
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

RUSSI AN PARAC"Ulf 

$N1: 

I .,.. ' "'e 1.h111 fl wu lt(>I Lrr t>'• ln1H100n to Cl\no 
1rilm1 ... vd:Mlit f I<• t he l(.,U0.11.• "-' "'"' '""')' t.a1·.._ In . 
1·~1 .. 1 .,.,.,t y1h in• rr,.,,. rh1: .. i.e..t '" 1111: ~ ait1.IOM. 
~~ t l>1n i• " '" "' 1"" l.ni.i J.,,,., i 11 '"H1oei<111 ~ a.uM .. 
lkU<'f Chute" flirt. 1'°• •\ 1\lt, 

l l tl">< lJl!I: .M pu~duo le . .. , ~ .,, .. .,f .. 1:1111.,J IOfttl 

11...r•I i a 1l<i• r" '"'"·'Y f...- mo..-.y ) ' '""'· 
Nneric•n "'""o:'I••"' .. 11~'-" ,.,,11yf.,t '""""'""-

Please send 

to ·-·····--·-········ ................................ ;; 
................. ,,. 

i• •n1ocn of 11oe U.S. r .. .,,,., S.:n 1•., 11• .... 11 ..- '''" ,,..,,.. 
1ncolio1 a ud "''"' ' Jlllrwna.tl or 111.e IJ.S, "~ 1'01«1 ,\ir 
llM<.:ue t('..,, 

lt-•t..5 Air thotl • C••·· l o.c. 
l.t~i '\llon, Kr. 

- -

C:. It 1'1:1.utY 

• Lt1't .. -;i ~ ris.oht in ..,,;~ the R11»W1~ l11.1ih 11' 
boiueretnue. for i1 be11t U.S. d 11un in ~'Oll:llll:'lilitin. 
llut Amtrica11$ did i tio'f'flt the prindrofo or 1h<' <>pen 
W••tlOr~IM r-r~lo•lot. llld\il .. J II. lt..n ro1 11:01t"'l '••1e 
in J\IJU.•f•!f'n"Un"'"1J 1lof •\if r.,n.1!'$ 1~· .. 1 p!O' ll • 
t eKllC' d1111c-. Sniobo ju..enpt<N 11~ • ,,,.,,,~, t:h111f 
fr.u1k 0..-rrr r-1tt1ud ltt l '.> l.i . Tlw ltw:o"-n chu1c- j, 
pr.))..JJy 11 ... 11111W \'O'N-k•n (>( • .-:luut: d1"f cu ... ·• 
8ri1f!ll• j1.>•"P""1t 10'.1m ... r, ;" " 1% 1 motct.- f,n, 

- ....... ... _..._.... ... _..-,. """ ~-' 
~ -·• - M Pt:. \I fl,,.i..ltk• ...... s. .. 't'•I\ 
~- "· '·· ,.,... ...... , .lt ............ _....,. ,.,1,f;.1 ...... 1\ite-..-.i M-, LIP~ MOS. )l.wi>lfM A..._.Clobll'> 11, 
111. OloOlll .. .:ol •""- ,..., ...... 11.,.., wftb· ......... , WI01!9 ................ -~ ..... ~ .... ,....._ . ..,.,, ............. _ 
lmtnal 1 .... • l'<tt" I ...... "' •I- c....U· ho., ,....,.;_. 
;, 061- 1. a......'"""°' ht ...... ......... -. ol4M •<II .. 
.... • •• i. ............. ; ....... .i._ .. _ ,,.,., 

'I'll." 1..._. ol.O ''"'''°'.,. '(''"'· f'<)•tll~ll. ~"'"'" I~ 
........ , .. A.••<>1n.._.,_. .. , .. ' '"""' .., H<K'.,. 4 """"' 
0.olr••"'• U o .. 11<• T, M-; l' - ono, •"I' I~ I•-•: 
~...,., \' ..... ~' lw r..JJ.liolML IJO'O •"" i!IM\.1 
- ..... ,. '"'"' ,_,._, '"" ,.,...,~•· Clwlou I..~ 
- · \ lo)o ""'°'l<f>t •IJ $.too; .. UQ._ I'!. W. ll•gi•i..<11~; 
\0 ............ lk ........ Ila--. ,\I ... l1N<tt. J,t>J"" 
11"°1(11, c. u. ' """"'"' J, ., ........ lo(;,,., J.,,_ "· ........ 
Ible"' D, .._._ Jt,,, l', I, p,..,,;.,,, ('<f,..,!ttlit• - "' """'" 
... 11H-.17, .\n>tN w. o..r-



LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

RU$$tA.N PARAC"Vlf 

Slr:o: 
I'"' ..... : 1b.i h otu iw>I Lrn'• lni~llc>n to Cl\n • 

1rilm1 .. v.ticlil} 1<• the I(" """"". el 11i••• '"")' ha.~ i ll· 
.,~, .. , ,.,,,. 1,n;,.. rr .. ,., ,.,,, .. i.e-rt '" 01c ~ .. ,,,..,.,,. 
""~ t h1r1 ;, ....... 1"" , .. .,, .... ,,0:: ... '"""*""" a..;1<1 • 
lkn<'f' Chut~" CLir&. ~ •• ._ 1111, 

11,;,. ,,..., "" ., ..... d'"'"' 1 .... ..,_ .. , .... r .. d 11•"'11o11<1 
11..i1! r . ... ; ........... ~ fw ....... ,. ) ...... . 

Alli~rfo•n 1111>dd••~ .. -i11(1'-" ' "'l t)'f'" dwAmn\4 

Please send 

to ·-····-·-······· .. ················"- ......... ;,;; 
.................... ,u;;:.. 

;iii····· .. ···-···-·····; ·····-····-·····--· jj;;; 

j• •nf>tff "' 1lo1: U.S. r,.,.,., Sr."~"' 11• "'"'II .,. du: ,....,. """""* .. .,.1 n1l11::r f'l:lttf'nn.tl ,,r thoe: U.S. ,A,j,- J'n1w ,\ir 
flM<.:,.o t-. 

l.-1Uig Air c"ll.1tl • Cn., l0tt:. 
1,,.,; '\JIOn, K ... 

-
• Lan; 1111~ risi.t 11 i.11 <Uiyin,g; 11!11 R11~~ l11.1ilt 1' 

l!C'ttcrcbutc, rw h be11t U.S. d11U<> in ~'(O'"l"''iti<in. 
llut :\nu•ric;111u; 11iid in•'fflt ti'wl prindr•lc of 1.h<' <>pen 
W•11'!6r!>.IM p•r~l1t11t. lllebml 11. IUtt ro11t 111al .-11ie 
in J\.138. • fllfW111'1nott 1J11!t •\ir r1•n.i!'-.p• .. ~"'' p!llt · 
reKllC' chute. SniolC' juinpe.-,. 111« • ,,.,,,~, cl111tf" 

fr&nk 0..'t'f~· ii-1tt1uJ in 1? 15. Tlw ltw:•Un drn1t i• 
111.0))~Jy 11 lll'lilllilw.I •'•·r<kln '!If • l'lluuie llorf c;i.,.· • 
flri!f.ilo j ll"'pill)I ll'A.111 U•I: ill 11 1%1 ml'(f, - f.l), 

RUSSIAN PARACHUTE�

I am sure that it was not Life's intention to contribute validity to the�

Russians' claim that the invented everything from the wheel to the�

jet airplane. But that is what you have done in "Russians Build a�

Better Chute" (Life, Nov 19, 1956). This type of parachute has been�

manufactured and used in this country for many years. American�

models are widely used today for the smoke jumpers�

 of the U.S.�

Forest Service as well as the paramedics and other personnel of the�

U.S. Air Force Rescue teams.              C.H. Pulley�

Life was right in saying the Russians built a better chute, for it beat�

U.S. chutes in competition. But Americans did invent the principle of�

the open gore or slot parachute. Richard H. Hart patented one in�

1938, a forrunner of the Air Force's present pararescue chute. �

Smoke jumpers used a two-slot chute Frank Derry patented in 1945.�

The Russianh chute is probably a modified version of the chute they�

sat a British jumping team use in a 1954 meet  -  ED.�




