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TS §# 18508

CENTEAL IXNTELLIGENCE ALGENCY

P Jupe 196%

SUTE L0-6-65r PROFABLE DOSNIET BEACTTONS PO CERTALR U8 ACTIONS

To estieate the reactions of the USSR, Communist China, =od North
Tetoan 1o US atr strikes, incivding the use of heavy boghern, simed at
deptroying fighter snd bopher aireraft and surfece-to-glipr missiles dun

Horth Vietnam.

THE BSTDAATE

L. Present Ocaxmanist Remding of the Bituation. Yo falling to meke

eny meanipgful tesponse to the "pause,” the DEV hes pleinly indiceted thet
it ig prepered to ac.;mgt not only & contimuation of U air sttecks on
militatry and trensportstion targets souwth of the 200h paralliel, but aleo &
considerable rish that the U will extend such atiucks northwavd, The USSR,
by supplylng Ximited murbers of fighters, SAMs, and 1ight bombers to the

DRY, probably hopes to deter the US from alr attecks in the Haned-Eaiphong
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aren, The Sovlets would not copsider the aotunl combet cepubllities of
these wenpoms o be the primsry deterrent fecte; the deterrent effect
would rest pore fn tha recognitinn by the US that to atiack this element of
Soviet support for the DRV would sdsk ipvolving Hosoow even more deeply.
"fa addition, the Copmnisis pay be testing US determisation through intro-
guetion of offensive busbere into the Fanol 'seactaary’ s and, I this
provokes no veastion, it may well be the Soviet/oRY imtention to procsed
with creating o sizable offensive aly threst capsble of supporting a major
IBY thrast lmbo South Vietmsn snd/or Tscs.” TPelping's apprehensions
regarding an extensicn of US air aiiascke northwerd are evident In its
propegande; its civil defense measures, and its public and privwce stabements

to matsiders, but it is evidently prepared to accept thils »isk.

?r(}b@blﬁ IHY Rescilons

2. Inm light of thede clroumstances, attecks on Horth Wietoam's
Jet-capshie sivielids and 85M sites would be resd by Henol o @ean that
military targets anyvhere in the DRV were oot safe from US sttacks and
that the clmnces of faturs atbucks on wrben cenfers sndfor fnfustrial
tgrgeta were greatly loaressed. The IRV leaders would slmeost ¢erteinly
telieve that the US. was ready to epply substentlally greater fores if
eoeded fo atitaln 1ts ziated objective of stopping DBV iantervention in

douth Vietmem, It would sleo reinforee their cobpern thet UE obleciives
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pay not be ap limited in seope es the US has avoved, They recoguize the
palnerstiiity of thedy cities and industry tn T8 or US-aided serial
hombardment and realize that their lsborious efforts at industrialization

pyer the pest Gecade could be wiped out to short ordee,

3.  Henoi's fecisions, kowever, probebly bave been atid #ill egntinue
to be infiuenced by its estimate of the Likely course of the var in the
Sarth bolstersd by the memory of the Vied Minh victory over the French end
by its dvctrical convistion that i+ determination to spatain a profonged
end grioding struoggle vill prove sbrouger theo fhet of the US. It
probably thinks that, given present VO military gtrongth and the politioal
frogility of the Baigon regime, Commumist fogces in Soudh ¥ieloan are
mﬂﬁg toward vietories which conld crack thelr adverssries’ will to
continue the strugale. Tr so, Honel might fesl that punisbtuent firom the
siv wonld be sn sceaptable pries to pey for the schievement of 1ts political
opjestlives, and the vindication of its docirinal bellief in The inevitable

sueeess of s "People's Wer."

., The present Probilem pogtulates specified vehlcles of attack,
{.8., B-508, and precizely ppecifiesd targets, i.e., the foviet-asupplied
SAME and jet Fighter and light Jet bomber mirerert (IL-282), the former
iscated clope io to Bancl, the latter located in the northerly aress of

North Vietesm, and acks owr esbimste of probable wenetioms under the

T i C o BT
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5. If Bapoi aid persevers, it would be uniikely 1o reviee its
wilitary strategy or pasie btimetable in responae to the U5 gtriked.
Hevewtheless, for paychologiesl effeet on heth Commmniete and andl-
Posmanists, Hanod might order ratalistory Viet Cong vaids, sobolags;
sr aneak atbacks on malor bases or installations in South Vietnam.
Fer similsar pessons, Baned -- perimps eswowraged Ly Palping -~
would elmost certainly re-examine the posglbility of striking at
the TS carrier foree ip ths Tomkin Gulf by ses or from the aly
and would certainly stwly the feasiBliivy of an aly etrike against
U5 installations io Sowth Vietnem. Thomgh Henol would provably
estimate thet the chences of pericusly dameglag U8 forces were mob
great, the éf‘fﬂcﬁ of p succeseful sttack would by psychologleelly so

ndvantagesus that Hanol might mnke the attempt (F it bhad the capability.

§. If the US strikes had destroyed iheir elr offensive oape-
bilittes, the North Vietnmmess might eonsider an overd invesion of
Sopth Vietnmm. DBecause of the grest rlsks of guch an action, howe¥eY,
we believe they would pot 4o go. Baool wowld certalnly moptimee and,
toe the extent possible, step w tte support of the Vied Cong and vemlvri
alzost eertainty seek o funlect an lveressing pobey of Horth Vit
psmese iipe wnits into Viet Cong forees with little or no effort eb
cotgeslment, The Fesrs engendered by the US bonbings woudd pfohably
not desptroy Hanol's determination ox joozen ita control of the couniry.
‘fndesd, 1t might have the opposite effect of rellying the population

behind the rvegime.
-5 -
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7. Trobadle Chinese Coomndet Resmctions. Although the Chinese

Comunisbe have profesged to believe all along that the US would
expand its sir strikes, ihe bombing of SAM mites snd nirfields nordh
of the 20tk parallel would still be regarted in Peiplng as & wajor
aud perioms development. However, the Chiness lesdsrs probably ere
more optimistie then Henol, snd mertaitly more s0 than Mostow, that
the U is neering & bemiliating defest in the Somtl, and will uree
Hanol bo stand firs whatever the post. The use of SAU boubers wemgkd
inevesse Felping's concarn that eventunlly these stratepic forees
mighit be usedl against turgets In Ohine, parbicalarly in neelear
attacks against advanced wenpone Tacllities. Nevertholegs, the
Hhiness would feel a strong need to do sxmething more to help the
Horth Vietosumess, and to prevent Momeov from gelming mors infinencs
fp Eemod and in the Vietnsmese sibuetion in gederal. They would
piao seek to explofi the situwation to further weaken Howoow' 8
influence in the internationsl Commmiet movement and in the under-

developsd worid.

B. Tt is likely that Osuci would request -- and thet the
Uhinepe would provide .- sdditionel support; e.g., grousd eqiiy-
nent and persomael for alr defetse purposbes or engineering help
for sonstrusting and repaiving alrfields. The Chinese probably

would alwo supply flsbter aircrefd writbe on request, providing

htip://www.foia.cia. gov/browse_docsjull.asp?doc_no=000} 1663904ct...
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they conld be based im Norih Vietnam. They would not wich T use baoes
inm China bessuse of the risk of U8 retaliatery ghrikeys againat these
vages.® The Chinese might offer to send ground eowbat troops to Horth
Yiatnam a8 mn earnest of their oommdtment ty defend thely nlly, dub

ws do #ot believe bambtng of airflelds and GAM gites woukd bring Bsnol
to the point of eceepting such an offer vy Peipimg. Ifaless sid untdl
Peiping conciuded that the exigtence of the Hanod reglne was in danger,
1t wenld probebly not unilaterally send a "resoue mission” indo Horth
Yietuam. Pelping might, Bovever, meke threatening troop movenents

ni pdditional alr Geployments in Soutk Ohina with the ohizciive of

daterring the US from further bhombdings.

Probable Sowiet Pesctious

%, US bembings or afrfislds snd Bam sltes, especially by booberd
from the Strategie &ir Command, would provoke & erisls for Soviet poliny.
Mo far the Bowlsts bave been pursuing three somewhat inconsiebent
vhjectives —- %0 competé with Peiping for influence over the DEY, to

sonkritute to deberring US pressures sgeingt Banci, and af the same

¥ ihe Bivaster of Inteiligence snd Resesrch, Department of Btate,
nelieves that the assumed vigorous US sir stiacke on pajor DRV tar-
gets woild probably eveke the smployment over Korth Yietnsa of Chinese
sl defense from bases In China. Oureert deployment of Chinese 8ir-
erast to South Ohinn, bhe apparent tcepletion of an sirfleld Just
nerth of the DRV bopder, asd syplieit Chinese statements plleging
willingness $o accept UB bosbing of Chins, pugpest Chinese readiness
to test US assertions that no sanebuary will necessarily exlet ehould
Peiping provide important support to Henoi.
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Lime to avold hetoming overly lovolved in the pregent US-IEV confroats-

tion. As noted ip paragrsph 1, the Soviets mey ulso he festing 1S
dgternination and be preparsd, I the sheence of a U8 response, to
forther increage the DRV's oftenadve capsbllity, They bave spperently
hoped that, in view of the sﬁ.tmﬁtim in Bowkth Vietpawm, the US would
poopsr o iater lmve to smgatiiate Ty woy out of the wer, The posh-
wieted U2 actipos would strikes a blow ot such crloulstions and would
probably soovines the Soviets tlat the riszke and costs of their
tavolvement vould be greater than they Dad asswmed. In particulsr,
there would e & greatsr loss of prestlgs in Igoowlap eny cagtalties
awong Sovier personnel than mlght have been the cese onily & modth

BEC.

10, The Bovists would elmost certalply feel compalled o comply
prompbly with I8V requests bto provide pubstitatea for those weapons
syatems destroved by the U8 aliacl, though they aight oot agndo
provide bomber atreraft, It s slso probeble thet wore Beviet
persoingl would be supplied to man such equipment. Moscow might
even etknowledgs & Soviet prescace in the hope of deterring the
US from further attacks, though thiz would risk a ﬂ;;“the_r loess of

pregtige 1f deberrencs agaitn feiled.
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11. The Scviste wouid slearly recopnize the datiger of potrbited
sacaiation, perticuvlsrly since BAC hed peen emploved. Hence, they
would probably urge Hanol to open up political mvesuss for copbrolliing
Ehe cenflict and woeuld put presmire on the US o step bomblog end 4
mepntiate, Soviel pressures would be exertad in a variety of forums,
rut the DEV' S demonstrated unwillingnees to involwe the uN in Vietosm
makes 1t unlikely thet that orgen would beccsms a mejor politiesl battle
ground. UB-Soviet relations would further deferiorste. If the crisis
dpepened and Hanoi chowe to cottdmue the siruggle, the Boviets would -

fuce thely post seriows dilesme since the Cuben wisszlle erigle.

18, If Hasol stond ademeot ngainet negotimtion, 1t ia poseille
thet the Soviets, recogeiping the growiug cheafces of belng foreed to
confront She VS in Indochina, would hresk with Feipiag and Ranel and
back swey from any Seeper commitments. Moscow elmost certelnly realizes
hat the US endoys a locsl militery sdventage vis-a-vis the VEER In the
area, HNewertheless, we doubt theh the Soviets would pey the politiesl
price of backing down end thereby hendizg Chine = miador pelitical
victory snd weskening ita own prestige and indluence throughont the

world ¥

* Tee honlateant Chief of Staff, Tntelligence, UBAT footuote o
paragraph %, pess b,
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13, Thus 18 the afterwath of the U8 stbscks, we think the
fovists would prohebly conelide that they Fad Yittle choice bat o
sperenss nid to the IRV, If the war conbtinued without the progpect
of US-DRV pegotiations, the Sovieln werld probably extend new
cogaltments to Eanol apd lawvel new yressured ant thrents spaingd
the TS, Whet precise moves Moscow would meke in this directlon
would depend grently on Hunol's demands, on the pabure and degros
of Chinese ipvolwenent, and on how She Soriets (mterprseted e

setions and estimeded TR intentions.

-~ 10 -
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