
16 PAGES 0 

he pace Walk 

41e4  
"It  we.  • 	er 

120 miles up. 

Astronaut White floats 

over Lower California 

JUNE 18 • 1965 • 35C ;A 



THE FROGMEN ON PICKUP DUTY 
T me, Wasp. usually 0.Jt 

a rine petrol in the Agar-
tit nun all spruced up for het tog 
now rare to plck up the Gemini 
elbeWS, Her superstructure bris-
tled with newly installed commu-
nications gear for tuning in on the 
worldwide network. Her sick bay 
carried a tilt table and other new 
medics.' pope/ague for testing the 
spacemen after their velum. All 
week LI. g.) Martin Every (tight) 

and his frogmen practiced iumOing 
from a helicopter into the sea to 
recover a durr.my  spacecraft and 
stand-In Astronauts. They wooled 
about the 20- or 30-foot lump 
they had 10 Make Carrying heavy 
scuba oxygen tanks and about the 
throat of sharks—one had swum 
under the Spacecraft when they 
rescued Gus Grissom end John 
Young after their Hight last April 

The real Gemini 4 plunked down 
56 miles from the Wasp. Every. 
mew flew there, jumped. ettached 
the flotation collar, and. only 55 
minutes from splashdown. Mule 
and McDivitt were Stopping out 10 
the carefully rehearsed but still 
rousing recommit aboardtne Wasp 

MINI■ENI 

Standing .n ho commend cover 
shooed the Wasp, beer Admire via 
liam M. McCormick (above) drays 
eircraft and Ono dasurtorn.n • deal; 
retwww for the ...Ornery cotreacm 

Intorno  fat another 'loran to ad ;sr 
at dwtg get, It. (1l) &MOM Cern 	• 

whom crew was the (wet into the 
volt, Fr the reef recovery. prepare. 	) 
for e practice woo inn tobeopter. 
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VIGIL CON ,  VIRI 

ALL READY-BUT 
NOT CALLED ON 

Nom Honolam Nick Klima wad. 
ed through the four days in a hang-
ar which had the expectant air of 
a firehouse. As a senior master 
sergeant. Klimis was straw boss 
of the 76th Air Rescue Squadron 
which was on duty at HiCkam Air 
Force Base—.as ether squadrons 
were in 17 other bases around the 
world—waiting for the alarm that 
might come. If Gemini 4 landed 
off target in the North Pacific. two 
big planes were reedy outside the 
hangar to rush pare-rescue Men 
to the scene, drop them and a flo-
tation collar into the sea and 
"thickbute.circle overhead—un-
til a recovery ship arrived. For a 
week before the orbit HMOs' Titan 
had rehearsed spacecraft recover-

set twice they jumped into 12-
loot seas at night to attach flota-
tion gear to dummy capsules. 

Although the prospect of a pal-
siblo Gemini rescue excited some 
of the younger hands. Klink, took 
u tn a veteran's stride. Ito had al-
ready backed up three of the Pth -
vious manned flights and ha had. 
in fact. salvaged eight different 
Deices Cl space hardware—from 
missile nose cones to film can-
•siers. He had even helped per-
fect the inflatable cotter which 
kept the space craft afloat. Fotn 
years ago when Gus Gissom's 

Mercury capsule sank. Kith's was 
watching from an airplane 1.000 
feel overhead. 'We could have 
gotten that collar on the thing." 
he recalls. "but the Navy never 
even asked us to help. They just 
sot there with thee helicopters and 
made waves " 

Since Gemini's orbital paths 
brought the Astronauts over his 
area three times a day. Munia left 
his stetson in the hangar they for 
meals. At night he slept in the 
alert office of sacked out in a 
sleeping bag on Ns parachute. 
egging table. By day he worked 
on a new parachute harness he 
has invented and mused about the 
time—he clearly envisions it—
when pare-rescue men will ply 
their hada in outer space. "All they 
have to do is give us the neces-
sary tools and inuring." he says. 
"and mire up there too. No para-
chute. keit two let tasks. open 
the hatch, move out, connect with 
the guy in trouble. and that's all 

The Only difference between whet 
we're doing now end whet well 
be doing then. 1 guess, is one of 
altitude and technology." 

Matta Sergeant Klimis avails 
ON at touadron beweag Sing 
the Kira ItS•no. Al. has been a 
She Au Fore* 17 years and made 
mons then 450 Pefathute OuenPo 


