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The Space Walk

120 miles up. _;
Aatronaut White floats
over Lower California
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THE FROGMEN ON PICKUP DUTY
I:ﬁ oid carvier Wasp, usually out

o pie

Hes SUpersirniciy

abwork, Har
tabla and
apparaius for testing the
after their returm A0

i tim Evary [right}
sbicad jum

plhar naw

kot e 20-
they had bo ms
stub tarks and about the
threat of sharks=—ane had swum
indar tha & an  hey
b Griggam mnd lokn
Young after their Hight fast Apri

Tt 4 plimked down

1 wdid sbigping oull 15
Ity rehoarsed but sl
eptien aboard the Wasp

BO




VIGIL conmwurm

ALL READY—-BUT
NOT CALLED ON

"u;u]r Honadubu Mick Klimis wait
ad theough tha fowr days in 8 hang-
ar which had the expectant air of
a fimehouse. A5 @ senior master
sefpeant. Klimie wes straw boss
af the 76th Air Rescue Sguadron
whith was on duly el Hickam Ak
Force Bage—ag other squadrons
were in 17 othér bages arcund the
world=—waiting for the alarm that
might came. I Gaminl 4 landed
off target i the Morth Pacific, two
big planes were ready dulside the
hangar to rush pars-réscue man
io the scens, drap thém and a flo-
fation collar into the sea and
‘duckbuti”—circle owerhead—un-
il g recovery ship arrived, For a
weeak before the arbig, Klimis’ man
had rehoarsed spacecraft racover-
iem. Twace thay jemped inte 12-
foot seas &t night te sttach Fola-
tian gear to dutnmy capsulas
Afthowegh tha prospact of 8 pos-
sible Gomini rescus excited sanms
of the younger hands, Klimis took
it n a weleren's sinde. He had al-
ramdy backed up throe of the pre-
winia manmad flights and he had,
in fact, salvaped eight different
peces of space hardware—from
mizsile noge eones to film can-
igars, He had oven helped per-
fect the mflatabla. coliar which
kept the space craft afioat. Four
yemrs ago when Gus Grsgom's

Mercury capsule sank. Klimis wos
watching from an airplane 1,000
fend overhead, “We could have
gatten that collar on the thing,
he recalls, "bot the Navy newer
even saked us to help. Thoy just
=it tharg with thasr hedicopterg and
maca wives.'

Sinca Gaminis orbital paths
b’"{k.lghl ihe Asironauls over his
area three limes 8 day, Khimis kit
hig station in the hangas onby for
maals. Al might he &lépt in the
alert office or sacked out in &
sleeging bag on hs parachute-
ripging tmble. By day he worksd
an & new parachute harmess he
his invented and muaed about the
tima—he clearly eavisions it—
whan para-rescue men will ply
their trade in outer space. “All they
have to da I8 give us the naces-
sary toals and triining.” ha says,
“and wa're up thers toa, Mo para-
chute, lust two [et tenks. open
the hatch, mowe aut, conneat with
the guy in trouble, and that's all
Tha only difference batwasn what
wira godng now and whst wall
be doing then, | guess, is ong of
altitisdie aind bechnology.”
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CLKat squadron beiefing dsing
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mora than 450 perackardis jumps



