


REPLY TO 

Hl'!adquarters 
SECOND AIR DIVISION 
Thirteenth Air Force 

United States Air Fo r ce 
APO 143, San Francisco, Ca.lUornia 

ATTN OF:ZCCR "'· =:.~ . ··· ,; · .... .• ··.:'. -~ ; _ ·' "'." . ·"'- 7 Nov 1963 
-· 1~ A,,.· _/.'7.;.,-_,,-f ~ :{</_;}:; 1~~ ~,o.(?cr) 

SUBJECT: Requiremen~ forf>rofessior;al Rescue Forces in R/public of Vi.et Nam .· • 
• t ;..... .. t 

TO: 13AF, APO 74, US Foi:ces · · •·p 
PAC.AF. "APO 953; ·.US -For~es i-
IN TURN . . ;. I •• 

J<· '-' ' • _.. ', -1.· "• • •• ~ ~ ,1¥i" .. '• • r - .• ~ 
1. In response· to~ reque~t.J.n !Xles~age PF ARS-OP-15ZK, ·dated Z . -~'t:> 
Oct 1963, the attached study concerning resc~e ·_capabilities in "RVN 
is forwarded . ~t has not b~en 'co~rdinated with MACY. . 

.· ... 
.. .. 

2. This stud/ outlino: ~ deficiencies in res cu<? function in Republic. of 
. Viet Nd.m and empha .::: iz•! P. t'-1 ! :1~ed for p rofessional rescue capability. 

It is believed to be the fir ~ t time L~at the combined effort of all mili­
tary forces h~ve been prPS•!nt'!d from th e viewpoint of required rescue 
support. Profe 'ision.tl r~sc ~1e forces ar~ currently nonexistent in this 
theater; however, the reqairem~n~ pre s ently exists and increases daily 
as the tempo of the cour.terins ..irg"!!tCY e ffort gains momentum. 

3. Recommended wit~i:-. e ·,i!- s t ·1dy is t h e establishment of a pro­
fessional resc ue fore!! thu..t will he the nacleus of the entire rescue 
effort. These rec0mm~nciatinns a;-e c on sidered realistic and the 
minimum required t o i:-,npp o rt t !">e m1s d 0n in the Republic of Viet 
Nam. 

4. It is re c omnv-!n d eii tha.t~ thc study be adopted and that coordination 
be accomplished a s rtl:' r.~s ~ ar"{ ; tt P ACAF /CINCPAC level to minimizEf' 
delay in correcting th?. exi r;~in i,; df!ficie n c i e s therein. 

,,---
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/,. .' _,. ' /. , 0 ,_ ,_..V., .. 

ROLLEN H. ANT HIS 
Major General, USAF 
Commander 
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SECRET 
--.-. Headquarters 

SEOOHD ilR DIVISIC* 
TM.rt.enth Air Poree 

APO 143, San 1ranoillC01 Cal.Uonda . 
• i> 

. . 
auamct• lequ.1.rmmt tor Protenimal leene '°"" Sn tM ~Uo et 

Yiatnla ~ • 

WMUCl8• , 

lffcue Operatims .' 
• • ... .. - ~119" 

d. Joint lL5/lietnamese Search and Rescue Ap ••mt. 

1. fUR:POS!: 
a. To~ th• ccabined ~/Vietnamese ooanterinsurgeD07 efton 

1n South Vietnaa with regard to rescue requireM1Dts. 
-

b; RecOll9lend a rescue force to provide equiptent and proteaaicmal 

rescue per8Cl'lllel to conduct and aaaiat in all reecue fullctiooa .• . 
' -

2. DIS:USSIOH: 

a. C{stral: The mission ot the ecabined t ore•• of the United 

Stat.ee and the Republic of Vietnam dictate ext.nain air/ground opera­

Uai. Oftr mount&inoua and jungle terrain that tor t.he aoat part ie tn­

&ccesaibl.e except b7 air. Recover:r of dietreased per8crmel ri.& airborne 

•ethoda Ls neceesar:r in all areas ot South Vietnam, including the delta 

or Jewl md areas. Thia aethod of reeovel'7 ia neeeeaitated h1' the 

~ ot adequate road or vaterwq ~eteu. 
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SFC/ffT ~ 
11111\al'J' and cirl.Uan pencmbel throqb, and vithiia UM lepal>JJ,e ~ 

• .1 
Yi.tDaa .• . 

(a) The· rotaUca ~ .·•PPN'zi~ 14,oao ldlltarr P1r• in.i 

. - -
hOM•••, el]. Olot• lmdmW' 1p""'.,,,. Sh• !mab11e"ot Tidw RI . . . ~ 

. . -
• (1) C..rent.q there are no Air Besa. S.niae aboJ'9ft ,_,.,... 

I I • 

to Viet.naa. In addit.icn, ncne ot the uei&ned ~ 1n the .)118'' 

~· _ue designated aoleq tor reewe operati.om. ~ tad bu· 

\be tollawtnc arheree attecta during all ...... operatJ.eo111 
, 

• .._(a) Jleaoae ~raft &re not. 1C ?d'•Mk anUable f_or . 

...... 111.aeiaaa. ;-·: 

( b) 1..,.1 leble -aircratt. are not equipped tor reeae· 
. . 

-'•ima; to "1\1 hoiat, ..U.Cal gear, aJinga, etc. 

( o) 1..,.1 lahle airoraft do not ban a ho1et oab1e 1mg 

~~ ~ ottec:\ a_piakup 1n ~ _.. l&e:re tne beiMt.a ~ 

axceed.~. teet. · 
.J . 

5EJ;R£f: 
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Sf l '/ff 7 
(d) Avail&bl6 aircraft are subj ect to recall at ~ U.. 

b7 the operational ·camnander to cc:aplete their priJna.r7 canbat .Uaicn. 

I• Porsgnnel: 
-

(l) Pereormel ueigl'led to operational unit.a .do not. poa ... • . . . 
rescue ttaimng other than b&eio procecturea taught to all d.rC~. . . ~ . . 
Their knowledge ot pickup proc9dures, aerial delive1"1 and aearch 

- - - - - - ' 
pattel'D8, ·coordinaticxi requirements and ee&reh caitrol ia nil. Kore-

• ... • '.4.- ... ' • . .. 

oyer, no pereOllllel are assigned vho are ~rained to parachute into 
, (• .. , : I '•'>' t • • • 7 • .,,.. - "'''. ~ • 

mountainoue and juDgle terrain too aesist eurviTOrs and proTide m«tdical 
.. · -~·: ...... ·,.,· . .. . . - . . . . ,.. ' . 

·aid. Since.Viet C~ cait.rolled ~ are predcninantq. in thia te~ 
• : •• • '"',.. •. • ~ ."T • ~ • 1 ... • . 

rain, .th• requirement for rapid response and recove1"1 18 parUIOUllt ill 

the mounta.inoua/ jungle section• of the Republic ot Viet.nail. Under · 

existing conditions recove17 has taken aa long as four (4) da7s after 

the downed &ircra!t was located due to the ina.bllit;y to delinr rea~e 

per9onnel to ths distreeeed area. 

(2) The aseigned pilot and medical perSC11nel could be trained 

in rescue procedures; however, the highly specialized training req~­

ments ot parareecue personnel prohibits "in the tieldn training ot 

these men. 

h. Support: Aseigned persormel and equipment current~ have . ~ 

~support !ran their parent tmite. A requirement doee exist tor apec-

1.al.17 designed reecue kits tor aircraft and ground pereamel. (See · 

Tab E). Support activity does not erl3t !or ~ epeeific rescue 

tunctian; however, the necee~r.r equipm811t, vi.th the exception of 

~cialized re~cue iteme, ie ava.11able from operatiaia.l. tmite. 

_)£C[f£~L 
- - - - .. ... . .. !I< ... 

.. 
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srCRit 
.3. pcttmqm: I 

• d 

t•uimal-Mn and equ.ipmct. apeci&ll.7 . trdlled and deaigac tor ~ 
l # ' •• • • • \ • ,, 

w!Rtcm - llSCm. ~ ~t aarUee, _hi&b dmW.t7 trattio, .-.1 .. 
,. .• ~ • • . . ·. '. -. .J. ... ...,, .. .. Ao . •• • • •• •" • 

airlift of peramnel and ad?Va• wather, cc..bine to e8tablitb a UF .;. 
.. . , .,., . ; . 

·1' 1fat.e ·r.vitas 

; (1) Pronde a oapM>ilit7 to Jrft9Dt ext-1•• mt ·....,_ 

reSecl loea of hman lite. 

. · · (2) Higher morale aaig air and ground P.r9onnel dale t.o ·the 

·bowl.edge that adequate equ.ipllent,, manned bT proteeeioDal c~,, 1a 

0n"1e~ 24 hours a d&7 to execute reacue operaticma 1D all &rM8 

(3) Preclude the frequent di-.erling of aircraft.. frcm tac­

··Ue:aJ."'aieai.cna to cc:mduc"\ rescue tunctiona. 

(4) Reduce,, and poesib:l-7 Al1Jlinate, a eource ot qp]7 ot . . .. '. 
Uiia and·• in1Ucm \o the Viet Ccmg fore•• operating in ·t.lle &epibl.ic 

·.oi .Vi.8\nlm. ·niu would be a balus divi.d~nd r eeul.t1ng trca tile N-. 
\ 

CO¥e17 of ami~icne and equi.Jaent traa a crash aite before a,Po.!Uon 

·toJ.Oia could aalTage these materials that are rltal to · guerilla 

~raum. 

· 4. Jli#iiPDA'i'IoHss 

a. it ia rec~ended that rescue rorcea be aaei8ned at the 

(6) 

- .c; Fr R Ff__ 
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5EC((ff 
!ollow.ing existing bases in the Republl : ?! Viet nam; Bien Hoa, Can 'l'b.oJ 

Da Nang and Pleiku. The~ dlltance between these locations is 

185 nautical mi.+es, and the mir :.:"'tum di:stance fa 100 nautical miles. 

(See 'tab :!) • The location o! these } bases al.low !or a reumable reaction 
. . . 

' time to a:rJ7' aite within the ar4'8. or responsih1Ht7; in addition, the:se bases 
! ••• l .. ·._ ~ 

provide tvo ite:mis o! primaey ccmsideratic:m: .- ! 11 r. -

c . . (1) . The neces88l7 support is- available, includine an ainstrip 
··. .. 

suitable !or evacuatioo. aircraft, -u injuries a.re be,-md the capabilit;r 

or. the ~. medical. r~cilit)r.',,·-r-· 

- . . ... .•• - . •. . , . . • •· .J .. ~ l "'"' .. 4. 

Forees are available to secure the rescue facilities from 

~ hoStile action while or. alert at the heme baae. .. 

· ~. It is recomme; .,·ct" that tvo aircraft be based at each base. 

'rwo aircre.rt at each site will insure contiiluous rescue coverage, allow 

!or air and ground crew training, and provide aircraft to supplement 

areas or accelerated rescue requirements, (increased ~t opera':. 

tions), ldlile maintaining a rescue c~i: .bilit;r t ar the entire area. 

It should be pointed out that this should not be contused. with an U!R 

unit . Although the helicopters could function as LBR units, their 

primary r.iission would be area SAR coverage and operational control or 
these units should be vested in 2nd Air Division AOCJSARCC. 

(1) It is recanmended that ·;he Air Rescue Service HH-43 hell: 

copter be init1.ally ass igned this mission pending receipt or helicopters 

into Air Rescue inventor;y w.!.th the following characteristics in addition 

to those posses sed by the HH-43: 

(a) Longer Range. When conducting a rescue operation in 

this area, nany times the helicopter :m.i.:;t ~in airborne until t.he a::-ea 

Robert1
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SECffEr . 
·is secure or hover !or extended periods during a jungle operation. Ir 

the rescue site is located on the outer perimeter o! a units a..-ea o! · " 

control (i. e •• area along 17th parallel ! or the Da Nang unit• see Tab F)• 

the range or the BH-43 would be in8Uf't1.cient under the above conditioru1. 

1 (b)_. Lesa Vu1nor&ble to Ensgy Actim. :Snem;r tire takes a 
~ : . . . . . . . . .. : ..... 

heavy toll or helicopterzs 1n · the RVH. _ ~ a recent rotir month period• - •. . ., 
eight helicopters ~re ehot d011111 bT -~ tire ot ldlich five were lll-~· a • 

.,. • • " I • • ' • # 

• ~ ~ ' I 

one a..:.j4 and _t..;o H_:21.•s:= 
...... . .. .. ~·~.·'_!·'~f. 1 ..; ' •. _..,.. - - -

·. (2) .. The HH-43 aircra!'t r possesses the capabilit;y to succese-
. •J' ~ ·: ~.of'.. • : . "'"' .t. • ~ ••.ft- . . ... . • .., - . . . 

' ':..-. ·. 'I . . ),,,"' ".'""~ ; .., ~ ,.-.f;j. -:· ~ ~ .. ' . : · • .... ~ . ,. . · 
~ conduct most ·rescue operations in the area or responsibilit7 • 

. _. . •· • -~ . r • •• ~ . ~ • . 
: ._ ~' • "'!' ... ·... ' ., -!- V.; .,,. - ~-. :,,. .,. • : ., .. 'r" 

whereaa conventicmal17 powered helicopters cannot complete mis81ons be-

cause of in~ficient per!onnance. This p oint was !orcetull7 brought 

bane on 9 March 1963. on a rescue mission o! a Mohawk crew at the 6000 

root level in mo\llltainou s jungle terrain. A Marine H-J4. while attempt-

1ng to lCMer caammicaticns to the cr&Sl s i te, cr&Bhed and bumed due 

to lack or sufficient power. Adequate equipnent was not available to 

retrieve the injured crew and the pilot and VNAF observer died during 

the night. The following da;y another H-34 was lost on the same mission 

injuring tvo crew n:embers. The US Officer and VNAF Observer could have 

possibl.7 been saved il ad.equate rescue equipnent and trained personnel 

had been avail.able. 

(a) The current 1..9.ck of J-3-t. f uel at three o! the four re-

conmer.ded bases is a 1 :·e istics problem that can be resolved loc~. 

c. It is reconmended that six pilot and :six paramedics be assigned 

to each selected base to provide for max1mum effort missions, training 

and crew rest requirements. It is further recomnended that six crew 

. (8) 

SEC/FE/-
t.t,:.eJ<-'"-... ·--~-.. ~·- - - ......-:1 
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chiefs be aesigned to each base to proVide tor alert and rescue ean­

mitment s, aircraft inspections and crev rest. (See Tab G). 

d. It is recamnended. that t.he alert crev be canpoeed. ot !ollarl.ng 

crew members; two pilots, tvo parareecue and one crew chief. Because . 

o! the canbat conditiorus, lack or navf&ational facilities, terrain and 
·. " . - ... . . . ' .. . ,. . . . 

marginal weather in Vietnam the requirement tor two pilots is apparent. 

The pararescue crew members .will 0perate as a team, and protlde on the 
... f . "\ 

spot med!cal assistance !or survi.vors. The crew chie! will &ct aa 
. .~ - . . ....... '·~ : ...... '.. tf ~- .. P",~. • - •• • • • 

hoist operator, and in case of mechanical aal.tuncticm his presence and 
• . 1 • \" t • I 

. I . . -. .. • .·"- • ·: 

knowled&e vi.11 be invaluable.' 
• p • -'.. •• :;! :,.__ " 1 ,;/" "· tr' 

e. It is rec~ded that the_ h~iicoptens assf&ned to _thh mieeior. 

be equipped with a hoisi; with a minimum o! two hundred and fitt7 !eet 

of cable. This cne item of special equipmept vi~ al.lcw personnel 

pickups to be completed in jungle area without depl01Jllent or ground 

parties in at least thirty percent· or the anticipated. missiorus. 

5. SU¥.MARI: The ri5k enviror.ment, passenger ficw and loss rate, / 

(Tab A; B, D), each in ~tsel! justifies professional rescue forces, 

and take.~ in total these factors stress the urgenc,- !or these forces. 

The ~roficiency level of ~signed personnel must be high because the 

ccmbi ned adverse wea~ner, terrain and canbat conditions demand that 

air and ground crews be the best available. The steady growth in 

air supp~rt missions en:phasizes the requirement for Pr0fessional· 

Raecue Forces in the Republic of Vietnam. 

SEC!:FP -
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1* 
6* 
2* 
l* 
l* 
2 *. 

I 2 * t 
' 1 .. ~ 

1 
. 3 

1 
1 
l 

leacue baabt. 

Portable bat.t917 powered ~t • 
Gaaoline powered chain saw• 24" • · 
Boq baa· 
PIC-10 1'9dio. 

TAB'! 
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LOSS RATE: The number of aircraft known to. ban . been forced dam in th• 
. 

Republic of Vietnam due to battle damage md mechanical malfunction tor 

the period 1 Janua17 through Jl August 196J ia indicated below. ~ ot 
. 

the airers.rt were ehot down ~ ground tire • • .lircratt that made controlled . . . . . . 
forced land1 ngs, and those that crash landed are shown in separate colmne. 
-. . . '. (. ~~ .·~·. :·" - .. , ·~~u: ..• .. , .. ._.. . , 

~personnel killed ill action (KIA), aD:i vounded in action (Wli) are also 
. ~ ., '•' ,' ,.·-:- . • "7!... . _. • -·~ I 

shown. The KIA and llIA totals . are c~e~ to be e.xtrem84· ccmsern.tin' 
~ • 1'! t ...,. ,,.._ •. • fJ - • ! 

.. i>" ' • • • ,.~ .~ '\ ... • • ..,... ·- ,• 

I
.tor the period covered. This , is caused ~the d1!!icult7 in obtaining J 
·' ~ •. _,.· .:> ·~ i.°" ,at. ~ '$ ' . - . • ....... ~. I . - .I 
((,. 1 .... ·~~ ,.<~~-!"':"" ·.l· ! ., .· ... · .·.· .... ~. 
exact data !ram .each ot the joint aervices, ' due to incomplete records 
• • .,.·.,. ·-t.:~ I. • • • ·. 'ifl. • • '. : • , J' • ' I 

. . . ~ .. , <-t~ .. ·.~ -~ ':-, ~~7·1 _:.of':. :_i: t "~f ~r. . . . . . . r-

being a~11~b:~~;, t~al. ~r.o! downed aircraft~ ~o conaiderid 

conservative !or the same reason. 
. 

COMMAND DO'htOO> CRAsm> FORCED LAND Ill Wli 

USil' 9 9 0 7 0 

USA 58 32 2b ·v·2Q J6 

UEMC 6 2 ~ 1 4 

VNAF 8 7 l 2 14 

OTHER ..L 2 ~ ..1!L! 1U!.. 
TOTAL SJ 52 Jl JO 54 

src FfEI 
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~ .._. 
....._ ·. j 

~ -c-. 
_;:. ... "'>. 

~·aNFMSW'"'S~~~~~--n. 

C ~ C L ri ;,,RoJ :~r c::_::~~!,~\-·H:~vEs}! . .. . . -'j ' 
: • t •• f ~. •J.' . ': . : 

ARCCO D _. ,.. . . ~·..:. 18 -Nevl'63 ' 

Critical Requirements for MA TS Professional ~ir Rescue Service Forces in ~ 
.. . . : , • ·~: • r • ': ._ 

~ - j 
Viet Nam (C) ~' 1 ·~ SEP ::~·J ~ 

--~ """\ ~ .-?~ ~ .. 
~ jc\ .J.'' ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~·~ r~ ~ No_()QQ~41l9 ~ 

t""-~~c:-·&-.,•1M'Uk~-~-~ 

MATS 
Scott AFB, Ill 

1. (C) We fully concur with PACAF's stated requirement for a suitable aircrew 
recovery vehicle (CH3C) and attendant resources m South Viet Nam. References: 

a. Hq ARS (C) Ltr (ARXDC), Subject: (U) ARS Area Rescue/Recovery Force 
Requirements, dated 25 Oct 1963. 

b. Hq PACAF (S) Ltr (PFODC), Subject: (U) Requirements for an Aircrew 
Recovery Vehicle in the Pacific Command, dated 28 Oct 1963. 

2. (C) Highly trained, professional Air Rescuemen, equipped with a minimum of 
six, high speed, long range, all weather CH3C helicopters are most urgently 
required to comply with USAF, CinC-PAC, PACAF and MATS (WPS) Plans task­
ing Air Rescue to recover downed air crews engaged in the "dirtiest war on earth." 
Air Rescue tasks in these plans stem from USAF policy and objectives stated in 
AFR 55-7(C), " Wartime Search and Rescue (SAR)." They are: 

a . (U) The recovery of personnel. 

b. (C) To deny the enemy a source of intelligence information. 

c. (U) To contribute to morale of combat forces. 

3. (C) USAF wartime SAR policy and objectives are not being achieved in Viet 
Nam because the required resources are not available within Air Rescue Service 
to do the job. By utter default then , USAF combat aircrews are made dependent 
upon ill-equipped and ill-trained (for the task) U.S. Army and Marine Corps 
helicopter resources diverted to accomplish our m ission. (Atch #1, Mission 
Reports - Use of Army/ USMC helo's). Their noble efforts have wrought confusi· 
and even disaster when engaged in some attempts to prosecute Air Rescue Service 
missions. In one case, disaster born of confusion ~ook the lives of five times the 
number of people initially in need of Air Rescue. Two H-3.f helicopters collided 
in mid-air attempting the rescue of a downed T-28 crew in the Da Nang Region 
(Det 3, PARC Mission #25/8 Oct 63 - Co~rdinates 15.f2N 107 33, 1541N 107 3.f 
on Atch #2). Had professional USAF Air Rescue Service forces been available, 
the techniques employed would have automatically averted collision and disaster. 
Air Re scue Service techniques and procedures had their baptism of fire in Korea. 

(~ _ .... . ... ~:' ~'. 

.... • - I. ' 

.. . 
.· i 

....... "''R 

. t . .. •" : . "~ 
/'1 tj _____ .. . , 

...... ..... J ..... , :.~ 
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-

wa 
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No finer confirmation of their validity exists than is attested to by the 9, 219 
lives saved by ARS helicopters in that war. Famed ARS "Battle-Taxi" heli­
copter operations fully achieved USAF wartime SAR objectives in KOREA. 
With at least six ARS configures CH3C's, and attendant resources, USAF 
wartime SAR objectives can be met with at least equal success in South Viet 
Nam. 

4. (C) For less than the equivalent cost of eight days aid support of Viet Nam, 
the US can equip, train and deploy a professional air rescue unit of six CH3C's 
to protect our most valuable asset, the trained combat aircrew. The US has been 
supplying roughly $200 million a year in economic aid to South Viet Nam, and 
about $300 million in military aid. The bulk of these aid programs continued 
throughout the Buddhist crisis and the coup d'etat . Directly, or indirectly, US 
Air "Advisors" administer, direct, and train the VNAF with these funds. Such 
"training" has cost the US a t least 137 fatalities s ince January 1961. One hundred 
and nine have given their lives in direct combat a ctions against the Viet Cong 
Communists. For less than 3% of one year's American military aid dollar 
investment in South Viet Nam, U.S. Airmen can be accorded the benefit 
of a professional Air Rescue Unit. 

5. (C) By having a minimum of 12 HH3C's in PACAF, trained crews can rotate 
within the PACAF theater of operation. Thus, we recommend: 

a . First USAF priority be given the acquisit ion and assignment of six 
HH3C's and attendant resources for combat aircr ew recovery duty in South 
Viet Nam. 

b . Second USAF priority be given the acquis ition of six HH3C's (for 
Pacific Area Squadron) reque sted in Reference 1. a. 

ADRIEL N WILLIAMS 
Brigadier General USAF 
Commander 

When Attachment #1 is withdrawn, 
the classification of this letter may be 
downgraded to CONFIDENTIAL. 

2 

2 Atcb. 
l Mi ssion "Reports Use of Auny, 

__ USMC helicopters. (SJ-
2. Mis sion Report 125, Det 3, PARC, 

d td 8 Oct 63. -(Gt-

CUMf \OEN1l~l 
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PROJECT CORONA HARVES 
~.> 

-~~t0 "~~?> INTERVIEW BETWEEN 

Ernest J. Trexler, Lt Col USAF 
Joseph S. Granducci, Maj, USAF 

7 January-1969 

' DO NOT DEST:lOY 

14SEP1990 

No 

Lt Col Trexler: The 13th AF SAR responsibi lity for SEA included the 
Manila, Saigon, Bangkok and Rangoon ~· s .........._~~-- Zagrodny was at Det 2, 
PARC, at the 13th AF JSARC; I wrote him f'lhat was.., req_uired to change 
the 13th AF Regulation. / 

Maj Granducci : Before you got there, 13th AF possessed the SEAsia 
SAR responsibility. H:JW did 2d ..ADVON get t he respon~ibility for SAR? 

Lt Col Trexler: I wrote the proposed r egulation for 13th AF delegating 
the Saigon, Bangkok and Burma FIR's to the Commander, 2d ADVON. 

Maj Granducci : That was drafted when, Sir? 

Lt Col Trexler: I don't know the month -- it was a couple months 
after I got t here -- I"Vould say the latte~~part ~of 1962 . I also 
wrote the 2d ADVON Regulation which gave the Bangkok FIR SAR respon­
sibility to the Cormnander of Don Muang,and we also gave him the Rangoon 
responsibility. Maj Scott was at Don Muang, TDY from PARC . He had a 
little desk set up in a tent ; he had the maps and everything he would 
need to run a SAR mission . He was there to control SAR missions in 
Thailand or Burma. 

Maj Granducci: What didn ' t he have? 

Lt Col Trexler : Civil SAR authority which i s ICAO. . .he had military 
SAR. 

Maj Granducci: I think what you are saying is that he did not , in fact , 
have any SAR authority until the 13th AF Regulation was published. 

Lt Col Trexler : The same would hold true f or us at 2d ADVON . You see , 
PARC sent Al McNamee and Al Sherry over there TDY as early as , I believe, 
January 62; there were TDY people there until I arr ived in 62 (Jul). 
It was several months later (when the 13th AF Reg was published) because 
I was trying to get my feet on the ground and ge~ SAR forces together . 
It was several months though before I got around to writing the regulation.~ 

~'. Maj Granducci: I'm trying to get at the atmosphere within the AOC .JJ 

when you arrived . The AOC had been controlling the Rescue function . ---C::: 

When you got there what were you expected to do? How much problem, if \~ 
any, did you have in drafting and selling the necessity for proper ~ 
promulgation of SAR authority and SAR directives? \ 

~ 



Lt Col Trexler: 'When I walked in t hey said, .. You are to assume the 
entire SAR r esponsibility for SEA •••• " There vas a period of t~ 
between the TDY of the PARC people and vben I got there . I got busy 
writing up rules , regulations and procedures on bow to get Vietna.::iese , 
Army, Navy, Marine and the few USAF for ces together and functi on as a 
SAR team. 

Maj Granducci: Did you have any i ndicati ons that there had been any 
work done in this area before you got t her e? 

Lt Col Trexler: No . I saw not one single piece of paper, procedure 
or anything else when I walked in. I n fact, there wasn't even a desk . 

Maj Granducci : How about informal? 

Lt Col Trexler: The AOC had been controlling SAR during the period of 
time when the PARC TDY people were gone; and when I got there, the AOC 
people were pretty well versed on how to run a SAR mission, where to 
get forces and the like. I got all the information from them. I then 
visited the Vietnamese over at their headquarters and the Saigon Fire 
Department for SCUBA divers and the like . After this , I started putting 
procedures together on how to get various types of aircraft , boats and 
the SCUBA divers. The big headache in the whole show over there was 
lack of equipment to conduct the SAR mission. Also, we had no communi­
cations; we didn't even have conn:nunications within the base. Trying 
to get Da Nang and Soc Trang was an impossicility. However, we really 
had no trouble in accruing SAR forces; the only thing is we had to take 
what was available, what was not out on a t a ctical mission, which many 
times left a lot to be desired . We had the Army H- 21 helicopters;but 
they were not hoist equipped, so I got 250 ft. of rope to put in every 
helicopter, bo~h Marine a.~d Arr:J.y . We got litters by sending an emergenc~ 
requisition out to all bases in the Pacific. We found 8 litters to be 
carried on helicopters; they were old, eithe r damaged in shipment or 
broken before they were shipped. So we wen~ downtown, got old rings 
and cable, fixed them all up and sent them all out to strategic locatibns . 
I believe, there were only four of those locations; and they were the 
same locations for which we later requested dedicated SAR forces: 
Da Nang, Pleiku, Bien Hoa and Soc Trang. At that time t he ~y "'Was at 
Soc Trang. 

Maj Granducci : To your knowledge , when you arrived in SEA as the 
first PCS Det 3 Cormnander, was there any degree of SAR authority vested 
in the 2d ADVON? 

Lt Col Trexler: To my knowledge, there was nothing published; however, 
there could have been verbal or printed messages between 13th AF and 
2d ADVON indicating or vesting SAR authority for that area. I'm 
unaware of any written document vesting SAR in 2d ADVON. 
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