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Capsule Baby Sitters’
et Medals, Mainland Trip

Sergeants Vigare, "u"nrg&s and McEIure (fram left) wear their Air Mudali and
point to Hawaii on a globe.—Star-Bulletin Phote.




i The three sergeants who
spent a night baby-sitting for
Discoverer XXV's instru-

| ment capsule got their re-

wards today in the form of
medals and orders to the

Mainland.

The object of all the fuss
—1the capsule laden with in-
struments the mnature of
which hasn't been disclosed
—is in Sunnyvale, Califor-
nia, being dizsected by scien-
tists.

The sergeanis received
Air Medals from General
Emmett ('Donnell Jr.,, Pa-
eific Air Forces commander,
| at Hickam Air Force Base,

Technical Sergeant Leote
M. Vigare and Staff Sar-
geants William Vargas and

{ Ray E. McClure leave for the

| Mainland tonight.

| They'll spend a week
making television appear-

ances and relaxing. A

The Dave Garroway show
and perhaps the Ed Sullivan
| Show are on their schedule
| in New York City.

Discovereser XXV was

launched Friday gnd orbit-
ed sarth for mors than BO

hours before its capsule was
ejected into the Pacifie
Ocean northeast of Oahu
Sunday.

The sergesants, all para-
rescue men, parachuted to
the capsuls, bhobbed on the
waves with it all Sunday
night and wers lgtﬂmd up by
the destroyer ndford yves-
terday.

“Everything bhappened
fast it seems like it didn’t
happen at all.,"” said Vi

Both Vigare and argas
ware seasick some of the
time but otherwise the three

men  had to contend only
with sleepinoess and hore-
dom.

Vargas was the first tn
jump and he landed within
20 yards of the floating cap-
sule.

He snoon war joined by
McClure and a kit contain-
ing rafts and other gear,

Vigare joined them later.

It took [ive minutes Lo get
the capsule into the ralt and
lashed down for the night.

The three men gok l.it.‘li.
(slfep Because -
checks every half-hour and
at 2 am. they asked for an
hour's relief from the radio
g0 they ecould reat.

The Radiord arrived on
the scene after a high-speed
run from Oahu.

A glant Navy boatswain's
mate was the last man to
touch the capsule before it
was lacked inside a cannis-
Ler.

A boom and winch lifted
the eapsule aboard. whago
3if-pound Donald H. ﬂr‘a
ham toolks aver.

Graham, the shot put (s |
heaving Ii‘np____trhamplnn sal

B0

‘of  radio’

Destrover Fln tilla Five, | Air Force Lieutenant Colo# in the water and flashed the
grabbed the capsule and | nel T. A. Ahola, commander | signal.

heaved it ipto the can.

“I guess it.weighed about
100 pounds or =0, said the
six-foot, five-inch Graham.

Others said the capsule
weighed much maore.

The Radford returned to
Oahu and the capsule was
put aboard an Air Force
C-130 for the flight to the
Mainland.

“It was a good recovery

|uf the 658th Air Recovery

Control Group.

“We did what we set out
to do.”

Ahola  said the capsule |
landed too far nerth of the |
programmed Trecovery area
to he air-snatched by the
waiting C-119 Flying Boxcars
from Hickam.

The crew of ope C-119, pi-
loted by Captain Warren C.

n_peraijnn all around."” said | Schensted, saw the~cap.s|u‘]e

The three sergeants were
dropped into the ocean by a
plane from the 768th Air Res.
cue Sqguadron.

Other planes droned over
the capsule through Sunday
night to guard the capsule
and the sergeants from pos-

sible interception by out-
siders.

“It “cost plenty and we
didn't want to loze all of

that,” said Ahnla.

Staff Sergeant William Vargas tests the biceps of Boatswain's
Mate Donald H. Graham who, in a Space Age feat early last week,
lifted the Discoverer XXV instrument capsule from the destroyer
Radford’s deck into a shipping canister. Six-foot-five-inch, 315-
pound Graham is the pride of the destroyer’s muscle department.
—Star-Bulletin Photo.
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kindivers Grab

atellite

By JACK SCHREIBMAN
Aszsociated Press

Three parachuting skindivers who spent
a lonely all-night sea vigil with the pre-
vious payload of Discoverer XV satellite
were taken from the ocean with the cap-
sule today.,

The Navy destroyer Radford, after
steaming all night at high speed from
Pearl Harbor, reached the trio, their raft
and the capsule recovered from outer
space at 709 am.

A Navy spukesman said: “The men and
the capsule are in excellent condition.”

The Radford was to dock back at Pearl
Harbor at 8 tonight.

The capsule will be flown for examina-
tion by Air Force scientists to Sunnyvale,
California,

Yesterday's recovery of the 300-pound
instrument-packed capsuole was the fifth
sticeess in the long Discoverer series.
Three capsules were snagged on the fly

Capsule

by €118 Flying Boxcars, and a fourth was
fished from the szea.

But Discoverer XXV's capsule was the
first to be taken from the Pacific by flip-
pered skindivers who leaped into the
waler with parachutes from 1.000 feet
altitude.

The technique clears a giant hurdle in
the Air Force's hot guest to uncover any
and all means of recovering capsules trig-
gered earthward after whipping around
the globe in outer space.

“Recovery by the skindivers really
worked,” said a jubilant Air Foree spokes-
man: “We know now we can get any-
thing that comes back from outer space.”

The Air Forees enthusiasm was not'a
hit dampened by the fact the C118s missed
a chance to grab the capsule before it hit
the sea.

Recovery personnel, based at Hickam
Air Force Base, have always expressed a

Turn to Page 1-A, Column 1
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The Discoverer XXV capsule, pulled from the seo 340 miles north and east
of Qahu by on Air Force skindiver-parachute teom yesterday, rests in the roft
at the left. The other roft carries the three rescuemen from the Hickam-based
76th Air Rescue Squodron.—Air Force Photo.

Skindivers Grab Capsule

Confinued from Page 1
team spiril. Recovery by any means is
always considered a cause for celebration
The Discoverer package fell north of
the planned impact area, called the “ball
park.” The spol- the capsule ditched s
340 miles north and east of Oahu, lhe
SpoKeImAn said -
The three-man team parachuted inlo the
sea at 4:52 pm
capsule into an inflatable raft and settied
down for a long, wel wall

3 IDENTIFIED

The men, called “pararescuemen,” were -
Staff Sergeant Ray E. McClure, 31, af 24
South Mayville Bireet, Mount Sterling,

They rolled the bobbing -

Kentucky; Stafi Sergeant William Vargas,
30, of Honolulu, and Technical Sergeant
Leote M. Vigare, on temporary duty from
Anderson Air Force Base, Guam

The polarorbiting capsule, afler & ride
of 50 hours and 3 minutes, was kicked
earthward on signal from 250 miles over
Kodizk, Alaska

The capsule carried samples of melals
lo determine their reaction lo outer space
Alsp aboard were Lhree Geiger tubes ls
monilor eosmic radiation.

[t was not revealed whether the capmile
contained spy-in-thesky equipment for
the planned Samog satelllte survelllance |
system.
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Planes Miss
Mid-Air Catch

By JAMES CUNNINGHAM

The Discoverer 25 salellite sea belore surface vessels

noge cong  Was :u:ccallul]y
recovered late
alter a two-day . apace
and iz bobbing out the night

on 2 rubber raft in Hawallan |

walors.
The spectacular
covery of the errant satellite
was accomplished by a team
?[ pnrls'%tn.u Al F‘nn.u
T 1
Eas.

..1-

B re-

THE C'A]"&U‘l..!: carrying a
secrel r.ﬂ:'nﬁ which is belicved
to include spy-in-the-sky test
gear and ad.h]:r some form
of Earth 1 ejluded Hickam-
based Iil;'\-snatc.h pursuers
and plunked into the ocean on
its return from space.

The
hissed into the Pacific well
nmorth of the intended recowv-
ery arcs, beyond the reach of
either the skyv-hooks of the
6503rd Recovery uadron or
the ship-borne helicopters of
the Pacific Missile Range re-

| eovery lorce,

Parachuting SCUBA divers |

of the 76th Alr Rescue Sguad-
ron at Hickam saved the cap-
sule from suffering the late
af DMscoverer 15, which also

veersd off course and sank at '

yvesterday |
rice |

i mﬁ”‘“} Lo TG,
- Eis 'I.I ot
"ﬁfaﬁﬁ“‘ e

heat-scorched capsule

could reach the scene.
- -

THE pu.r. - rescun SCUBA-
men jumped frem a low-fly-
ing SC-0 Rescuemastor with
a ir of 20-man rubber life
rafts and heisted the 130-
lpnu:ld capsule aboard one
raft,

L:fnr_!!:llg'

the weue  loam

in the
Momilani suburb of Pearl
City and is the son of Victor
Vargas, chief engineer al the
Grove Farm sugar plantation
at Poloa.
With him were fellow jump-
ers T/ S5gt  Leote M. Vi
and S/5gt. Ray E... ™

THE TH]D url.- gitting
guard on the precious space
capsule until the destroyver
USS Radiord, which salled
from Honolulu at 4:15 p.m.,
reaches the scene sometime
after 7 a.m. loday.

A Tith Alr Rescue Squadron
plane, with new uni
mancder Col. William Welch
aboard, is circling over the
rubber raft in a night - long
vigil against approach by un-

e

JBrene.
e
SRS i

COm-= -

v Discoverer

Confinued from Page 1
friendly or unidentified ships.

An earlier attempt to pick
up the capsule and pam-res-]
cuemen by amphibious air-
craft was called off because
of darkness. A Coast Guard
5A-16 amphibian took off on

that mission, but night fell
before it could reach the

DISEM’E’RER 25 was
launched at 1:03 p.m. Ha-
waiian time) Saturday from

Vandenberg AFB.  Calif.
The satellite was called down

| by electronic signals some 50

hours later, on its 33rd or-
bit around the earth.

The ecapsule now bobbing
on the rubber raft is the fifth
in the Discoversr series to he
recovered after a space
ride, Three were snatched
in the air by Hickam-based
C-119 Flying Boxcars and a
fourth was rescued from the
sea by helicopter-borne Navy

See Discoverer on A-6, Col. 6

frogmen.

U. 8, Air Forea

Spt. Vargas, osutfitted for Discoverer 25 pickup,
make practice drop w-lth Ii.farnH: ll.ul:d: in recovery.
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L5, Alr Foros
Discoverer 25 capsule is in raft at left; frogmen who saved it in anether nearby raft.

W3, Alr Foren
Destroyer Radiord prepares fo take precious cargo ahoard from rafts (arrows) northeast of Oahu.






HEADQUARTERS

AIR RESCUE SERVICE
MILITARY AIR TRAMIPORT SERVICE
UMITED STATEL AlR FORCE
APO 953, 34N FRANCISCO, CALIFORMIA

QFFICKE OF THE ODEPUTY COa AMOEN € C)PICH

26 June 1941

Lt Colonel Willard D. Welch
76 Alr Rescue Squadron
APO 853, San Francisco, California

Dear Bill:

This is a form letter to all Commanders and the 5th and 13th AF Lizsison
(ificers. Inclosed sre Minutes of the ARS Staff Meetings for 26 May, 2
and 8 June for your information.

RECOVERY OF DISCOVERER XXV:

For ihe first time since Air Reacue Bervice was given the additional mis-
gion of space hardware recovery, ARS, Pacltic {orces have been called
upon to effect an actual recovery.

Thanks to the many monthe of thought, planning and training given to per-
{ecting the neceasary techniques, oiur firat eflfort in this area was as com-
pletely successful as if it had been & daily occurrsnce for the past two
Years,

The interest in this succeqsful minsion extended to top USAF levels.
General Curtis LeMay racom.mnndcd the preseniation of the Air Medal
to the three pararescue men who made the recovery. General Emmett
O'Donnell Jr made the actual presentations at Hickam AFB on 20 June
1861, Brigadier General Joseph Cunningham sent me the following mes-
sage, 'l wish to extend to you and your personnsl my most sincere con-
graiulatione for the outatanding performance and devotion to duty dis-
played during the recovery of Discoverer 25.

"The tradiiions of the A{r Rescue Service have been greatly enhanced in
this first sctual recovery by Air Rescue Service personnel of one of
America's space vehicles. It is my desire that specixl recogmition be
given the pararescus men who have demongtrated 50 effectively to the
world this new dimsnslon in rescue.

"“They exhibited tha true courage and valor required in thelr duties.
Agutn, well dooe. ¥ Cmin.gham



Y, .1 JNterest was digplayed by <ivilian sources. You have no doa!

. veddy Besn the news release from ARS Headquarters, an ‘oformat:as
v of which was sent to all ARS units. {{ere in Hawaii Farculariy,

T MISHLGT WwaS glven topi prior:'y on the front page of all lo-al news

Capure annd on TV and 1adio reweoas's durlng the entire miss.on The
cree moan invelved heve gors o e ma miand 10 appear on UV Enow s

© rarwervdcue men who perforrmn-d s gutstandingly on this miselonr
S Ta LM Vigare, SSgtr WL Verga and 851 Ry ED MoCUlure.

S or Rezole Service are proud of these three men and of our vr
cns i wedicsted pararess .o ey whese unstinting lahors sril

FEE L I S

- s e evpa rnake sach ok, 75 Lhesible. As the reaults
cherg e e daelinLte L. Tt oelr o onimual trooron

F

oo Do the s wey brnz try crents of theg letler to i ltent o
20 Ar Rescuae Service persenr oo and partioularly to all purares: w

et nes asgigned.

AT

[y HBEATUDRY
oormelk, USAF
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