HeYall Ea el B o S 1

AIR RESCUE SERVICE RISTORICAL STUW

HISTORY OF THE AIR RESCUE SERVINE (MaTs)

1 Jan—30 Jun 1956
{Title Unclassified)

This document classified DOWNGRADED AT 2 YTAR INTIRTITS:
&l " s DECLASSIFIED Al 12 YEAES.
DOD DIR 5200.10

accordance with varagraph.

g 20-L  AFR2084

Coior. inforooilen Serviees AR RESCIE SERVICE
elatvio Alr Force Base
Floeide

UACUTRAY) ARRS

23 -—.....‘..5 ——%«-—3 .«Q-..._ R JQ_SJ’VL/




ARS Hist, 1 Jane30 Jun S0

FOREVARD

This fssur of the ARC Iistory comtimues the historlcal
approach utilized in the provious seaiamwial studies. lo
effort has beon made bo present o detaziled report on the
setivitics of cach office and directorute maiing up this
comend, for muh af this activity vas rovtine and of 1lttle
historical importance. This is especinlly true of offices
whose prloary mubered Aly Foree duties are standardiged and
whose functions sre basically sinilar throughout the entire
Alr Force, This repart concentrabes om gpecific toplics of
fmportence which have begun, continued, or terminnted during
the historicsl period under consideration, Supplemental '
irformation, & roster of hey persomrele-ineluding ARS Heads
quarters 3taff end subordinntc unit coopmylerse-the. location
of grows ond squadrons, personnel stetistics, end pdditional
stabistical informstion ney be found In the ARS Statistienl
Swwmery In Aopendix 1. Appendix 2 comtains reproductions
of rows stories concerning SRS vwhich have zppeared during
the historical period,

This history was prepored under the direction of Ouptain
Ralph 5, bove, Chief, Office of Information Services; by
o, Cherles M. Hildreth, Historiesn, 00fice of Information
Services, assisted by Grace A. Snemd, Secvetary, Office of
Inforention Services, .

- Like other Alr Resowe Service historicsl studies, this
histary is subject to revision. Additiomnl informotion or
swisested coprections will o welcone,
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HISSICK CF ATR RESCU. SUIVICE

Provide werldwwide Aly Rescuc Servicer for all Alr Force
and other U. S. nilitery sctivities requesting such service.

Mnintein sssigned Alr Rescue Servicew facilitles in
eperstional readiness to persil repld deployment in supnort of
corbet, operations in my ores.

Provide Alr Rescue Service® for air crews or other
personnel from eneny territory in support of combat cperations.

Render Alr Rescue Servicer upon reguest to civillan
avistion of the U, & and to civil and uilitery avistion of
other countries in sccopdance with Internztional Clvil Aviation
Orgemization {I040) precedures and policies of the Department
of Defense.

perforn such other missions as sre directed by the Chief

of Stalf, United Stater Alr Foarce.

WO AT Rescue Service 18 Berisl ok grOuny Search, Gropping of
survivel equipment and medical personnel, snd rescue of survivors.

ii
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CODE OF AY ATR RESCUE MAR

Tt s MY duty es s wember of the Ay hescue Sepvice o
save life snd to nid the injured.

7 wlll be prepered st wll times to perform sy pssigned
duties quickly end efficlently, plucing these duties before
personnl desires end coafort.

These things I do THAT OTHERS MY LIVZ.

POLICY OF AR RESCUE SERVICE

Alr Rescue Service exists s an integral pert of the
military alr power of the Unlted States; our primery mission
i{s the support of the 137 ¥ing Alr Force inwbeing upon
{mplementation of the EwP. The thoughts and efforts of
every man in Alr Rescue Service must be directed toward
creating sn organigetion better equipped and trained to
carry o the recovery of irrepiacenble alrmsen in the least
possible time under combat conditions,

i1
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The ARS Today %

Today, £KS has a three-fold mission. The day~to-day peacetime
job remains, as it has from the inception of the command, an Area/
Line of Communication misgion, Rescue units provide protection
along =1l the major air routes utilized by U. S. planes in their
flights throughout the world, and stand ready to assist distressed
persons of all coler, creed, and nationality from the iron to the
bamboo curtain, Humanitarian in effect, this mission--aiding
civilians as well as military personnele~has provided training
for Hescue crews which will prove invaluable should war occur and
the zir lanes again be filled with combat planes moving te and
{rom the batile front., The second mission reflects a wartime
obligation and & peacetime training requirement--tactical recovery.
This task calls for the utilizatioa of Air Rescue Service capa-
bility within g theater of operstions during a period of hostilities.
I{ is not a new concept but was the stimulus for the first “air
rescue’ type operations during World ¥War II, and the wartime combat
job of the 3rd Air Rescue Group during the Korean conflict. The
third migsion is long range (or strategic) aircrew recovery.
Responsibility for this operation was first vested in Air Rescue
Service in 195 when the 8th and 1lith Groups were earmarked for
suppert of the Strategic Alr Command, ard since that time have

devoted their training to the support of the long range recovery

Maintaining a high degree of proficiency in the face of these
varied tasks has necessitated & concept of flexibility in all phases

pro
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it is nlmoste-if not absolutely--certain that our nation will be
subject to merial attack., It is of great concern to this command
that upon completion of the projected reorpanizetion we will have

been "wrung out" to the point of ineffectiveness in the 21.22 LECC‘QQ

The primary basis for the new USAF concept of rescue was the
study declaring that 70 percent of all air crashes occurred in the
proximity of air bases. The influence of this 70 percent accident
factor was so far-resching on the operations of the Air Rescue
Service, this headquarters was prompted to investigate and analyze
the conclusion, Ignoring the fact that these are peacetime figures,
the percentage figure itself is worthy of examination., It was
discovered that 49 percent of all accidents cccurred during the
lznding phase; 1° percent occurred during the takeoff phase;

5 percent occurred during the go-around phase; 2 percent occurred
during the texi phase; 2 ;Sercent were undetermined; and 27 percent
cccurred in flight {awzy from base). Exemining these statistics

it was evident that 51 percent of the accidents (49 percent

landing and 2 percent taxiing) were not the type for which Air
Rescue aircraft were required. They were incidents best handled
by land vehiclesf-crash trucks, ambulances, etc.--which were
aveilable and better suited to provide immediate mssistance, This
reduced the TO percent factor used as a basis for the local Iase
rescue concept to 19 percent. Of this 19 percent (tekeoff and go-
arcund phmses) only an unknown portion occurred beyond the accessi~
bility of base crash facilities--~partially justifying base helicopter
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facilities. It is readily observed that the mzjor portion of this

70 percent accident factor is in favor of crash truck activities,2?

Twenty-seven percent of the accidents occwrred in flight and
hzd no zir base crash fecilities immediately available to offer
essistance., Totaling Ll major accidents, they were of the type
that relied entirely upon ARS arez coverage. It follows therefore
that Air Rescue Service facilitizs are actually being withdrawn
from an arez of vital necessity and being established in areas of
24

lesser need.

Rephrasing of ARS Pelicy

Responsibility for this reduction may rest partially on this

command "because of our constant promotion of the humanitarian

g

In the past, Aif Rescue Service has been discussed and con-
siderec Iy higher and lateral agencies as a service with & peace-
time and humenitarian mission. In fact, when peacetire missions,
assistance in flood disaster areas, and innumerable individual
incidents were discussed, these sctions began to appear as the
prisary mission in our own ninds. This was 2 fallacy but it say
have been a decisive facter in the decision to curtail ARS., It
nzy be noted thet the 8th Alr Rescue Group, which is 100 percent
EWP and O percent peacetime missions, was not affected. In light
of this, the fact that the work performed by Air Rescue during
periods of peace was in actuality training for combat conditions




SRS Hist, 1 Jen--30 Jun 56 QR 26

Maritime Regione-The Coast Guard has been designated as the

Faritime Region Coordinator. This region includes anll territcrial

- waters and the open sea, as defined in the Hational SAR Plan,

Those Alir Rescue groups and squadrons whose missions cross the
boundary from the ZI into the Maritime Regions will be approached
by the Coast Guerd seeking agreements on the use of ARS search
and rescue facilities. The position of this command in regard

to those agreements is that in all search and rescue incidents
concerning distressed or lost U, S, Air Force aircraft, equipaent,
or people, Air Rescue Service will be designated as the controlling
agency al any time we so request. As Regional Coordinator of the
Inland ares, we will reciprocate in this respect with other
services. By so doing, ARS will mazintain its position as the
primary air rescue agency for the Air Force. In all other incie
dents controlled by the Coast Guard this command will assist to
the best of its cepabilities.>?

LONG RAMGE AND TACTICAL THEATER RECOVERY

Although Hring OQut has created the greatest stir, a basic
recrganization occurred within Air Rescue Service during this
historical period which was more constructive in that it has
strengthened the organization's pesition for combat operatlms.ss

TR
DS Q) L e

€0 by this headquarters hss been to
provide the overseas theater commanders with long range rescue

coverage for their operations and at the same time provide 2




ARS Hist, 1 Jan--30 Jun 56 27

thoroughly efficient tactical rescue force. The probiem has Leen
further cemplicated by the necessity of supplying the Strategic
Air Command adequate support for its long range mission., The

0th Air Rescue Group has been assigned the task of SAC coverage
as its primery mission but in time of war this group has as its
secondery nigsion the support of operations in the theaters of
war, dhere the priority for the first mission ended and the
second began was uncertain and has caused concern in both SAC

and ARS Headquarters.”® To resolve this problem and insure the
availability of the Bth Air Rescue Group for SAC operationse-
vhile at the smme time maintaining ARS capability for Area/Line
of Communications, tactical recovery, and long range recovery
within the theaters--Headquarters USAF formulated mn over-zil
reorgenization propesal which won the spproval of ARS, SAC, USAFE,
and FEAF late in 1955,50 a P

The besic provisions of this recrganization incorporated
the following changess (1) The energies of the Sth Air Rescue
Group were devoted exclusively to SAC support; (2) In both
USAFE and FEAF the ARS forces were reorganized so as to provide
one unit in each theater which would, in time of need, devote
itself exclusively to the long range recovery operation within
the thester; (3) The operational control of these squadrons
was placed under the theater commender and the specific recovery
concept (communication, authentication, intelligence, etc,) to
be used was made the prerogative and responsibility of the theater
commander concerned; (L) Becausec of the limited forces avallable,
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overland trevel. In these same helicopters, Rescue became the
first service to give blood plasma transfusions to wounded men
while airborne on their way to the rear,

Rescue came out of the Koraan War the most highly decorated
unit in Korea. More than that, the concepts that had been worked
out in peacetime had been proven valid, end the lessons learned
will be of future value should the organization be called on
again under similar circumstaences.

Poscscacue

Ho account of Rescue work would be complete without mention
of the Parsrescue teams, Pararescueren are smong the best trained
men in the Armed Forces today. Precision parachutists, highly
trained medics, experts on survival, these men will jump under
almost eny conditions if the possibility exists that there is

a life to be saved. Heroisa is their stock in trade.

On April 16, 195k, two of these men, T/Sgt Elliott Holder
and S/Sgt Robert Christisnsen, jumped to the crash site of a
Navy patrol bomber high on the Greenland polar ice cap, far abowve
the Arctic Circle. They jumped in the faint hope that someone
night have survived the cresh. High winds nearly dragged Holder
to his death over a 1,900 foot precipice. Landing about one and
& half miles from the crésh site, tremendous effort was required
to reach the crash site. At one point the two men spent three
hours traveling a quarter of a mile on thc steep, icy slopes,


Robert1
Highlight
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Upon reaching the wreckage the pemzing of nine crewmenbers were
discovered. A howling Arctic storm with winds over 100 miles an
hour pinned the Parerescuemen down for 11 days. On the 12th day,
when the winds subgided, they were picked up by helicopter and
returned to their base.

A more successful mission occurred om the 13th of February
1953, Shortly after midnight, T/Sgt Charles Abbott end S/Sgb
John Bowers jumped over the flaming crash of a B~36 near Goose
Alr Base. It was 20 below zero when they stepped out of their
SC-ii7. After landing, it took them four hours to crawl a mere
300 yards through the, deep drifted snow before they finally
reached the survivors. Despite the hard going, they were able
to treat the injured and at dawn 1l swvivors and the Pararescuemen

were talen by helicopter bmck to Goose Alr Base.

These are but two of the many jumps made Ly these ARS Para-
rescuemen. In Rescue work mimstes lost in reaching survivers can
be the difference between 1life and death. By jumplng, Pararescue-
men can sometimes cut hours off the time that would be lost while

ground parties made their way to the scene of a disaster.

THE LAST SIX MONTHS

Statisticsl Summary

Rescue activity for the past six months carried on the
traditions of the ten year period. The pace for the current
historical period shows g slight increase over the same period



