoist sling to investi-
gate the condition of Captain Lockhart and his crew of two others. Fowler de-
termined that SSgt Ki.pawics anag ALC Smith were in shock and Captain Hartley
made the decision, because his helicopter was at the maximum gross weight
iimit, to move those two trom the crash to Athe Da Nang hospital and return for
Captain Lockhart, who was believed to have only minor injuries. He arrived
back at the crash site at 1935 hours and delivered Lockhart into the hands of
the hospital personnel at 1950 hours, thereby terminating the flight portion

of this mission,
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(S) Subsequently, troops of the Republic of Vietnam made the area
secure for salvage operations. An examination of the downed "Huskie" re-
vealed that rotors, tailbooms, lhe right main and nose gears, and the right
side of the fuselage had suffered major damage. Those parts which were
salvagable were recovered and the remainder of tie craft was destroyed
by explosives.

(S) All crew members of both helicopters are identified below:

63-9715 (Rescue 95)

Pilot: Capt. Floyd R. Lockhart, AO3058376
Minor injuries

Mechanic: SSgt Dewey /. Kilpatrick, AF14289763
Minorr injuries (was in cabin)

Pararescueman: A2C Randolpa M. Smith, AF1866374
Mino:® injuries

63-9714 {Rescue 96)

Pilot: Capt. Jim E Hartley, AO2206098
Copilot: Capt. James V. Berryhill, 57344A
Mechanie: SSgt Homer L. Ramsey, AF17311535

Pararescueman; A2C Williarr. J. Flower, AF16758877















SEARCH AND RESCUE

first night mission picking up a Vietnamese A-1 pilot shot down in an attack
on the Viet Cong Zone D headquarters in Phuoc Thanh Province 1orthwest
of Saigon. For the first night aircrew rescue conducted by an Air Rescue
Service unit in Southeast Asia, the pilot received the Vietnamese Air Force
Distinguished Flying Cross with a gold star.!3

With the limited number of helicopters available for aircrew recovery
missions, rescue personnel at both detachment and headquarters level felt
that combat should be avoided. Kaman provided gun mounts for the M-60
machine gun, but there was not enough room in the HH-43B/F tor a gun-
ner. The parajumper was usually 100 involved with getting the survivor
aboard to man a gun. Additionally, the Air Rescue Service did not want
their rescue choppers to become gunships. Therefore, the macliine guns
were rarely mounted. If a situation demanded suppressive fire f om their
rescue choppers crew members usually fired an AR-15 or M-16 1ifle from
the door or out the window. In an effort to conserve the available « hoppers,
rescue crews refused to take off on recovery missions until a sur ‘ivor had
been located. Rescue headquarters supported these decisions. '

Further developing the argument that Air Rescue Service cou d not af-
ford needlessly to risk helicopters in search missions, Brig. Gen. Adriel N.
Williams, commander of the Air Rescue Service, in a letter to th: chief of
staff of the Air Force, Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, cited ARS Programming
Plan 563 which estimated that the HH-43B/F force would suffecr a forty
percent attrition rate in the first year of combat operations. Will ams also
noted that whereas the plan called for a minimum of nine HH-4 ;Bs to be
modified as F models, in fact Air Force headquarters directed only six
modifications.'s Attrition rates matched the estimates as three 4H-43Bs
and two HH-43Fs were either damaged or destroyed during the \ iet Cong
attack at Bien Hoa. In May 1965 an F model sustained battle dar1age and
on June 3, enemy gunners brought down one of the beefed-up Hu:kies on a
recovery mission.'se

Helicopters, because of their slow speed and the mechanical cc mplexity
of the gearing in the exposed rotor system, have always been vulrerable to
antiaircraft and small arms fire. Initially ill-prepared to meet the demands
of aircrew rescue in Southeast Asia, rescue personnel had to develop tactics
and doctrine. It was during this time that the Search and Rescue T: sk Force
evolved.

In late 1964, due to the imitations of the HH-43 helicopter, A r Rescue
Service units were not providing dependable aircrew recovery. In /ietnam,
Army and Marine choppers often picked up their own downed ‘lvers. In
Laos, Air America pilots, thoroughly familiar with the nuances « f terrain
and weather, still performed most of the aircrew recoveries. For nstance,
between June 1964 and June 1965, Air America helicopters p cked up
twenty-one downed aircrew members. Air Rescue Service chopper - rescued
only five flyers downed in Laos.'” Nevertheless, it was in this pc iod that

6.
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. George
26 Jan  38th ARRS William F.  Warren Donald W. Helo lost power and ¢
63-9712 69 Pleiku SVN PEDRO 74 Clark Kaufman Gooding Luther T. Jones  Gus Jones Bogner revealed helo had rec
(observer)
unknown Flying rescue cap for «
63-9713 2 Jun 65 ; . SVN unknown  Lockhart Kilpatric ~ R. Smith was hit by ground fire
unit/station .
downed O-1F aircraft
38th ARRS Aircraft crashed while
63-9715 8 May 67 'krnairLSon SVN unknown J.J. Hoye  Jacox P.S. Resos from base on a medic
(A INIURN

Return to the Jolly Green Home Page

http://jollygreen.org/jltnc.htm
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REPLY TO \Y 7 June 1965
ATTN DF: Det 5 PARC \\

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative

TO: HQ ARS (ARSCP)

l. Mission Number:z 5-313 = 2 June 1765

N
.

SAR Alerted ty: Danang AB Tower

. SAR Aircraft Used: HH=UL3F

AVUS)

lig Crew;

a. escue Crew Comrmander: Capt 7im E. Hartley
b, Co=pilot: Capt James V., Berrhill

Ce ©Crew Chief: SSgt Homer L., Ra sey

d. Fararescue: A2C William J. F .ower

—~

S« descap: UH-1B

c. Narrative: At 190L hours on 2 Juie 1965, the primary

crash phone rang and tower advised us that a L-19 had crashed
and was burning on a mountain side tel miles north of Danang
(1611 108C8E), At 1907 hours helicotersb63-9713 and 63-971L
were airborne proceeding to the crash site. I was the rescue
crew commarder on 63-971L flying cove: for 63-9713, We arrived
at the crash site at 1915 hours ard 7..3 made an approach and
lowered his pararescue man down by ho.st to determine if there
vere any survivors. At approximately 1920 hours my parzarescue
man stated 713 just crashed. I start:d descending and made an
approach over the downed helicopter. SSgt Ramsey (crew chief)
lowered A2C Flower (pararescue) down he hoist to render assistance,
The two crewmerbers that were in a st.ite of shock were hoisted
up first. Knowing that the remaining personnel had only minor
injuries and being at maximum gross w:ight, I elected to return
the injured crewmembers to Danang. I returned to the crash site
at 1935 hours and picked up the other Trewmembers. We returned
to Danang arriving at 1950 hours,

;/yWL-<é§§:/<:;2<2¢*¢‘4“
'\*“3353 SARTIEY o U7 Tafs Copy to: KO PARC(TDARD)
 lapt, I3AF - Jet 3 2420
e Rescue Crew Commander
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11. Additional information is as follows: __ ,

»

Crew of Flesh 22

Tptal Time - 1+55§

-
.-
-

12. Recommendat ions
be given to 7 Trescue 'c
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FOFCE
WASHINGTON

PECIAL ORDER 20 April 1966
B

1N/
T iv

S
G
The Aviators' Valor Award for 1965 is awarded to CAPTAIN ANTHONY A MUEHLING
JR, 773065528, who distinguished himself as pilo: of an amphibious aircraft
on tre South China Sea, on 18 June 1965, in the -escue of five perscnnel
frem a wid-air ccllision between two B-52 aircrait. Tae collective acts of
CAPT MUEHLING were responsible for saving the lires of the survivors of the
mid-air coliision as well as his fellow crew memsers. Arriving in the impact
area shortly after dawn, CAPTAIN MUEHLING spotte! one man lying motionless
in a life raft in extremely rough seas generated by a passing typhoon. He
accomplished an cpen sea landing near the raft. "'his man was recovered and
found deceased due to wounds suffered during eje:tion. CAPTAIN MUEHLING

then water-taxiec the amphibian and recovered tw) octher survivors. Enroute
to a fourth survivor, progressively rougher seas swamped the HU-16, causing
an electrical fire on the flight deck. All elect-ical power was turned off
and the fire extinguished. However, the single s.de band radio and two inver-
ters were rendered inoperative. The fourth surviror was then recovered and
given medical attention. By this time, prolonged taxiing, extremely rough
seas, and extreme heat in the aircraft caused phrsical exhaustion and sea
sickness among the crew members and survivors al _ke. CAPTAIN MUEHLING,
although fatigued, maneuvered the HU-16 to permi: the opening of windows

and hatches to ventilate the aircraft and dissipite the extreme heat. An
assisting aircraft, however, spotted a fifth surrivor and CAPTAIN MUEHLING
taxied to and recovered this man. He then attemp:ed to return to base.
Several water takeoffs were attempted, but an enjine power loss, high sees
and wind prevented liftoff. An aircraft was conticted and surface vessels
requested for assistance. The closest vessel, hovever, was over two hours
distant and no- alternative remained except to maintain directional control
by use of engine power in the face of ever mounting seas. All hatches were
closed to prevent water entry and as sea conditijns worsened, all personnel
aboard suffered from sea sickness, dehydration, ind exhaustion. While CAPTAIN
MUEHLING was physically laboring to maintain dir:ctional control, a large
swell struck the propeller of number two engine, bending one blade and for-
cing it into a full reverse position. Takeoff was impossible and CAPTAIN
MUEHLING strenuously fought to control the amphisian with the cne remaining
engine until help arrived. A merchant vessel arrived at mid-day and all
survivors and crew members, less the pilot, co-pilot and one pararescueman
were transferred, Later, a U. S. Navy vessel arrived and these personnel
were transferred to this vessel. The attempt tQ 10ist the HU-16 commenced.
The remaining crewmen entered a raft while CAPTAIN MUEELING stayed aboard
the HU-16 for hoisting to begin. While holding tie raft close to the HU-16
by means of a life line, a large swell tossed th: amphibian up and then
suddenly dropped it, snapping the hoisting cables. Seeing the drop tanx
about to crush the crew members in the raft, CAPIAIN MUEHLING physically
pulled the raft clear of the drop tank, narrowly averting injury to these
crew members. The Captain of the Navy vessel ord:red all crewmen removed
from the amphibian and the HU-16 rigged for towiag. However, due to
extremely rough seas and damage incurred during the attempted hoisting,
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SJ GB-104, DAF, 20 April 1966, continued:

tne HU-1% sank during the night. CAPTAIN MUEHLING had spent over fourteen
nours on the open sea under extremely adverse comncitions of rough seas,
paysical exhaustion, dehydration, and aircraft ma.function. His individual
acts of heroism, and disregard for his own person:l safety, coupled with
sneer determination, made possible the saving of :our lives, the recovery
of a deceased pilot, and insured the safety of hi: crew. By his extraordi-
nary courageous actions and humanitarian regard fcr his fellowmen, CAPTAIN
MUZHLING has reflected great credit upon himself «nd the United States Ailr

Force.
BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:

.J. P. Mc(ONNELL, General, USAF
Chief of Staff

R J PUGH, Colonel, USAF DISTRIBU'ION
Director of Administrative Services GO
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Nender byvargasa pjassn.org
Roecer-ed trom snv ] thuniek ne: (sev bthuntek net 206206 98 18]
by hpamgaaa compusenve com (8 8 %8 8 8/HP-1 i)y with ESMTPd TAAI2201
for - rlapointe ¢ compuserve com - Thu 18 Mar 1999 1931 08 -0500 (EST)
Recerved from default (abg-0352 thuntek net {207 66 .52 32]) by s thuntek n:t(8 9 1/8.0 12TNTI1 0) with
SMTH 1d RAATT 30 for - rlapcinte.a-compuserve com - Thu, 18 Mar 1999 17 30:56 -0700 (MST)
Message-1D - 00450 The71a28067d670a080c3 44 2cf e defantt -
From "Bill Vargas" - bvargas a pjassnoorg
To "Eobert LaPomie”  rlapomte ¢ compuserve com -
Subject. Re HU- 1o
Pratc Thu 18 Mar 1999 [7 49 a8 0700
MIME-Version §uo
Content-Tyvpe. text/plun.
charset 'rso-883u- |
Content-Transfer-bEncoding bt
N Priori
N-MSMal-Prionty Normal
N-Madder. Microsolt Outlook Lixpress 4 72 2100 4
N-MimeOLL: Prodiced By Microsoft MimeOLE V4 72 2100 4

Bob

Thic mird-air happened on 18 Junc. 19635 about 250 mules trom Subic Bay on th
way to Vietnam i eatted Tomy Muchiig (the AC on the nussion) and he is
gotng o send me copies of the statcments all of the rescue crew member had
o suboit fthink vou will find 1t very interesting. When you go to

Maxwell seaf vouw can find anythime onte It was kept veny hush hush by

SAC Al vou saw i the news was that they had an accident The first
sunvivor [ gotanto the HU-16 was the Navigator/Bombardier (It Col who
found out he made O-0 just betore he took off) of one of the arcraft and

the fiest words out of his month was SAC poces to war for the first ume and
the "tuck ap ™ T send vou the sttt wien ©get i from Tony
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B35 FaRe—1955 -
rees/

18/1350/CCP Called Clark AF3 and made ccntact with My4 Clark, Det 2, FaKC
(13th AF JRCC) RE. B-52 Mid-air, The HJ=16 that made an open
sea landing was piloted by Capt Muehling, PJ did not jump.
Cenfirmed pick up of 4 survivors and 1 d:ceased, All were taken
from H1-16 by Norwegian Motor Ship, Argo, The US Naval ship,
Point Defiance, a sub-tender (modified L3T), tock the survivors
and deceasee aboard frcm the Argo. The Print Defiance is zttempting
to boist the KU-16 on board, If unable, "1:1. 8ow to port, HU-16
repertedly bent & prop blade but did not lose an engine, Prop
blade reportedly bent by watoer ccntact, Search status: Still have
7 persorrel migsion, Plan to launch foliowing at 22002: 8- C-130,
3- HU-16, 2-KC-135, 2-B-57, 2-C-l7, 3-P3 , 1-HC-5l;, and 3.HC-97.
The C-130 will protesl. split the period - [ & L, The HC=SY from
the 79th an? the LC-97s ray zet of{ late, The 79th cwuld only
furnish eone HC-5} due to othor rissicns, Last positicn of HU-16
and Polnt Defiance was 16558 1175C5, Tiss ruts him agprox 200

miles YI ol Cubic,
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TBSHA2DS2CAVCEILD
PP RUCNSH
DF RUMABA 12F 1%/05C(C7Z
P 1502782
FM DET2 PACARRSCUFCTM CLARK AB 1
TO RUFAHAZNN UUCAT
RUCDAAZYY MATS
RUHLKM/ZPACIFIC AIR ©UFSCHT CYNTFR NICKAM AFB HAWA I
RUHLKM/ZIIN PACAF ..
RUCSC/HN SAC
RUCHSHAHA ARG ORLAMDO ATEZ FLA
Zr1/13AF CLARK AB PI
7eH2UT5TH CSGC CLARK AB PI
ZRN/316T ARS CLARX AB PI
RUMRDAZ3Z ADIV GUAM
o7
S¥Y CR®T 13onn SCOIT. 19 JUNF 65 Hn 1JGAT
(AT-Y0ODPGF), HY MATS (MAOCOY, HN ARS (ARS-CP), HN PARC (COMMAMND
POeT ), HY PACAF (PFOCO-HJ, HN SAC (COMMAND POST).
THE FOLLOWING SECRFET SECRET MSG IS RETRANSMITTED FOR VOUR INFATMATION
ALD DICSSEMIMATIOMH. "UOTES
FOR 3acSt cor
SYCPFT
SAR CITREP tR 2 Cu)
1. TOLLOUING SURVIVORS OF CRFU F ZFRN © ABOARD AYD IMINJURFD:
CO-TOLIT 1ST LT XEMNMETH De HARTEMN A03136457

“~

PAGE 2 RUMABA 12F § F C R 7

SLECTRONIC WARFARE OFFICER (ST LT Jole FRSTS 768 47

IWIGATOR 1ST LT Je A« COLLYER III AOQ3131965

2. FOLLOWING SURVIVOR OF CRFW F ZERO 4

RADAR AV IGATOR LT 'COL Ce®+ ANDERMAN AOU3SEST POISIBLY RIS
FRACTURES PROGHOSIS GOOD.

3. 1ST LT HARTEN ALD I1ST LT ERBFS STLIFVE THEY S GHTED ONT FACH
OTHFR PARACHUTES

4 1ST LT COLLIER STATES THF RADAR HAVICATOR CA® LOYFRY SHOULD

S¢ LTCOL AMDFRMAN I“HIffTra CIC”TINC r o n*urv-{aaacuurrf
THESE ARF PROBASLY THOSE OF OTHER SURV IVORS.

&« COURSF OF AIRCRAFT TAIL MO 047 BRLIFURD Pacor s Tiumnaisy (97
DFEGy I A TURH THIC I8 TETIMATE OF ¢hTY © ZERO S

7 COURSE OF OTHFR AZRCRAFT TAIL MO 17% BELIEVED "0 BF 785 DF(G,
CTHIS 15 FSTIMATF OF CREN 7FRO 4 .

8. CAUSE OF ACCIDFY™ MID AIR COLLISION BETWFRTH A RCRATT MO €47
AND 1O 17S.

S« CAPT ROBERTSOMN A IMCRAFT COMMANDER OF CREW ZER 4 DFAD WHFY
PICKED UP FROM WATFR BY Hu-16.

10, SURVIAL CHANCES OF CTHER CRFW MEMITRS UNKIOW] BY SURVIVORS.

PAGE 3 RUMABA (2F S EF CRTET

11. LT SLOCOMBE NAVIGATOR OF HU-18 §T# =% T¥pT 2 L SURVIVORS WERT
PICKED UP WITHIt Al ARTA OF 4 TO 9 SNUARY MILrG.

12 FFFORTS TO TAKE ABOARD HU-16 ABORTFED WHEN LIFT ING TAD STRIFPED
DUF TO FFFECT OF SUDLDEMN SWELL WHFM PLANFE SUSPEND D FROM HOOK

ONLY ALTERMATIVE 110 APPEARS TO BE TOWING, ATTEM TING TO TAKE
PLANE Il TWVEM DESIRF GRAPPLE RDVU WITH Mm AND A CFTT TOU.

GP~4.

BT
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}NHNASAahA?G7LC€VE’45
PP RUCQSH 7
TE RUMABA 302F 19/1€352 o
P 1917087 g 51
R 31ARESCUESG CLARK AE PHIL i\HHy™

,T0 RUCCSW/KG ARS CRLANDC AFE FLA : ATt fEE

“UCDAR/EQ YATS . =3
PHEAHQ/HE UZAF {7 P
AURLKN/FG PACARESCUECSN HICKAM AFB KAvAIl P
RUKLKY/HG PLCAF HICKANAFS MAWAIL ,g/p e
ZEM/DET » PACARESCUECSN CLARX AEB PKIL L

ZEN/ LOSFIRWG CLARK AR PHIlghssification (c l! (chan edto
ZER/ {3 AF CLARK AE PHIL eifective on__ _ﬂqmd pAuthortey-

FIMRDA/3ALV ANDERSCN AD GLAX ,é /;9 -’AJN AFR-Z 3.2
RUHL KX/ TEARESCUREQ KICKAY RFE YAUAILL 1<J9

RUMRL A/ T9ARE SCUE S€ ANLERSEN AT GUAN 13 way g
i

CECRF T /31 AECO 50053 1S JUN 65, FGR HO ARF ARSCP): Ko MHTE
(“TCP)tHC USAF (AF=-XCPCF)t KO PARC (CCMMANL PCYT 't HQ FACAF
(FFOCO-Y)t aDSFT(UG (¥CC)t 13AF (VCHHAND PCSTO vt

. KCS: 1-A7S-Ft, PROCESS REPCTT NUEER TWO

0, 3]=33I8=5S

19 JUNE 1968 1607

L 17158 117CCE, 17155 11830, 4SMN¢; €0 PERCLNT ['FFLlTIVi; EFFECT-
IWELESS LIXITED DY EOQUCH Ciac,

. 1500 SCATTEFEL VARIAELE BRCKEN, VISIBILITY 15 CCCASICHAL
TATNONEIIETe Y INDT ~CT DECERLIAT 1% KNOTES .

I G LIrz
¥E

LhR,

7p%;L 1N PAFACRAFY 7,

Ly FAFTS, TIP

A ;r;tr" (FC~,/, T~
Ty S RN LUNCE BIRCARRT
" Ly L,.{i.
T, LIN P3L, o2 FLUS €4, 1 CCFTIZ; USAT C-47, 1€ LUG 4C, & ICKTIZIC
POAT ZaT7, CPLUTHO, 4 SCRTIDIDy LICS HU-1£, 27 FLZ=Q, I OECATIES:
COLF FCeeT, 1I1PLUSIC L SCOTTICS; UL Pr, 9rLUSES, | SCATILCr UIAF
Cefg, ©2LUSIO, 1 SOTIED USed C-120, o%PLUS &0 0 Z0RTILCE,
ACCITTIND SVRFACE VESSOLZr VGn PT, DEFIAWCE: S CRAPFPLEG USCC
KU UL,
10« LaN SALVATT VESSEL Iv ABfA FICKING UF LEEEREIZ AND TRANSFEPRING TC
IO “”‘T'“ KUKUI, FELYET BAG W ITH NANL LOWERY, A °3C26518, RECCVEREL
AT OFADT TO CE4S5T TITh, KUKUI CCNLUCTING CREEFIN LINE SEARCY AMD
V:ECFACT. rz;DE REFCRTED ANLD INVESTICATED; NEC-
¢ [0 SECELT: PBUSS AN VISCLL, FCSIT-
T ANe SICKLE)Y, SPCTTLL Ao FCLLCUS
I 25T, 700K ) E1sY, BERLINC Co=,
SUPVIVORD RITURNEL.LL CLARK AT

"iﬁ:‘
;
%
14

DOWANGHATID 47 2 vraxn P TE

LESLAES P00 AF eR "2 v

i o} .“ IR - - O e
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INHNASBSRADGTECLYES LD

PP PUCCSH

CE RWMABA 30oF 19/18352

P 1917082

¥ JI{ARESCUESE CLARK AD PRIL

.TC RUCCSH/ HQ ARS CRLANDO AFE FLA

QUCTAA/KR YATS

RUZAHQ/HQ LAY

FURLXM/KE PACARESCUECEN MNICKAM AFYR KAVALL

FPUKLK¥/HQ PACAF HICXANAFB KAWAIL

ZE¥/DET 2 PACARESCUECEN CLARK AB PRIL

ZEN/ LCSFTRWG CLARK A B PHILgtasification (cancslled) (¢

ZEN/ 13 AF CLARK AB PHIL  gfactive on_ }"7 ‘_}E

FMRDA/ZADY ANDERSCN AR GuANM

RUHL KM/ T6ARESCUESQ KICKAM AFEB HAE’AII

RIRDA/ 79ARESCUE¢L ANDERSEN AB GUAYM

iT .
SECPRET /Sl LRCO 50093 19 JUN 6%, FCGR KL F‘ﬂE(ARSCP)Z HE I TS
(MTCPY sHC USAF (aF-XCPCF)t HQ PA&RC (COMHAND POYT)s HQ)‘*CAF
(PFOCO=H)1 A05FT G (¥CCYt 13AF (VCHMAND PCST)HS '

1 RCS: 1-ARS~-F 1, PROCESS REPCORT NWLEBER TVO

P X1=3XE-55

X, 15 JUHE 1965 160C2Z

& 1T715N 1170CE, {715N 11930k, 45NMp; €0 PERCENT EFFECTIVE; EFFECT-
IVENESS LIMITED BY RCUGH SEAS.

% 1500 SCATTERED VARIAHRLE BR(KEN, VISIBILITY 15, OCCASICONAL
FAINSHOWERS; WINDS 2CC DEGREESAT 1% KNOTSS

PAGE » RIMABA 302F SECRET

€ NUMZROUS DEBRIS SIGITED IN SEARCH AREA, INCLUDING LIFE RAFTS, TIP
TANKS, HELMET BAG OILSLICKX (1654N |1807E), DYE MARKER,

Te SEA‘?CH YILL CCNTINUE IN SAXE AREAS AS h!DICATED IN PARAGRAPH 7,
FPROGRESE REPG'T NUMEER ONE, MINUMUN OF 20 USAF AIRCRAFT (KHC-97, cl
130, C-47, FC~-54, E-57) JILLPARTICIPATE PLUS USN ANDUNCG AIRCRAFT

AS AVAILAZLE,

f. USN PXE, 22 PLUS 00, | SORTIzy USAF C-a7, 16 PLUS 40, 3 SCRTIES:
Lsar 2-57, CFLUS10, 4 SCRTIES; USCG HU-16, 27 PLUSAQ, 3 SCORTIES
SAF ¥C~97, 1JPLUSIO | SCRTIES; USN PM. 9rLUS3%, | SORTIES: USAHF
C-%4, SPLU310, | SOCTIES; USAF C-13C, 9%PLUS 00 10 SORTIES,

S ASSCISTING SURFACE VESSELST USN PT, DEFIANCE: LSN CRAPPLE§ USCC
KUK UI,

1C. USN SALVAGE VESSEL 1IN AREA PICKING UP DEERIS AND TRANSFERRING TO
(3Ce CUTTER KUXKUI, FELMET BAG WITH NAME LOWRY, AC3026918, RECOVERED
AND PASS TO CRAST SITE, KUKUI CONDUCTING CREEPING LINE SEARCH ANC
FECOVERING WRECHAGE, PEEPER TONES REPORTED AND INVESTICATED; NEC-
ATIVE PESULTS. FQLLOJINC CLASSIFIED SECRET1 RUSSIAN VESSEL, POSIT-
IVELY INDENTIFIED (FLAC WITH TAMMER AND SICKLE), SPOTTEL A5 FCLLCYS
3442, 1707C0N 1185%E, KAEDING 210; ©94%Z2, (700N 11815E, HEADING COS%,
CREW Fri(M AF RESCUT 17287 AND FCUR SURVIVORS RITURNIL T0 CLERK AT

PACE ¥ RUMARA 3C2F SECT E T ,
11302, CCWDITION OF CREW CN: COMDITICH OF FUUR SURVIVLRY; wIuck
INJURIEZ, ONE TARNESS, DINGY AND PARWCTUTC (CPEN) FCUND BY CREW OF
172£7; HARNESS STRAFS VERE NOT BURKLEb+-SR—ti

T




FlEO0sISE

i 31 akS CLARK AB PI

TN RUCQSH/HQ ARS CRLANDOQ AFDB FLA

INFC RUCDAA/ZHQ MATS

RUEAHC/HA USAF

DUHLKY/HQ PACARESCUECEN HICKAM AFB HAW
ZEN/DET 2 PACARESCUECEN CLARK AR PI
ZEN/4C5 FTRWG CLARK AB PI

ZEN/HQ 130F CLARK AR PI Jﬁﬂﬁ”“”““ eiﬁﬁmmﬂué?/ //15* .
RUMRDA/ 2AD ANDERSEN AB GUAN e ,UWH Brity of
RUHL XM/ 766RESCUESQ HICKAM AFE HAW

RUMRDA/ 7T9ARESCUELSQ ANDEREEN AB GUAM

T

CONFIDENTTIAL Z1ARS0 50249 12 JUN 65, FOR HQ ARS (ARSCP):
HN MATS (MTCP): He USAF (aF-XOPCF): HQ PARC (COMMAND PCST):

Ho PACAF (PFOCO-")>: A0SFTRW G (WCC): 13aF (COMMAND POST),

1 "'!f“(“ |¥ADC‘ ‘Tl f\DY‘MY\"\ nw DﬁDT

P

2. 31-356 12 JUN 65,

3. MISSION CONTRCL PASSED TO 31ST BY 13TH JSARC,

4, TWO D=-52 AIRCRAFT CRACHED FFCLLOWING MID-AIR CCOLLISION, CalLL
SICN ZELDA 12 AND ZELDA 14 ASSIGNED 3RD AIR DIVISION,

5. 1735N 117]10E
G. WALLACE AIR STATION NQTIFIED |3 JSARC FROM INFORMATION FROM

o0 W
PAGE » RUMABA 269F C ON F IDENTI AL 3 CL el
FETTY 10 AT 17/21102 — '
7. TWELVE PERSONNEL.

2. 1500 SCATTERED VISABILITY MORE THaN 15.
& HU-16 51-5287 AIREORNE AT 2207Z. -

10, HC-97 20115 ASSIGNED ON SCENE COMAND WITH TWO COAST GUARD
MU-1€F FOR SEARCH, MAX FEFFORT SEARCH TO CONTINUE WITH 6 D-57
UNTIL LAST LIGHT. ONE MERCHANT SHIP ARGO IN AREA AND ONE US

taVY FT DEFINANCE ESTIMATING AREA AT 18/0700Z., NIGHT SEARCH TO
INCLUDE FLARE DROQPS TO CONTINUE DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS, RYBOS,
MISSION CavMANDER.

11. HU-16 15287 MADE OPEN SEA LANDING AT 17/2358Z. 5 SOULS
PICKED LP AS FOLLOWS: FRQM CREW ECHO 09 ILT KENNETH B HARTON,
ILT JAMES n COLLIGE III, AND ILT JAMES L ERVES, FROM CREW ECHO
O4- LT COL CHARLED P ANDERMANN, FRM CREW ECHC 04 ONE DESEASED
CAFT JOE FEOBERTSON., SEARCH wiILL CONTINUE FOR MISSING SEVEN CREW
MEMBERS. H-16 15287 L COST NUMEER TWO ENGINE., ATTEMPTING SUR- )
VIVOR EVACUATION FROM Ho-16. NAVY WILL TOW HU-16 TCO CUBI PT NAS.

rr
el




P 1806152
M 31 ARS CLARK AB PI

TO RUCQSE/HR ARS ORLANDO AFB FLA

INFO RUCDAAZHQ MATS

RUEAHQ/HA USAF

RUMLKM/HQ PACARESCUECEN HICKAM AFB HAW

ZEN/DET o PACARESCUECEN CLARK AR PI

Z=N/4C5 FTRWG CLARK AB PI

ZEN/HQ 13AF CLARK AR PI

RU¥RDA/3AD ANDERSEN AB GUAM

RUHLKM/ 76ARESCUESQ HICKAM AFB Haw

RUMRDA/ 794RESCUESQ ANDERSEN AB GUAM

3

CONFIDENTTIAL 31ARS0 50249 1€ JUN 65. FCR HQ ARS (ARSCP):
HQ MATS (MTCP): HQ USAF (AF-XOPCF): HQ PARC (COMMAND F{ITs:

HQ PACAF (PFOCO-H): 40SFTRWG (WCC): 13AF (COMMALNL Foum),

1. RCS: 1-ARS-F1, OPENING REPORT

2, 31-336-18 JUN 65,

3., MISSION CONTRCQL PASSED TQ 31ST BY 13TH JSARC,

A, TWO B-52 AIRCRAFT CRASHED FOLLOWING MID-AIR CCLLISICH, CALL
SIGN ZELDA 12 AND ZELDA 14 ASSIGNED 3RD AIR DIVISICH,

5 1735N 11710E i
6 WALLACE AIR STATION NOTIFIED 13 JSARC FROM INFORMA&TION FROM

PAGE 2 RUMABA 269E CONF IDENTIAL

BETTY 10 AT 17/211C02 —

7. TWELVE PERSCNNEL.

8. 1500 SCATTERED VISABILITY MORE THAN 15,

S HU-16 51-5287 AIRBORNE AT 2207Z.-

10, HC-97 30115 ASSIGNED ON SCENE COMAND WITH TWO COAST GUaRD
HU-16E FOR SEARCH, MAX EFFCRT SEARCH TO CONTINUE WITH 6 B-57
UNILL LADL LilGRle UNE MEROCHANI SHLIF ANGU LN AKEA ANU UNzZ UL
MAVY FT DEFINANCE ESTIMATING AREA AT 18/0700Z. NIGHT SEARCE T10
INCLUDE FLARE DROPS TO CONTINUE DURING HOURS OF [DARKNESS, RYROZ,
MISSICN COMMANDER,

11. HU-16 15287 MADE OPEN SEA LANDING AT 17/23582. 5 SCULS
PICKED UP AS FOLLOWS: FROM CREW ECHO 09 ILT KENNETH B HARTON,
ILT JAMES A COLLIGE 111, AND LT JAMES L ERVES, FROM CREW ECHC
0a- LT CA. CHARLED P ANDERMANN, FRM CREW ECHQ 04 ONE [DEISEASED
CAPT JOE ROBERTSON, SEARCH WILL CONTINUE FOR MISSING SEVEN CRIW
MEMBERS. H-16 15287 LOST NIMBER TWO ENGINE. ATTEMPTING SUR-
VIVOR EVACUATION FROM He-16. NAVY WILL TOw ®i-16 TO CUBI PT NAS,
=



che hospital at 1053L. Crew: RCC Capt Larry C Evans, CP Capt larvin L Palmer,
¥T AlC Charles A Sullivan (USAF Hosp), RS AlC James S Thresher and AlC Leonard C
Walker (L405th CES).

(3) HU-16 Open Sea Pickup Mission 31-336-18 June 1965. Det 2 PARC
Joint Search and Rescue Center notified the squadron ttat two B-52 aircraft had
collided in mid-air. An immediate scramble was initiated and shortly after
arriving on the scene a 3lst Air Rescue Squadron HU-16 spotted two survivors
in their rafts. After effecting an open sea landing, the HU-16 was directed
by a KC-135 orbiting the area, until four surviving anc one deceased crewmemb ers
had been picked up. The HU-16 however, suffered & power loss in one engine and
was unable to take—off. While awaiting surface assistince a large wave struck
propeller of good engine bending the blade. Some surviiors and HU-16 crewmembers
were subsequently transferred to a foreign surface ve:sel, then retransferred
to a U.S. Navy vessel when it arrived on scene. This "essel the Defiance
attempted to save the aircraft, but in towing was lost. Pararescue personnel
continued to render first aid to the survivors during {his entire period.
Mission 31-336~18 was in progress until the 22nd and entailed 70 sorties for a
total of 619 hours. Meanwhile, at Clark the 31st helicopters were active in
related missions. First a KC-135 assisting in the search remained on station
until reaching an emergency fuel state, The aircraft ceclared an emergency and
headed for Clark., Two HH-43's were scrambled to cover the KC-~135. Shortly
after it landed a B-52 with electrical problems and control difficulties declared
an emergency and again two HH-43's were utilized. The H-16 crew: RCC Capt
Anthony A Muehling Jr, CP Lt David W Haines, N Lt Jack C Slocombe, AM SSgt Charles
A Fakkema, RO 3Sgt Bobby R Tyndall, PJ's TSgt William ** Vargas and A1C Colin
Lane,

(4) HU-16 Open Sea Piclup Mission 31-342-21 June 1965, While engaged
in the search mission described above, an HU-16 receiv:d word that an F-102
pilot had ejected from his disabled aircraft in the Scith China 3ea, The HU-16
proceeded to the area and effected an open sea landing, On takeoff rough seas
sheared the float and damaged the aircraft., The surviror was returned to Clark.
Crew: RCC Capt David K Richardson, CP Capt Richard Luid, N Lt John I Glasgow,
AM SSgt David E West, RO SSgt Ralph Schreiner, RS ARC TJohn C Jeffers,

(5) HU-16 Open Sea Air Zvacuation Mission. Waiile deployed in SEA an
HU-16 fram 3lst Air Rescue Squadron was notified that i navy man aboard a U.3.
destroyer was suffering from acute appendicitis. The {U-16 made an open sea
landing in rough seas in the Gulf of Tonkdn and the patient transferred aboard.
He was flown to a base in SEA where a field hospital wis located., CREW: RCC
Capt Harold K Pike, CP Capt John Gjovig, N Capt John ¥ Gilreath, AM SSgt Kearney
V Lundy, RO SSgt Paul L Fait, PJ's TSgt Austin Little and 3Sgt Donald G Smith.

(6) HH-43B Helicopter Pickup Mission 31-355-27 June 1965, While
flying an airborne alert training mission, an HH-4L3B received a distress at
0813L from the wingman of a Philippine AF F-86 pilot who had ejected from his
digabled aircraft., The helicopter immediately headed for the area 15 miles
away. The wingman directed the helicopter into the survivor who was picked
up at 0827L and returned to Basa AB, at 0830L. Crew: RCC Capt James L Wissert,
CP Capt Larry C Evans, MT SSgt Donald J Glassford,



REPLY TO
attn or, JLARSC

SUBJECT: Monthly Historical Report (RCS:

TO: yq ARS (ARCOI)
Orlando AFB, Fla

1.
2.
3.
Le

5.

Te

NAME OF UNIT:

31ST AIR RESCUE SQUADRON
AIR RESCUE SERVICE (MATS)

UNITED STATES AR FORCE
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96274

REPARTING PERIQD:

STATION :

ASSIGNMENT:

COMMANDER :

MISSTIQN:

OPERATIONS:

TYPE A/C
HU-168
HH-{3B
HC-54

HC-97

TOTAL

the month,

MISSION

301:25
15:40
L2:45
QZ:AQ

L52:30

20 July 1965

AU-D5(ARS) 1 - 3C June 1965

31st Air Rescue Squadron
1 June thru 30 June 1965
Clark Air Bese, Philippines

31st Air Re:cue Squadron

Hq Pacific /ir Rescue Center
Air Rescue {ervice

Mlitary AL Transport Service

Lt Col Karo.. F Rybos
338224, Reglar Cammander

To operate :ind maintain assigned search
and rescue ‘:quipnent to search for,
locate and -ecover personnel and/or
aerospace hirdware in support of Air
Force and o:her agencies in global

air and spa:e operations, including
research anl development,

Flying time for the month of June was
as follows:

TRAINING OTHER TOTAL

20:45 7:30 329:40
54255 9:30 80:05
L2: 15
22:59
75: L0 17:00 545:10

a. Squadron mission activity remained at & very high level for

A comparison of the last three quarters clearly shows an

ever increasing upward trend in precautionary oxbits:
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Narrative of Mizsion Report

Classification (c3 fag cwi,,,‘.d io ﬂ#{/ffvw

Pac AHescue Cen effective DMZ? _. under ﬁguluanty of
33 AResous Sq — by ~ —
DET 3 Pac ARescue Cen -

1. This report reflects action taken by Figmo Bravo on
Det 3 PARC Mission Number 630, 23 June 1965. Pigmo Bravo,
HU-16 10058, of the 33 Air Rescue Sq was commanded by
Captain Donald C. Hollfelder, A02227005. Additional orew
members were: Captain Datdd P. Westenburger, 620884,
Co~Pilot; lst Lt Donsld S. Price, A03121056, Navigator;
33gt Frank J. Trombino, AF19484611, Radio-Operatarj

AlC James M. Allen, AF14568604, Flight~-Mechanics

AlC Kldrige M. Neal, AF13753971, Pararestue; and SSgt
Patrick Abermathy, AF14519776, m her)

2. Cronol of Bw

1415 Flgmo Bravo intercepted the following call en UHF
Guard "MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY, This is Fine Two. Pine lesad has
been hit, bailed cut gver tn.rgot, MAYDAY, HLIDLY. MAYDAY™.

At this time Figmo Bravo was on AR Patrol at Coordinates

18110 N 106135 R with Locket 581 and Wingman (two Kavy

A-1H Aircraft) as Resap. Climb was immediately commenced

from 2000 feet, SAR patrol altitude. Captain Bollfelder.
responded to the distress on guard odtaiaing dailont coordinates
and bearing to dimtressed pilot. Simultsnicusly, Det 3 PABC
was notified of the smeggengy via single side band. PFigme
Brave then returned to WEE SAR patrol frquency and advised
Texacoy & U.3. Navy Destroyex, of the emirgemsy. Pine Flight
left distress scene dus %o low ftel.

1420H Pigmo Bravo crossed the cocast of Horth Vietnanm
west bound, 10 milea north of Dong Hoi at 7,000 feet and
climbing. Locket Flight was in loose triil formation.
The coastal weather was 2,500 feet scattired, 5,000 feet
broken, Tops 7,000 feet. Det 3 PARC was notified of pemetration,
eatimate for the search area of 1446H anl helicopters were
Tequested. Bailout position was confirmid as 4 miles weat
of 17 degreea 52' N 105352 E with Pine Tm. Texaso was
advised of our departure from SAR Patrol station and intentions.
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i Thvl
m Det 3 PARC advised"mt Wﬁ"mrm s0 snroute

to the area and that & top cover of fighters was o1 the war.

1440H UEP radio contact was established with UNCAP 32 who had
received a different set of bailout coordinates. [t was mutually
decided that UNCAP 32 would commence search a his coordinates and
Figmo Braeo would commence at 17: 527105 52E.

1446F Figmo Bravo arrived on ssene at 11,000 feet and commenced
an expanding square elotronic search using a two mlle track spacing.

1449H On the third leg of the search patterm a loud distress
homing signal was reseived. Bearings imdicated Fimo Brave was over
the downed pilot. Captalin Hollfelder assumed on siene commard.
‘Uncap 32 was directed to yroceed te 17 52'N 105 52'E at 12,000 feet.
- Locket Flight was sent down to attempt to pin poinb the survivor with
their UHF hamers while meking low rsses: Det 3 ARC was advised
of the sdtuation.

, 02K Uncap 32, Whiplash (P-4C Highcowver) ani Bange Flight
(P+105) were all on station. BHobby 21 and 22 HH-4 Ffs were snrmis.
Weather was low soattered, high broken to overcast with y_@l*rvmn
thunder starms surrounded the area. Pigre Bravo ¢ mmenced dus<c.
6,000 feet for more effective visual and electroni: pin pointing of the
downed pilot. Uncap 32 was to maintain sltitnde, isaikt in vectyring
Hobhy 21 and 22 to the area and keep invert (RADAR) appraised of the
on scens situation.

15308 Locket 581 reported sighiing a pem gun flare from the
downed pilot. Det 3 PARC advised that there wers .mown flack paesitions
5 miles north amd 5 miles south of the bail cut si.e. Location of
flack positions was relayed to all aircraft by Figie Bravo and East/West
flight path was reccommended over the bail-cut siti. Resecap aircraft -
vere furtinir sivised to keep a look cut for troops 110ving into the area,
Logket 581 ackmvl-dged.

H}Z_B_ l‘.lw Bravoe eatablished radie centact 'rith Pine Lead, the
downed pilot en UHF Guard: Pine lead adwised that hs was X and had no
brdken banes. Captain Hollfelder acknovledged, and suggested that he
conserve his rsdio batteries by maintaining radioc ilemse until the
choppers entaered the area. =TA of the choppers wa relayed te Pine leac
as 1550H. Voice sontact with survivor could only 'ie made directly over
his position.

1550H Pine lead again called on Guard statin;; that he was OK and
that the A-1 Rescap had just passed directly over liead. Cgptain
Hollfelder advised that weather had caused a sligh: delay of the choppers.

lead conserve his batteries pending arrival of thh choppers.
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1610 Hobby 22 arrived and commerced a oircling descent from
8,000 feet. While Figmo 3ravo and Locket 581 panted out the downed
pilot's position.

16128 Pine lead began vectoring Hobby 22 irto him an Guard.

1613H Pine lead set off the day end of a Merk 13 Flare. The orange
smoke was clearly visible to all.

161TH Hoist pick-up of Pine lead was comple¢ ted by Hobby 22,
Det 3 PARC was advised.

1618H Locket Flight was assigned to escort Hobby 21 and 22 to
MAKHON PEANQM accompanied by Uncap and Bango aircraft. Figmo Bravo
commenced climb ta 10,000 feet amd relinquished SAR Control to Uncap 32,

16250 Figmo Bravo departed scene east bound at 10,000 feet and
established radio contact with Texaco.

1642H Figmo Bravo recroased the cozst of Ncrth Vietnam at
10,000 feet deseending and reestablished SAR Patrol with Locket 589,
two Navy A-1H's, ax rescap.

1800E Figmo Bravo was released from SAR Patrol by Det 3 PARC.
3+ Specific Comments.

A., Communications with Det 3 PARC were axoellent throughout the
migssion. 3Jervices of Rescap and Top cover airora [t were both adequate
and timel;yo

B. The great value of the UHF distress homer and UHF voice
sommunicatien: employed by the downed pilot csamno: be overemphasised.
Without these elctronic signals, this pilot could not hsve been located
from the atr, He had landsd in & heavily forrest i ares.and his chute
was not visible. ;

Ce A faaster and longer rungs halfcopter stat.cned at NAKEON PHONOM
would immessur reduce time period &mring whiith SAR Forces and survivors
are axposed to possible attack by hostile forces. In this inatance the
on scene time could have be £ 1L fastir helicopters
with IFF Oamfiﬁ%m! plek~up.

D. Cooperation between the various forces on scene was especially
outstanding in view of intermittant UHF contacts :'esulting from the
requirement to constantly change betweer UHP Guarr. for homing/mirvivor

contact and UHF 364.2 SAR Frequemcy for coerdinat: on of on scene
forces. No common VEF coordination was possible cue to an apparent.dack




CQAVEIDENTIA

of operable VHF Rmipment on Uncap and Bangoe Aircraft.

4. Recommendations.

A. Faster and longer range helicopters ahould be plased at NAKHAI
PHANON.

B. SAR Aircraft should have dual UHF equipmert in order to permit
simul tanicus coordination and homing capability ac well as provide
continued capability ahould one of these invalubtle transceivers fail.

7
DONALD C. HOLLPELDER 2
Capte, USAF /U/“’//("%"f :
BCC —
i ? oL eYs) i
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SEARCH AND RESCUE

HH-43Fs at Bien Hoa and Da Nang often relied on U.S. Ar my and South
Vietnamese UH-1 Huey gunships for rescue escort.??

The Douglas A-1 Skyraider, with its 7,000-pound borab load, four
20-mm cannons, heavy armor plating, and excellent loiter capability, met
the needs of rescue escort better than any other aircraft. On May 30, 1964,
six A-1Es arrived at Bien Hoa for duty with the Ist Air Commando
Squadron as replacements for the T-28s and B-26s whch had been
operating there since 1961. The Skyraiders soon showed the mselves to be
rugged, hard-hitting aircraft, well suited to the counterinsurs ency role and
rescue escort.30

In early 1965 the Navy agreed to provide A-1Es for escor duty and sta-
tioned from four to six of these planes at Udorn on a rotating basis. Unfor-
tunately, the Navy could not always meet this commitment be :ause of other
operational considerations. Attempts to fill the rescue escort need in Laos
by flying A-1s from carriers in the Gulf of Tonkin proved insatisfactory
due to the relatively slow speed of the Skyraiders. This forced the newly ap-
pointed American Ambassador to Laos, William H. Sulliviin, to request
more use of U.S. pilots in T-28s than he liked. He, like h s predecessor
Leonard Unger, dreaded the possible political repercussions. '

Sullivan’s fears were never realized. In August 1965, to rieet the needs
of rescue escort over northern Laos and North Vietnam, the 602d Fighter
Squadron (Commando) rotated its A-1Es from Bien Hoa tc Udorn. Two
TAC CH-3Es had, meanwhile, arrived at Nakhon Phanom ¢ n July 5, and
two HH-43Bs moved up from the Mekong River town to Udcrn where they
were joined by two factory-fresh HH-43Fs. The addition of the A-1Es
meant that with the HC-54s in place, and the HU-16s operat ng out of Da
Nang to cover the water rescue mission, a full search and res ue task force
was in Southeast Asia. Over the vears equipment improvec and aircraft
changed but the search and rescue task force of 1965 closely r >sembled that
of 1973 in doctrine, tactics, and procedures.3?

Because of the limitations of the HH-43B/F, the Air Force rescue
capability in Southeast Asia still left a lot to be desired. Neveriheless the Air
Rescue Service had come a long way from the days when the rescue con-
troller in Saigon had to depend on whatever Army, Marine, ¢ r Vietnamese
choppers might be available for a rescue effort. In fact, by Jur e 1965 rescue
missions were being performed which only a year before would have been
all but impossible.

A typical search and rescue for the period occurred on J ine 23, 1965,
when Maj. Robert Wilson’s F-105 was hit by ground fire whilc on a mission
over southwestern North Vietnam. Wilson could not fly his damaged
Thunderchief over a ridgeline, so he ejected. After a normil descent he
found himself suspended upside down in a tree 150 feet abcve the jungle
floor. Wilson managed to swing into a crotch of the tree where he wiggled
out of his parachute harness. He then took out his survival k1ife and cut a
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ESCALATION: 1964-1966

small branch from the tree. Wilson used the branch to snag his seat pack
which contained all his survival equipment. After d awing the pack over to
where he stood, he retrieved his URC-11 survival radio. Wilson contacted
the HC-54 airborne rescue command post called “Crown” which, in
response 1o his mayday, had moved off its orbit ilong the Thai-Laotian
border and now flew nearby. Half an hour later four Air Force A-l
Skyraiders droned into view and contacted the survivor. Soon the pilots
spotted Wilson’s chute and, after radioing the downed pilot’s exact position
to Crown, flew to an orbit several miles away so a; not to reveal Wilson’s
location to any enemy troops that might be lurking nearby. Had Wilson or
the A-1 pilots spotted the enemy, the A-1s would have attacked them with
20-mm cannon fire, rockets, and fragmentation bombs. Ninety minutes
after Wilson’s ejection, an HH-43, from a forward operating base in Laos,
showed up. Wilson fired off a small flare that was purt of his survival equip-
ment. The Huskie pilots spotted it and moved their chopper directly
overhead while the parajumper lowered the penetrator through the foliage.
Wilson grabbed it, strapped himself on, and b:gan his ascent to the
helicopter. A few hours later, safe at the Nakhon Phanom officer’s club,
Wilson set up drinks for the chopper pilots. The 1ext day he returned to
Korat.?’

Of course not all HH-43 rescue missions wert so smoothly, and the
enemy sometimes bested the search and rescue tas'c forces. On September
20, 1965, Capt. Willis E. Forby’s F-105 was hit by Jarge calhiber antiaircraft
fire while attacking a target near Vinh, North Vie:nam. Forby turned his
damaged F-105 toward Laos and ejected a few min ates later. His wingman
circled until he received a signal from the downed »silot’s survival radio in-
dicating he was alive. Then Crown launched two H:4-43s from a Lima Site.
All seemed normal as Captain Forby dispensed sinoke to mark his exact
location and make voice contact with one of the rescue choppers piloted by
Capt. Tom J. Curtis. Forby did not know that eremy troops had hidden
themselves in the jungle all around to make him the live bait on a flak trap.
Captain Curtis was concentrating on holding the chopper in a hover near
the survivor when several black clad figures steppi’d from the underbrush
and fired their automatic weapons. The helicopter shivered as bullets im-
pacted, then it dropped into the trees. In an almost automatic response, the
pilot of the second helicopter, orbiting above as part of the search and
rescue task force, moved in to pick up any survivor: as A-1s blasted the sur-
rounding area. Again the troops opened fire forcin 3 the backup chopper to
pull up and return to the Lima Site. Crown called tor a massive rescue task
force but the armada of A-Is failed to find any trace of the downed men.
Tom Curtis spent the next seven years as a prisoncr of war in North Viet-
nam. His copilot, Ist Lt. Duane W. Martin remained a prisoner of the
Pathet Lao. Martin escaped captivity a year later. He was, however,
murdered by a Laotian peasant before he could bt rescued.?*
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and escort them to safety on foot. However, helicopters were the
key elements of most SARTFs, and desplite their limited capabili-
ties, the HH-43s greatly improved combat rescue op:rations in
Southeast Asja. By mid-1965, rescues were being performed that
just a year earllier would never hava been possible 34
A typlcal HH-43 rescue mission took place on .une 23, 1965,

when an F-105 was shot down over North Vietnam. Afte. maklng a
distress call, the pllot ejected from his crippled ship and began
a normal parachute descent. As he broke through tte jungle can-
opy, a tree snagged his chute, and the pilot found himself sus-
pended upside down 150 feet above the ground. He mindaged to swing
himself into a crotch of the tree and free himself “rom his para-
chute harness. Using the emergency radio in his su-vival kit, the
downed pllot made contact with an HC-54 rescue airp ane that had
set up an orbit near the area in response to the di: tress call.
Half an hour later, fcur A-1Es arrived on the scene and located
the su:vivér's position. Shortly thereaftcr, an HH-43 from a for-
ward operating base in Laos came into view. The downed alrman
fired off'a signal flare. Spotting it, the HH-43 maneuvered over-
head and lowered its cable and penetrator--a device lesigned to
penetrate the thick Jjungle canopy--down to the survisor. The
F-105 pilot grabbed it, strapped himself on, and was hoisted
aboard the helicopter. A few hours later, the rescucd man was
celebrating his deliverance at Nakhon Phanom officer s club.35

Not all rescue missions were so happlly resolved. Sometimes,
the enemy's reslstance not only blocked recovery attempts but also

caused addlitional loses. Such was the case when on feptember 20,
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