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CENTRAL InTSLL!DEHDB AGEnCY 

Vietruw to US a.tr •trike•, including the u•• ot h~'IY bC!l\b0.1'&, o.il!!ed at 

d<.urtroying fight·e:r> atJd bomber airer.an and ewtae~-to .. air missiles in 

]., Preseiit C""'""11ot Rerulin£ o'f the Sitmtion. :rn f'o.iling to ""'Jre 

a-n:y Jll€!$UiP-g.ful r~spooo:e to the 1tpause.~ ir the DRV httJ;i. plaio),y inQ.ie:ated tlm:t 

~t iS pre~ed to accept not only a eontinw:ttion Of US air att~C~$ o~ 

militai';• onit traneyorlation targets oouth of tho. 20t!i j)M"allel, out aloo a 

C?ns~de:rable risk tPa.t the US will extend such nttu.cks northward~ The USSR, 

by £'1!'PJ.;ying lim:ited "'""b•r• or f'ighters, l!AMB, and light oomb~r• to the 

DRV, probably h:Op@'S to deter the ITS f'rcm air atte.ckp in t'he Hluloi-Raiphong 
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these ~JlOUS to be the pri~ deterrent factor; the deW;r;rent effect 

wu.ld re:st more in the: l'.'tte'°gnition b~ .. the US tba.t to e:tte.c-K this element <:rf 

Soviet sup;pol"t tor the DRY v\l'!lld l"'isk in"IQlif1n.g Moscow even D10l"B deeply. 

"h addition, the c-iota may be tooting ua det~mnation tiJJ:Oi;lgh intro-

duction or off'enaive b'Omber& int-0 the 11at10l 1 "Banetuary•; and, if th;ta 

provok~s no :reaetion.i it my well 'be the St.vitJJt/DRV irrtentiQn to proceed 

vith creating: a :!!d.zable OffertSiV@- air threat -ca.JJablf!' ot suppqrting a m.jor 

llllV thl'rult into S<>\tth Vietmrui and/or 1.<o.o•." Peipt1>!1'<· o.wr•heo3iOM 

p::ropaga,tula, its civil defense .measure.a, and its pu'bll-c and private statemE:?nta 

to outs:'lde:ri;i, but it is evidently pl'.'t:p&Ted to acee11t this :r1:sk~ 

jet--eapsble a:ir-tields ~rul SAM lites votild. 'be ree.d by Hanoi to mean thftt 

military tttrgeta an~f\lht!ll:'"I!- in too DRY we:z-e oot uafe t.rom. US attacks and 

that the eba.11ces of' fUtur~ !3:tta:<:ks on u;rban centers nnd/'<'Tt' i11&ustr:tal 

l>olieve that tbe US """ r""lfy tQ "Pl>ly subotaotiallY -ter :fO'.t'Ce if 

needed to attal.n it• stated obje<>the of stopping ll!lV iot..rvei:rUon in 

- 2 • 
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my not be ao limtell 1n soope "" th« US hs$ .,.vowe<i, Tbey reoogni:z.e the 

vulnerability of thai:r cit;es aM. inlluotry to US or US-aide<! derlal 

over the pnet decade could b~ wlped. out ir1 short o:rder~ 

t<> l>e influenced by it" estilMte of the Uke.l;y <OUI"•e of tbe war in the 

South bolote:rod by th• """''"'Y of tile Viet Minh viot-Ory over the French tl.lld 

lly i ta do>ctrino.l connot:lon tbo.t it• det<>rmlno.tion t<> OUllt.o.in a prolo~ged 

and grioding otruggle will prove otronger tlum tho.t o:f the ti$. !t 

;probably th1nks th.at~ given pre.Bent VC nd.litary strength and tbe p-ol:i'tical 

~gil_ity or the SaJ.gott reg:.t..me, C<m11111l.t1:i~t ;f'Ol'ce-s in. south Vietnam. are 

movi.ng tO'llllrd '1ictoriaa ..,q,1ch could on.ck thei>: edver...,.ieo' will to 

obje-etive.t'!, and. th~ vindication of ita d.<:tetrinal. belief' in the inevit&ble 

- 3 -
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!tt.llitary st.:rat<igy or oooie tl.met•hle in r<>ilJlOO•e to the US strike•. 

Ifevertheleas,. ror psych<>log1""1. effect oo beth C"""""'isto snd anti· 

CC1111ID.Un:iftt:s~ Hanoi .::r:u.lght order retaliatory Vieo't Cong mids, eta.bot.age, 

or sneak a.tta¢k~ on. mjor baees or ioe-tallntionn in Sou.th V'ietnam. 

For oiml.1= reaaOllo, 111uwi -- p<>rlll<ps e1W"""1g<d by Peiping -­

wllul.d. a.lJnost certainly ro-e:lOlllli:m> the po•~1oittty of otr!l<iug at 

the Ull eo:rrier roree in the Tonkin Gt!l.t by sea or f'roD! tlle air 

US iast.llation.s i11 South Vl.etnein. Though Hanoi vould probably 

great, tbe errect or a oMc•••f'ul. at ts.ck wu.ld by p•:f"holopoe.lly so 

.. dvantageoo.s that Jlruloi "1g!lt "'1ke the att-t a i"t hall the capability. 

"" believe the>' vould net <1.0 oo. l!ano1 "llOUll\ eertainly ~ontinu.e and1 

to tlle extent poo"1ble, otep cy ito 1mpport of th• Viet Cong e.nd "°"ld 

alD!ost certal.llly seek to .1n.;leet an 111crea•ing nU1Dll<'n' or llorth net­

-•• line unit• int<> Viet Cong forces vl.th little or no <>.!'fort at 

coo.c.~t. 'Il1e tee.rs enl!""d.er<>d b7 the US "t;ombings vou.l.d. prob&l>ly 

not destroy ll&l<>i' • d•tem:);nation o~ loo•en its control of Ute couetry. 

lndeod, it m.l.gl:tt mve the "1'!"•1-te effect or rallying th<> :pO'P\llat:l:on 

behiwl th• ,..,,g!ma. 
- 5 -

-or
1
°] S-E-C-~-E-T 

~~.......J-

7/22/2006 3:12 PM 



:::IA FOIA . SNIE 10·6·65· PROBABLE COMMUNIST REACTION... http://www.foia.cia.gov/browse _docs_ full.asp?doc _ no=OOO 1166390&! .. 

9of13 

C-ii<t• bav<> pl'OfMsed to believ-e all along toot the US would 

exp<>nd its ntr strikes, the t<>ml>ing of $!..)! sites ru><1. airfield• north 

of the 20th Jl'U"'lLel vool.d •tSU bo :l'O@U'dod in Peiping ao a 1"".Jor 

the US is n.es:ria.g " llllmil:tatill{! der....t :!.~ the S<luth, "'"'1 nll urgo 

llanoi to stand firlil whtlt&VO.l" the oost. The use <:ff 8.1.C 1x>l!bers vould. 

increase Feip;ing1 a cOnt;::e.ru that e'\-entu:ally _these ntn:tegic fo:rces 

inl'ltten-ce 1n the i nt6l"nat1onal Oomtttuni Gt movement and in the uElO:eT..-

8. lt. is likely that llanO:i. wuid request -- and that tbe 

- 6 -
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they could be· based :1 n North Vietnam. The1 wouI.d not '\11 o:h to uae base a 

in Clrlna b~a.u.se o:r the r.i sk of US r-etalia.lA:-:ry &tl'lkes again.at the~e 

Viistnrun all an earnest o:r their commitment to defend thei:t> o.lly 1 'bu.t 

"• do not oeH<>V<l ba®>ing of a.irtie:lds and SAM sit.•• '"'1Uld bring ll&noi 

to th• point or "ceepting ~w::h "n ofter by Feipins. !lol.e•• aud ,mtil 

Peiping concluded that the existence of tile Ka.noi ng:tme wa• in danger, 

it l":"lld pr<>baoly oot uoHntet"!l.1Y send a "rescue m:lo•ion" into llorth 

m:i.d oc<hlit:loool air depl~nts in S<n;tth Chim with the· obj oct:I ve of 

det..,.r:lng the US fi"Ool :rurth.e;t' b®iOing•r. 

Probable soviet Reactions 

.from. the Strategic A1.r CO'ln.t:M.nd, VOuld. provoke a c.riais for Soviet policy. 

So t'$.l" tho Soviets have been pur&Uing tbre~ Bomel<o'ha-t :LneoMistent 

JI! 'l"ne lli,,.,ctor of In.telligenc.e and Re$"""'cn, l'>opartmoot of St&te, 
believe• that the asaumod vi;o1""1" IJll "1l' "tta.eko on major l':llrl' tar­
get• vOOld l)l'obtl.bly evclt" the employmmt over l<-orth Viet"""' <Yf CMnese 
ail" defense i"rom, bases; in Chi ea. ~t deployment of' Chinea:e air­
era:rt to Sou.th China, the a.m:iarent e·ampletion of an ai'.l'field just 
Mrth of the DRV l>Order, and "xpl1oJ.t Chinese mt..ients oUeging 
villingnegn to nccept US bombing of China, suggest Chln~se rea.d.ines~ 
to teot US aaoert11ln• that no ""uotuney ..-ill neceo ... rll.y exist should 
l'$ip!og provido itlljl<>rtant D"±'!'Ort to J.!&001 • 
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t'i:nte to e.:VOid becoming overly in110-lvea ;in the preseut US-DRV con.t'l"oo.tti-

further in"""'"" the llRV' s of.fenoh'" eap&bUity. They b""'" &IJP"""'O:t.ly 

boped tb.11.t, in v:Lev or the sitwtioo in Sooth VietMl!t, tbe U$ vould 

soon"1" or lo.t<n' have to ""gotiftte its way out of tbe "'1.l'. Tl1'' p<>st• 

ulatnd. US actions vould strikll a l>le>v at such calcu:t.o,tioru> alld vould 

inv<>l.veoient vou.ld be. greater then they Md .,&sllll!ed. In )l!U'ticw.i..-, 

thel't!! ~d be a greater l.o:tJs of p-Ais:tige 1_n ignottns any eaS11.ll.lties 

p""1l:tptly with r'l!V re'l,U••t• to provid<! substitut~• fer those ""8.pons 

$lf"t.e!d• de~trcl"'d by tn• 1lS attack, thou.Sh they .iight not again 

,n-ovide b<:!lllli<i:r e.:lrcxatt. !t :!.s also probable tbat ll!Ore Si>viet 

persorutel. "<>Uld be S"PJ>lien to .mn OllOb equ:l.J)IOet;t, J!o&OOV l!light 

even e.ek.ruYtfleoO.g& a Soviet ~aence in th~ hope Of' d-ete.rring the 

0$ 'b'O:m :f'u:rther' attseksI i;;}JOt,t,g;."':l °t-hiEl WQuld r1Sk .fl. f\ll"'th&r 109.S Of 

• B -
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11, Th" B<:w:l et• vould el,,,.rly r<1o<>gniz<> tho ~r of oont!wed. 

<>se .. lation, par1'1oularfy since SAC ·hsil ooen employed. llen<to, they 

wou.ld probably u:rg<> l!llnoi to opon u:p political ;.venu•• fer oonholl!ng 

the c:on:tlii::t l;:l.nd woW.d pl,1,t '{'lreasu.re on the US- t.o :stop lh'"mlbins and "tq 

negot1s:te,. soviet pressuxea would be e-Jterted in a variety of -forums,,. 

bttt th~ imvi s demonstnted unwlllingnesa to in.v-olve the UN in Vietoam 

make• it unlikely tmt that orgnn would boo""" " mjor pol!:t.ical b<l.ttl.e 

ground. US-Soviet !'fllationo would turlhor dotnrioi;ate. lf tbro eri•i• 

deepened and l!.o.nci oho•o to oohtitlu" the o'l:Nl;gl•, the S<:>v.!.ets wuld 

l.Z. U l!all.ot otood a"""'1.nt a.,ai"1<t negotiation, it :lo p<>ol>ible 

th!>t the St>v1eto, r"eo!!l'i•ing th• grmn,,; chances ¢f' being :roreed t<> 

price o:r baol<l.ng d""1l and thereby honding China a m11.jor politica1 

v:ktory aud Yeekoni:ng it• om P'-"'•ti!!ll' and 1ntlu$noe t~out the 

vo:eld.* 

* So• Assistant Chief of !tt:a:f'f, Intelligence, U&\11' footnote to 
pa.ragrnph 4, Jlat!'! 4. 
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13. Th'u;a 1!.i tb.i!! af'tertt!.&th or the us attacks, ~ think the 

Sovl'.<!ts WOJ.tld problibl)' o<>~elulle that they ll<ld ltttle <:llOioe but to 

ine:reaae aid. to the .DR\"~ If thf!! w:r continued witbout tbe pro.apee·t 

oi' Ul"-l.llW n.el!Ptietio..,., the Soviet• """1l.d probo.bly ortend new 

the US, What ttrecise moves MOe:c:Olf wv.ld. •ks in thi& direction 

"""1d t!epend greatly <:>n H<l.n¢' s demands, on tlle M.tur~ sn<'I d•!P"'• 

of Chl.neoe involvement, ""d on how tho Soviets .interpreted US 

elltioo.o aod o.otim.ted Ull intention.s, 
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