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RuECW/CNO WASHINGTON D C 
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RUZAHQ/JOSWASHINGTON D C 
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RuCQSHAIR RESCUE SERVICE ORLANDO AFB FLOW.Ffl 
RUCDAA/MATS SCOTT AFB ILL 
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&HP3/CINOPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HAWAII 
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SEcRETDET  3/64-110-F. HQ UAF FOR AF-XOPH, PACAF FOR PFOCC-H, 
.ARS FOR AROJC, MATS FOR MAOCO/AT, 13AF FOR JuRCC. 
1. CLOSING REPORT. 
2. •SN NBR: DET 3 PARC - 26 	7 JUNE 1964. 
R3. DATE OF REPORT: 9 JUNE 1964. 
4. BAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY AIR AMERICA H-34 AT 08/0701Z 
COORDINATES MIN-10313E. 
5. NUMBER OF SURVIVOR: ONE SURVIVOR. 
6. AGENCY AND METHOD OF RESCUSOF SURVIVOR: SURVIVOR TAKEN TO 
UDORN BY AIR AMERICA H-34. 
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7. DISPOSITION OF SURVIVOR: USAF 3-57 TO TAN SON NHUT AND UsN A-3B TO HOMEXASE. 
8. TOTAL SORTIES/FLYING HOURS BY TYPE ACFT AND AGENCY: 

7 JUNE 1964 
CLAF 	 T-28 	 6/15 PLUS 10 
AIR AMERICA 	H-34 	 3/09 PLUS 30 

AIR AMERICA 
' 

DORNIEC 	 2/08 PLUS 30 
AIR AMERICA 	C-46 (Ji! AIR AMERICA 	CV-28 	 S 3/10 PLUS 20 
AIR AMERICA 	HELIO 	 3/09 PLuS 00 

1/01 PQS 00 
BIRD & SONS 	C-46 	 2107 PLuS 15 

9.N3R GND PERSONNEL PARTICIPATED IN SEARCH: NO KNOWN GND PERSONNEL. 
10. ADDITIONAL INFO:ADDED FLYING ACTIVITY FOR 7 AND 8 JUN WILL BE 
TRANSMITTED IN SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. FOR PAC, THIS IS MSG NR 184. GP-3 
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GENESIS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

mander. An Air America U-10 single-engine aircraft also joined the search, 
and within an hour they located the pilot. Three hours after the call for help 
went out, two Air America helicopters arrived at the crash scene, but as they 
approached to make the recovery, the entire area erupted in gunfire. The 
enemy had employed a tactic he would use often during the next ten years: 
the flak trap. While allowing the injured survivor to call for help, enemy 
gunners positioned themselves to wait for the arrival of the vulnerable 
helicopters. In this case both Air America choppers were hit and two men 
were critically wounded. The helicopters abandoned their efforts and head-
ed for the nearest Lima Site (landing strip and base area in Laos)." 

It was evident to General Moore that the rescue forces faced heavy op-
position. He contacted Gen. Jacob E. Smart, Commander in Chief, Pacific 
Air Forces, who authorized the use of Air Force aircraft and pilots in com-
bat operations to rescue the downed Navy pilot. Meanwhile, Lt. Col. 
Robert Tyrrell, U.S. air attache in Vientiane, dispatched four T-28s from 
Wattay Airport outside the capital. These Thai-piloted Laotian planes 
failed to find their target, so General Moore ordered three more T-28s, 
some with American pilots, from Wattay. It was too late. When these 
planes arrived over the crash site there was no sign of Klusmann who had 
been hauled off to captivity. With the weather deteriorating, General 
Moore ordered the search called off shortly before sunset." 

The following day Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese gunners brought 
down a second Navy fighter. Old Nick 110, an F-8D piloted by Cdr. D.W. 
Lynn, was hit while escorting an RF-8A reconnaissance plane in the same 
area where Corktip 920 went down. Old Nick's wingman called the mayday 
at approximately two in the afternoon, reported that the commander's 
chute had opened, and passed coordinates to controllers at the Air Support 
Operations Center at Udorn. The controllers there passed the information 
to the Air Operations Center in Vientiane, and to Detachment 3, Pacific Air 
Rescue Center at Tan Son Nhut." Air America H-34 Choctaws and 
Laotian-based T-28s responded in a rescue attempt that included an area 
search three miles either side of a point given as the downed pilot's 
location. 8 ' However, Lynn's reported position was incorrect. Moreover, the 
search forces did not know that the Navy used a homing beacon transmitted 
on a different frequency from the one employed by the Air Force. Air 
America C-7 Caribous were equipped with compatible receivers and located 
the downed airman before darkness postponed the rescue. A low overcast 
covered northern Laos the next morning as the Air America Caribous flew 
back to the search area with their receivers open for a signal. When they 
picked up the signal, the downed pilot's exact location was pinpointed about 
forty miles south of the originally reported position. When Commander 
Lynn heard the drone of aircraft above the foggy mist, he fired a flare. An 
Air America H-34 helicopter dipped beneath the clouds and snatched the 
weary pilot to safety." 
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flights o n 7 June were 
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Shortly thereafter, these measures were countermanned by CINCPAC, who 

further ordered that all U.S. forces be withdrawn from the SAR effort. 

This left the continued rescue effort entirely up to Air America and 
79/ 

the RLAF. 

Air America continued the search until noon on 8 June without 

any promising indications. Lt. Klusmann had in fact been captured by 

the Pathet Lao after the first helicopter had been driven off, some 
80/ 

three hours after his bailout. 

Even though the rescue attempt had almost been successful, 

the emergency had thrown everyone into confusion. Important decisions 

had to be made quickly and it was uncertain as to who had authority to 

make them. Communications were poor. One of the Air America pilots 

commented that he never knew what type of aircraft had gone down and 

he assumed that he was looking for an RLAF T-28. The Air America 
81/ 

helicopters were not equipped with UHF or radio homing equipment. 

As a result of the action on 6 June, the reconnaissance 

escorted by F-8B r s. The fighters very quickly 

got an opportunity to carry out their mission. Commander D. W. Lynn 

was hit on his second strafing pass over gun positions and was forced 

to eject. This caused a considerable amount of consternation since 

the Pathet Lao were then provided with tangible evidence that the 
82/ 

U.S. role in Laos was not merely one of passive reconnaissance. 
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The ensuing SAR operation was a better coordinated effort 

among Air America, RLAF, and Bird and Son (A company similar to Air 

America, which has since been bought by Continental Air Service.) 

aircraft. Commander Lynn was located by his beeper, in spite of an 

error in the initial fix of 20 miles, and was picked up early on the 
83/ 

morning of 8 June. 

Even though this SAR was successful, it again pointed out 

the limitations of the H-34 helicopter, which was and still is used 

extensively by Air America. Commander Lynn had worked himself onto 

a wooded ridge at about 4800' elevation. At that altitude the hover 

power of the H-34 is limited and Mr. Estes, the Air America pilot, 

found himself in danger of settling into the trees. Rescue effort 

were further hampered because the cable was about 15' too short in 
84/ 

the 120' high forest. 

The need for better coordination and communication high-

lighted during the attempted rescue of Klusmann, resulted in a meetirg 

at Udorn on 15 June. Colonel Tyrell, the AIRA in Vientiane, partly 

attributed the success of the 8 June effort to the control of Air 

America rescue forces by a single agency. When his office and the 

Special Air Warfare personnel assumed responsibility for coordination 

and control the operation went very smoothly. Colonel Tyrell was 

emphatic that one single agency operating through an on-scene-commander 

should be designated for control. Mr. Ben Moore, representing Air 

America, indicated that while his company's five 11-34's, numerous STOL 
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