


The rescue alert crew scrambled within two minutes of notification and '
immediately after takeoff started receiving an emergency beeper tone on'
guard channel over the UHF radio, With direction finding equipment on
the HH-43F it was determined that the signal was coming from the east,
Capt Layman, the Rescue Crew Commander, immediately proceeded towards the
emergency signal flying at approximately 300 feet above the ground in an
effort to maintain visual ground contact in the heavy rain and low ceil-
ings., Aw the helicopter approached a position approximately 5 miles east
of Bien Hoa Air Base, the direction finding needle started giving erratic
readings and rotated aimlessly, At this time flares were being dropped
immediately to the east and several bursts of automatic tracer fire were
observed within a few hundred yards of the helicopter. The downed pilot
had landed on the edge of a firefight between elements of the st Air-
borne Division, US Army, and the Viet Cong. As homing indications for
the emergency beeper signal were still erratic, and due to the observed
ground -fire, Capt Layman initiated a random pattern search to provide as
ellusive a target as possible to the Viet Cong. During this time all
crew members were especially vigilant to observe flares s Strobe light or
flashlight signals, and guard channel was continuously monitored for
emergency transmissions from the downed pilot. During this period the
flares ceased dropping but sporadic ground fire was still ,observed,
After five minutes of intensive search it appeared likely that the F-100
pilot was unable to signal the rescue helicopter due to injuries received
on ejection or upon making ground contact during darkness and with winds
gusting to 30 knots, Another possibility was that he had been captured
by the Viet Cong, If the downed pilot was unable to contact the helicop-
ter the only way he could be rescued would be by visual sighting from-the
helicopter utilizing floodlights to provide necessary illumination, All
crewmembers with the exception of the pilot (Capt Layman) armed their
AB-15 automatic weapons and, with the copilot (Major Hayes) scahning to
the left, the helicopter mechanic (TSgt Blaquiere) scanning to the right,
and the pararescue technician (A2C Donegan) scahning to the rear, Capt
Layman turned on all external floodlights and the landing light and
bbought the helicopter down to 50 feet where he initiated sweep searches
of the general area at about 20 to 30 knots airspeed, After five minutes
the primary helicopter was joined by another rescue helicopter which
aided in the search. Both helicopters continued to receive very erratic
bearings from the emergency radio beacon. For another five minutes the
search continued with both helicopters searching at low speed within 50
feet of the ground with all external floodlights on., During this time
the helicopters were extremely vulnerable targets and all crew members
were in great personal danger from hostile small arms and mortar fire,
Tracer fire continued to be seen and one mortar round was ohserved to
explode, Most of the search effort was conducted over and between the
American and Viet Cong positions, When the US Army first sighted the
helicopters they ceased firing while the helicopters were in their line
of fire. Once the search commenced all tracers and mortar fire observed
by the helicopter crews were of Viet Cong orgin. At the end of 20 min-
utes searching, including over ten minutes under extremely hazardous con-
ditions, the downed pilot was spotted simultaneoudily by two crew members.
Capt Layman landed immediately in front of the pilot, and while Major
Hayes covered the area to the left, and TSgt Blaquiere covered the area
to the right, Airman Donegan ran to the pilot who was crouching by a bush,
and ledito the helicopter. The apparently uninjured pilot was then re-

turned to Bien Hoa Air Base and released to the base dispensary for ob-
servation. ILater qu,s‘tionii‘xﬁ of the downed F-100 pilotsgndicg-ed that












