P.a;raresauej;» ey

Novaccounttofi:Reacus work wouldbe complete ‘withd t:mention’&fi the
P,araregém‘*tteama-.*‘-::fzgararea'cgemm.;;are among :the vbeét’it_‘rain-éd men:in the
Armed Forcesitoday:~iPrecision parachutists; highlyitrained medics;:

expertsiongsurvival ; :thenimen:willijump under:almbst dnycconditions if.

" theipossibilitylexists that:there:is a'life:to be:save.!!Heroismiis e
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their 'stoek inrddesi'y reashad (e ferwwess. o Despite the hard:
#o.7.0n ‘16 April 195k two of these men, .T/Sgt:Elliott Holdériand™ i
8/Sgt. Robert. Christiansen, jumped to ‘the'crdsh ‘siteof :a;»navy patrol
bomber high on the Polar Ice Cap, far above the Arctic Circle, They

| jumped in' the faint hope that someone might have: survived‘the trash.
High winds nearly.'dragged Holder ‘to-his death over a 1,900 ‘foot.-ii -« <iiis
precipice.  Landing‘about ‘one ‘and a half miles from the crash site, "

tremerdous effort' was required ‘to reach the ‘¢rash site. ‘At one 'point

the two men ‘spent:three' hours traveling a quarter of a milg_;q’r'g thelsteép, W,

icy slopes. «:Upon: reaching the "wreckage ithe ‘rémains™of 'niné’:¢rewmembers
yere'--'disccvmfaaﬁ;i i howling “Arctic storm with winds ‘over 100’ miled:an
hour pinned: the Pararescuemendown ‘for 11-days:¥:On- the :12th' day,*when
the windsi<subsided), they: ‘wereipicked up by helicopter-and ‘returneéd' to
their baseprmar enenion.  The slory of "&aﬁ.gf:" Lngr Resean Servdos hay been
U154 move’ successful mission occurred ‘on the -13th: of: Fébruary-1953.
Shortly iafter midnight, :T/Sgt Charles ‘Abbott and: S/s‘gt'; John ‘Bowets <
Jumped:over fthe: flaming crash of-a B-36 near Goose Air Base. It was i3:
20.'below izero: when ‘they ‘stepped out:‘of ‘their SC=47.¢iAfter landing, it
took ‘thengfour:hours o ‘erawl-a’ mere’ 300 yards fﬁr@ﬁ"g}?\%}g ‘deep drifted
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snow- before they finally reached-the survivarg.:Despite the hardi:.
goingjthey were able to:treat:the injured-and at dawn’l4 survivors:
and - the Pararescuemeniwere: taken by-Rescue helicopter:back to:Goose:s: -
Air TB&SG_';»«.: raS% te Murndeh wld foog datasmas oD A S fsr LADDRG e 1D
\‘J'_I_l_e__s,e. are but two of:the .many- jumps made by:these ARS Pararescuemen.::i"
In Rescue: work, :minutes lost .in reaching .survivors can be:the difference

between-life rand.death. . By jumping,:.Pararescuemen can sometimes:cut

hours ;of ‘the time that would:te lost -while,‘ -ground ‘parties make :their

way :to the scene af *a:disasters @ =a voioal sl mous
ey
svev-Being lanarm: of "a'mighty military force :this: Servicepresents a:
striking paradoxdn;its relation to:such a!destructive force,: even'yuiti-
though ;thatforce is dedicated ito ‘the .establishment iof: -ntoricL ‘peace’s
For-Rescue's Creed; 'That Others-May Live," ‘applies:to::all mankind

even our:former.enemies.i The story of the Air Rescue:Service: has.been
filled. with apparent paradox;,c;iisituatiibns:‘. +Ahtizds {paradoxical cthat «<
dugir;_g;'~;3, Qavz?};_;t’lie_.;,ﬂ,‘v‘(orl..tv:l'e;.;»gx:eatest destructive striking force developed

an;: organization: with; the- sole: purpose :of i saving life.: True;, the primary
mission wasithe: retrieving iof. combat, airmen: that .they might. fight again,
but.in thei years which:followed: this;mission, it;expanded to include the
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saving.iof "people *from all walks of“life and~af*ariwraéesfaﬂdzéfeedsxq

£ ':i‘b‘“’th"ésé'"ftazif'ft.héloth‘e‘r"' sid e ‘of ‘the “Iron- Curtain;iit would -appear

pa radox.lcalf or a ‘nation to Tisk.the*lives ‘of its‘airmenvand thet Iésé).g.,I?"

6?§f€sv"ié‘ircréftf‘£o ‘furnish-#id to' a Japanese or-a-Gérman ?:’lébbrer-'-knexr who
aifew years'béfore ‘were-dedicated: to our destruction: Yet,; ARS iirecraft

have ‘spent “thousands- of ‘hours: in-search and Rescue's Pararescué’teams

_have ' jumped frequently at riskvdf ‘their ‘lives for just that:réason.::

% atAnother paradox revolves around-the fact- that many times:when
weatheréonditions" become ‘definitely ma rginal ‘and most airctaftiare i
grourided ;'Rescue 'will be-called upon.to:put:forthiits mximumimission

effort . “The "guiding of ‘airéraft’through the fog-bound:fiords’of:Green-

surrounded by raging floédiwaters:are only. two examples.ludtiv bed [ivm -

finer It was”also:paradoxical thatithe-Air Rescus'Serviceishould:be:se<;

axe
séverely:outiby the alsterity meves—ef—HSAR duringitherclming.days-of:
s, O e Te Bt em o Eroa i
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‘For-almost"ten:yearsithis: comand has ‘been building ans

organization, developing techniques, and locating its units in
strategie positions. throughbut.’ its:areas of respomsibility's:¢.The-ARS: vz

‘organiz ational; strilecture. hag'been accomplished with the idea of




economy “and efficiency:of operation:;and ‘was-<in:the view of alliof Hq

ARS personnel——the minimum Rescue force consist@ht with the a ssigned
smelor cysanisation in the AR Jesous Serws e,

missions ‘Nevertheless; a:few days before itsitenth anniversary:(29 May

o4y ' ¥ ’4 V’N'""IE higt] 5 ¥ '~, L 5 = 4
19 56) t.he commarxi was :Lnfomed of a scheduled reductlon in the number
mpLoying i Ry aarfesal £ oien iathe locabed at & pals 3

of .units .attached :to ARS, ‘Four groups-and nine-squadrons-=-with their

B gm0t 5 nto oo 5 Namen ..:! garr et f T B & 1, o - 3
assigned personnel and equipment—-were programned for J.nactlvation.

i The ‘Air Force during 1956 :attempted to streamline its forces.:in:-order

* ¥y 'xa

| to achie‘ve” a lﬁ';;wﬁg‘létmctme—determi‘ned ade;quat';e by &the J <;int
Chiefs :of Staff--without :extending the-existing manpowericeilings,!:Tou: .:,
accomplish:this‘objective, 'USAF:instituted: dn austerity: .-eprdg:ram--
"Operation :,Hriﬁé;;,Out'&r:—designed to :eliminate rcéertainssupport functions
#ew being performed .and tbo-rﬁtrip-;;.o.-';the Barest r;assentials;ﬁﬁéffﬁmaining.
22 The: number: of igroups:.and:squadrons.within :EARSae:ha‘.g? Jluetuated ifrom: -
time. -to \time ‘inkeeping with the ‘over-all strength: (actual -or proposed) .

of USAFiand .thei need for Rescue. coverdge.-in various :parts of the globe.
On 1fs Honth anniylrsatrd, A

T o |

30-Juste=29%%  the Air Rescue . Service .was composed of 12 groups and

38:squadronsarvival squipment, and inidries. to crewmsabary ek docossded
aren'A message received jat: this headquarters ion:25-May:quoted Air Force

Chief:of.Staffy« Nathan FuIwining as:sayings: ¢ accomolisssn as papldly




«.;Technologieal advances:and years:of:experience have:brought::d n=

about a new concept o effect:we search and rescue aervice and a
Losal pase rescud wiilisdlng clphiweiel uhiiiiy

major organization in the USAF Rescue Service,
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#ive The:zreorganizationiplaces greater-:emphasist:upon;:-h_elicopters;; i
and 1? bfing changed from one of general area and route search
e;upli)yjﬁ.ng‘l;l;gﬁe’: ys'e*lfj-;uf-i:i'.;:;e:r::nits located at a relatively

few bases' within:the U.S. to one’of assi gning‘rversatile'::Airv""--~ A e baks

Rescue det.acl'unents at bases throtghout the world where they are more

W %y ooy e ata-hive n - ]
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readily avallable. He&.icopters located a.t 55 bases throughout the
U.:Si%and atidesignated overseas bases.will-implement the'plan and "=

supplant four ARS Group Headquarters and nine SquadronS. e o o
apd of /3‘\? ,ay:::'_;;::;?:, (3 AR EED g gare LWET, ek "' LTI S

RRY (.:Because, ofya‘bhe ‘igreater-distanceinvolved and operationalirequirements,
theupverséas:ARS:;unitsiwilliremain relatively unchanged.li .if. , sui oo
s J ‘ >

70} ,Aecording tosarcomnﬁninatlon received ;:iniMay;" Headquarters; USAF
conductedsa study:toudeterminé’whether:Air Force “rescue’’capability was
dompatiblerwi thitthevcurrait:iand:projected réquiremetits, foThissstady con-
vincéad vUSAF that ‘morevwemphasis.: ahoﬁlﬂf.e:beﬂ-::‘plaéédi:,cm:lzdcéltbéso&;:'fcoverage .
It:wassrevealad thit 7O-percent of all accidents occurred within a 20-

14 5‘?) 4’«3« y - A VSAF
mile r’adiuq» ofz airbasés s Farthermotre; since:owe-jetraircrews:capryzaing
minimin;of} survivaliequipment, and injuries- to: crewmeimbers r}am';«ixicraas"ed

greatly as; “awresult‘*of‘high gpeodvbailout, if rsurvivorsiare! 1t.olheizun

récov_erédi:sinsteadtofacasualties‘,uraacué :must be accomplished as rapidly'




