
One of the earliest TDY deployments to Vietnam
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MALVERN J CONNETT, CID W-3 • ASST CHIEF ADMIN ., //~~ ,.,."//~ 28955/28309 
II. TEMPORARY OUtY TRAVEL ORDER~ •• ./ 
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9. SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF TOY 10. mNERARY: Cal VARIATIONS IN mHERARY AUTHORIZED 

Rescue Support for Special Mission Tachikawa AB, Japan FROM1 

T01 Clark AB, P. I. 
Tan Son NHut AB, Saigon 
Don Muang AB, Bengkok 

RETURN TO: Tachikawa. .AJ~, Japan 
1 I. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

The use of Government Quarters if available is mandatory. Cert.iiicate of non-
availability of facilities will be obtained from stations visited if applicable . 

Direct Mission Support 
12. MODES Of TRAVEL. .... ~TRAVEL llY Mil 1ta.rv Ai rcraf't DIRECTED WHEN AVAILABLE. 8. c::J TPA. TRAVEL 

TIME llY COMMON CARRIER (roil or bu<l IS DAYS. TRAVEL TIME IN EXCESS IS CHARGEAllLE TO DELAY EHROUTE 
AUTHORIZED IN ITEM B. C. c:J TPA. lHIS MODE OF TRANSPORTATION HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO llE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
THE GOVERNMENT. D. c:J OTHER. 

Ill. AUTHORIZATION I 

13. AUTHORITY 14. DATE 115. SPECIAL ORDER NR. 

I AFH 35-11 3 December 1963 %.1 
16. DESIGNATION AND LOCATION OF APPROVING HEADQUARTERS 17. APPROPRIATION ACCOUNTING SYMBOL I Olt UNIT 

36 AIR RESCUE S~ADRON (MATS) 5743400 304 6;36 P458 5595300 2121.55 ($250.CO) I 
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To: (unknown), rlapointe 
From: INTERNET:Hobeirne@aol.com, INTERNET:Hobeirne@aol.com 
Date: 1/15/99, 5: 17 PM 
Re: · Re: PJ History 

senaer : 
Recpive 

oJ.. com 
: from imo 27 . mx.aol.com (imo27.mx .aol . com (198 . 81.17 . 71]) 
by hil-img-9.compuserve.com (8.8.6/8 . 8.6/2.17) with ESMTP 
for <rlapointe@compuserve.com>; Fri, 15 Jan 1999 21 : 17:42 

From: Hobeirne@aol . com 
Received : from Hobeirne@aol . com 

by imo27.mx.aol.com (IMOvl8 . l) id 8TAKa06036 

id VAA12782 
-0500 (EST) 

for <rlapointe@compuserve.com>; Fri, 15 Jan 1999 21 : 17:09 +1900 (EST) 
Message-ID: <c8adldl0.369ff6a5@aol.com> 
Date: Fri, 15 Jan 1999 21:17:09 EST 
To: rlapo1nte@compuserve.com 
Ml.m~-Vers1on : 1.0 
Subject: Re : PJ History 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 
X-Mailer: AOL 4.0 for Windows 95 sub 236 

Hey Bob, l -t Pr S-41<- t/V N /.11'-\. ( 

Gdt your note and thanks was in t e . ARS, from 1962 to 1965. They 
re a C-54 a nd H-19 un~t the really old hel icopter) . wa ~sed 

ach~k wa AB Japan. When I went there PCS the team leader was Ron&ld 
(ndw living in Medical Lake, Wash.), Bill McDougal (deceased), Bernard 
T.Santos(now a lawyer living in Carson City, Nevada), Wat r Aak.tns tu.n West 
Virginia somewhere) , Wayne Whitehead (living in Nevada and on the PJ 
internet), and Glenn Wilkinson (living in Fort Walton, Florida). Later on 
these team members were assigned as others rotated out - Jim Ward (living in 
Las Cruces and on the PJ internet), Dan Galde(living close to Jim Ward), 
Andrew "bud"Martin (somewhere in San Francisco) Ken Croorr. (I'm told he's 
dead) and Dave Wheeler (somewhere in Washington State close to Jeczala . Mike 
Leonard came in about 1964, he ' s the guy who's reserve tangled about his main 
and he fell 1,200 feet and didn ' t break any bones at Eglin AFB. 

The 33rd ARS were stationed at Kadena AB, Okinawa, and I believe they had the 
HU-16 ' s . 
Th'e team 

There was 

1r.1 ·,· .-~ tt.•, iiwr. 
~--~-:-:,-------~-

I• • T w .~.:. :1 r T f ·, ~ n . 
~ pnne nr ~r:r--ttre-m00ct~ .... _.-~__.;.,..;_--....:~.r,, ~---~~-'---' ...__ _ __.__~ _ _.,__~"'--"" 
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d sm~my_t.as_e_i.,ibe.re we s .=:r.t. t 1e rnq·1t . Tlier _we. r<'-turne~n 
rnd on to '!hcri--Tand . I '--r'J' c.1F· >,;;J· my -.o J ..d.-s.tti:'E-l~arf~U-~ 1..f_ I +eflJ:.:.,.._UP 

i s r u o,_j 



In mid December 1963, the 36111 ARS, Tachikawa Air Base Japan, was tasked to deploy an HC-54 
and 3 man PJ team to Thailand. The mission was to provide rescue support for the launch of a Gemini 
spacecraft being launched from Cape Canaveral. One of the Gemini contingencies called for an emergency 
splashdown in the Bay of Bengal. Enroute to Thailand, the HC-54 refueled at Tan San Nhut airbase in 
Vietnam. 

While gassing the HC-54 the PJ's were requested to assist in a SAR for a B-26 that had been shot 
down in the delta, about 50 miles south of Saigon. It had gone down in the water and they needed some 
rescue personnel with water rescue gear. Walter F Adkins was the PJ team leader on the HC-54. After 
getting the pennission from the HC-54 aircraft commander, he volunteered the use of his team for the 
rescue. Adkins, Ronald R Jeczala and Henry J O'Beime moved their gear to a UH- I Huey helicopter and 
told the crew they were ready to go. The pilot told Adkins that they were waiting for permission to launch. 
The USAF had to request permission from the airfield control tower operator. The tower had to request 
permission from their headquarters. Tower HQ had to request permission from central command in Saigon. 
Saigon had to get concurrence with the local commander in the delta. After the local commander in the 
delta agreed, pennission to launch had to come up through the line and then down to our Huey pilot. He 
got that pennission four hours later. The flight to the downed plane lasted only thirty minutes. When the 
Huey arrived on scene they found that the downed aircraft had been covered by the incoming tide. 



II. The Genesis of 
Search and Rescue 
in Southeast Asia 

Although commonly called the Vietnam War, the fighting in Southeast 
a actually imolvcd ~vcral war" In Laos there was a three-v.ay civil war 
wttn rightiSIS, Neutralists , ano the Pathel Lao. There was an insurgency 
>outh Vietnam guided and ncnrually dominated by North Vietnam. The 
ited States conducted an air war against Nonh Vietnam, another against 
!nfiltration system along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, provided air support to 
forces in South Vietnam and, after 1970, carried out an air war against 
Kh~r Rouge in Cambodia . These interrelated connicts each posed dif-

mt problems in rescuing an<l recovering aircrews shot down in enemy ter· 
xy. The required rescue tactics differed according to the location of the 
·vivor. the nature of the terrain, enemy dcfen~s. and the technological 
.ac-or-thc·art in rescue at the time of the shoot down. For the U.S. Air 
·rct the wars of Southl·a~t Asia began in the kingdom of Laos. 

Laos, a land-locked country, in 19S9 shared a common frontier with 
other nations. The People's Republic of China and the Democratic 

·public of Vietnam, along the north and northeastern frontiers , had been 
1mina1ed by the communists since 1949 and 19S4 respectively. Bordering 
10s on the southeast and south were the Republic of Vietnam and Cam· 
dia. Anticommunist Thailand formed the southwestern frontier while 
u1ral Burma lay alon1 the nor1hwes1ern border. 1 

Laotian land area totals 9J ,400 ~quare miles, approximately the siie of 
rt>at Uritain or 1hc state of ld;tho. Sixty ~rccnr of Lao'i , particularly the 
>rth, is covered with dense tropical rain forest and humpcd·back moun· 
ins. some of which rise to over 7 ,000 feet . In the frontier areas especially, 
e lao1ian people arc ethnically similar to their neighbors. This similarity 
most :.ipparent along the northern border with Vietnam where inhabitan1s 
'both sides look the same and speak similar languages. Communist cadres 
•und 1he geography and 1he ~ocial rircum~tanccs alona the border areas 
:II suited for infilaration and suhvcr'iion.1 The lowland areas of Laos lie 
imarily along !he Mekong River, which it~lf runs practically the length of 
e countr y Jnd serves as the border with Thailand for most of its length. 
he major town.'i of Laos, i11cluding Luang Prabang the Royal capital and 
ienrianc the adminisrrati'e center. ~rew up along the Mekong because it 
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Sl:.\Kl'll :\Nl> IU ~<"\ I 

P'v'idcd till· 111:1111 t1.1d1.· .1111.1' l11J111 < 11111.1 tu ( 'amhou1J .inJ \'1c111.ini 
Th1.· 1111111 , •1111 ,·11111.111 ,I, 11.11111111.·, lhl! \\l.';.atlirr pat1l.'n1' 11'1 I .1•1' .1 1111 

providcc; 1hr1.·L· t1\1.' 1 IJr11111).! ''"''''"' · I hl.'rl' i1, a r:si11y !lc;1,1.1n la~11ng 11, l' 
mu111h' fw1n ~l.1y 1l11uul!h "'ri'tl'111hcr . 111 (kt1.>l>er, the rJi11 taper!\ uff. <imi 
the cuol sl.';l\tHI hl.'f.i11 .. . 111d 1..011ti11uc' tliwu~h January March hring1, 
warmer hunml \\1.':llhL·r ''''It 11.·111pcra1t1n:s th;.it reach a l11rh of ninl.'t,·-ll\T 
<kgrCl'\ 111 /\pr ii, 1l1r l1111h:'t 11101nh. Du.,I Jnd haz1..: donii11:itl' tlte d1 ~ '1 :i'""· 
"'hen rile I 3t• farn11.:r\ pr.11.·ti1.r th·:ir 1,la1,h ar.J hurn ag1il.'.11ltur1.-. J 

L.1ns 1, a 11.l11l111 111 11111111111111.."L'U cth11il.'. amJ linpm111. ;i, ''L'll ac; 
b1..·ug1.1pl111." dt'l'l'lt) I ,1.·11111 l'Jl~. at the •:ml ol 111a11y year' Ill 1rH•l11111111. 
in.,.a.)1011. ag~ri:c;,,11111 .• 111d ltHl'1µ11 inll'f\T'llil•n, \\he11 lhl.' people uf \ ic11 
tianl! ;.and tltc rn.1_1tir 10,1.11' 1111111.:d 1nll 10 "'.:!come thl! vidori11u., P;ithct Lao 
arm1L· ~. Lat"" :11, 1111t :1 ,1,111.· 111 t Ill' 11 .1dit illl1:tl c;cnsc. N11 ccnlr .ti ~ti"crnment 
had i:'er \Ul'C<'"full> ~H.Jn11111't"·rcJ the cnrire 11:11io11 Politit:al, nJl1onal, e1nd 
iJeolngit:al ct1111..1.·ph 1111.-.1111 1111kt1.)a11~·1.iple "ft1..1~e cx1,tcnn: wa'> m:irkcc.J b~ 
P<•Yl'rt\', f;1mi11l', di-.l.t'l" ;111d "ilr. 

In 1960 the in1i:n·,1-. 11r thl' llni1ed State,, the S<1viet Uniun, the 
Pl:uple's Kepubl1t: ol China. :iml the U1..·m01.:r;1tir Republic 1...11 V1l't11am con­
verged and c1.i11n1ctcJ 111 I .111\ . Dnmi: .. 11l' politil.'s iri Laos, wh('t1 <.livorccJ 
from E:is1-\\'e~l icJrnl0j!il.'.:-tl, pl1litic11I, and mil1t:uy r ivalricc;, fulluwt"d a 
trJditto11;d pJttr111 111 , 1111111"·11111>11 ;111h>t1~ ;1 k" 1 ul111g l.1111ilii:~. i11dudt11r 
the Suuv.11111:1 (Snu' ;11111:1 11111111111;1 ;111d Iii -. h:slf-br1Hhcr So11ph•111<111\ 011~. 
the Patltct I .111 1.hid1;.ii11l. l'l1011111i. < lt:1111pJ-.,~k. S;111111brnc, .111d 
Soi ma 111 th .• 

On A11i!.u't 9, llJ<in. ''""' 1111.·mb('f'> ul tht> Ropl l.aouan ~<1' ti 11111c11t 
"ere 111 the Roy;.al t:ap11.d ol l.11a11g PrJbang, a hum.Ji l'J 1111k., 111.1rth nf \ "ie11 -
ti;\lli:, attrm.lin~ l1111n.tl n ·1i:1111111il.', fo1 l\i11~ Si'la,;111s Vong. Capt 1\1.111µ 
Le. J par;itr1.H"p1.:r h.11t:lli11111.·11111m:111<!cr, tfogu\lcd "ith rite l'<'nt111u111g ci,·11 
wa1, u~i:d thh upp1..1r11111ity 111 1a~l: 1..11111101 ol Vienuani:, di~'oht: !he right· 
wing cahi11et uf J>11111l' ~111w.tcr Prince Somsan1t h. and iHvite Pri111..c 
Sou,a11na l'h1..1uma 10 torn1 a 11cu1rali ... t governmcm.> 

WhL'll "'-'"' 111 1111.· 1.t111p 11.·.1d1n.J l.11a11l( f>rahang. (1c11 . l'liu11in1 
N1..1c;av:in, a 11!!h1 -.... i11J.! 1111111.11' h:Jt.kr -...110 domi11atcd lite S:111nd.t111c 
g<)\i:r 11111c1ll, tk-... 111 111, lttt1111: 111 S;1v:sn11;1khct I here, "'irh mmr of the co11 · 
!>1:n.1tl'l'" in tltl· l'\.1111111 :11 .\._1.·1:1hlv. lie c<;tahli~hnl ;,i "Commlltn: /\l~.1111\l 
th1: Cnul' d'l·1;1i''. I li1.· I: . ~ . r11,1..·11111w11t liq:;.in ba.:k111s the Sa\;111n;1khct 
grlHIP with 1111111l·~ J1HJ ar 111' \\ l11k 111a1111ai11111g formal <.liplu111:1tic rd.nium 
"ith the \'i1.·n1i:i111.· go,(111111r11111111.kr llll· Ncurrnli~t ~ou,a1111a l'hou111.1 111 
l:ite Nl)\Clllbi:r Phln1111i'c; ll• ' ''P" 111ard1l'J 11onhward UI' National Route 13, 
re.h:h111g \ ic11t1:111e 111 1.·Jrl~ lk1.·1.·111hl.'r . .'\battle ra~c<.J around thi: cit~ l1•r 
tltrl·~ t..1.1)~ lidor..: l\1.111g I l' r1.·111.'.ttcd lll)Tfll\,aru to the ~t1;1tq·il· Pl:1111 t>l .J:ir' 
"i!li the rcrn11a11ts of his IPllo\\l.'rs .b 

l\u11g I e. alrcau~ 111 a t1.·1111H1rary a11d 1cn11nm allia1Kt' witlt the Pathc:t 
l ao •ind North \"ic111:1111L·,c /\1111y 111111.; opcrJtin~ in 11ortl1<·a-.1 l.JO'>. began. 
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111 . 111\ ll1 .:1 11l111 , 11 . ,·l\1111· 1: 111 . 111d .11ppli,· .ltt11t1aSo\ic.·t.1i1lilr l .alrr 
1h;11 1111111 •h '"' 11111."l'~. ''i:h 111"·11 .. ·,111111111ni~1 allies. auad.cd Ro)-;111.aotian 
:\1 ''" t11111 . n111hc.· l'lai11 ,,, .1;11, · l )11 lk~cmhcr 16, I~. the American Air 
\1t:id1~. C'til l\111lcr ll I 11l.111d . Ir .. f'lullO~raphcd ii 5,, .. ·ict ll-14 dropping 
'''l'l'hl'~ h' rhl· ft.:cmJ! I l' l l 11~·,., 111.:ar Va1111 \ 'icng. A fc:w da)'~ lattr. on 
lk,l·111bl·r :1. l't'l;1nd. \\l11k thi111~ thl· Amcrkan Em~~sts ~'.C-47 . on a 
rcl·o11n:ii~, : 111n· ni!Zh• "'er & lh.' Pl;1i11 <!L!.m. was firC'd .'ADQJl.b~ Kong Le and 
l'.Jlh(t l :1t1 '"'''I"· t\ . ~11-i:.11tl•t· 1 m;Khine gun ~ullct_ w_ou.m.I~ CQIOnl:!' 
·r ;.l;rnd\ r.uilonpl'rt1!'Jt . I hi""·" th"· li1~l U.S. Air Foret' aircraft li1cd at 
h\' rhc l."Omnwni~n in the S<,uthc<hl Asia conflict.• · ·· 
---,-r,l:~i~Il·1it J1tlm F. Ki:nnnly hdJ a ttic .. ·ise.d news conference on March 

21 . l'lftl, :11 ''hirh he i1111101111rrd 1h;11 the So,·ict airlift for the Kong l.c 
1';11hct L1t1 '''"X" h.tc.J p;1.;,nl 1hr 1.(01 ~ortic: mark.' Meanwhile. on March 
2 '· L1pt. Stank> 1: . . !\~"~~i~-e. J1 .. pile.it of a specially mOd1fiCd mtelligcncc­
~·atlwrin~ S< · . .a-;, look"" fr1•111 \ ' icnriane for Saigon v.·ith his plane loaded 
"irh l'·'"C'n~l·1~ hnund f,11 a,,.,, m1J rccuptrotion visit 10 .. the Paris of the 
1111~·11(· . Bd111c.· hraJi11~ ll1r Sai~un, McGc."C turned north toward Xicng 
t-.:IH•11.1111:dllc. a l'.Hhl·I I ;"' '''''"thold ''"the c,a~tcrn cdE~c Pl;iin of 
J=~!~ · The: 1.h~w. C\fll'lirih:l·J 111 i1111:llig"·n~e tolkcuon, planned to use their 
r adin·d1rc(tio11 finding cquirm'-'lll It' dl'tcrminc the frequencies being U\cd 
h~· Sovirt pilot" to IO\:atc 1hc Xicn~ ~ houanaville airfield through the d~nsc 
l0!t that ollcn hlankc1cd the rc~ion. Suddenly, shells from a Pathcl La11 
.1111i: . .mcraft gun sl.unmc.·J i11111 lhl' ;airn;tfl. shc;uing oH a wing and 4iCnding 
the plJne plummeting tow;ml ltll' jungle. A U.S. Army major ~·ho alway_s 
\\ 01 ~ . a yara(!~~c _ whc_!l ~1~ .n~~.i)""'~ from l~c_ fi111ni arrcr~1.t!nd, \\''\S 
.:aprnrcd hy the Pa1hr:t L_an.:.J•.~·- 4ipcn1_ sc'e!'.!_-.-cr~~!!!..~-!~ pris~~c~ .in 
S.a!'.' Neu~ •. the Pathct Lao hc;u.J4uartcn nea.r _th~ ~'?r~.h . .Y~rn~m~se border, 
l'du1l' being r\.'patriJtcd aft"·r th1: 'igning of the Gene••a Agn:cmcnts on 
I .ans in 1962 . ·1 hi~ ~hoor-do'"' marked tht rir'\t American planr lo~ t to 
r11c:my a~tion in 1hc war in lmfod1ina. 10 

11 :ld t I 1i' i n1."i<.k111 01."1.:1111 t.·d a few )'cars latt'r. a large armada of Air 
r or .:c rcsl.'11..: hclicop1 er"· fi~lall'r c~l.'ort~. and nirbornc controller Ii ·wC\uld 
li;nc rc,po111.kd in ;m oi•11:111p1 10 ~a'c the lc\nr \unh·or. However. in 1961 
the Air Rec;':.uc St.·n· i~~ .haJ fhl u11its i!1 Suuth~~~L~~- -Xccording lo·~ · 
Oc:plrtmcnt oT t>ctcnst N:ui\mat"!\1.·:u ::li'TnJ Rescue Plan or 19~<>. scard1 
a:ad ll'~l..'uc i11 1hc Pai:ifo: \\a' l he 1 ..:'p11mibili1y ol the Commander in (.hicl, 
l':h:ilic who wa~. rn 1%1. Adm. lt:111y I>. rch . He, in turn. assigned the 
"l':ll i:h and rc~cuc rni~'ion (ll th\.· ~ ..... \'kc or m:1jor area commanders: the 
Commamk1 in Chid. P:11.:ifk ,\i1 F111ces; the Commander, Na\'ll Forces 
Philippine~: <'r the Ctimmarnln. I l.1w;1ii;1n Si:a Frontier. They, in turn, 
di1 t·i:1c.:d lh\.'ir ~l'arch and rl':.l.'uc Ju tic.·~ to the sub-area or numbered Air 
rml..'c level. In c:irly 1961. 1h1: Thirteenth Air Force was assianed the search 
and rescut mis~ion for lhc Saigon. Danttkok. and Rangoon Fliaht Informa­
tion Rrsi0n. Later. tht Thirtc"·nah Air Force gave the !itarch and rescue task 



from Ud\1rn under the c<.)\k 11arne 'Tidd Goal". 
Mcan,.,hilc, the Air Force mi, si,,n l i1 'i :haiiand and Laos continued . Addi­

tionally, o~ April 16. si~ F-~~· Su~~~ .. sa~c~ _fi_~htcrs, under the 'ode iiaii1c­
"8ell Tone". new from 1111.- ~I 01 h ·1 :Kl irnl F ightcr Squadron at \1.11 ~ 

-A'Fif,' Pf1ilippi1tC.'i. Ill D<.m ~luang l1111:rna1ional AirJ)<irt outside Bangkok , 
r1i:l'ilandio.pro\1Jc-aTr (idcn!>C. I ' .Tlie-R°l>ya( iila1 Air-Fo1 \.'C agac:cd to pro­
,:ide search a·n(f rcs"·u·~· ~er.,.ic\~-;-i,; t hi!I unit . However, I heir rescue rripahi lit y 

~ proved 100 limitt>d 10 1m·c1 1hc un·ds or either Air A1m.·1 ka or Lhc Air 
Fon.·c. 11 

On rite politkal llont. 1111:,.idt•nt 9':cnm:dy and Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrmhd1n· 1cali1eJ thda l\\l> \·\n11111 ics ''we on a possible (l11lbion wu1 ~c 
m Laos." In April 1%1, 1h1.· Ur•itnl S1a1cc; and the Soviet Union :igrt•cd to 
defuse the silu:ithm by ;1ra an~inJ! a l'ca~c-firt• and callln{: for an intcrna-
1 i on~1I Cl.>nfcrctU:l' 10 ,,.,11 k our a p11lit i(;1I solution to the Lao1i:m pwl>lcm. 
The Geneva C11nfcn:nl.'c on I tl<l" " l"-·nt·cl on May 16, 1961. and la'lcu 
lhrClugh Jul)' 23, 19h2. Wh1k lh"·' ;,·1wv.l lalkc; pr<l\:ccded, lhl.' 1h1,:c l.:Sl'> fa~ · 

tion4i - Ncu1r:ilisg, P~uhct l a\I, and 1 ighti~ts - alrern:ucd amu.:d wnni~l 
"ith srparatclic~1ltfoli111t4i until all fodi1m~. in Lam and in Swittl' tl:111d, 
finally agreed on a tkli~a11.· 'ell km~:nt. As a rcsull, Pri11~c Sou\'anna 
Phouma established a coalitinn g•wcrnment which lasted rro111 July 196~ 
until fighting resumed in April 1%3. During this period the focu-; i11 the In­
dochina conflict shifted lo Sou1h Vietnam where U.S. support for the 
Saigon government was evidl'O\.Tll _!>r_~_l!!>Wi!1J ._ A_~ncrican military 
presence, an ;ncrcasing EUf!lbc~ _o!.._£_ombat . ~~aths and. in ~M.IY .. l96~. 1 lie 
;.issifauncncor-A1rircscuc-S"ervicc·1x:r !>·<"iilcl. 

In May 1959. at iu fifteenth mce1ing, the Lao Dong (communi~t) party 
of Norah Vietnam, decided to lake t·ontrol of the: inf ant insurgency in Soulh 
Vietnam and guide its growth. Soulh\.·rn ~adres, who had gone north for in­
doctrination and training, trekked south along a network of footpath~ soon 
to be expanded into the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 20 These footpaths ran no1 th to 
south :\long the Annamilc moun&;iim and f anncd out into the jun~k'i of 
South Vietnam. This terrain favored unconventional warfare. The guer­
rillas could hide in the monsoon forcllt and junglr that covered sixty percent 
of the nation. The forest cant'PY rn1;~ a~ hi1h as 200 to 2SO feet nbo\\.· the 
jungle Ooor - a factor that l 'C'mplil.'a&cd the efforts Of rCSCUl' force1; 
whenever a plane was shol do,.,n in lrcc-co .. ·cred areas of Vietnam or Laos. 

Much of South Vietnam is mountainous. The Annamite chain runs 
souchward from North Vietnam. straddling thr Laotian border on the WC'it 
and extending to the South China Sl'<1 on the e3'iL These jun~kd mouncains 
and limestone outcropping~. !-Otnl'timcs rising to 8.SOO feet. presented a 
ha1ardous obstacle to low Oyin~ plane~. Following bail-out some pilots 
were killed when they landed on the jagged karst and others suffered broken 
boncli as they came down throutth lite hranchcs of the multi -layered jun~lc 
ean<'PY. Oi~astcr often rc-;11hnl , .. hen hcl i~·nptcrs attempted tl1 1 c~C'uc a 
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' I ....... 
JO\\llCd Jirin.111 lh\111 a 11\."l'·\hroudc<.J rl'3k llecaUSC the higher altitudes 
1n c rl',ll'lllkd lhL"u lim1tl·,I hCl\C'r c:apabili1ic,,1• 

1 hr \\Hlllwrn thirJ ,,, SPulh Vietnam conshts or nat land~ and the 
~kkon~ ~j,,·r c.kha. Onl' <'I lhl' ~1ca1 ri-•l'rs of Asia, the Mekong provides 
the.' \ OllllU.' I II par I of Viclllam with 26,000 ~uare miles or delta, 9,000 miles 
(lf \\ hich c:an ~ c:ull j, all'\ I. Ncm hl'I c i\ the land higher than ten reel above 
~cJ lnrl. Thl· 'outhl·mmu't tip, thr Ca Mau Peninsula is CO\'Crcd by thick 
j11n~lr~ ;111d man~ro,·c ~wamtl" . Rrsc:ue for~c~. therefore, had lu prrparc for 
1 •p1::r atiC'11~ lhJt ra11~.:d from 111oun1ainou'° jungles to swamp~. 

s,,111h \" ic: 1nai11 ·~ dim:1ll' wa~ a~ debilitating as its geography was 
111g~(.(J';iiiJl\c)~ciTc . Th1.· ll·1111~r:11urr in· Saigon occasionaily reached 10.S 
1kgrccs fahr('nhd l and r.irdy dip,x·d below 80 degrees, while the humidity 
\\as always high. Ma;or .1i1 m;1s~~ bkw from the northeast in the winter 
bringing dry weather h.l ""'\l ,,f Southeast Asia. From ~W. .1hro11&h.O-'­
t11 l•cr. hu\\c\·cr, the: "iml~ hk" from the ~outhwcst frequently bringing 
·m<lrc rhan fony 111du:~ of toucnrial rainfoll. During this ptriod mo~t of 
Slluth \'ic111am rxpcric111.:nl hc.1' ~ pu."\:ipitation, low cloud ceiling~. chronic 
fo~. anJ poor "· isi~ility . Whl' ll 1hc: raim; came, equipment often bc~ame in­
nrc:rablc:, roads impa!.\abk, and Oyina nearly impossible. n 

lll:.fmc__ll1c. \\~r. South \'it'tnam wa~ a place of exotic beauty. The 
c; trectc; of SaiE?Cln, ilc; c;1piral, bu..:tlcd with crowds of hawkers, vendors, and 
la\i"·a~s c:ada adding an in)!rcJicnt Clf c:harm 10 the city. Saigon was the ad-
111imstrativc: ~ap1 1 .1I ol thl' Republic of Vic:rnam but, for all it shared with 
the country~iJc , the dt~ mil!ht as well have b«n situated on the banks of 
the Seine a~ on the Ml.'ku11g. In ~ontrast to the husy charm of Saigon, the 
country~iJc: Jlmsc~c;cJ a llu~<'lk hcauty. There thf peasants passed their lives 
1111alrcrc:J through -.uc:ccs'iivc: grucrations until politics, revolution, and 
111ilitar~ 1c:d111uloiy brout:ht thc:m mi!itry, privation, and cJuth.n 

lht' Viet Con~ inten .. 1ficcfli .... gurrrill~ wir""against.PrnidentNgo Dinh 
Diem's h.·g1mc: l';uly in 1961. Uy Man:h. U .S. intelligence analysts t'Slimalcd 
1ha1 1hc.- l!ucrrill:l ' \\Crc killi111~. a''a~simuinr.. or kidnapping five hundred 
J'fl) g('l\l' lllmt"nt village uflkials, · ,('.~d1crs: and soldiers e\·ery month. 
~1.:n·ia1 y or ~t:ilc i>ran Ru~k I l;poucJ al a \\'ashin1ton press conferrnce on 
~lay~. 1%1, 1ha1 lhl· \'i~I Ct'"~ had ,rown tCl 12,000 in numhcr and had 
killnJ ur kidnap~J mo1~ than J,000 persons in 1960.H Although the 
r\'.~dli''" 111 S<'uth Vil:tnam ~a' rnitdnally an indigenous revolt against the 
l?1cm rq~imc, it " ,11.·ppnl·up p.1n: :ifll'r 195'1 was th.: result of North Vict-
11:1:noc 1111cnc11:1t'fl. :• 

< >11 c >..:cuber 11 . I% I. l'r l ' ' illcnt t\cn11cdy aur horiud the scnJing of a 
l ' ·' · ,\ir fllfCC unit to Sou1h \" iftnam. The following day. a detachment ol 
th1.· s R~lth Combat Ctc:w Training Squadron. code-named .. Farm Gate", 
nl''' t0-~i>uth Vi~·inam. S1~1iom~d at Dien Hoa Air Base just north of 
Sat~l'"· rhc 4400rh Cl IS llcw combat .!!!~ified T-28 fiahter-bombtr 
I r:lit1r1 c; •• S~ -47s, ;amJ. Jl -:!t.s, h"llC'\ilUlaled '"Reconnaissance Bombers" 
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(Ril-26\) in ,kfrrl'll(C lt' the 1~~4 lirnl•\a Com.cntion~ prohibition af!ainst 
1the in1rodm:1io11 or bomhcrs i11tP lml1xhina. On l>ecembcr 16, Sc<.:rl'l:tn· ()I 
lklcn'ic Robert S. t\kNa111.11a au1h111i1l·<.I participation i11 <.:omhat 01x·1a · 
tions, provided a Vit>tnamc~c <.:rc"ml·mhcr wa1; aboard lhe stril.c airc1a11.:• 

On No\'cmbl'r ~ • .) %1, lk1ad1111\·11t 7 of the Thirteenth Air Forn: " .. ., 
e'tahli.,hcd at Tan Son Nhur ,\irfidJ, Saig,m. Five days later Orig. <lt"n. 
Rollen H. Ant hi~. Vice ( ·<,nun:m<la ol the Thirteenth Air l·orcc, bc·:~mc 

l\rn1111anlh.:1, Dct<adtml'llt 7, .:?d ,\I )\I( >N (AJvam:ed l:d1dn11l. < )n 
0\.'CCl11hl'r I hr Wit\ naru~d Chid', .. \ir r01cc Section, Military .,,,,,1.1111.c 

:\d\ 1rnry Group/ Victnam.1 1 

Air acti\oity in(rea~cd a' th•: i\mcrka11 prcse11~\.' grc'' during the c;11 I) 
ye:ir'\. 011 J:inuary 13, 1%2. 1-':urn (i~uc T-:!Rs Oew th1.·ir first Victnamc:'\c 
h'rwa1J ai1 <.:ontrolkr <li11.'(tl·d 111i,,.ion. supporting an Army of the 
Rcrublk of Victn.101 ''utpll'\I ''"'' w:i~ 1111Jcr Viet Co11g attack. On Janu:try 
29, T·:Rc; ;111d RR-261\ ~m11.:k wr~ct~ trnm Saigon north to Quang Tri Pn1· 
vim:.: 11\.'ar tht: dcmilitari1l·J zon1.'. By th~ cml of the month Farm Gate "·1 cw~ 
had flown a hll:ll of 229 sNtic~ . a ~kanwhik, the detachment\ SC-47~ were 
ustd in tran~port missions, lc:itlct <lr<'P'· r~yd1ologicul warfare broad~~.,•~. 
and flare drop operat ioi1'>. 

When the U.S. Air Fo1l·1.· hq:.111 O~in~ comhat missions, Amt'rican 
ca~uallit'' v.wc inc:vitabk. \\'c1 ". Air hm:c planners remiss in not scturing 
at.kqu;\lc !>Carch and r1.-srn"· forrc" for Vietnam prior to the commilmrnt of 
American units? Throughout Southeast A~ia several factors. political anr1 
tedmological as well as <k~:trinal. c,1111rlicarcd the campaign for adequate 
Sl'arch :ind r\.'~C:Ut' suppo1 t. 

The same doctrinal CllllSidcration" that made it difficult to send the Air 
Rescue Service to Thail..iml in supror t of air operations in Laos, al~o made 
ii difficult to assign rescue unit.!' It\ \ .it:t nan!. Fur~he~m~rc, the leadership at 
Air Rescue Service headquarters wa~ nN convinctd that it had a legitinrntc 

, wartime rescue mission.1·• Bccaus~ their approach was for pcacetim"· search 
and rescue and hccauc;c they had II<"' ol ficial wartime mission, !'\ii Rco;rne 
Ser vice plann~rs ~ad not planncd '''r a w~!~.i~e situation. 10 

In South Vietnam poli1i,:al 1.·t111,id\.'1atiom also him.lcred the early in· 
v0lvement of r~cue units. farm Ci;1te\ role in combat was ~mi·\:ovcrt and 
Jlt'litically scnsilive. Sin\:e U.S. aiu:rcw~ were "upposcdly conducting train­
ing mis~ions only, there ~hould ha"c hccn lilllc chance that anyone would be 
shot down. The P.r~ncc df rcl?ular 'carch and rescue forces, however, com­
plete with helicopters and UU-16 amphibians, would have advertised the eA­
istcn1.:e of air opcraaions wiah a ca'w'lty potential far greater than that to be 
e~pccred in the course of normal night rrainin1.•1 

The rescue vehicles in lhc 1961 Air R"'-scue Service inventory were ill· 
suited for search and rescue in jungles and mountains. The rncvc concepts 
and limited fiscal resources of the late 19S0s had forced &be ARS to live up 
most of its helicopters. Acquisition of the local buc racue fuDCCion 
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r{'~ torc<l 1;omc choppc-r~. but thcst HH_.l .. Huskies" were primarily used in 
fot: - l1~h1mg anJ pid.i11, ur rilots who had bailed out in doc;c proximity 10 
an ;m hasc . 
...,,;;;. In D('cembcr 1961 the Commander or the Pacific Air R~uc Center 

• \Clll tflrcc oi i1ccn anlJ two tnli~tcJ mCrl to Saigon tO tsfi6fii'fi a Siarch and 
Kcs~uc tenter in ahc Air OJlCratioiiS Ccntti it Tan SOn Nhut Afilraie~ The 
rt~cuc pcrsonnd arrived at the oi>irattons centu the next month only to 
find that there were no rhonn. desks. or chairs available for them in the 
prcf3bri,a1c<.1 Jamcs"a)' hut~ thaa served as the control center for air strikes 
in \'i('rnam. After l•thtrina the necessary phones, tables, and chairs, these 
men l~&an operatina :1s a coordinatina center fot rescue activities. In order 
to limit the maaniauck of the U.S. involvement in Vietnam, no provision 
had been made for the use or Air Rescue Service airaaft. To overcome this 
limit:uiun the "'cue coordinators contacted Anny advisurs in each or the 
four corps areas and obtained qrccmmlS whereby U.S. Army helicopters 
could be used 10 usis1 in 2d Air Division racuc efforts. provided they were 
not needed clscwhcrc.u 

The fipt Air Fprq casualties in Vietnam ocaamd whaa a &win-engine 
f :1irchild C-121 Roinch Hand crop ddol~ airplane auhed on February 
l, 1262. Capt. Fnaus!". _Grova. Caps, R~ DJ~. and SSgt. Mllo 

. B. COJhiU died iD that crasl!..~ TMrt wu DO record or any snrch and 
rescue errort. Ni• daJS later tht rana p.,. Giit airaaft was lost. Shortly 
before dawn oa Sunday. F~ Gl&c ~~7 ~l~ .~l~!-~.S. 
Air For~ and tumr ad¥iaon plus two Vid•IDCIC lell Saiaorl on a leaOet-

. .drom>inLsn~t ciahl-thir1J la tbr .....-. a proriDcc chief reported a 
twin-enainc aircraft t...t nahcd la ahe 1nOUlll1im near his villqe, about 
seventy miles nord~a~ or Saiaon. 1bc Saiaorl search and rescue center ar­
rinaed ror a hdicopccr 10 carrr a Victemac Anny around party to the 
crash area to locale the wrcckap and ICUch for IUIVivors. They arrived by 
mid-afternoon and reported thll the Wl"ICblt wu the Fann Gate SC_.7 
and that all on baMd were cbd. The Mil day a combined Air Force-Army 
search team• the crula site wu s-1+d IO n.d oaly nine bodies instead of 
the ten manifa&ed ror tht-iaioa. F..._ ilMl&iption rcvealcd that one 
of the two Viet~ Md ~. • tM Ima minute, not to make the 
fliaht.•• 

The number or U.S. ud Vici a.._ Air Force combat sorties in­
aeucd rapidly ia a.rlJ 1962. At IM IJctin ·ma of the year the Vietnamese 
Air Fon::ccio.a.1 iawn1oryco11i•tdol~A·I Skyraiders. Under 
the MiliWJ Amawe PrOll , dlirtJ T.a were ddivaed in early 
March. 'Bia ialc:lw ill Vid w All Fent.._.. enabled Saison to 
~ a nn, ,.._ raid °" a •n. c-. 'a it•'la'I in the cn1ra1 
hiahlands on MaJ 27.19'2. Durill tllil - ....W. A-I sorties increased 
from UO ia ,....., to J90 ill JMC..H 

As &be F .. 0..C T-211..S aa.Jll pi I 11 I tlllir low level~ the 
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\"il·I ( ·l'''l! impro\\.·d lhl·1r r0111~1,·11m·a,11H'' · fh"· principal Vitt \on(? 
anti:ii1nal1 ""':t1h.'lb , .. c.:rc lhl' 1: . ' mm "'\,,,il' t or Chinc!'c· buih hC3\Y 
m:trhincg1111 aml s111:lll arms.'' In thl· '·''' ll'ur llll•nth' of 1962, the enemy 
~Wll'd 89 hib agaiw.1 L1r111 <~ate Jud otlu.:1 l 1.S. Air Foret: planes. ln the 
ri1!'( four llHll\lhs or JIJ6.1, thi:- ti~111e julllll\.'d Ill 2S7 as the Viet Cong in· 
c1cac;cd th<'ir acl:uiacy. The pih>t\ found th1.· "·11,·my fire mo~t deadly as the)' 
pulled l'Ut of thl·ir hrimlJ run~ helm .. I ,000 ll'l'I." lktor~ the year cnJed lhc 
Air Fo1l"e had lo~t fr' ;1irriafl tu Cllt'IH\ .11:1iun. ' 1 

111 rc\ron~c to the increasi11g pa"-c of air a1.·1ivity, the three officers and 
two mmnm1111issioncc.I ,,ffkc1 ~ at the ~l'ar~h and rl'stuc center at Tan Suu 

"'Nliul ·\\·ere ·ornciallv established n~ lkt:1d1mcnt 3, Pacifi<.· Air Rc~cue 
&~·[~ on· A rif t i%-:;• iT,·i~ fc~,· a c.:t·rtaii\Trgi11mac-Ylo1hCTirS\Air 

csl'11r crvic:e cadre anJ ga' ca ~cne;c of pl·1111anc:m:y to the rescue effort in 
Vietnam. Ncvcrthcks~. con~idcrahly m<,rc rc,rne personnel and helicopters 
wrrc 1\l·c:Ji:d h .. \ pic.:k up downcJ airl"rcw llh.·mbcrs, yet the~e were not forth· 
comi111!. The rcs"·uc con1rolk1' .:t Tan S0n Nhut h<ad to rely 011 lhc resources 
avail.1hle: f;11 m l~atc airn;~ft anJ a ll'\\ Army H·21 and Marine: H-J.i 
hdinlptc1'. l'hl' Vil-tnamc:'c: Air hlr\c f'tl\Sl'''l'd a li111itcJ chopper in,cn· 
101~ whi1.:h wa" a'ailahk f,,, r1.•,,·m· "'"~ - but the \'1c111:tm•·"-c l1aJ nu 
1 r:lincJ rr~cue prrson11cl. •0 

ru l;.i1.:ilil•lle IC~CUC (lpcrations. ~oulh Victmun and the United State ... 
signed the Joint Vietnamcsc 1ll .S. Sc.:ard1 and f{cs1.·uc A~rc:cmc11t in 19<12 . It 
cstallli'lhcd policies for mutual l'lW1dination and control (lf Cicarrh •:ml 
rcs"·ue dforts within the RcpuMic ,,, \ "ictrwm.• 1 According tu the agree­
ment, the Vietn:uncse were rcsron,ihlc lur ci,·il ~carch and rcc;l'uc: amt for 
rcc;rue <1pcrations for their own fore<:~. Sl'Jtch and 1esrnc effort' in ~upport 
of U.S. force' brcamc the rcc;Jhlllc;ibili1,· of thl' C(lmmandcr, U.S. Military 
Asc;i,1 a rn.:e Comm•md, Vit·t 11am, and 1 lw t'ornm:rndcr, 2l1 Air Oivi,irin. • ! 
·1 hi~ :1~rl·c111cnt also delincd pruccdural 111a11er~ and emphasi1cJ the impor­
t;.11Kc of coopc:r•ll ion and pwmpt a~·t illO hy any agl ncy "10 relieve disu c\s 
wherever found."~> Thi~ dtlcumcnt me~1111 li11 le to the men tlyin~ combat 
mbsion" in 1962 ~im:c both Victnamc~l· anJ Amc1ican hm:cs were ill­
equippl·d tO fulfil) their rCSJX'OSibilil ice; urnkr the tl'rm~ of this a1?reemenl. u 

Rescue operations \'aried greatly, '''th gco~raphy, v.·eather, time of 
da)·. and the t.lispositiou of rricndly aml l'lll"lllY forces as contributing tac­
tors . Howe .. ·cr, a general search and rcs"·u1.· p;illcrn developed early in the 
Vietnam war. \\'hen an aircraft was ovcrduc at it~ destination, this wa~ 
reported to Detachment 3, Pacifo; Air Rr~l.:Ul' Cc111l·r at Tan Son Nhut. fhc 
rescue controller then askct.I the senior l'.'mtroller co h:ivc all available air · 
craft scJrch for the crash site. As soon as the wreckage of the missing plane 
was f,,und, the commander of OC'tachnu:ni ~ m&ushallcd whatev\!r forces he 
could for the rescue effort. As noted earlier, 1hc Army and the Marines ha l.J 
agreed to make their helicopters av:iilahlc whenever they were not 
needed elsewhere. Usually, American force~ were used for these rescue a t-
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tempts, bu& ir •her were unavsikWr.. •llr .-di wl rw c:ammandcr had 
!o rely on the Victnamae. a.er ahr racw force wu on lhe way, the 
Dctachmma J ma-ndcr would 1hca fly 10 the Cf8lh area by chopper. Ir 
tht site was loc3lcd more •'- a hundred mila rrom Saiaon. he look 
whacner ll'UlpOl1aaicm a. could .-acr, ......-, a C-i7 or C· Ill 10 a base 
ntarby. o He lhCD mblcd a small (orcc ud flew by helicopter to I dear· 
ina near ahe wrccU,c. Ocasio11ll1 a VictDMlllC ArmJ compuy or even a 
ba1talion wu required ao leCUl'C the.,. Wen a I a Cma putJ could be set 
down near t~ downed ainraft - dlr M •i•cn « U.C bodies were carried 
bad lo chc hclicopcer ...... JDftt ... 

Some of the pcobleml eacou&cnd durina rescue auanpes in the period 
bcforr Air Raaac Scnice hclkqltm and trained racuc personnel rcac~ 
Southnst Asia wm illustrated in a mcue opcr11ion thal occurred in Oc­
tober 1961. On the aftcrnoo11 of October I, GRAD OK 01 and ORAD OK 
02. I pair or Farm Oate T·21s. rolled in on a &arid in the mountainous 
jun1lc 11ea near the Laodan bonier Wesl or DI Nana. Tbc American pilot 
or GRAD OK 02 bore in low on his bomb rua uawarc that it was to be his 
las1. The secODd pilot waac:bcd u GltAD OK 02 wmt out or control near 1hc 
tnd of ils di" and disintqratcd upon imPKt. GRAD OK 01 returned to 
b~ and aa the million drbriefin1 reported the aircraft down in the jun1lc 
ntar a swolk'n llrram 1ha1 flowed into rbc Buona: _Maj_. A~n ~ .. ~.~ndcrs, 
< ·ommandcr. Dctachmmt l. Pxirac Air Racuc CeHtcr, wu notirled at his 
offtet in Saigon. Saunders pahercd lhe members or his racuc team, I tWO· 

man rxplosive ordnance detail, a n)'ing gfcty officer, and a photoaraphcr. 
Within the hour they took off for Da Nana on a C·lll. 

When Saunders reached Da Nani he assumed the role of on-scene· 
commander. Bric(cr11old him thal two U.S. Marine H-l4s had flown lo the 
cra'h sit~ only a few hours nrlier and di~appeared in an area known as 
.. v .c. rvicl Con1I Valley•. This U(l(l('d the ante. 

1\1 Jawn Marine helicop1crs lir&ed 1wo Vietnamese Infantry companies 
to lh(' arl·a of lhe downed aircraft . As 1he helicopters landed, enemy troops 
firing from the surroundina hillsides \\'Oundcd thrt.'C U.S. Marine crewmen 
and killed a Vietnamese soldier. Farm Gale T-281, B-26s and a Vietnamese 
:\ir force proptllcr-drivcn A· I Skyraider responded by strafing the enemy 
rmirion~ . An Amc:rk:m L-19 light ohscrvation plane directing the strike air­
craft took a hil that punctured a f ud line and v.·oundcd the Vietnamese 
obc;cr\'cr. The American pilot nursed his crippled craft with its suffering 
\'ir111:1mcsc observer ba\.·k to a for~cd landing in friendly territory. Mean­
" luk. the Victnamc~c Arm)' force landed and began hacking out a 1'1ra.cr 
lanJin~ t\.lnc to facilitah: huun: l311Jings. When tha1 rad; v.·as finished the 
1 r1 H'I'' ~liutcJ wur~ing their way hl the ~ii~ of the H-34 crashes. They 
rl'ad1ctl the dO\\ncd hc:fo.:ortall lh\.' 11cx1 morning. Oc1obcr 10. only lo find 
the: rcm;.1i11' of IO or the 12 rcrsons who h3d been aboarJ the two aircraft. 
fhl' or her I WO, i r I hey c;urvi\ ed. "ere r rohably carried off by the Viet Cong . 
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