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2. This at.zd,r outhnvq deﬁcmnmes in rescue functlon in Repubhc of
. Viet Nam and emphazizes 53 n2ed for professional rescue capability.
It is believed to be the first time that the combined effort of all mili-
tary forces have been prPSr‘ﬁth from the viewpoint of required rescue
support. Professional rescas forces ars currently nonexistent in this
theater; however, the requirement prasently exists and increases daily
as the tempo of the cournterinsurgency effort gains momentum.

" 3., Recommended within this study is the establishment of a pro-
fessional rescue force that will be the nucleus of the entire rescue
effort. These recommesrndations are considered realistic and the
minimum required to support the miszion in the Republic of Viet
Nam.

4. It is recommended that the study be adopted and that coordinatiggé
be accomplished as necessary at PACAF /CINCPAC level to minimize
delay in correcting th2 existing deficiencies therein.
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1. PURFOSE: |
a. ?o mlyu.tho combined lB/Vict.nnuo comtorinmrgncy effort
in South Vietnam with regard to rescus requirements.
b. Recommend a rescue force to pirovide equipment and profouionnl
rescue personnel to conduct and as-sist in all rescue fmctiona-..
2. DISCUSSION: ‘ -
Geperal: The mission of the combined forces of the United
States and the Republic of Vietnam dictate extensive air/ground opera-
tions over mmmuinoue gn& Juwgle terrain ‘ﬂmt for the most part is in-
accessible except by air. R-oc&very of distressed personnel via airborne
lethodn is x.xe.ceeury in all areas of South Vietnam, including the delta
or. lowland areas. This method of recovery is necessitated by the
lb.moo af adequate road or waterway systems.
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military and civilian persamiel through, and within the Republis of

Vietosn,' | | -
(a) The Totation dawmly n.omd.m-qpnml
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£. Alrgrafs:
(1) Curremtly there are no Air Rescus Service aireraft assigned
to Vistaan. Inmium,dmoormemmednécmmthom'

mvi.ou are designated sclely for rescue operations. This rnt bas
the tououing adverse affects during all rescus operaticns:

‘(a) Rescue aircraft are not immediataly available for
rescus missions. -

(b) Available aircraft are not equipped for rescue
missions; to wit, hoist, medical gear, slings, ete.

(¢) Available aircraft do not have a hoist cable long

encugh %o effect a plckup in Jugle areas where tree heights often
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(d) Availabls aircraft are subject to recall at any time
by the opamtioh&l'cmahder to complete ‘i!.heir primary cc:nbat mission,
g. Earacupel:
(V. Paraormal m:lgud to oporat.i.oml units.do not possess
roacue trd.ning other t.han baaic procednru t;ught to all aircm

'l'hoir knunledgo ot pickup procodui-es, ui-‘.h.l de].inry = uu-ah
pattom, coordinatiax roquirments and. au.rch ecutrol is nil, !oro-

~_‘.l' ...., ‘L b’-e 'ﬁ- 4 -
over, ne pcracuml are aasigzed who are trained to parachute into
i S e 2t i Y AR e & S
nount.a.infus ‘and jungleﬂ%terrain to assiat mrvivora and providn qu.tcal
.. w,a.-ug *(.-"r’ ‘.‘.7“ ..,12}-___.1,; .‘- a_.— ¥
; aixl S}i.nicoé Vint Ccng ccnt.rolled arcaa are prodonimnt.ly in this t.or-

J

rain, jbho requimont for rapid respcnso and recover,y 13 paruomt :Ln :
the mountainous/ junglo soetions of the chublic o.f. Vietnam, Under
existing coanditions recovery has taken as long as four (L) days after
the dqmed a_.ircraft was _1oc#ted due to the inability to deliver rescue
perscnnel to tha distressed area.

(2) The assigned pilot and medical pereonnei could be trained
in reséue procedures; hcwev;er, the highly specialized training require-
ments of pararescue personnel prohibits "in the field" training of
these men.

h. Support: Assigned personnel and equipment currently have
support from their parent units. : A requiramentl does exist for spec-
ially deaigned rescué kits f_or aircraft and ground perscnnel, (See
Tab E). Support activity does not exist for any specific rescue
function; however, the necessary equipment, with the exception of

speclalized rescue items, is available from cperational units,.

(5)
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3. SOECLUSIONS: T

‘B 'rhc facts m-uontod indieato an urgent need ‘exists for pro-
‘r-uum men and oquipunt., apocuny trd.ntd ad designed for ane
-umn nscm, 1‘fhc oc-bat lartiu, huu thnlity mrm. m.m

i T \‘.[ P ‘.-'J?f d.a_ ) 4-.-.‘(._

d.rnft of pcrscnnol u:d u!n‘ru nﬁhor, ecnbine to establish a hl.da
A% 'l‘h- utahl:lm.qtipr:tudml#rcm force at stre-
uuuny located fields in the Republic of Vm.m-, upun of.

I o B R O AT I et o b L L2 N

Bt

npu m ot perscnnel and equipment, wuld hln tho toll&ﬂg

i i !,f A a‘-w

i—dﬁh mu.lt.ss
(1) Provide & capability to prevent extensive and umear-

rented loes of human life.

- (2) Higher morale among air and ground 'p.r‘.omol due to the
nowledge that adequate equipnmt marmed by professional em, is
on“ilert 2k houra a day to execute rescue operations in all areas
the Republic of Vietnam.

(3) Preclude the frequent diverting of aircraft from tac-
Mical ‘missions to conduct rescue functions.

(&) Roduco, and poasibly al.in:ina.t.e a source of supply of
lm and a-nnitim to the 'H.et Cong forces operating in the l-opubli.c
of Vietnim, ‘This would be a be{ms dividend resulting from the re-
covery of mmitions and equipment from a crash site before api:ocition
‘forces could salvage these materials that are vital to-gueﬂih
éperation.
4. BECOMMENDATIONS:

a. it is recommended that rescue forces be assigned at the

(6)
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following existing bases in the Republi: of Vietnam; Bien Hoa, Can Tho,

Da Nang and Plei.ku The maximm distance between t'hese locations is

185 na.utical mi_'les, and the mir=mm d:i.sta.nca is 100 nautical miles,

(See Tab !). The locat.ion of t.hese} baaes aJlow for a reasonsble ructim

t.im to a.n;r 31t.e \d.t.h.’m t.he a{ea or respons:lbﬂity, in addition, t.hese bases

A ,.J‘.h

prcvido two itm o.f pr:lmary cmsidorat:lcn. o ’:':--,

'.-;:. B

(1) The neceaaary support is a.va.ﬂable, ,:I.ncluding an a.iratrip

£ Pl 7 SRS L PN T SR
suitable fcr ervacua.t.icn a:lrcrai‘t ‘i.f injurios are beymd the ca.pabmty
; i 2
- of t.he ba.se med:.cal rac.uitw.* _‘J@;
U iy = -‘.,4- l--f"tr-_v_.\__,-l TREEh »‘,;v_“'-‘“ T

(2) Porces are available t.o secure the réscue ra.cilitiea Iran
» hoet:lle action \lh:l_le on alart at t.he hane baso. ;

-b: It is recomme: .o that two aircraft be based at each base,
Tuo ai:cre.i‘t at each aite will insure eont.inuous ‘rescue co'umge, allow
for air a.nd ground crew t.raining and provide aircra.f‘t to supplem'xt
areas of accelerated rescue requirementa, (increased combat. operc-
tions), while maintaining a rescue czp bility for the entire area,

It should be pointed out that this should not be confused with an LER
unit Althou,gh't.he helicopters could function as LER units, their
primery mission would be area SAR coverage and operational control of
these ,ﬁnita should be vested in 2nd Air Division ACC/SARCC. ‘

(1) It is recommended tha: -ae Ah Rescﬁé Service Hi-43 heli-
copter be initially assigned this mission pending receipt of helicopters
into Air Rescue inventory with the following characteristics in addition
to those possessed by the HE-[3: :

(a) Lopger Rapge. When conducting a rescue operation in

this area, many times the helicopter mist remain airborne until the area
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"is secure or hover for exbended periods dur:lng a Jun.g.m oporation. _If
the rescue site is located on the outer perimter of a units area of
control . e., area along 17th pa.ra]lal for the Da Nang unit, see Tab l")
jt.ha ra.nge of tha BH—I.B m:ld be mmrﬁ.ciazt nnd.er the above corditions,

(b) WM ‘Bnew fire tﬂlm a
T i \_'_- E':l' ‘15— ::r’ 2% 4 "‘“«‘L § oF 3 -I»g
-'haavy toJ.l oi' he]:!.coptera :I.n the FVN nuring a recent four manth poriod

‘ PR

eight helicopters ‘were shot dom by grom:d ﬁ.re of uhich five ‘were m—]ﬁ'u,

»"-’?-1' 5 1 f'- t‘-v lrna
o ,J.ev---‘ | e
(7 S sls 5 et ,,_‘-H.. -

'\1 ‘_

s Sl h‘ﬂz‘ TR R R
"(2) The HE_3 aircraft possesses the capahility to_success-

TR e AR L e e R LR P b e
rully ot ot T aotae Earatione: ;ﬁ um";’rgﬁ of rosponsibilit.y,‘-i_
&w ﬁﬁwﬁg%&t‘%ﬁﬁwh“m > S 2k ! o 77 4

uhoreas cmmtima]ly pouared halicopters cannot. complet.e m:!.ssions be—
cause of insui’ric:.ent perfomance. " This point was forcefully brought 7
home on 9 March 1963, on a rescue mission of a Hohawlc crew at the 6000
foot level in mountainous jungle terrain. A Marine H-3l, while attempt-
ing to lower ;ammmicatims to the crast‘l sit.e, crashed and burned due
to lack of suffi;:ient power, Adequate equipment was not available to
retrieve the injured crew and the pilot and VNAF observer died during
the night. The following day another H-34 was lost on the same mission
i.n,juri.ng two crew members, The US Officer and VNAF Observer could have
‘ possibly beer saved if adequate rescue equipment ;md trained personnel _
had been aMh.
(a) The current lack of j2i fuel at three of the four re-
commer:ded ba.s;s is a Iogistics problem that can be resolved locally.
c. It is recommended that six pilot and six paramedics be assigned
to each selected base to provide for maximum effort missions, training

and crew rest requirements. It is further recommended t.hat‘ six crew
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chiefs be assigned to each base to prov.l.de fcrr alort and rescue com—
mitments, aircraft inspectiona and crew rest, (Sae Tab G).
d. It 1s recommended tha.t the alert crew be cmposed of following

crew manbers, two pilota, two parareacue ani one crew chief Because <

of t.he cmba.t conditior}u, ].a.ck of na.v:lgaticna.l facilitieu, terrain and _r

-rﬁ;‘rw_-- - 'h-

g .-; -s ;--:t,,«} ‘a-,-" ,v-:;‘u"-

margi.na.l weather in V:letnam p.he roquirmnt for tuo p:Llots is apparent. ;

=L -ire.; *mu % i 3
4 'g ’ i - -J-
The para.macue crew mqnbers w:LL'L operat.e aa a t.eam, and prwido on the
: . f zmg-&*-.,w’a '3;‘_.'_. o &7

qut mg;l..ca.l a.ssista.nce for survivors. .The crew chie.f. w:l.]l a.ct as

R SR R R I RN AR
hoist operator, and :I.n case_ of mechanical nalftmctim his preaenca and
: M'u‘ _.\__ _‘ 'A'uw-i. “.'!b;“ 1’ j&ﬂ:{g— 7,_:_4_‘)
knowledge w:\_'Ll be invaluable. |
e TRk «-ﬂ%muww«é

;;e_.' It i.s recmded t.hat t.he helicoptm ass:lgnod to th:!.a m:l.sa:lor
be equipped with a hoisr. wit.h a minimm of two lmxﬂrod and ﬁ.ﬂ;}' feet
of cable, This cne item of special equipment will allow personnel
pickups to be conq:let_e_d in jungle area without deployment of ground
partiés in at leas'l'_. t;hirty percent of the anticipated missions.

5., SUMMARY: The risk éhiironméﬁt., passenger flow and loss rate;/
(Tab I;, B, D), each in itself justifies j)rofessim&l rescue forces,
and taken in total these factors stress the urgency for these forces,
The proficiency level of assigned personnel must be high because the
combined édverse weather, terrain and combat conditions demand that
air and ground crews be the best available. The steady gfowth in

air support missions emphasizes the requirement for Professional

Rascue Forces in the Republic of Vietnam,

(9)
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Rescue w.
Portable battery powered light.

Gasoline punred eha.in saw, 247,

Body bag.
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LOSS RATE: The number of aircr&ft lmcnm to have been .torcod dcum in t.hc

B.epublic of Viet.nm due t.o bat.t.le dmgo and mechanical malnmctim tor

the period l January through 31 ‘.ugust 1963 i.s :lnd.icatod below. Many ot
FIP Y bt 3
the &1.rcraft were a?mt down b,r gromd ﬁre. ‘_‘Lircra.ft that made eont.mmd

.J\..q .ﬂ" “t;

rorced 1mdings, ‘and. t.hose t.hat cruh hndod are shoun i_n sepmto colm.
I e g e T o
Personnel killed m action’ (m), and wounded m actian (m) are a:m
:'.'t:“-—?:'. £ 1&*‘ ﬁ”‘*‘ﬁgg’?&,ﬁ _”_"“}"" :& 2’ 3ﬂ ks

ahmm. "The KIA and WIA ‘botala are considered to_ be aztrunc]; cmumtin
o s i v i i et b;'if* ity in ovatning

or e per cover _‘ “, caus e Yy ]
Lt e TR “"‘:;’z.@v‘* Y g e

axat_:t da.t.a. ..tran ;,

be:lng a_.vai,'lzg.hl 'The v‘ al Tumbe

eonsemt.ive i‘or =

COMMAND oD

- 5

UsA 58

UsMC 6

VNAF 8

OTHER "

TOTAL 83 52 31 30 54
TAB B
2d ADIV
SAR STUDY
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Critical Requirements for MATS Professional Air Rescue Service Forces in ‘i
Viet Nam (C) ] 14SEP1:0 &
AN g 4

B

MATS
i
Scott AFB, Il 143'-3 ; NOM

I S T ST I - A A S NN ™ T e e it
1. (C) We fully concur with PACAF's stated requirement for a suitable aircrew
recovery vehicle (CH3C) and attendant resources in South Viet Nam. References:

a. Hq ARS (C) Ltr (ARXDC), Subject: (U) ARS Area Rescue/Recovery Force
Requirements, dated 25 Oct 1963.

b. Hq PACAF (S) Ltr (PFODC), Subject: (U) Requirements for an Aircrew
Recovery Vehicle in the Pacific Command, dated 28 Oct 1963.

2. (C) Highly trained, professional Air Rescuemen, equipped with a minimum of
six, high speed, long range, all weather CH3C helicopters are most urgently
required to comply with USAF, CinC-PAC, PACAF and MATS (WPS) Plans task-
ing Air Rescue to recover downed air crews engaged in the "dirtiest war on earth. "
Air Rescue tasks in these plans stem from USAF policy and objectives stated in
AFR 55-7(C), ""Wartime Search and Rescue (SAR)." They are:

a. (U) The recovery of personnel.
b. (C) To deny the enemy a source of intelligence information.
c. (U) To contribute to morale of combat forces.

3. (C) USAF wartime SAR policy and objectives are not being achieved in Viet
Nam because the required resources are not available within Air Rescue Service
to do the job. By utter default then, USAF combat aircrews are made dependent
upon ill-equipped and ill-trained (for the task) U.S. Army and Marine Corps
helicopter resources diverted to accomplish our mission. (Atch #l, Mission
Reports - Use of Army/USMC helo's). Their noble efforts have wrought confusi:
and even disaster when engaged in some attempts to prosecute Air Rescue Service
missions. In one case, disaster born of confusion ook the lives of five times the
number of people initially in need of Air Rescue. Two H-34 helicopters collided
in mid-air attempting the rescue of a downed T-28 crew in the Da Nang Region
(Det 3, PARC Mission #25/8 Oct 63 - Coordinates 1542N 107 33, 154IN 107 34

on Atch #2). Had professional USAF Air Rescue Service forces been available, \
the techniques employed would have automatically averted collision and disaster.

Air Rescue Service techniques and procedures had their baptism of fire in Korea. :
) ASSICIET ‘ (

)

t1-1¢61

B ey W . v CLASTRCATION I ST
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No finer confirmation of their validity exists than is attested to by the 9,219
lives saved by ARS helicopters in that war. Famed ARS "Battle-Taxi" heli-
copter operations fully achieved USAF wartime SAR objectives in KOREA.
With at least six ARS configures CH3C's, and attendant resources, USAF
wartime SAR objectives can be met with at least equal success in South Viet
Nam.

4. (C) For less than the equivalent cost of eight days aid support of Viet Nam,
the US can equip, . train and deploy a professional air rescue unit of six CH3C's
to protect our most valuable asset, the trained combat aircrew. The US has been
supplying roughly $200 million a year in economic aid to South Viet Nam, and
about $300 million in military aid. The bulk of these aid programs continued
throughout the Buddhist crisis and the coup d'etat. Directly, or indirectly, US
Air "Advisors" administer, direct, and train the VNAF with these funds. Such
"training' has cost the US at least 137 fatalities since January 1961l. One hundred
and nine have given their lives in direct combat actions against the Viet Cong
Communists. For less than 3% of one year's American military aid dollar
investment in South Viet Nam, U.S. Airmen can be accorded the benefit

of a professional Air Rescue Unit.

5. (C) By having a minimum of 12 HH3C's in PACAF, trained crews can rotate
within the PACAF theater of operation. Thus, we recommend:

a. First USAF priority be given the acquisition and assignment of six
HH3C's and attendant resources for combat aircrew recovery duty in South
Viet Nam.

b. Second USAF priority be given the acquisition of six HH3C's (for
Pacific Area Squadron) requested in Reference 1. a.

ADRIEL N WILLIAMS 2 Atch
Brigadier General USAF 1. Mission Reperts—Use-of - Army,
Commander It’ 7 ___ USM€-heticopters.—(8)——
< &/té_ 2. Mission 2 ARC,
dtd 8 Oct 63. (G)—

When Attachment #1 is withdrawn,
the classification of this letter may be
downgraded to CONFIDENTIAL,

- T
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PROJECT CORONA HARVES

DO WOT DESTROY

\%\5 IN'I'ERVEW T oo ; 1 4 SEP 1930

Lt Col Trexler: The 13th AF SAR responsibility for SEA included the
Manila, Saigon, Bangkok and Rangoon F§§ Ma Zagrodny was at Det 2,
PARC, at the 13th AF JSARC; I wrote h f“hat was required to change
the 13th AF Regulation.

Maj Granducci: Before you got there, 13th AF possessed the SEAsia
SAR responsibility. How did 2d ADVON get the responsibility for SAR?

Lt Col Trexler: I wrote the proposed regulation for 13th AF delegating
the Saigon, Bangkok and Burma FIR's to the Commander, 24 ADVON.

Maj Granducci: ~ That was drafted when, Sir?

Lt Col Trexler: I don't know the month -- it was a couple months
after I got there -- I would say the latter part of 1962. I also

wrote the 2d ADVON Regulation which gave the Bangkok FIR SAR respon-
sibility to the Commander of Don Muang,and we also gave him the Rangoon
responsibility. Maj Scott was at Don Muang, TDY from PARC. He had a
little desk set up in a tent; he had the maps and everything he would
need to run a SAR mission. He was there to control SAR missions in
Thailand or Burma.

Maj Granducci: What didn't he have?

Lt Col Trexler: Civil SAR authority which is ICAQ. . .he had military
SAR.

Maj Granducei: I think what you are saying is that he did not, in fact,
have any SAR authority until the 13th AF Regulation was published.

Lt Col Trexlexr: The same would hold true for us at 24 ADVON. You see,
PARC sent Al McNamee and Al Sherry over there TDY as early as, I believe,
January 62; there were TDY people there until I arrived in 62 (Jul).

It was several months later (when the 13th AF Reg was published) because
I was trying to get my feet on the ground and get SAR forces together.

It was several months though before I got arocund to writing the regulation.

Maj Granducci: I'm trying to get at the atmosphere within the AOC
when you arrived. The AOC had been controlling the Rescue function.
When you got there what were you expected to do? How much problem, if
any, did you have in drafting and selling the necessity for proper
promulgation of SAR authority and SAR directives?

19/

YUNMOCLASSIFIED Bl 7

6IS5T6L00

L= BChe —L



Lt Col Trexler: When I walked in they said, "You are to assume the
entire SAR responsibility for SEA. . . ." There was a period of time

between the TDY of the PARC people and when I got there. I got busy

writing up rules, regulations and procedures on how to get Vietnamese,

grmy, Navy, Marine and the few USAF forces together and function as a
AR team.

Maj Granduceci: Did you have any indications that there had been any
work done in this area before you got there?

Lt Col Trexler: No. I saw not one single piece of paper, procedure
or anything else when I walked in. In fact, there wasn't even a desk.

Maj Granducci: How about informal?

Lt Col Trexler: The AOC had been controlling SAR during the period of
time when the PARC TDY people were gone; and when I got there, the AOC
people were pretty well versed on how to run a SAR mission, where to

get forces and the like. I got all the information from them. I then
visited the Vietnamese over at their headquarters and the Saigon Fire
Department for SCUBA divers and the like. After this, I started putting
procedures together on how to get various types of aircraft, boats and
the SCUBA divers. The big headache in the whole show over there was
lack of equipment to conduct the SAR mission. Also, we had no communi-
cations; we didn't even have communications within the base. Trying

to get Da Nang and Soc Trang was an impossibility. However, we really
had no trouble in accruing SAR forces; the only thing is we had to take
what was available, what was not out on a2 tactical mission, which many
times left a lot to be desired. We had the Army H-21 helicopters;but
they were not hoist equipped, so I got 250 ft. of rope to put in every
helicopter, both Marine and Army. We got litters by sending an emergency
requisition out to all bases in the Pacific. We found 8 1litters to be
carried on helicopters; they were old, either damaged in shipment or
broken before they were shipped. So we went downtown, got old rings

and cable, fixed them all up and sent them all out to strategic locations.
I believe, there were only four of those locations; and they were the
same locations for which we later requested dedicated SAR forces:

Da Nang, Pleiku, Bien Hoa and Soc Trang. At that time the Army was at
Soc Trang.

Maj Granducci: To your knowledge, when ycu arrived in SEA as the
first PCS Det 3 Commander, was there any degree of SAR authority vested
in the 2d ADVON?

Lt Col Trexler: To my knowledge, there was nothing published; however,
there could have been verbal or printed messages between 13th AF and

2d ADVON indicating or vesting SAR authority for that area. I'm
unaware of any written document vesting SAR in 2d ADVON.




