
Reliance on external resources for aircraft suppor : created 

pr~blems for the rescue detachment. Despite good lnte11tlons, Army 

and Marine helicopters were neither trained nor equlpp1•d to con­

duct combat rescue operatlcns. An example of the dlff !culties 

encountered by the early rescue forces occurred on Mar c h 9, 1963. 

An Army OV- 1 reconnaissance airplane crashed near the top of a 
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6,000 foot mountain in the central highlands. T~o Hari ne H-340 

hel1copters were dispatched tc insert a four-man rescue team at 

the crash site. One of the helicopters attempted to 101er a mem­

ber of the rescue party down to the ground on a cable. However, 

the cable w~s not long enough to penetrate the tall jun< le can­

opy. When the helicopt er tried to hover lower, it lost power and 

crashed. The V1etnamese ranger who was on the cable at the time 

was killed, but the aircrew managed to escape the wreckage before 

it eKploded. The co-pilot, however, later died from the severe 

burns he had received. 

The following ~?rning, another rescue attempt was made. ~ 

second Harine helicopter crashed while trying to put the rescue 

team on the ground. Two of the crew were injured, but ti ls tline 

no o~e was killed. Eventually, the bodies of the OV-1 'pilot, the 

Vietnamese ranger, and the Harlne co-pilot were recove~ed. The 

rescue attempt cost two lives and caused two aircraft to ~e lost. 

It was clear that a specialized rescue force was required to more 

effectively operate over the dense jungles and rugged mou1tain ter­

rain of Southe~~t Asla. 22 



On March 9, 1.263, an Army OV-1 " ohawk" twin-en~ine recon­
naissance aircraft crashed near the top of a 6,000-foot mountaii 1 in the cen­
tral highlands. Two Marine H-34D helicopters attempted to 1 md a foUT­
man American-Vietnamese rescue team at the crash site. 1 ~ne of the 
helicopters hovered over the tall jungle canopy while a Vietna iese airman 
was lowered on a cable. The short cable forced the helicopter to hover close 
lO the tree tops. Suddenly it stalled and fell through the tree. killing the 
dangling Vietnamese. The crewmembers crawled from the bt ming craft 
before it exploded; however, the severely burned copilot died during the 
night. The next morning, a second Marine helicopter, attemP.ti ig the same 
pickup, met with the fate of its predecessor. This time two crewr.1en were in­
jured, but no one was killed. 41 Nevertheless, two men died anc two others 
were injured during the rescue attempt. 


