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SUMMARY 

On 29 June 1964, an HC-54 and an HC-97 were involved in an aerial photography 
mission near Kindley Air Base, Bermuda. To support the NASA Gemini program, 
it was necessary to train pararescue personnel in the delivery and installa-
tion of flotation collars on the Gemini capsule. This required placing 
personnel TOY at Bermuda, where water jumps were to be conducted. In conjunc-
tion with this training, a requirement existed to support preparation of a 
film concerning the "pararescue" mission. Since the two requirements appeared 
compatible, they were combined into one mission. The HC-97 took off at 
1405Z, and the HC-54 took off at 1410Z. The weather was 2,000 feet scattered 
clouds, 2,500 feet scattered clouds, visibility 9 miles, and winds variable at 
8 knots. Both aircraft arrived in the drop area and because of the clouds, 
decided to fly the mission at 1,700 feet (below the clouds). Aboard each air-
craft were photographers and pararescuemen. There were also photographers 
aboard the boats in the drop area to photograph the drop from the surface. 
As they had briefed before the flight,, the aircraft established themselves in 
proper positions. The first run had the HC-97 taking photos as the HC-54 
(which was slightly forward and below) began deploying the pararescuemen. 
Right-hand patterns were flown, and photos were to be shot with the sun behind 
the cameras, and at an angle that would not reveal any of the land surface in 
the photos. After afew passes over the drop area  with the pararescuemen 
being deployed from the HC-54, the aircraft changed positions. This placed 
the HC-54 slightly ahead and below and to the left of the HC-97. After flying 
one dry run and again in the right-hand pattern, two pararescuemen deployed 
from the HC-97. Seconds later, the two aircraft collided. The actual weather 
at the time of the collision (1150Z or 1450 Atlantic Standard Time) was 2,500 
feet scattered clouds, estimated 8,000' feet broken clouds with a high over-
cast; visibility 9 miles, barometer 1020.10, temperature 77 degrees, dew 
point 64 degrees, wind calm, altimeter setting 30.12, pressure altitude minus 
176 feet. The three boats in the area immediately began a search for any 
survivors. Both aircraft were destroyed, and there were no survivors. 


