


Summary Sheet
PARS Msn # 187, 2 March 65

HU-16 mission report from Detachment Provisional Fourth, Korat Thailand.
RCC Captain David P. Westenbarger

SAR area Laos. 20NM SE Tchepone.
Controlled two HH-43B’s (Call signs Bandy 21 & Bandy 41) scrambled from NKP

Survivor: Major George W. Panas



Summary Sheet
PARC Mission Number 187, 2 March 65
Two HH-43B’s based out of Korat

HH-43B # 1 configured for ACR. RCC Captain Joseph Kelly who wrote this report. His
crew was co-pilot ILt Larry N Young, Firefighter A1C Harold L. Morgan and Med Tech
A1C John P Gibeau. At 0852Z an F-105 pilot bailed out over Thailand. At 0854Z HH-
43 scrambled but due to insufficient fuel to reach survivor flew to Ubon to refuel. Arrived
Ubon 1000Z. Refueled and ordered to remain on ground. Pilot had been located by Thai
villagers and was being transported by truck to suitable helo landing area for recovery at
0200Z. At0030Z, 3 March, HH-43B was again airborne and arrived at LZ at 0130Z,
landed and picked up downed pilot. Crew flew to Ubon and transloaded survivor to HU-
16, which transported him to Korat.

HH-43B #2 configured for LBR. RCC Captain Thomas C Seebo, Detachment
Commander. Stayed in Korat area to cover LBR.

HU-16 RCC Captain Brown.



FROM MY NOTES:

L was (e parachule one of two seconds bafore my feet hit the ground. During efection
i had lest my sunglasses. A 1 reached down in my flightsuit pocket to get my other paw
of glasses, 1 feft stings and pain on wy face & arms, When I touched wmy face | was
bleediny. Strange sounds were around my heads hefl 1 was bewng shot atit Bark & branches
wers fWing off the small tree next to me — gooke with AK-47s were funnm|mg Ge the hall
shwating on the run - BAD shots. T ran inte the jungle - moments later my fest went out
from under me - [ shd dJown the side of a 100’ ravine into a creek & started running down
the creel (o distance myself from the voice? Minutes later the voices were no nger on
top of me, but behwmd me - at that point 1 saw a path to my jeft & headed up the hil) aut
of the ravine — a short éistance later a Tield opened up to the left - I hit the fweld on a
dead run & molored back toward my landing site. After runmng some distarice 1 saw Lhe
brush prlge | remembered just North of the landing site. I ran up on the brush piles &
‘andsd rolima inlo s clear area - the tree — the chule - the chopper aimost right over me.
foe chopper turned south & headed away ~ I ran further into the clearing, then
remenbered ny beeper - 1 arapped  from around my waist & turned it on - the chopper
did ol turn or acknowledge. Then I looked around - gooks standing not 50 Yards from me
shoeting st thie chopper - Uiine to hit the brush pilest

Dawn next morning, beeper 15 on - waiting for the 10wonder - ach there he is vight on
time - no chopper 1o awhile cething to low - gooks stop ssarching & no one arcund thats
3eod - 1 G the worning now, cerhng starting to Nift 12 noon should be go0d Fume for
Fckoup - 1300 cering at least 3000° where 15 everyone? One dry €19 left, might a& wall
20" here o thas housh prle & smoke i, 1630 OK guys this is niot funny anymore where the
hell are vou™ 7 Mavbe tras god damn beeper doesn't work - nah!

Dawn Ind day, e 10wonder - bad signt [ guass it's time to head to the DGZ. Probably 4-5
dgay trg.

Late afternoon 7th day, nead te get to the river bank before dark - crozs after dark -
where the rell did that gook come from ~ back wte the creel - | the morning, that old
Quy has 2 10 gause flintioch chotaun pointed at my head - OK, OK 'wm coming out, vet, vet,
cbel your g0 to g8t d Tol of rice Yur mey hah?

Al

well ag 'he guY saye on Lthe radio "How you know the reszt of the stora”,

Nete 1. It mght wierast you to imow that the survival pack 1 carried in our flight suit
was the same one used n 133841 by the Fiywng Tigecs - the silk map noide was of Chinal

Note Z. The marines called we shortly after | came fomey tmﬂ" sai they searched the
porthern bosrder of the DMI fwice a day ever) day until the picture of ms was released.

That wade ne feal good becavse | had no idea how | was going Lo get thru the DMZ cnce ]
act there.

foe I . m2ag no radios only that damn beeper!

Hote 4. I° vou want someone 1o retucn Your call, leave 3 numbar.

sincesely. “Z’f—f(/
b, / '




