
Summary Sheet 

PARC Mission Number 187, 2 March 65 

Two HH-43 's based out of Korat 

1111-43 # 1 configured for ACR. RCC Captain Joseph Kelly who wrote this report. His 
crew was co-pilot lLt Larry N Young, Firefighter A 1 C Harold L Morgan and Med Tech 
AlC John P Gibeau. At 0852Z an F-105 pilot bailed out over Thailand. At 0854Z HH-
43 scrambled but due to insufficient fuel to reach survivor flew to Ubon to refuel. Arrived 
Ubon 1000Z. Refueled and ordered to remain on ground. Pilot had been located by Thai 
villagers and was being transported by truck to suitable helo landing area for recovery at 
0200Z. At 0030Z, 3 March, HH-43B was again airborne and arrived at LZ at 0130Z, 
landed and picked up downed pilot. Crew flew to Ubon and transloaded survivor to HU-
16, which transported him to Korat. 

H-43B #2 configured for LBR. RCC Captain Thomas C Seebo, Detachment 
Commander. Stayed in Korat area to cover L R. 

HU-16 RCC Captain Brown. 
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SODACTI Mission Narrative 
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20' Pacific Air Rescue Center 
APO U.S. Forces 96553 

1., . flanisajtakm: Dot 3, PARC, 1137, 2 Mar 65 

2. - ;Ituaticc:  Two helicopter crews were on alert at Dot Prov Fourth to 
lame the 7-105 participation in a strike IlLialli012. One helicopter was 
1.6111tagared:for UR, one for ACR. Both Bette/neat helicopters more partial-: 
IOU& Captain Saab*, Detachment Commander, was ICC on the LNL helicopter 
Satarcepting =moue 7-105s in 'emergency conditions when Captain Sesta 
;Mani the 1-105 pilot requesting assistance from Uhon. Fuel stets near 

. Captain Samba requested the tourer operator to sariabla the other 
to When. At approximately 01153Z, 2 Nar 65*  ths 1-105 Pilot 

Iv bad flamed oat at 12,000 feet. Sower inotrestod hintlas oat 
WOW 5000 feet. HU last trained:Ginn vas at 7000 feet. lbo ilia** 
MID via getting airborne at this tins. 

ropol
' it 0152Z, 2 War 65, Karat Air Bass lower advised Iletaaboist PROIrillialli to4  

MC, of an 1-105 flaseoet and Upending bengal tirtito tialnitirol 
- 	land. Ma 115-4313 was scrambled at 08514 with Cap*-Amipb- IL 
-ICC; 1st Lt Larg I. Young, Copilot; 11C Harold lo. 	 ' 

John P. CiLbeics„ Medical Technician as the or*. Captain, Diabo in 
Web radio adviset that tits pilot had just ballad oat mar ,Ilbeit tat. to 

_-..Zprat Twit Atilaoi that Korot ftadar had a Ilz)idg.tbo,ilioak 
The- a attar. ladas pea_ tbakbarlitteifielr -airillio. 

- to' be 135i Ildligit. Illatansettbel oallitiallcusiiiiIr 
the halteeptor *it insufficiezt to piaci:aid*, tie 	_ 
tbe bellooptar Ipaeoesded direct to Oben,' andaiing atztimlicit ... __ 	.. _ 

Wits 81.b0 1mi:A at 0913Z aid l'olumitol the 04:10-114efitlisW 
-11111-1613 Itee,, -to report to Fit ar Operations boodistatt.'N.Ut I15181tA 

or aontacted." ASOC, *ajar Barnes, advised to sciamb1a - timi11174611-.11. 
• . 8 • of Lion, imoortinitt.ca had been nade with the ifisiiis Control 

at Detachment 3, PAWL ASOC was advised that the 111-4032 -air on thii 
Oben. Captain Brown was advised to attiopt ocataat with the. 

fraying' anrarte to Ulm. Da B0-16B was airboand.at.411.1 

IliA41a-arrival at Mon at nom, Captain Rally ehodhot 
Itbarilanor and radar. lictbiog,poeitivo. Captain Saabs at Bat Pier Irourtli: 
ttAlettflod. agitate &Wm instructed Captain lallrstiat lb. WO/ Mg 

search area and to eontact Detachment 3, MC as_scuit so pondhlo, if . 



unable then to get airbu....,4 and contact the HU-16M. Captain Kelly oat-
tacted Detachment 3, PAP.0 and was advised to contact AMC at Cdorn, Thai-
land. A:WC advised the iii-433 to remain on the ground at Mon and it 
further instructions as the pilot had not been located. At 1615Z, 43CC 
advised Captain KeLly that the survivor had been located near Ben-Thanat-Ouri;" 
Thailand, and vould be transported to 	Thailand for recovery at CCMCIZ*  
3 Mar 65. Captain Kell,y and crew were airborne from Moo at 003(Z, 3 liar 65 -, 
and arrived Roi-Zt at 023CZ 1U2d the survivor arrived approodmately 5 minutes 
later. The *survivor pickup was oompleted and the takeoff vas effected at 
0255Z and the survivor was off-loaded into an awaiting BU-168 tor transport 
to Zorat AB, Thailand. After refueling at Ubon„ the HEI -433 departed for 
Ior at. Shortly after takeoff the helicopter was instructed to return to 
ton. After returning and finding negative requirement, the helicopter. 
departed for Karat, arriving at 0720Z. Total sorties: .  5. Total faring 
times 7:25. 

6. ktageggas Provide a longer 	 ki#er SISUOItISrd stitIHE 
ita,iy instrmented capability, in addition .  to the preateirt 	haliooptera: 

AS C. SIZBO 
'Captain, MAP 
Commander 
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Classification (c 
effective on 

6 Mar 65 

anget  I Zs' 

0845Z 	Spotted chute and sent Ressap aircraft back to the coast to 
escort the helos into the area. 

r. 

ALS; 
DICLASISI7EIVW011.  MRS. 	 Taseror  

lap Psatitt. Log P402511.S.:2:-/- 

Detachment Proviaional Fourth (PARC) 
Air Rescue Service (MATS) 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
APO San Francisco, California 96233 

UMW 
AMMO,: Major Wachter 

SUR.TECT: (U) Mission Narrative 

TO: Pacific Air Rescue Center 
APO U.S. Forces 96553 

1. (a) Mission Number:  ..Eiet 3, PARC, 187, 2 Mar 65- 

2. (01010-4) Chronology of Events: 

gigg Adman 66 was airborne on a scramble to cover mission number 
184. Our mission was to replace Adman 58, who had been diverted to inter-
cept a Navy RU-16. 

043O 	A Top Secret briefing was conducted at Da Nang Air Base for 
mission number 187. The crew of Adman 66 did not attend. 

0450Z 	Adman 66 was an station for mission L814, 

mgaz Adman 66 departed orbit in assume new orbit location for 
mission number 187. 

0720C 	Adman 66 was on station foA miseion number 1e7. The position 
was given to us by An 63 (Major LadoK) and we orbited approximately 8 
iodise south of Tiger Island. Original en station time as briefed prior bui 
departure was 0745Z. 

gmc By this tine the misslsOilmur wall mnder-wey. 
•emmis that two pilots eareissma; 	4i1 l, one skein. AidinciA3 ais 
thathoues beading for the inland siirrivor and that t*. the mil 
at-ese.-Adsan 43 had already scrambled the 11-4311400t4EL OrcburigTa AmuNA 

, tbaryi oFi! on the log Oaret7 95- ad..961. -spotted:Adsin -41 40.ic tiLe 
soirtlided -  to get the: position of thai -ssrvivoir in theessAlgitliiese, 	to.bi 
to.taks the inland survivor and he moult take the one in. the later- 

0620Z Adman 66 was turnstbacdtbr'flak. 

We ear more flak andproceeded north op the coastlip.. 

ogim Proceeded inland towards acolumn of smoke amitiemilved faide 
reliable 11/F la from the inland Rescap aircraft. 



TZAR INTERVALS; 
12 TZARS 

DCD DIR 52CC.10 

:Uncap finaLj cenu the eei ,:e! Inc eecorLed them into the area. 

Snroute to our ag Tandy '45 and ?eS 'petted another chute 
and recovered the pilot's helmet. They tnen were guided into our area and 
picked up a dawned 7-105 pilot. Reece; aircraft then escorted them to the 
coast where we met them over the weter and escorted them back towards Quang-
Tri. 

2210Z 	We met Emblem I and 2 (Marine H-34's) just off the coast near 
Queng-Tri and we left Bandy 95 and 96 to escort the EMblem halos back to 
the target area. Bandy 95 strongly recomaendee that there was insufficient 
Reap or daylight left to continue the mission and Was: the bolos would he 
in danger if they tried to go back into the area. 

lOCCZ 	We instructed 3mblem 1 and 2 to return to :.luangeTt.i. 

1100Z 	We had been orbiting '.-duang-Tri waiting for the halos to refuel, 
but they advised that they did not require us to escort them back to Da Nang. 
We then departed for Da Nang: 

11312 	Adman 66 landed at Da Nang. 

3. fgl((p-4) Specific Comments: 

a. Radio Discipline, Throughout the entire mission, radio transmisaions 
on all frequencies were on the verge of camplete chaos. Most of the time it 
was impossible to understand the aescap or Rescue aircraft because of simul-
taneous transmission on the same frequency. The confusion became worse when 
aircraft began using Guard frequency. 

b. Location of Downed Airmen. Initial reports of downed airmen were 
made by the wingmen in reference to the first or the second target areas. 
Since we were scrambled before the strike mission briefing, we were unaware of 
the target location or coordinates, Our D/F equipment WMA useless because of 
multiple transmissions and the API-28 was of no value with all aircraft trans-
mitting IF? simultaneous4. At least three different seta of coordinates, in 
degrees and minutes, were given in addition to bearing and range references " 
from the target. The latter proved to be most satisfactory and expeditious, 
had we on4 known the exact location of the target 

4. 54)((P-4) Recommendations: 

a. Radio discipline must be maintained. Rescue frequencies should be 
preset into all tactical aircraft on a specific channel. Anyone then obser-
ving a bailout or damaged aircraft weuld be able to immediately switch channels 
and contact Rescue or Res cap. This frequency must be protected from tactical 
transmissicns. 

'b. Rescue and Rescap call signs appear to be confusing. Suggeet that 
pre-planned orbit points be designated as )ne, Two sr Three or Alpha, Bravo 



ID3NTIAL 
DOWNGRADED AT THREE TEAR INTER7ALS; 

INXIISZIFIED AFTER 12 TEARS 
DOD DI3 5200.10 

n !!rN. P'M 

'7.ocoa. Rescue and isscap aircraft would then aasume tine appropriate f.:4111 
sign. Continued use should he made of VCM. call aigns on SSE and HF 

c. Rescue aircraft should have accurate information on all target 
areas for plotting purposes and more expeditious recovery of personnel. 

5. Thia letter ia classified OONFIDENTIAL to protect past aad future USAF 
aperation3. 

74.r  

I:1MM H. iidECHMR 
Major, atAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

Copy to: Dot 3, ?AC 

3 



e Mar 65 

Classification (ca e (c ed to  di,45-  
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Detachment 2rovisianal To:1:th ;?&RC) 
Air Rescue :ervics MATOI 
UNIT= STATE5 AIR FcaaL 
APO San Francioco, California '2,1;:: 

REF17 TO 
ATTN OF: Capt Weetentarger 

SUBZECT: (U) Narrative Report of Det 3, ?AR O hission Number Iv, 2 Mar 65 

TO: Pacifi.1‘. Air Reecue Center 
Forces 

1. (U) This report reflects the action 
Detachment 3, Pacific Air Rescue Center 

2. (G?-4 d Chrono1og7 of Event's: 

taken by Adman 44, Hu-163, during 
mission numoer 137. 

0" 12. 	Adman 44 became airborne at Korat AB, Thailand, for a precautionary 
orbit in support of a Nary Tankee Team. (Det 3, PARC mission number 186) 

07007. 	:an 44 arrived on station at 10,000 feet over Nakhon ?hanom, 
Thailand. 

0500Z 	)et 3, PAC requested Adman 44 to contact Invert Control ((II) 
relative to a Navy aircraft reported to be down on the 118 degree radial of 
Nakhon Phanom TACAN at 110 miles. Invert confirmed the aircraft down. Info 
was relayed to Det 3, ARC and Adman 44 commenced operation in support of 
Det 3, ?ARC mission aiiber 187, 

09022 	Det 3 PARC directed Adman 44 to begin search under the radar 
control of :avert. Adman 44 was vectored to position 16 degrees, 33 minutes 
North, 106 degrees, 27ti:teel East. This area is approximately 20 miles 
southe 	h est of Tcepone, 	. Baste Flight, 2 F-1053 provided escap support 
for search ILI this area. i Adman 44 searched the Sesaynon River Valley and ad-
jacent ridges for 30 miles to Tchepone. Search effectiveness was limited due 
to anti-aircraft inntallations and base along Route 9. Several burning areas 
mere investigated with hortative results. One truck convoy was seen moving 
southeast on Route 9. 

1045Z 	Det 3, PARC requested search be abandoned in this area and commence 
search on the 135 degree ria.l of Nelda= Phan= TACAN at 85 miles. Adman 44 
proceeded towards the new srcb area following Route 9 northwest and cLimihtmg 
to 7,000 feet. 

1052Z 	Rescap Baste 31 reported a poseible W beacon near coordinates . 
16 degrees, 35 minutes North, 105 degrees, 42 minutes ilast. Also reported de-
parting the area with minimum fuel. Adman 44 continued search without Rescap 
maintaining 7,000 feet. 

TEAR IN71271.LE; 
DELLA:Z.111-ED  AFTZR 12 

DOD DiR 5200.10 

td F*' to 	.  b  



71.1%10Z 	Laiman 	arrived in hew zearch area and r:oemenced an expanding 
'quart electronic search. 

A 4eak sienai frnm a UET-21 transmitter was received an guard. 

1120Z 	A positive TILLT-Z1 aignal was received and located with the Ali.A-25, 
UHF Hamer. This signal was also observed ean the ITT receiver. Invert and Det 
3, PARC were notified and requested to alert aescue helicopters and send aeacap. 

1130Z 	1 white flare was observed in the search area. The flare ascended 
to apprdximately 2,000 feet and decended as thou gn it was a pare-flare. Minutes 
later a second and Similhir flare WWI- observed. These flares did not appear to 
be of a type normally in the possession of a survivor. A red flare was also 
ignited on the zrod. 

11347- 	Let 3, ?ARC was requested to ascertain what pyrotechnics were 
carried by the downed pilot and necessary information for possible authentication. 

.111.61 	Darkness. Area pressumed to be hostile due to the proximity of 
unfriendly anti-aircraft installation. The radio operator was sent to the rear 
of the aircraft to establish contact with the survivor through blinking code by 
the Aldis lamp. 

1140Z 	Adman 44 dropped one M911 para-flare and  a  .Mark 6, Mod 2, 45 minute 
smoke light with a personal strobe light attached to mark the snrwiwors position 
The smoke light started a small fire which persisted throughout the recovery 
operation. 

Det 3, ?ARC provide d the information previously requested and con-
firmed the survivor to be Air Force. They had no fsarther information concerning 
Redcap. Rescap was again requested from Invert. 

122E.  Adman 44 decended for better blinker communications and to insure 
visual contact with the survivor. 

. lam Survivors authentication oonarssed;smd additiam001pwries made of 
lavart. and Diet 3, PA RC an the status of Rescap. 

mosu Det 3 1, PARC advised that the pilot was dm:tin- 1; 
Adam 44 received am WI of 1320Z frma Bandy 21 and 41, 1111.431 bItere traa 
JIM= Plums. Hotel 21 and 22, Air America helicopters were'also0iilmmind to 
liataiva. Adman 44 begmn illuminating the area with 5,1-8part-flaa■sis and dfragt. 
taiirthe - holicoptars to the recovery area through use of the Itati-25,414:wr... 

„ 	• 	I 

15E7k Adman 44 directed HH-43, Bent,' 41, to the eurrivorand_recovery 
VOX aceomplished. The survivor, Major George W. Panse, was no .injured. (His 
Aircraft call sign was Baste 19) 

2I 2a, 	A flare aircraft, call sign Smokey Grange, arrived in the area to 
support poeeihle rescap operations. No reecap had arrived aid *e1 Orange 
was released. 	 ers 	xes fe"b, mg* 

2 
INTTHVALS; 

maAszIrm IF 12 TEARS 
DOD DIE. 5200.10 



1.130Z 	Det 3, ?ARC advised Adman 44 to escort Dandy flight to Nakhon 
Phanom and pick up the survivor. Escort oommenced. 

1432Z, 	Adman 44 landed at Nakbon Pan, escort eampitud.,: 

itala Adman 44 departed Sakhon ?Winos for Larat with 'ajar Penes op 
hoard. 

am Adman 44 landed at. Loret o  mission complete. 

Specific Comments: 

a. Communications and assistance provided by Det 3, PARC .  were excellent 
throughout the mission. 

b. 1 pre-mission intelligence briefing provided by Fighter Operations at 
Karat supplied invaluable information concerning target area, routes and strike 
force composition. This information later made it possible for as to determine 
mho was experiencing difficulty and where. 

C. The lack of Rae cap coverage during the seercb and reomneryptases could 
easily have cost the lives of those messaged in the search and recovery operation. 

d. Radio communications became confusing due to the large number of trans-
missions on 364.2 mos and guard. Distressed aircraft did not spear to !mow the 
*all sips of rescue aircraft in their vicinity and were tberatorolorrod to asks 
illimket.calls. The same applied to Beseep aircraft. 

- 

4. 	(GP-4) Recommendations:  

a. !toecap °overage should be preplanned to support vest attrike SAE 
,overatione. Whale-mr possible this Roses, ehoeld be esseised, atpecipallsr 
taps aircraft in order to be °covetable *FAD the eesrokand ~Reg sizserstim, 

Jet top& fiditers oust be used, I rsacomervi that is strip alert 
austere mall actually needed to neutralise a target'lls”the mbar% arse-et 
vide cover for the recovery operation. 

bright, long burning, drawable electric- 
.fito■ostial in order to nark the position er Survivors. acing width remove( 
Ilsoevery operations over land. Adman ditt not possess surib saight.' - 

 `recanamend that too such lights be obtained far each Na-1ó 1n..th1N4heaLro.-- 
tires started by the existing nooks lights pose -  an additional Wiest to- the
survivor. 

e. Strike forces most be prebriefed on the exact call slipief the,  repeal; 
iircraft in their immediate area. Ibis will_ permit distressed aircraft to - 
direct their transmiseions to the force most capable of providing assistance. 
In order to accomplish this I recomend that call signs be designated for 

1") 	 r.7”1 
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known orbit positions and 
kkis call sign SilMilAr 

aircraft on station at a 

1 	
i 

Li 	

7 
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that the reset. aircraft procidingthe orbit 
to the use of Duckbutt Iry Bravo to idantg, 
specific point. 

aosons 
an 

.DAMD P. WESTEMBARGER 
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•  doe  _ 
laillaifiliaa. 	. DECLASSIFIED 	

,:v.....„.. .... 

--- - - --- - - D elIN\iGPADED 
	 1  Afifykr  AFR 

	

Claudication it  .al  610 ( :.:ed to 	 - 	1 To •1halt ::: Y.A..--  :,..rztz ',affective on 	, 	e aAthetity ef ' Uratt 1965 
e7..f.  '. 	b 

WS= -Two EH-43? sni 7d.3 .3.•.' :I 34 --.1f- i7::-.:War.43 rri'oJAstrip alert. 
ea—Tak (Admen 63) orbiting war,g Tri arA EV.16 cidswan 66) orbiting 15 elle* 
gait of ITC- 

At /538 we were directed to scramble from Quang 'fit an an aimmetdommist 
approximately 40 mile& north 9  over Ishii- -20.3W13* of the ahcrt distance imvalved, 
We attized mot to take on any additional fuel above the 1200 pounds we already 
had aboard- We contacted the 020 in the 311-16 oho advised that vs proceed 
northeast, over water, to & paint east of the surTivaret location. This portion 
of thetflight was made at minim= altitude in how of svatlihg either visual er 
radar derivation- We arrived at the approximate az'a at 1615 and established 
an orbit while visiting for contact with cur BESCAY. At apprmamatitly 15 
minutes, Lt Phelan, RCC of the 2rimary (1mraft sighted orange sacks about 
a mile further at sae- Bo flew to that peint and hoisted to safety the pilot 
of &MT A.tH which tad ditched there & short ties before. Around 1645 pea 
reported a parachute in sight about 13 mile, inland frae our position. Ife 
reodesmamsed with our sector:, four Ian' A-1Bts call sign Tartrate 5. 6, 7 
and 8, just off the =set. Portrese 5 reconnoitered ths area between us 
and the parachute, recommending a penetration at Jur preeemt position. I 
assumed the lead at that - ..mea1=et It Phel&nea aircraft was already crowded. 
I decided to attempt the penetration at minimum altitude since intelligence 
reports and the talk Among the strike aircraft led erotic; believe that they 
were drawing automatic weapons fire in the vicinity of tbe survivor. I 
requested the escort aircraft to assist us by directing us through ths areas 
vhich appeared least inhabited and to suppress any hostile fire enocuntered. 

We croesed'the teach and duns itre& with no diffloulty. As se reached. Vil 
cultivated arms. :ust vest of the/dunee we began to beer smell Arse fir* trot 
the vicinity of the houses we pissed. Our escort guided us past the more 
hematily populated grease  giving instructions eachse6 nurn & little to the 
north now until you cross the river --- now lbeak to the woke. lathowttirva 
aeadstanGe we- mat easily hays blundered over a, barracks area :Get mat or - 

oi* 44101=0 fib= which sa later hear* ?  aoetaft the grikestp-re Ile 

the

eallirtijr, 

tt OIL the MOP Oporto' tbe it each aim we  90411124: At 14_11k* II 
I'M 11111". 032111  "a liati.441112ift'  1:16' . Vall"lit 1"1,, 	%!;._  AP - 

regortad. V our anc ie • smort isiiropu =lather- jt-  Pr ' , , 
45: 

t  

gad• or a man hill.. able use the WW1= Of jaw _  ...  

Or etiowse were orig4ns:114 aculablad4 ): hook *peg _ , .  --.  

MAU agl a th4111tW 410 124 Pr tit• *At -; 41 1. It. la Ma2.14.  *Wt.*:  ;  la 
i flew Gayer -argon! Mai.. iii Z possipt ditatfassi at it* 	• 	..., 

•- 
ooming froa the ridge leading to &village  
1 reported this to the escort, revaating that they expend some suppiesmivi 
fire in that area.. Tour of the RSSCALP Zeta made fixing passes an the ridge 
toverd the Tillage while Lt Phelan recovered his pararesoumean. it' that Upoli 
I thought that they had recovered the idiot. Whin they took off, I egmin 
took the lead, proceeding to the second parachute- 	- 	

14.5-3 102.-%-it  
.  

ARODC #_ 
.  ......,. ......,idia 	Hicl Pik.4K 1_.mLitic6---QW1A6=1-------v  

•iraaw 40 avow  ,  me  . 



sitiod 

It vas Also on a elope in a loosely wooded, oantined,, c2V...nhabited Taller■ 

As we entered the Te...ley 	approccsately t715, 	coca& wee the parachute 
ani a mall colt= of smoke rising from the strews bed about* VA 44f a wile 
from the 's,hute. As ye 	:loser we *cull see tin pilot vavirg a write 
cloth. I circled once while descending tu bower. As I trwregi swer,, he 
fired a eertsa of tracers into the air. Possibly he thought ve hadn't seen 

I hovered above the trees*  probably 125 feet 41Z sli&htly highers-vaale 
Ina hoisted aboard. The crew chief selected the rescue sling rather. 

Vits.a the forest panetratcx because the pilot eat in I r atirily epee positic% 
Aar the a.ig is lest diffioult for the srvt,o o use. 

Owe the ilot vas aboard, I asked zar escort and =CAP if thai yore 
receiving any flak at altitude. They ani the MC repcetni ricsne, so I ideated 
to climb before proceedilw to the ooze:. idc reached 31500 feet *store areek0424 
any populated areas, cruised at woo feet to the OCteat MA than descendSe 
'leeward to mtnimmc altitude, procsadini south to glang 	lima+ war 
vent up. We landed at quang Tri at 1815,, refueled *  mode a temporary remeix Sok 
the damaged rotor blade an Lt Phel=ie aircraft and tewted for Damns: 

Uwe caged Hue Citadel Lt Paoli= reported. iservept-icia ant Bldg 
that he was going to land at the Oiteds1 airet14: iesempii pt the darkiema 
ve.decidad 4>a leave the imaged helicopter there and: taneniterred his =was& 
Psalm-ger to the Marine R-34's which had been standing:hi' At Quer& Tri Vith uet.1 
We arrived at Danang tt 2105. 

I believe cur basic procedures are gramtical and feamthltvhers oppoidAIANIZ 
is restrt..tted to small arms ani light automatio vesponmfire. Ogreful .411a01400 
of the 2enetration route and altitude, based on factors existIng at the time; 
can bel; to ilMAIre 81201336. The *revs it be tharculghly briefed an the 
nscoesit7 for close aoordthation with the +mart. 

?Ac man! that all uatta who it be, 1ar91ncl; Aft 41.7.14/22 	•-• 
be t 	 'ilitehat• 	vii 	•  "P*1- ;- act ad 	r pr 02 ouocedures . a2311. 	 . -• 	•• 
Am. If passiblai a teem• represcatative _ 	IL.41;40.141_•.- 
dmriti aiseicta, briefings. 

. 	 •. • 	• 	- --- • • 	. 
4 - 	 • .112#29=r preeentAtoilleilesia 

a4r. 	„ruscwite..,  • • 
ah"24'. 	 • 

be -kis:tiein. ft* apatieticnie« Ths• 12441 	 iiiiet)'• • 7 -fr 7"; 	 •  '11.  
elf -tatzt-anguss heLisoptur light Omit ,  

. 	 .  

	

;1' .424N- 	
DiA144011ZADED AT YZAX 

	

#17TZat fa mum _ 	 Pr)FrI  r. RcaLIX L.. INGRAMEC 	 Di5Wfv. ler 	. ..1 OC10 	612/20.10 	• 'war, raa 	 --..--- 	 
Vitt! 7.c

t 
2secce Crew Commander 
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3 el *24 5-  sierR. 	 CHAPTER III 

SOME OF THE EVADERS 

Among the First  

Soon after the Rolling Thunder bombing of North Vietnam began, 

in early 1965, the USAF and USN began losing aircraft to intense ground 

fire over that country. On 2 March 1965, during a strike against the 

Xom Bang Munitions Storage Area (1707N/10645E) three F-105Ds from the 

67th Tactical Fighter Squadron were hit and their pilots forced to eject. 

One pilot nursed his aircraft back across the Mekong River and got out 

over Thailand; the second had his controls freeze up halfway between 

Tchepone, Laos, and the Mekong and had to eject at that point. Fortunately, 

he landed in friendly territory, where Laotian troops assisted in his 
61/ 

recovery. 	The third pilot attempted to make it out to sea, but smoke 

in the cockpit, compressor stalls, and loss of power caused him to "punch 
62/ 

out" only three miles from the target. —  After a ten minute descent he 

landed in a jungled area with trees fifty feet high. The pilot slipped 

the parachute in order to land on the opposite side of a ridgeline from 

the target. The narrative of the pilot, Captain Robert V. Baird, described 
63/ 

the landing and the events immediately following. --  

...After landing in the tree, my right leg was 
suspended over my head by the survival kit lan-
yard. The kit had hung up by the inflatable 
dinghy above me. I opened the G-suit survival 
knife with my teeth (one hand was holding onto 
the tree) and cut the lanyard. The kit fell 
below me but did not go all the way to the 
ground. This I found out only after getting to 
the ground myself and seeing the kit twenty-
five feet above me. I climbed down by 
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switching to a tree that had vines around the trunk 
which I could hold onto. 

After arriving on the ground, I ran down a stream about 
three feet wide until I came to a creek I had been aim-
ing for during my descent. Upon reaching the creek, I 
changed my .38 caliber bullets to tracers and started 
planning how to evade if the chopper didn't show up. 
I figured that the enemy would have to come up the 
stream to get me as the undergrowth was too thick to 
penetrate. It also appeared it would take them two 
hours and that I would have time to hide across the 
creek. 

Captain Baird was capped by a succession of aircraft including 

F-105s, F-100s, B-57s, and an HU-16 amphibian until, a few hours later, 

two A-lEs flew over him. He fired two tracers past the left wing of the 

A-lEs and two more past the HH-43 helicopter which flew just behind them. 

The helicopter made one circle and picked him LID out of the middle of 

the stream. The pickup was made from the stream because the underbrush 

on each side would have prevented the horsecollar from reaching the 
64/ 

survivor.—  

In retrospect, it might be easy to find faults in the pilot's 

evasion techniques, but it must be remembered that crewmembers had not 

received jungle training, and that equipment, evasion techniques, and 

pickup tactics were primitive compared to those of six years later. 

Captain Baird climbed down the tree (later proved to be extremely 

dangerous), but the Personnel Lowering Device was not yet being carried. 

He ran down the stream, which other recoverees later confirmed was one 

of the easiest ways to be surprised by the enemy, and he fired tracers 

off the wing of the A-is for visual identification. In his case this was 
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On 2 March 1965, the HU-16 on precautionary orbit covering strikes in North 
Vietnam reported the downing of a U.S. aircraft. In rapid succession, five additional 
airplanes were downed. One bailout took place in Thailand, another in Laos, and the 
remaining four in North Vietnam. The JRCC at Tan San Nhut AB directed the HU-16 to 
proceed to the first reported bailout in NVN. Simultaneously, two HH-43's, 
propositioned just below the DMZ at Quang Tri, were launched and proceeded north. 
While enroute they came upon a VNAF pilot who had bailed out of his A-1 and landed in 
the Gulf of Tonkin. One of the H-43's established a hover and rescued the VNAF pilot. 
Undoubtedly this pilot was very happy to be picked up. But, he certainly could not have 
been thrilled to learn that his rescue helicopter was now going to take him feet dry into 
NVN, to rescue a downed American pilot. As the helicopters entered NVN they came 
under heavy ground fire. This ground fire was to continue throughout their mission in 
NVN. The terrain from the beach to the downed pilots position was over lowlands for the 
first 15 miles. Then they came upon the foothills that the downed Americans were 
evading capture in. The rescue helicopters were escorted by USN A-1 pilots who 
vectored the helicopters around known anti-aircraft gun positions. Because of the threat 
from these weapons, the flight in NVN was done at low level, just above the treetops. The 
low level flight minimized the time enemy gunners had to track the SAR forces. 
With utter disregard for their own safety, these brave crews continued their flight to the 
down pilots position. The fighter escort reported that each area passed over by the 1111-
43's "lit" up with small arms and anti-aircraft fire. 

Approximately 15 miles inland, one pilot was located in an area of high trees. 
While the helicopter with the VNAF pilot on board assumed "high bird" position the 
other HH-43 established a hover over the 100 foot trees. As the hoist cable was lowered 
to the survivor, the helicopter was very vulnerable to small arms fire. The recovery was 
successfully executed, and with another survivor on board the helicopters proceeded to 
the next incident site. Upon arrival at the second feet dry site, one HH-43 descended and 
hovered over a parachute canopy hung up in the trees. At this point, the low bird came 
under small arms fire. The crew knew that if the downed pilot was to be rescued they 
would 	do it now. Because the pilot could not be seen through the dense jungle 

,i) r 	foliage Captain elen decided to lower his PJ on the hoist to the ground. Jon Young was— 
his PJ I4e-volunteered to go down and look for the missing pilot. Once on the ground lie- 10 I 
found the downed pilots helmet and oxygen mask. But the missing pilot was no where to 

_ be found. Sgt. Young assumed that the missing pilot had eit_r_ehe vOr-,,c1 away from the 
area, or had been captured. Despite the ground fire, Captai1

. 
 helem cbntinued his hover 

3 / 
until he recovered Sgt. Young. With Young back on board an 	idea dea of where the 

6_, 

	

	tierferred pilo9twas, the helicopter began to egress the area. The high bird joined up and 
both rescue helicopters preceded to south, and back to Quang Tn. 

While the helicopters were searching overland in NVN, a second HU-16 located a 
rtspoffled pilot, in the Gulf of Tonkin, approximately ten miles offshore. The pilot was 
floating in his survival raft. Several North Vietnamese junks were nearby and closing in 
to capture the pilot. The HU-16 crew disregarded the obvious danger from the hostile 
watercraft and decided to water land the amphibian. Five foot swells made the landing 
risky and difficult. Despite all these problems /he Albatross crew rescued the pilot. 



Meanwhile, in Laos another mission was still in progress. HH-43 crews from 
NKP found themselves flying at night, over badly charted terrain. Next they found out 
that the downed pilot was in an area surrounded by several villages. Whose side the local 
populace was on was unknown. The crew decided to press on with the rescue. One HH-
43 landed near the downed pilot and he scrambled on board. All the while local villagers 
were seen watching the helicopter. Fortunately, they offered no resistance to the rescue. 
The pilot who had been downed in Thailand was easily rescued by another HH-43. 

It had truly been a busy and eventful day for the 38 ARS. Despite limited and 
vulnerable resources, the 38 ARS prosecuted six missions in one day, resulting in the 
rescue of five downed pilots. Four of these pilots would have certainly been POW's 
without the efforts of the 38 th . 

HH-43 Crew #1 	Psi Li /1.) cr42-  HH-43 Crew #2 IJ 1)/Vi SA/2_ 

Ingraham, Ronald L Major Phelan, Joseph P lLt 
Welsh, Donald Lt Lemke, Clyde W Capt 
Anderson, Larry K Sgt Regan, John T SSgt 
Moore, John H AlC Young, Jon H A 1 C 

All crewmembers awarded the Silver Star in April. This was the first SAR accomplished 
in NVN. 

Crew#2 picked up VNAF pilot and 1 USAF pilot 
Crew #2 picked up one USAF pilot. 
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Verbatim extract of difficult to read mission report. Written by HH-43 RCC (Captain 

Israel Freedman) who scrambled from NKP.HH-43 C/S Bandy 41. High Bird Bandy 21. 

HU-16 C/S Adman 44. Survivor was Major George W. Panas, C/S Baste 19. 

6 March 65 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: Detachment Provisional Second 

SUBJECT: Det 3 PARC Mission 187 — 2 March 65 

At 1130Z this Detachment received two messages simultaneously, by single sideband and 

by phone from ASCC at Udorn. Both messages directed that Detachment Provisional 

Second scramble two HH-43's, under the control of the HU-16 control ship, Adman 44. 

We were directed to proceed to a point 50 NM from Invert on a 128° radial for the 

possible pickup of a downed pilot. At this time we were briefed by Invert that the area 

was "hot" and to proceed with caution. At 1210Z two HH-43B's departed and climbed to 

an altitude of 3,000 feet above the ground on a 130° heading, using NKP radio beacon 

and DF equipment from the HU-16, which was orbiting the pickup point. Invert was 

unable to paint either the HH-43B during the first 50 miles of the flight. Between 54 and 

70 miles Invert was able to paint our aircraft and vector us to the HU-16. With the HH-

43B's approximately 20 miles from the pickup point, the HU-16 dropped a flare, which 

we were able to home in on. The HU-16received word that the area was safe and that a 

pickup should be made immediately, without waiting for RESCAP. While approximately 

three miles from the target, we sighted the HU-16, which we were advised was then over 

the pickup point. At this time, 1320Z, the HU-16 dropped a second flare directly over the 

target. The lead HH-43Bstarted a descent to the pickup point, while the second orbited 

the area, at 3,000 feet above the ground. The HU-16 advised us that the pickup point was 

marked by two adjacent lights. We spent several minutes in locating the area. Visibility 

was poor, due to smoke at low altitude and because there were other lights within the 

immediate area, we could not discern one light from the other. After locating the two 

lights, I made one pass over the area to verify the location and to insure that the people 

were friendly and that the HH-43B could be landed safely. I then circled the landing area 



and landed. The rescue and survival technician departed the aircraft and spoke with the 

local people. The downed pilot soon appeared with several men, who were helping him 

carry his equipment. With the pilot and his equipment aboard the aircraft, we took off and 

turned to a heading of 300 0  for NKP. The helicopter, which had remained at 3,000 feet 

above the ground, also started for home, and because of his altitude, still had an ADF 

bearing on the NKP radio beacon. The HU-16 and a C-47, which had arrived in the area 

escorted both HH-43B's to the Thailand border. At the border we advised the c-47 that 

his assistance would no longer be needed. At 1430Z both HH-43B's landed at Nakhon 

Phanom AFB and were followed shortly by the HU-16. At no time on the return to home 

field did Invert paint either HH-43B. 

2. When using two aircraft at night, because of the limited visibility, it is necessary for 

the second aircraft to remain within 1/4  mile of the lead for positive visual contact. Also, 

the pilots of this detachment feel that an IFF or SIF transponder would greatly aid in 

getting vectors along safe routes to the pickup point and in keeping two HH-43b's and 

escourt aircraft together in limited visibility. 

ISRAEL FREEDMAN 
Capt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 


