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S E C R E T DET 3 64-335-/. 14.1 USAF FOR AFXOPH, PACAF FOR 
TFOCC -H,URS FOR ARODC, MATS FOR MAOCO/AT, .13AF..FOR JSARC 
I. RCS: 1 -ARS - Fl CLOSING REPORT.- 
2. DT 3 PARC; 44 18 AUGUST. 1964. 
3. 2 -  AUGUST 1 / 4. 
4. SAR. OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY AIR AMERICA  525.- 
5. ONE SURVIVOR, PILOT OF HH -34, ONE DECEASED CJW MEMBER. 
6. AGENCY AND METHOD OF RESCUE. 	ERICA H-. 34 WITTF1HR COM IR 
AND AIR AMERICA ACTING ASON SCENE COMMANDER. 
7. SURVIVOR WAS TAKEN TOUDORN, THAILAND DISPOSITION OF DECEASED 
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UNKNOWN. . 	 . 
8. SORTIES/FLYCG Hams ByTTPE AcrT & AGE-NCY: 2,13 .PLUS 1 0, HU168 
RESCUE FOUR, UNKNOWN NUMFLR OF SORTIES ACFT & RE FLOWN BY AIR' . 
ANERICA,USAF, AND USN. 

. 9 NUMBER OF GND PERSONNEL UNKNOWN. 
10. ADD ITIONALINF ORMATION: AT 1 8/0545Z AIR AMERICA 525 REPORTEDU 
T- 28 DOWN. HE WAS UNABLE . TO COMMUNICATE- WITH_ KYONE AND CARTON' AN 
W.11911*. PRESENTLY 'OPERATING ,IN_ !JOSE. PR CINn IH ' ASKED - IT. THEY_ COULD BE : 

 CF 'ASS ISTANK, 525-REQUESTED r FiattS4 P4/44) AIR COVER • SUT-r1 IV OR.r) AS 
' SIGHTED AT .TH IS .TIKE BY 525, AND THIS INFORMATVN WAS RELAYED TO 
LIMA OPERATIONS AND CHOPPER .., REHHEN VECTORED .  TO THE SITE BY LIMA., 
LIMA THEN HAD C JT011 RELAY  TO 525 THAT THE CHOPPECEWOTJLD NOT BE SENT. 

•RIM FOR PICKUP UNTIL...AIR __COVER A,BP. IVED• AT 05507 KRTON REOUESTF.D TH I l'i 
COVER FROM PIPE CONTROL ' AND LI'ADV ISED CARTON AT CZnOZIOHAT  

' FAG LF. RED TWO - T7 - 2( g WERE 'AIRBORNE AND ESTIMATING ,THE SCENEAT r'62CZ ; 
, CFO WAS ACKNOWLEDGED AND' PASSED' TO 525.. ',WHILE • AWA ITINVARRIVAL .  41, 

AIR . COVER 392 APPROCHED THE CRASH SITE TO CYCK FOR OD FIRE,  
It WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ' SHOT DOW LAND IMMEDIATEU IR ASSISTANCE WAS , e.  '.. 

' REOUES TED. LIMA T - 2g' S. ARR IVEDAT - THIEJTINE AND: AFTER . CLEAR INC TH . 
 AREA THE DOWNED PILOT (FLICOPTER . PILOT>.  WAS. •PICKEDAtaXa  , 
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FM DET :3 ' PAC ARE.SCUECEN ISM AFLD . RVI`l .. 	./-  - .': :.,  :  ,  I  : ,. , t i  
io ' RuEA fto./1-12 USAF WASHINGTON DC 
111CDAA/MATS . SCOTT :AFB ILL , 
RUC') SH/ARS:. OR.LANDO AFB F LA  

WHLKM/PAC AF HICK AM AFB HAWAII  
RJELKM/PACARESCUECEN HICK AM- AFB HAWAII AL  
ITIMALC/1 3AF CLARK ABP  I 
:BT , 
S F C:T.:- E T DT 3/64 -327 H. I--r.2 USAF FOR AFXOPH, PA CAF : FOP 
TF OCC.-11, ARS FOR ARODCi MATS FOR MA OCO/AT, 13 -  AF FOR JSARC_Ii 
1. . OPENING/LOSING REPORT. 
2. MISSION  ;NUMBER: DET 3 PARo-45-1 8 AUG -  64:: 
3. CONTROLLING .  AGENCY: DE T 3 PARC, 7 	. 
4.. SAR OBJECTIVE: USAF PILOT OF F -1 00. , 
5. LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 1758N 1 031 4E. 6. -A LEG T INC AGENCY AND - DTG ARS INTI ALLY MOTIF IED: RESCUE TWO 
(NAKHON PHANON, THAILAND) 1 81 21 OZ. 
7. TYPE AND TIME OF INITIAL SAP. ACTION: H-34 HEL IC OPTER WAS DIS -

eliminsui  
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FATCHED FROM UDORN MID TICKED UP THE DOWNED PILOT. 
8. AGENCY LOC ATM OBJECTIVE: AIR AMERICA UDORN. 
9. NUMBER ODDSURV IORS : ONE USAF PILOT. 
10. AGENCY AND METHOD OF RESCUE OF SURV VCRS AND/OR RECOVERY 
CF.  DECEASED: AIR AMERICA UDORN H-34 EL IC OPTER• 
11. DISPOSITION OF SURVIVORS: PILOT TAKEN TO UDORN THEN FLOWN 
ID HONE STATION. 
12. SORTIES/FLYING HOURS BY TYPE ACF T AND AGENCY: ONE AIR AMERICA 
H-34 y  UNKNOWN FLYING HOURS. 
13. NUMBER GROUND PF.RSONNEL/VEHJCLES/VESSELS PARTICIPATED IN , 

ARCH: NONE. 
14. ADDITIONAL INFO: PILOT WAS UN INJURED. 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE 

ting the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to order CINCPAC to loan 
the four helicopters to Air America." Admiral Felt then took the H-34s 
from the Fleet Marine Forces, Pacific, and turned them over to Air 
America. 9 ° 

These additional helicopters were soon put to use. On August 18, 1964, 
during the Neutralist withdrawal from their stronghold in the northwestern 
corner of the Plain of Jars, communist gunners brought down a T-28 en-
gaged in a close air support mission. The wingman notified the Air Support 
Operations Center at Udorn, and the controllers there, following rescue 
procedures established at the June 15 Udorn conference, contacted the Air 
America Air Operations Center at Vientiane. An H-34 took off from Wat-
tay Airport and U.S. Air Force F-100 fighters scrambled from Takhli to 
form a Rescue Combat Air Patrol. Pathet Lao gunners zeroed in on the ap-
proaching helicopter and shot it out of the air. As the F-100s strafed 
suspected gun emplacements, the enemy scored hits on one of them. The 
pilot wrestled his crippled craft up to a safe altitude and turned south 
toward Udorn. He managed to nurse the plane to the Mekong River, then 
ejected and landed on the southern outskirts of the Thai river town of Nong 
Khai. An Air America helicopter soon picked him up and flew him to 
Udorn. 

In Vientiane, six T-28s took off from Wattay to escort a second H-34 
search and rescue attempt. Meanwhile, the Air Force jets continued blasting 
suspected enemy positions with rocket and cannon fire. When the guns fell 
silent, the chopper darted in and picked up a badly burned Air America 
helicopter pilot. A Filipino crewman died in the helicopter crash, and the 
two Thai T-28 flyers, objectives of the original rescue, were last seen scurry-
ing into the bushes, where they disappeared." 

In the next two days enemy gunners bagged two more T-28s and the 
crews were not rescued." From the earliest days of the air war in Southeast 
Asia it was apparent that search and rescue had to be timely and well 
organized if it was to succeed. To improve the rescue capability, Am-
bassador Unger asked the State Department for discretionary authority for 
use of Air America helicopters and planes for search and rescue whenever 
he felt the situation warranted such action. The Air Rescue Service HH-
43Bs at Nakhon Phanom were limited in range, therefore limited in their 
usefulness. Royal Laotian Air Force rescue capabilities were negligible, and 
language differences would have made proper coordination among rescue 
forces, airborne controllers, the Air Support Operations Center in Udorn, 
the Air Operations Center in Vientiane, and the downed pilot impossible. 
Additionally, Air America pilots had a knowledge of flying conditions in 
Laos that came from years of experience. 93  

There were no formal agreements between the United States and Laos 
that allowed for placing Laotian T-28s under American control during 
rescue efforts. During the August 18 search and rescue missions, the Royal 
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