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Fifty pilots, navigators, engineerli,
radio operators, and survival experts
rvent into action. A fishing boat itt
trouble in the Arctic hacl askt'd for
irid, and these members of ihe US
Air Force, living just a slrort hoP
frrrm tlre Pole, were reirtly to risk
their own lives to save tltc crew.

That same week irnother Americln
radio operator, sweating it out.at an
Air Rescue Service post tin a blister'
lng Arabian desert, picked up a faint
signal which told him that a small
plane had eraclied trp less thtrrr 100
rniles away. He sounded the alarm.

\lfitlrirt mintrtes ir scirrclr pliux, t(x)k
olI, follorverl llv l helicolltt'r. 'l'lrc
plrrrtc spotterl tlrt' rvrcck. gir\'(, its
locittion to tlre lx'licopter. \\'ith llr
Air Rescue tloctor irlxrirrul, tlrt' lrt'li-
copter pickccl rrp tlrr. irrjrrrcrl llritislr
pikrt from bc'sirle hi.s crlslrctl pliurt.
rund flerv him to tlre ueirrt.st lxrspitll.

Evt,rv tlly, somervlrt.rt. irrorrrtrl tltt.
rvorld, these highly skillccl, rvell-
orgiurizctl life sirvers of tlrr irir irre
going irlxrut tht ir de licirtc irrrd rllu-
gerous ernrrrds of mercl'. Thc fort1,-
six units. cirllecl Srlrrirclrrrs. irrt, tli-
vided ilmong eleverr Groups scattered
fronr the tropics to tlre grolitt seits,
from the Persiun Gulf to Al,rsku.
\\'lrclever tltey irre, tht'y' irre rcntly'.
evcr)' lrour of the rliry' or ttiglrt, lo
Irelp rncrr. ;rlirrtes, or sltips itt troulrlt'.

\lore itttt't'estt'<l itr itctiott tltiut itr
strrtistics. tlre Air Rr.scue Servicc lrirs
not kt'1lt trirck of tlre cxnct tttrrnbcr'
of lives it lrirs sirved since it rvirs
org.rrrize<l in l9{7. A conserr'.rtit'r'
cstirnlte ryould be 15,00O, and the
6grrrt, gro\\'s tlrrl' b1' dly. Of thcst'.
Ireirrll' l().(X)O rvere' in or ne.lr Korel.
Thert tlre rcscue pllnes and heli-
coptcrs t'r'ircirirted the more seriousll
rsounclecl frorn tlte front, pulled U\
air crerv rnerr orrt of the sel, atrrl
rrnrlcr r'!)ernt, fire' snatclted to safetr
ne.n'lv rr tlrousirrrd nllied figlrting merr
tritpgred belrind enenry' lines.

IFor such "distinguished service
to nirpou'er in the field of flight," the

Air lrorce Association, itt its htst Con'
ventiolr in Wrrshingttln' D. C', pre'
sented its utrrrturl Flight Arvard for
1953 to the rrretr of the Third Air
tlescue Group. ln the Korean rvar
this trnit flerv more tltln 16,000 sor'
ties irnd bectme the most highlY
tlecortteil air unit of the wirr.-The
Editors.l

The 6,000 daring, ingenious Young'
sters rvho rnirke up the Air Rescue
Service, together rvith veteran pilots
rrnd rnedic'il parachrttists, hrrve rtn'
clergorre rigorous trtining itr survival
sclrools tlritt teirch tltenr how to live
throtrgll extrt'mes of weather qnd

cxcrtiitt, how to cotlquer tirc and
Ilood, how to overconle deeP snow,
pacli ice, hrtrricitrttl rvitttls, the desert
sun, tltirst, starvation-ntrd Commu'
rrists. 'Ilrey ure fltl etite corps, each
rnirtt lrickcd for stanrinir, itlt'rttless,
irncl tgility. Above tlrc cloor of evc'ry
heirdcfrarters shack in all the flr'
flu'tg outposts, is their slogllll "Thrrt
Othcrs I\lay [,ive,"

Bat'k irt hcittl<luirrtt'rs, Nljrrriun
rronclurl.rrrlly clrllkt d up another
"roulint ntissicln" on the blrrckbourd
ilnd ftnislrcd lris srtppt r. Less tlron e
nronth cirrlier lrc h.rtl lrrnded and
l.rkr.n oll nrnolrg stvclr-loot waves ln
tllr. scir rrortlr oI lirlt.rrt io rescue the
crerv of u plarrt tlut hld crashed lnto
llrt'oc't'ittt.

Tlre Air llt,s<.rrc Scrvice went lnfo
fast action in lt)51 wlren the Ktw
rnrj Ilissouri llivcrs flrxxlctl ond irc-
lirtetl llrousarrds of Kunsrrs farmerr
anrl villirgcrs. Crt.ws, planes, and
erlrri;lrncnt rvt're rtrslrcd from Cali-
Iorrrirr, Colorrrrhr, Waslrirrgton, Mas.
sir<,hrrsr'lts, 'l'r.xas, Alallrrma, gnd
\ticlrig.rrr, Tlrr. srrrfilcc rvas ful! of
{krlting tlcbris brrt lrig crrnverted
bombt'rs rlroppcd lifcblats urrd il
score of lifr..rrrfts. ln only one of the
bouts rlirl .ur),(,n(. luke time lo crrurtt
tlre rrrrrrbtr of rcscrrt,s: this bolt
slvr.d .{lJ$ lx,r!i()n$, rnostty wornen
irntl clriltlrcn. Shrrvt'r nroving heli-
c'oplt'rs follorvrxl tlrc phncs into the
flood urcl, irrrd rvirrrlrnilling tlreir wny
ircro.rs llre u,ide wirtcrs picked sui.
vivors ull rrxr{s irnrl tlrt, togrs of trucks
ittt<l c,trs. Oitrgo rrtirtrt,s |orrrrhtrted
20O tons ol lor-rd, bliurkt,ts, lrrtl rnerli.
cal supplies to isoluted lrigh points
where victims huddled of,oui the
flood.

The life stvcrs of the Rescue
Service have gone to the nirl of i

slilors, soldiers, airmen, tnrl civiliirrrs
of more tltln n dozen natlons. Evt'tr
tlre lron Curtaln does rrot lrrrlt tlrcir
m('rcy flights. Last yelr rvhe n ir
Ozt'ch airliner wts overdue on I hop
from Rome to Atherrs. Americirn
llescue phner took ofi from lrcth
Ccrm,rny.tnd Africir to rrssist in the
search. It rvas ln Antelicirn crcrv lhlt
found tlre wreckilg(. on l Greek
nnount;rinsitk . lrrrt rro srrrvivrlrs,

An ARS tesm parochulod ln lo ttvo
llru" Gene Jrch ond her brby, rnow-
bound ln on ldrho mountrlo prtr

gcrs hrrcl been ssriotr.sly ittjuretl unrl
all were on their rvity to l)lrirhriln
rvilhirr trvo huurs,

One of thc most clilftcrrlt ultd clun'
qerous tasks ever urttlerlitkett by thc
Scrvice elrtlecl hrrppilf in September
1952 off the nortlrern cnd of the
Grcculirnd ice citp. A Britlsh RAF
flrrslirrgs lmntller hltl florvrt llp ovt'r
thr: ice cirp to clrolr strpplics to it

scit.ntific cxpedition. Fr<ttn l tlistlnce
the rviritirrg scienlists sitrv tltt' lnmlrt'r
cr,rsh itncl rirtlitx'd for ht'lp.

'fhc Air Rescub Scrvict' squndron
birsed nl Thrrle, ttortherttmost US Air
Btrse, pickecl up the rlistress cnll but

due to friglrtfrrl Arclic rveitther could
not responcl f<lr trvo' rlirys, Strorv-
lrtden grrlt's kellt the plittrcs ott tlre
grorrurl. \lt llrn'lrilc tlrc scit'tttists
mirdt' their rviry .rcross tltt' icrl to llte
rvrec'li, forrnrl tht. clt'rv of ciglrt still
nlive llrrt lll lrrrrt. sornr. of tlrt'rrr criti-
t'irll1 . Tlrt'r' crlrrltl ttot lrt, rnovt'tl. so
tlrt, srnrrslrctl lilpl,urc. rt'irs corrvcrtecl
into rr first-rricl slirtion iuxl victims
,rrrrl rt,st'rrt"rs rvrritetl lor ht,l;r.

At thc first bre,rk irr rlcntlrt,r. srrp-

;lly pl,rrtt's trxrk oll frorn Thrrh, itrt<l
tlroppt'tl nrerlic,tl t'rlrripmerrt, bliur"
Lt'tr, rrnd frxxl by ptritcltutc,. Tht'se
gtlrrnc$ tvc'rc not cr;rtippcrl for srtorv
lilncling. Close behin<l tht'rn cirrnc il
r('!icue triphillirrrr equippt,<l rvith kt't.l
skitl irtrcl skis irn<l forrr JATO bottles
to rricl irr tiilir'-ofi. lt lrrndcd on tlre
sno\r'-c()\'ered ice cirl:, took lbo.trtl
tlre tlrree most scriottsly injtrrcd, twrl
British rtrrd one Americnn, nnd llew
ilrcrn lrt tlrc hospitrrl tt Tlrtrle. Two
diry's l.ttcr, grncl rveitther permitting,
rr C-47 ou skis llrtcled rrnd took olf
the rernrrining survivors.

Tlre" llr'sctre tneclicrtl hero of heroes
in the Kort'att zon..f wits Lt. Col' lolrrt
C. Shumate, a pantchrtting Itetlicrrl
Service Corps officer from Littlc
Rock, Ark. On llre front rnd belrirxl
lhe enernl"s frorrt, tlris ctrol"hcldctl.
clcrtr.e)'cd meclisll rnrtn rcpcitte'dl1'
llndcd by helicoptcr, iutd, rvilh Conr'
mrrnist btrllets kicking trp lhe etrlh
aruurrtl lris fect, silvt'cl tltc livt's ol
Ulriled Nittiotrs solclicrs.

\\'lrt'tr ir Ilritish fighte r pilot crlsht'tl
125 rrriles noltlr of tltr lnrtrt ottc itltct'-

rrrxlr in 195O, Slrrrrnirtt' lrrok off ilt ir

I'clicolrtt,r rlilll ();r;lt. Dirvirl (.1. l\tc.
l)irrrir.ls .rr pikrl. lror ntttrr: lltiut lrr
Irorrr lnrl ,r lr.rll tlrcy rvilrtlrnillr'<l tlrt'ir
rr'.ry ovr,r (.n(.n)' tcrritory, tlriltvilrg
occ,lsiorr.rl lrostilt' firr.o utrtil lllr'1
spotlctl llrc t"r',rslrt'tl plirlrt'.

"Le t's gll rlos rr lltlrc," Slturttrttt'
slirl irrr<l tlrr'piLrt lrrurrgIl lris rttt-
g,rirrly slrip lo t'.utll lx'sitlt' llrt'brolit'tr
liglrk'r'. SJrrtrrr.rlr' itrlrrpt'rl ott!, rvitlr
( lilrnrrrrrnisl sltrgr srr.rppirrg lr.rst his
lrt..rrl. !iltlrl tlrr. irrjrrrctl Iitrglislunilrr
orrl of lris pl.rtrr', t'.rt'rit'tl ltirrr tu llrr'
lrcliurptlr. ,{s tlrt'1 took ol[, Slrunt,tk'
rlr,rrl lo lr.rlL ort tlrt'lr.rrll1 lrrrrt ;liLrl.
l"l.rL blxrrrr,'rl irr lrl.rcL ltttlls ;tttltttrtl
llrt. "r'lrop1rr.r"' .rs it trr.rrlt' its rr';rr
b.rck tt.r tlrt. r\rnt'ric.rtr littt's, rvitlr tlrc
"tkrckrr" .rtlrtrirrislt'tirrg lrl.xxl plitslrt.r
itrttl igrrorirrg cn('lnl lilc,'l'llr' tkrtvrtctl
pilol livt.rl. 'l'!ris rr',rs urrly'rtrrc of tlu'
s('or(,s of tl,rrirrg, lifcsirvitrg {'r('rrr'-
siolrs rrr.rtlt' b1' thc "tloclot " f rtlttr
Littlt' lkx'k.

Arr,rtlrt.r rrrt'tlit'.tl officqr, narttrlt'sr
in llrt' rt'nrrrls irt \\'.rslringltltt llt'ittl-
qrrirrk'rs. lortglrl .ttttl tt'tttl il th'spt'ritlr'
brlttlc irg.rinst tittttt, ittttttr'ttsc sttott'.
drifts, lriglr rvintls, itrrtl coltl itr ltlirlru'r
Slrr'lrlotlr \ ! orrrrlrrins irr lllrttir r'), I $,i I .

lt'orrl clrue tu tltc .l3d Air llt'scttr'
Srtrrrirtlrolr, irt trlcOlrorrl AFll, 'l'.rco"

ntil, tltirt ir \l'otrliul ltrr<l clriltl, botlr
crilicirllf ill, rvt're ruitlrxltu'tl'irLlrrt' irt
tt suurvbrlunrl cirllitt ltl rtgr irrt lrl.tlto
nrotrntititt pitss. A 1g;tlt' s'irs llhprr'-

irrg irtrcl sttorv Irtllirtg so lirst tltrrt
rro irirplirrlc tlitlr'tl litLt' olf tu sciu't'lr
for the lorrcly citbilt. Srl rt grrlluttl
teirrn tvns orgitttizctl rrlrrl stitrttrl its
climb s'ithin tlrc lxlrrr. lt cirlrit.tl l
poltitllle riltlio its rvttll its ftxrtl ittrtl
nreclictl srrplllits. Altt'r rt [t'rv rnilt's
it sent lllck rvord tlut it rr',rs lltttut-
clt'ritrg iu slrortltlt'r-<lcc1l drilts, rvotrhl
never rnlke the cnbirr.

fust thett iltt sn,r,v clotttls pitrlt'tl
nurl tlre tloctor nt llrc tilbirsc c.rlh'rl
for vlrlrrntt't'rs. ltt il [t'rv tllirrtttt's it

phne wls uloft itncl tiglrtirw its way
out of downdllfts lnd tricky moull'
tain winds. Tlrc doctor ulrd lris rnedi'
crrl tecliniciulr, Stlfl Scrgeant llob'
bins, buckled on their parucltutcs as

they flerv. Suddcnly tlrrough a break
in tlre stonn tlte pilot spotted tho
cabin. Tlre doct<lr rrnd tcclrnicitn
jumped, trrking their medical cquip'
ment lnd supplics dowu with tlrern.

Ir{otlrer und clrild wcre burely ulivc
nnd the t'escuL\rs wet)t to work, giving
restorrtive treutrnetrt. When thc im-
mediirte dauger hnd pussed, the doc-
tor and tcclrniciun took ttuns rtttend-
ing thc patients irr the cabitt and
smoothing a lrrnding ffeld in thc snow
outside tlre door. Usiug bourds from
an old slred they ntrrked its boun-
daries and on tlrcir portuble radio
asked fo.' a lrelicoptcr, A Sikorsky
H-5 arrived with the slirckcning of
tbe storm. 'I'hc two patiertts wbre
tlken llroard und florvn to rr lrospitrrl.

Halfway uround tlrc world, in tho
Persiarr Culf, thc l}'itislr llurrclr 'J'rtt-

cful ttlaid ol Lotvlon wcnt aground
in a storm lud wus tltrcuterting to
breuk up, Surface crlft, uuablt to
apllrouclr it to tirke oll tlre crew,
asked for uidl. Air llcscue ploncs
sighted the hunch, rvith wuves break-
ing over it. and sent for a lrelicollter.
In spite of the weatlrer the lrclicoptcr
mrnlged to scl dorvn orr tlre .upper
deck of the grounded wreck and take
oll two pcrsons wlro wcrc ill. It rlced
them to thc British hospital orr Birh-
rein Island, wts returning lo llre shir
when thc storm slackencd und the
vq;sel's crcw decided to rernain on
bourd and attempt to sar,e it. lilrey
were short of ftxxl and water, ltow-
ever, so Rescue pluncs dropped the'se
on deck.

ln lgSl a Turkish patrol of ninety
men was cut oll and surrourrclcd by
Comnrtrnist troops in North Korea.
The Tu*s were rrnong the bc'st sol-
diers on the {ront and Alliccl olficers
sent frantic rvord back to the llescue
Sorvice. llelicopters took oll rrnd
olher plnnes grrided thenr to tlro be-
leaguered pltrol, u,lrich was lighting
hard to holcl tlre sulroun<ling errcmy
at a distance. The helicupters lan<led,
soved evc,ry mrn in what was prob-
ably the largest lir rescrte in lristory.

Tlrus thc ingcniotrs attd during
young men of the Air Rescue Service
are rvri{irrg a ncw c}raptcr in the his-
tory nf heroism ,and sclf-slcriffce, in
the air, ilt se.l, and ott lund, pttrform'
lng miracles of slamint, collragc', and
skill. Sorne tinres lhey clie, trying'
Whe'n thcy tlo they die proudly, lor
every milu and lxry ilmoltg theirn be'
tieves in thcir slogrtrt: "'I'hat Others
hloy Live."*lixu
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gr.ant, on dltty in a lrrrt on tlte blt'ak
lnd lonely coast of Crt'enlitnd one
firll morning, suddenly srrirtclred off
lris rnclio headphones. "l)istress cirll!"
lre yelled.

N A\{ERICAN Air }'orce ser- The cxlct number of uirltl.rnas lud
helicopters, boirts rn<l land t'clricles
rrse<l in these bcnav'olerrt ogler.ltiorrs
is it military secrt t. Of pl.rlrt's .rrrcl

Itt'licollters, llu'rt, irre morr, llran l](X)

ruscd irr re$cur! u'ork, Tlrey rarrge in
size frorn surirll scarclr pl.ulcs irlllc to
clirnb irr irrrd out ol nirrrurv t'.rlley's,
lo hrrge bonrlrt,r ly,pes n'itlr tlrirly-
foot lifebo.rts clingirrg to tht'ir bellits,
ready to be launclrt'cl by irnrnt'ltse
pirrirclrutes.'I'hc l.rrgcr lrrlicrlpters
rnuy cirrry a dozcn mt rr.

The paruchute boirts lre of metal
or plywood, witlr t rrgincs tlrlt rlrive
llrern up to nine milt,s lrr hotrr. Sorrre
lxrats have r cruisitrg rirngt' rll 5(X)
rnilt's. l)cpendirrg on tlreir sizc llrey
cirn cilrry fifteen to tlrirty survivrlrs,
irre stockcd rvitlr kits thrrt dr."salt sea
\r,irter, foocl to last up to SBO mirn-
drrys, blankets, first rricl chests. r,rrlios,
!nirps, lrt.itvy rvelthcr clothirrg, fislriug
trckle, lnd Biblcs.

Arnrlng tlre. ground ctrr,wri rrr(r ('x-
pt rienced mountain climbers, "dt'sert
rirts," men irccuslonred lo lhc irrrrgle
rrnrl tlre Arctic. \f ith jt't'1ls irntl irrn.
plribious velriclt's, ilnd sorne Iirnt's
itfuot, tlrey tritvcl ovcrliutcl ltr groirtlS
tro tirplirnc or lrelicolltt.r ('.rrr rt'.tclr.
But befrlrc l groutttl cr.-'w l{{'ts trt tlrc
scene of a tlisirstcr, Air lk'scrtr' Scrv-
ice mt.dictl servict' corl)s ('xl)r'rls lrttl
techniciatrs, rvilh blirnkcts, \t'itlt'r,
food. srrrgicirl artcl mt'dical srrpgilit's.
oflerr hrrvc prrrirclttttctl to the t'x.rct
spot rvhere lhey rtnr rtt't'tlt'tl.

Somc of tlrc most tlitritrg crpkrits
ol the Krlrt'itn wirr \l'('r(' ltcrl,trtttt'tl
by Air llescue St'rvict' tnt'rr. 'l'1'glic.rl

is tlre story of Crrpt. lolrrr J. Niriirri,rrt'

a blrrck-eytd, 29-year-rrld Ualilor-
nian, urrd his f<lur-nrirn crtrv one tlirrk
evening in lunr. 1951, liht'y rvt,rc tlre
nlert crcrv irnd rvere cating supper
rvhen the irlirrm sounded.

Capt. Keuneth Stt'rvurt, a ffglrter
pilot from Cr:vington, Ky., lrad aban.
dorted his drrmrrged plane nnd para-
chuted into the Tirt'dorrg River, be-
hind enemy lines. Otlrcr pilots hnd
seen him splash into the water lncl
inflate his life raft, Communist troops
opened fire on him from both blnks.
He ducked under the raft and drrrk-
ncss closed down on the rvater.

Back at the Air Rescue stution,
f,iirjrrian and his co-pilot, nnvigator,
rrrdio operator, and engineer ruced
to their big trvin-engined amphibian-
and roirred into the air. They forrnd
Stewart's buddies still circlirrg tlreir
planes over the dark Taedong, trying
to brelk up Communist ground ftre
from the river bank. One of the cir-
cling ftghters trrrned on his lln<ling
lights and dived toward the place
Stewart had last been seen. Najarian
follorved him down. When the fighter
swurrg blck, several hundred feet
above the water, the Rescue ship
continued to nose down and splrrshed
into the river.

The enerny responded with even
heavier fire. Stervart abandoned his
ruft and, signrrling rvith his tiny pen-
cil flashlight, swam torvirrd the rrm.
phibian. Najarian raced his pllne. to
meet him. The crew drrrgged the
waary, rvrterlogged flyer aboirrd,
NaJarian gunncd his engines and the
big ship took off. It rvas a Crummau
SA-16 Albatross, a fourteerr-ton flf irrg
bolt rvith n hull sixty-trvo fee't long
irnd l rving-spreird of eighty feet.
The rvater n,us only six feet dcep,
rvith mln1, santlbirrs, turl the lrrrll of
the pl,rrre <lrcrv livc irnd ir hnlf feet.
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