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For hours no--., they had been flying strictly an the gauges. The 

aircraft coimnander and co-pilot s~red intently at the s6.Ct recl- i;lo"lling 

instrur.1ent par.el. The big !lavy patrol bomber they ware 1'ly1ng op. a 

routine recon miesion dron.ed throUJl'.,,h i.-eather so heavy and thick that 

it di:dn 1t even seelll to swirl as i t mint ~st, .It was a lol.lBY da:f and 

they hoth knew that thie vas one hop on which they' were both eami.ng 

their t'.l.ibbt pa;r. Occasional),y thB'J1d sip from a paper cup of col d 

cot!oe or suck on a cigare~te. 

'l.'he last thing they were B.lmra of in this life vas the instl'Ulllent 

panel as 1 t 15ha.ttered and rushed up to ~et them. High up on the polar 

ice-cap, lld.les above the Arctic Circle, their aircraft disL;tei;ratod 

against a JOOuntain 0£ ice. 

After a search that lasted for days tM vreckage waa spotted f'rol!l 

the air. Scatte;red -over a treacherous and a)..most Wla,pproaclUlble area 

the craSb ·wa~ ~bO~ered on .~ sides by glacien and ica--oapa ¥1th 
A 
ert. relllely oteGP, a1opes1 th& fouri:Jl oide was a Bh&eri.ng l9~undred foot 

ice cliff which ~pped oft into the sea. 

In an SA-16 Rescue amphibian special),y equipped for ArctJ.c 

operations two parachutists of the 55th Air Rescue Squadron, T/Sgt 
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for wear. ::WVlYo dlJ¥ll in a deep troo:10 and not even a cold. Top-notch 

traini.ne pays ott . 

In aey f\l.tu:rc ahootine va:r, tl10 role of t he paratrooper s mo.y 11111 

bo a big one and viOW'Cd in t his ll!lht the jllll!J'!l of Holder and Chriotonoen 

take on a l!peCial. 1.":90rb:lll:e . Previou.sly, no elql3rt c:>mddered ::4ll tar,y 

oporation.s in tho Arotio practical or even possibl e on aey si.gn11'1cont 

scale booiiuse of tho extror.o col d, hiah wjntjs , 1llld di!!'iouJ.t terrain. 

~ow they h..."'Ve been forced to roconsider and re-ev~uato. Noir thO'/ 

a.olmol.'lodgo that not cnly nre they poesibl e1 but i! our northern bulwark 

ot doi'an:seo i s to be i:nprognablo they ::iust. t e plo.n."led f or llZld gaa:dad 

against . 

'l'boso t-.ro Air !!osoue ~dica proved con:iluaivel;{ t.'lat vithout 

p:-oper equ:!.~ :md trn1n1n<: - ;rld a f e;, •eut:i• - t roops cmi aurvi.ve 

tor oJ.gn.U'ieant poriodo of t1mo under t be worst of arct i c co1iditiorun 

Tho 'ioo-cap _j umps wore not only c.l\illy 1 they 1n re opcot.1oular and il:l­

portant. Also, they "'llt'8 typical 01' this llll!/iUO G1'¢Up that sel'VO ,"1th Air 

Rescue Serdee - the pa..'"'llrescuc con. •outs• are :Jtock 1n trade llDd 

hor1o:o:ia is a colll!:lOn virtue. Evoeyt1l!le they step out ot an airora.1't - 1n 

training or 'tdu1n i t 1o the realt!lillr, - they take t hoir lives in tlj$1.r . . ~ 
bands. \ -, 

As one grimed 8ol'lleant put i t "lo4l'llillg to count ri&ht ia an 
\ I ' 

biportlmt ~ ·ot a jtllllper' s t rn.1ninc• 1-.'Mn you go onr the sido,. 70li"'. 

' - \ s to.rt counting1 - l.001 - l.002 - l.00.3. lf'1your ' chute hnsn ' t :red 
I . 

you keep rie}lt on coµnting and pull tbo emergency obood1 - lOOli · 
i '• \ 

100) - 1006~ If that doesnl t open, )IOU Gkip right OD up to 101000 ' , I 

because tho.t1s what 10ur wife i3 go!lM co~t T"*'•" I\ ' ~ 
I J I : ~·~ f 11 ~ 

' , I . ·1:1 
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l To113h a.'"td c ourar,e oua t 'teso men are not oiiQ' proficient, proo18ion 

j=rs but a:-e epccial.l.y trainod in t ile te::hnique$ DGC:esaary tor eur­

vi ':el 11::1der '1."l:/ all!! a l l c i rcuast4J\cea ; t lK-'.r are e:q>ert aedios and U-~ 

1:1-'VI i& alive wile~ they (!Gt to him ho couldn't hn 1n better ha~. Whether 

• 

it1o the ncrth pole or tropi cal JuncJ.es, the no.mtains1 tho de&ert or the "' 
r , 

middle of the ocaM, i.r.lth ney luck at all p.a?"aresnue lll8rl cm aet him out. 

Ken .\1ho have soen paratl!Od!.os in action claim that " tu do 111ore than these 

moo can do, 
1
yo'J would havo to parnchute in an ant.ire hop;>it.41 - st.aft 

and all.• Ono ~dl.o, II/Set David "Scotty" Nelvillc, wao ooiapoll.id by 

circwnataoces to j tm"I alono into o Drop Zone on t..'le ai.do ot a bieb iaoun.. 

injury 1 i:ot h ll:t dm."l tho mounta...n to warn h~ could be pi cked i:p and 

t.aken t o a hospi tal . Tho onl,y aspect 0£ t he mission con11i dercd note-

wortJtr i s th4t the ~W'lpor IW!oell bad broken a l eg in lnndinr, on· the' 
• 

troacherous ·terra1n. 

' l'arareseue 11en ocn:ie in all e1aes - snort. and at:ocJq1 long and~ -
.-

and have backgrounds ...-b1ob are vari ed ea the color s of tbo rainbo\11 but 

tho;y are a speciAl breed and are almoot .lit.emlly ~t., troa tile - llOld+ 
. ~ 

t"oe h1t:bl3 effecti'll'e 1.rain1nt: t.'ie7 t"CCeived et.c the hral'Oequo aJ:ld SUJ'rl."oi:' • 
- . - ' .. ~ ... ._ -

School o~ tbo .Con.tine.ntal U1v1G1on1 .!'.ATS prac_ti~ a-nt:ect tbi•• .,.~ 
• • 1 '."\\_ ( 

cona1atent1y"hero1e condo.ct o£ t:boau !lien und.ii11 p!'ellr;uro dellonat.ratee it . . ' 
' l < 

11.nd the countless aucoestf'ul reecuee they "tlave eocOl!lj>lillhed aril an, l.dd1~ 

tionel tr1bute· to this traWnr.. 
'\ 

Everytbi'ns t ,hey lC4111od the,y vero' maae 
• ~ I • 

t o do the bard wa:r nnd puGh- up8 vere used to punotaatc ovory , point: 1n 

trainini;. ( "falce 10 11okdictr•) 

'nleir trai n1 f16 t ell ro'13hlT (and the adverl> 1s used llteralJ.y) , 

• ·-
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Airbcme School at Fort llenninz, 

basic course. 

tccbniquo:; a~· 

ti~t 1 IS bod;;e. 

It was a .;,rut.al course! 

o.f the 
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tell, they counted the aro~t1oned 1001- 1002-1003. 

Atter 11 15-root fall they hit the end of the statio lino vith a spineo­

snapping jolt. As one slightly Jlll!IP-Pllnch;r trainee put 1 t, "that ' a 

'WOrlle than boixlg hung." 

?Ilia auddon stop simulated tho ope1ng chock of t ho rolll. thing. 

Then the;y \IOl'lt droppod the J'f!!M1n1ng l9 feet into a savcbot pit lidlere 

they wore judcod on thoir Ft.Fs (Parachute r.ant«ng Falls) . Ono trainee 

ltlo, af'ter w:ipteen tr.ips up the tower on tho double, Wll underst3ndab}T 

a litt le bre11thle11a .a !'ail.ed to oound off l oud enouaii to please the in­

structor, "l'lhon yo11 sound ott, soldier, I wanta heal' a noi se likll a 

bul.1. " He paused a !ll!ll'"..ent and 11ppa.rently had 11 thought - "or did thllt 

lnst jw:ip aakil a steer out of you, u 

Ir anyono or the dozen procedures wa.sn•t dono to tho Instructor' s 

Uldn,g1 back up the to\:er they Wll?lt, A dozen or moro t1mo11 they 'WOnt 

through the lllllllO procedure if nooeeDD.ry until it didn1t oema po:isible t or 

human bodies to take l!)Ore pwrl Mmnt without oOldng apart 11t the seams. 

One out or e1gbt tl6n out o! every cl.4as dooided either that he bad _. or 

vas aboat to - and quit. \ 

Here th97 leamed to pertol'll autollllt.ieal~ tha Jumpers 1 !81DDU.S 

ritua1111ti~f 118hut.t;lei pivot~ throw and go,• Th<v learned 1t or 

buted 011t. 

' Por those that soaks tho gl'llclo th18 tough t1'll1n1nll peya ott • lraten 

the bi& ~ COllleS for the live jump - although 11 f l!M SlO'J down - V&f1 

tw treezo in the door . 'l'bq tell o! one GenerAl. who, \.'hen the big 

lllOr!ent 011111e vas 11terall7 lcnooked out the door bf a private - lolho1 1 

1nc1dentallT1 HrYGd under hist. Once on the .ground, tho genernl tb'"'1.ed 

the m4D. •It it hadn1t been tor t.h&t bod;r bloolc you threw on Jae1 I 

don't know if I lo"Olll.d bBYe 'Udo 1t1 " ho adid.tted, Bllt he Mvor heait..ted 
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/a!ter·tiiat, 

For mst of the m<m, c ornple t ion o t :he oosic iµrborno ccu=ee p.'Gtt)r 

li'ell wrapped it up . Qunlifiod parl!-t;:-oo;>c;-e Wnt bac ma.:!e theil' marks 

t cok tlle:!:r plac.e in t 'llo pr0ud organizationa o!' the ai:-borne. However, 

tor _the p~5Quo_ l!len it was only t!te t !.rst l" I'~ on a ~ed llld®r~ 

Th.cir ric'.?;t step was t o t !rn Sc!1ool o:· llv~.u.tion Hedic.irle llt Gunter 

AFB, It.lab~, to attend tho A!'.S e!)eciall- o course, Here .ill a "jamed­

paciced• ~Ur 111,ieks t hey t:ore Civen t..'11; COO"!) on the latei;t devalop111entB . 
ill . tbe :tieJ_.d or 3,dvanced first aid. :ier¢ t:1e; learned p.o~/ to diagn.oee . ' . 

t;.. , .. 

~d treat, fill but t lle most ser1o~e and co:ii;>leit cases, 
• 

'l'm;>y epee-ialil;ed in the r c«ults of' vi •. l unca such .as battle 

l e<4;e-of ~ eurc:eon or docto~ 11ac. •• can l earned to describe c:mctzy 1>V-er 

radi,r e. ~U~ltivor li; COndi°ttOD Sufficient];y-.:cll~~ece;i.vivan<I: execute 

tlill'"Z'IJ(tlitre'tt · trea.Uiients. 

'l'he:,r-_19:.u:!led t aat. such toneue tl1isto:-s su.ch as optl'lilmow· ll!ld 

!?tor!rlnqlar~g~iol!)' l!lllant ,eye, ear> n.ose arid throat t.b_o ·11¥'d.:W:ll.Y• I.ti 

a~t1<1.n ':tJliy l~ed how to treat injur-les all.d a.ihients· ~. Pf~ct. ~ 1 

. :.f'" 

tb.e§e -~a&. 'l)i~~tu.di8'1. in 'suer. wia~ v¢11tt tiel4s~ *~u~ 
•• •{' ~ ' ~· • ' /1f 

~~rit! . ... 1!fu:i.t~~ oit.lmieai' P,ful biol.P:;i.Q:o.l.~ar.tare,.i\Adi~l;i~ {< 
• f;k._ ~:;~~ " .. ~ ' • • \A l 

_.. -~-t ~ I~ ._.:.11 4':. A, 4_~ . l , . ,.. ( ~. .. 1 

d~o;i~~'on~..elU'g&rJ'-.a:il w!lld,.as more- oQVioiµi llti'bj~€1S4 · 

wn~~ihey icft t'1io aelrool they lm- h9W ~- -!;r cat-lle•d.ael\ils 

"'}dtoktil,l. ~tiilres; lianinails (Wd c.:;rp14tat*-ons - pi~t!c4li~~~ 
~ u • " • • ·bu\ }ho· COllR>n, 'O,ol:\i• 

I if ' ~ 
· ll!e,it(l't!Ulat ¥r<lli:i~l.Y ~e moat c olori_u1 of · llll:· t ile M;-~orc:.!I' s;, ~ 

uch0ol s - .~e,.Par~scue anQ survival S<!.h<io).. ''l'rol'.«~~:iois" .,:t tl:ii!I 
~ 

·f 7 , I 
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inat.1tu~n ~t ~r l earning held claaees in ecoo ot tho loaet hospi­

table areu on the North American Continent• l!ov, Rescue baa all the 

tn1 ning porsoanel it needs, and the achool is tei:iporarJJ,y closed, but 

\lhilo it 'llall in businoaa, it vaa really a ¢.P• 

The ou.rricul.llll la.eted noarl;y throo months . For tropical t~, 

tho noophyte paramedioe not~ lived 1n tho norida EvorgJ.odes. 

Coastal surv:i.val intltruction was hel d on 11n un1nbab1 tod islnnd oouthucet 

ot Key West, Florida. Dosort survival and m:i1mtain clilllbing tJ'llinins 

vas conducted in tho JoshUll Treo ?lational NoJ11mBnt area or the scorching 

Majave deaert• The t!'llineo got tho acoo;> on arctic living in areas ne3l' 

Y.cCall.1 Idaho llhere winter and in=er conditions o.ro sim!J•r to polar 

conditions. 

Defore he Wll8 throu£}1 he kne'll the capabilitJ.eo and l.1111!.tationa ot 

the Rescue teall nnd its J!llll'V8louol,y varied and ingenuous equipMnt , 

Ho had proved his abilit\Y to eeloot landlng aroas (drop zones) trom 

the atr. •' Ile knew bow to drop spotter ohuteo and smoke .Q.aros to help 

h1a COllp\lte and co1'NOt tor oxi&tin« ldnd conditions. 

Ulin£ total~ dittel'ODt teclmiquaa ~ thoee leun&d .troa tho - I 
.wJs jumps at the ill'borne ecbool, he wus taught to ll'A.~ prcoillion 

' ~; 
ju=p. tl'Olll t!te ari.cratt typos uoed 1n Nsaue 'llOrk. Ho used steorablo 

• f , ..... • 

ehutea.- to bel.p hbl hit hie torget and bel'Ore he vas throllsh. he could • ,. I. f.~ ...... ·\ , 
,, '" • I . l and on 4 , pm .. seieoted. targot the 1111<0 ot a .blanket under al.most OTq 

J: I l I 

oondi t10'Qll with I l'ellllrknl>le oonaistenoy / He and 1 a partner tol'IDGd a 
I '. i- \o ' 1, 

2-!Wl tea.ti called a •atJ.ok"•' Toeet.hor they JllllPtld dq Gild night into ,. ' . 
wator1 treea, roclca1 and open tlelda. 

# • ' ~· 
Fev pople vill have ditf1oult;y accept.ing tho theeie that night 

jn~ng requins more colir&&;e then 7011 find carried at'Olllld by the aTOt'aSG 
• 

huun, Para.rescue 111t11 accept. j~ u put or the j ob' and Jllakle thca, 

6 
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without hesitation no uttel' what the condit.iollS vbeX1 an actl1al m1Bs1on 

is invol-.ed. lr'ben a »-36 ct'ashed on a midnight approach to Goose Bay, 

tvo Rescue jumpers wen over the flaming scene in .• matter ot. ~tes 

and once they had spatted tbemlle1ves 09el' the vreckage, tmibled out ot 
. - ' ... / -,,, 

the SA•l.6 .without hesitation. They aimed for the nm.es. Hovever,, the 

up..dratt caused by the te1'1"Uio heat of the buloning gasoline carried them 

a qUlll'ter ~ a lll1lG trom. their intended target. 'lhey lallded V11Btr-deep in 

s~ erunre l'.i-ogrees Was almost impqssi'blet Attanpts to ~ the. 8n<IV• 
~· 'h . -. 



J 
to hit and they.· didn' t dare mies it. U11uaJ.l3' they travelled closer to 

?O llliles to .eove.r the prescribed 55. The instructon vho lllade tho trek 

'llith them lived by an UllWrttten law never to correct thEll!I no matter how . . 
£ar ot{. course tll6f t:light Vllllde:r, : 

.Aa ;rou mq expect. llOt all the trainees ware as eager, aoo as ~ ~ 

as the instructors and text bocks would have them. There is on record 

the report involVing one student 'Who !'liked a sprained: antle to irvoid 
·t' . 
' the hik.e.1

• ~ter, ~t jlttel'-bugging in a desert juko joint, he 

allb1edl •Sone'l'lt Sarg, it1s OK on 1'lllt surfaces, but 'on rocks or eoft 

sand, it giveo me hell.9 When last heard 1"r0 oo was still doing push-

ups• 

In the mountain phaSe of the training the student was taught Swiss 
' . ' 

Alpine olJmb1ng .teohn1qu:ee• over and over ega1n he rappelled himsel! w -
~ 4 _, • 

~ ~ -
be~ 9t!Nir e~enta . fl.lld s1mnlated ~l'Ol's down frcim •d111ey- heights- /. 

ol."*.fe p~ng £~ toe ~ when ~e muet do the sae job !or keeps. ~ r t ~r • , . , -. .. . . . I , t" ... 
. . . ... ":'\ 
0£ten he ~e,e ~ ~ g0 ·back up thllee aame ~d1r;zy heights~ hand over lW141.'!. ' . , . 

. ~ ~ 
juSt for ltr1n,.: Urdel:linil)g eveey phase ot hie train1pg was .a conatan~ . ~ ~ 

. ~,~er ~~··81,jpOi'b ~ei~. ~nditi.on, OJ>EJratio~ i-eadinli~:Z ~·· · ~ 
. ... . Iii .. • ~~... .:-! .. 
spe~?~~~ ·ot ~:~sanoe.1 ~n Rescue, th.eoe essentials mlll".~mati 1 ~ .; i' . 

' 'i.l line .. . •·' 
f • 

!lot lo!ig ag01 an Air Force 0- 4? crashed in tbe Alp11 .nortn of Nice, 

F.tanoe, c8:try1.11g ~ p~esenger11 and a crew or ti1.X to• theit . deaths, Six . ~ . . 
Be~ jumpers pielced a 'J>rop ZCm eever.l ll1uldred iaet.era below' t.be 

,· ;2 . .1. : -· .. -< .... 
II "''t • 

·~~ ot th.e a~ci~t• ~1nz •. was Gmall -el1d ~us ,but .der;pite'h!gliil 
. T • 

winds &11 six J:1Bnaged to,,~ their chu~.e into fl!e' tai-get. 'It•:•~ ... ' ~ 

oase'ot hit it or else. , ·: · ,.. • , " ' · . . ,. .,, 
' ·onee,•saf'eJ.yir on the P-oum·th6". wOrked .thetr ·~·up .the bizardoua' . -- . . ... ~ ~ . ~. .. 

10 
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face ct tbe mountoin to the crash ecene, recooe1ed "the victims or the 

dieoSter and c81Tied them dO\J'Jl to where pocl: mules could bo ut1l.12Gd 

to eonpl•te the grill task - another Glm:lJ>ls ot ardu.ou.s training pa,y1Dg 

big dividonds• 
.. .. ~. J.: '1; r 
• -~at the high olt.itudes round in l!lOU!lWnous areas liko Uie .. 

Alpo 1e oepeciolly huardoWl• Besides the obv1ou5 dangeru imposed by the 
i 

terrai.n, ~ fall fOBWr t.hroU(lh tho rarlt1ed air and bit corresponcttngly 
~ 

ba:rder. "\olby do lllOD 3ump \Uldor such d.rcunstancos 'llhen tho dovned ~ 

can 'be seen oh.atterod on tho olitfo below? ~ jU!llP because it is ~a 

presumed tba.t 6Cll:llione li'tes. 

· A grounrl party millbt tol<o c;ta,ys. or ~ll to reac:b o ocepe that th91 CM 

get to in lllimltea. I n rescuo w~, 11111'1Utcrt1 l:I08D lives . It u a medical 

f o.ot that evun .h! the lllO!lt tttrible crashes, 11or.1e l!llrV1 vo tor minutes, 

hours, even &liYD but usually are so 1njuJ'ed and in eucb 11 state ot eboclc 
. 

that t.he7' cmmot help +MrmelTeet 'nleee ore tho ODGS tho partned1ca hope 

to 1'9ach in t1llle to •em ldion they jlJllP on wch a crash. They j\bp b'Goause 
tbq believe rt:/ life is ezpondable. 

'lhe recent~? C1'a8h in the Northern .Sooketchown area; in whiCh· ... 
three ot tho four men aboard were eavod f'rcn. all.loet certain death 111 

11110tbe1' caee 1n point. "'nle Roecue oquedron involved hod tra1Ded in ~t 

voey area oDly month11 be/01'9 vith rescue units of tho P.cyal CaMc!S•n Air 

J'Ol'Cfl• llhen diaaner stn.tk t.ooy voro ready and paramedica plJll,yed 
·' 

•ton-ire rol.ee. , 

Incident&ll;y, H/Sit Ceeil D. On;r, the panimeclio who ~l1ebed .ta 

dramatic roocue of tbe eerioual)" 1Xl,1ured Cajito.1.n T. L. Pit~, tvOi da.Yi' 

lat.or led a land part;y up the ehear taot. ot SaM!a mountain mar Albuquer­

que, 'New Mexico to the chati site Of a e<mneroiol airliner 1/bich ~ 

JS to their~ 11 



.. . 

, 
Since Air l'!escu.e Service is 'llOX'ld· wido in scope, "-orkins vith both 

national. and intornat.ioool d.vilian and mli~J authorities, ~eC:ue 

persoi:lllel 1!1118t 'k!lO'<i' end 'Ul\1erstam ~11n le&al. procedures. In the last 

phaSe of his ~.e;, the pararescue ma?l learned about too correct dis-

' position ot hu:nan remains and por:;onal effectD, s1xi hew to mark and ao.fe-

guard 8irCraft WGCl!age. 

In the ccurse ot tho curric-ulum, Emch trainee pa.-t.1c1pated in 
' ' 

threO 1110ck iiiiasions, ·all tougll. one tod{ place et about the 9.000-. . I # 

.toot level in the rueied Rocki es, another was hold in tho Mojave Desort, 
' 

In cnch c:u:ie; teO!!l::i 0£ trainee~ jun\?00 into designated l'U'6SS near 

eimul.ated ·accidents. Uroel' the :nest realistic conditions concei.vabl.O, 

tb.ey vou1d treat 0 8UX'Vivors" Md [;l!lt tJien out the best ' 'ltaiY they could 

devise, 'Dlq were entirely on thell> ow in over,y ~ct. and wre 

usu.ally f'orcGci to live of! the land. 

'OccaGi~-, airdrops of supplies wuld bo made, but ~ they~ 
. ~ 

.niads ~t a po,int-:t.o ·ea~ \lbnt ires ~ble. one cl.llSe of traf"Dee"il loves . . . . . 

to tell·. of ~ gr:t.:stl.ed, ~ sl1eep herder· tl!tO be~ ~o1.ept'.q·111 at 
~· 

. , ~ 

·~l'intci ~· Md :roclr ereas require special· protec9,on, iiO a~w 

bow. toush o num is • . 'For this they wear a tree su1 t 8nd a bellVj' 'jd.ro 

maok is att.edled :t.o t2ie m-ash".'1\YPO helmet wbieb is standal'd eQulpnent 

on all~·· 
nic triG wit is eonatructed or ttl'O lqerfj o! heavy cariras etitcbed" 

mll$ padded in st.rafilgic nroas. In o. ~ge poclcot on tbG rtgbt Ug, , fi 

eoU ot rope is. ciirriod so that tb.c jumper can lower .Mmtelt to ~· 

12 •• 
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should his ' ohuto bocame fouled in i:.r;1 '.roos. A heavy C<1ntinuouu 

strap ie sewn down t.hll outsi<!e oi' co.en. l ~·: "': •.h suit, runs sa a otirru;> 

unde:.- each ro. t and uo the inside o: C?.'l.Cil l<Jc, <:ros:line below t!!.o crotch 

/ in such a vay as to o.tforo c01Dplote [l rotcctio11 :1hould t:1e ju."llpe:- be 

slaimned into a tre<? trunk as he lands. lnst.r.,cr.ora dCl'lOnstrntion thi.IJ 

suit batore uninitiatod aud.i.eocos uou,ally i nclude a horr11)ri-r.i; de:xm-

atration or this 11trap' e o!'fectivcnc:is .n ;:~ .:Mu.rs · o£ eac:i:I lecture. 

When 1t1o least elQO<lted, the instructor launches a <terrific kick at 

the i;r .l.on of the n1111 modeli ng Urn tl'l'lo ~ .. :it, So far ti1e strap has 

never failed a.'ld the audiences a:-e inv:iri1 ... h17 i;ipresootl. As one laconic 

would nov r let Ull jUltlp. ' ' 

On oocas.ion, mock ud.ssions havo cluv11lo;.cd into tho real thinr;: With 

surprising swi.ftncss. One tca111 too:~ t-.ro lqs to chop its t.-ay t.'-'O rdloa 

canied !las simll.ated. The sccon<! ~3;/ :~a "tas !or real . Cne or the atude:nta 

had l et his machete 11llp ond allllost c:lrv~1! his lac off. In spite or 

everything, he tiaa 1n eood aha;>o and l4u.;:ltl ng 1:!\en t :1o;y got hinl out. 

llot ell lll>Ck lldsaion ISl.iladventuros llavo suc!I an unfortunate tviet 

hovever. Une juqpor on the Ever ;;to<lc! datnil landod i o the pl111:1 trees 

and, instead or tellinB through, endod up 5uapendod abovQ a large nnd 

belll(Jercnt nttler. Did it di3tarb hi.-,? !fot in the l east . He 10110rcd 

bi.,.eitlt frOQ his ham~ss a.o:! caueht t.ic na.lce. :•it:r only probla:i he Mid 

later ua11 that he ooutdn1t decide lolhetiun: to kUl tile ~ke a.'ld eat hilll 
, I 

or koep him tor a pot. lte chose the •li.\tter ~ltel'!IAt1ve , As n matter or 
faot the jWllp0l's seemed to have a per.c!Jnt £or str&JlllO pets. 3ell:ides 

snak9e, the list vould incl ude alligator~, wildcars, coons, ~d one 

u ~ 
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llit in Callfomi.a baa a 'ilhite bobed-tail rat with the cour:ige ot a 

tiger . 

Another group of jumpors ndo;;ited a rattler out ot tho Mojavo 

Desert. En route l!ountain Homa, Idaho, in a C-54 the snake got loose. 

1-lbile the jumpers tried to entice the reptile back 1n hie c.age, the 

flight attendant bolt ud forward to tho pilots' compartment Md delivered 

an ultimatum. "1 ain't eoi ng back there no r.iore," he said. "They1r a al1 

'llhetber his appraiaal was aoourate or not, one thing eeema certain -

it takes a very special type or tho species llO"Clo aat>ions to make a para­

roseue inan. In any other branch of tho serrl.ce the deeds they perto.m as 

<i4ll,y routine would be conoiderod worthy of s:peci.al co:mnonda. tion. To t.'ient 

it ' s the lti'o they love and row would have it 111\Y other way. They live to 

jump and they jump to savo lives. 

In every sense or tho word, noot of them are truly dedicated inen. It 

is the sort ot dedication that mst be seen tn be belloved. Aiwlg theaaelvee, 

ott-duty and on, they do little but talk rescue and suNivnl. (One ia­

portant exception bainc, ot course, t.'OMEN. ) 'they spend their 15))111'9 tiJie 

perfection standard oquipCICDt o.nd techniques, doviein/;J new. Collapsible 

snowehoea t.'lat can be carried with ttiem vhen they jump, a hollow tubular 

pack-frame that can bo used as an extra canteen, paN- paekota that CM be 

dropped to anow-boWld motorists to keep them wat"lll Wltil the roads are 

clear, are three typical gimmicks they 1 ve dreal"led up. 

Lilce Marines, they have esprit de corns that aeta tho apart and 

confidence that just 'l.'On1t quit. They have enomoue and tull,y justified. 

pride in their ~ical prowss and tell quiet stories ot their accomplish· 

mente that , cani.rlg trom aeyone olse, vould be unpardonable braggadocio. 
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One Jumper at Ha~h AFB, Call.f'ornia, tells how the control tower 

notified them that a KC..197 ta.'lker plowed into tho top of the ; , ooo-root 

::iom1tain ~ 5 lllilea t.'llE of t be field.. "The c;eys in t he tower thought 

wo were l yl.n 1 \.!hen <.'ll called in 22 minute>J later a.'ld t.old 'em W$ were on 

the scene. Tlle:t couldn't bel!evo that we'd piled into our crash truck, 

bounced out there elld scrambled up that hill in onl,y 22 minutes. I'll 

a&.rl. t 11a mire kinda winded. n 

T'.ic ll!ElU in the .contro l tover had every rl~t to ce skeptical. 

On t !}e S\11'1:':1.ce t. lie story sounds fantastic. lt is unless you knov 

the parantedics. 

Famed radio co1'l!llentator l>ric Sevo.reid trns in a i;r oup of survivors 

s.avcd by ju..!tpers during World Was II. ile has paid thel'I a superb tribute 

dL'f icult to :!lllprove, Of tho men who risked their lives t<? save his, he 

later vrote, •Gallant .is a precious worlq they deserve it.• ParamediO 

J)Grsormel of tbe Air Force'a Air Rescue Sorvice stand r~ at all tllies ·! 

to carry on in this. great tradition - that others ~ live. 

; ,, 


