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Cornrnrndcr

OODE OF AN AIN NEECITE IfiAN
It b my dutlt, ot e nrsnrber ol tha Alr

Beuua Eentir'e, lo aove ltla and to aid
ihe lntvreil,

I wlll be ?rapared aJ all times to par.
lorm my ac$gned, dutbc qubkly srtrd efr'
olenlly, pla.rllttg thece dutlcc belorc pr.
rolol &e$res ond rcmloilg

theae thfng,! I & f$Ag OTHnnB
UAY L,IVE,
tnHE conceFt of aerlal rorcue ls not new
I but the present alr rearch and nercue
tcchnlquel developed, employed, and
planned by the
Alr Force't Alr
Bercue Eervlce
erg the lucces&
lul achlevementt
of an organlzl.
tlon constantly
devoted to ltr
mlrslon "that
othert may llve."

tt lc not
known fnom the
tccountt ol ro-
cordedhlrtory
whether o u r
corllest onYl-
f lo n a rl C r Erl3. Oca. Ilu8orc

%^ --"d&

trought about urlng aerlat machlner
,ra I meant of roscus or noL It tr
known that aerlal rescue was [rst pracc.
tlced ln the year'1ff10. Durlng the rlege
ol Parlr ln the Franco-Prusslan War, 160
pntlentr were rescued lrcm ihe heart of
the surrounded clty of Parlg ln an ob.
reryatlon balloon.

tn World War I' reveral ottempts wer€
. tnado to utlllze the alrplano a8 an aerlal

rmbulance. Evgn ar early ae l91i the
Frcnch Alr Eervlce had ured the alrplane
lor patlent evacuaUon ln Serbla, and a
yeer lrter trom the Atlas mountalns dur.
lng the Rt6sn War ln Moltcco. However
13 war not untll World War tI that thc
Fescue by alr beSan to develop ln earnecL

Prlor to the advent of large bomber
and figh.ter lloetr, ltttle conslderatlon
war gtven to tho relrch lon and the ns.
trlcvlry o!' nrlglnS or crsshed alrcrnfi
end alrmen. Sosrches lor the dlrtrerred
.avlator wero conducted ln a haphazard
manner, utlllzlng the meant avallable
'wlth tlttlo thought to organlzed protec'
3lon.

The Battls ol Brltaln Orst ertabllshed
the urgency tor an orSanlzed relcue eo.
tabtlrhment when lt was dlscovered that
'r largc percentage of "downed" -alrmen
could- hi recovsred from the EngUsh
Chnnnel wlth boatr and reaplanes. Suc'
cen ol there rescuo Ettempb wa8 8oon
owlously connected proportlonately wtth
the ertobltrhrnent ol rystematlc commu'
.nlcnUonr reorch and rurulval procedurer.

Morale of operational unltr lncreased
lmanytold when lt became known that the
chanc.er ol belng rescued olter crnrhlng
.had lmprtved. The clllcloncy ol lhe llvar
'lncreared' conrlderable savlngic were
madr ln the manpower rePlacement
cortr. Tho regcue ol ons hlghly tralned
alrrnan not onty savod hlr tlfo, but lt alro
mved lhc ttme ond expens€ ol trulnln3

the wor rna
rescue, for we had-large nurnbt'rs of nir.
men flylng over all thc ocenns und mucla
ol the land areas of ttre world. Gt'nenrl
rI. H. Arnold personally recogniet'd lhese
problems ond initiated thc llrst formul
USAF rescue program. Crews wetre
trutned, equlpment wtts' pro('ured, and
rescup squadrons wert activnted. These
squadrons ware dlspatched to.all parts
ol the glolle to protect our Blrmt'n ulong
the rnilitqry rupply routes ss well as to
escort our bornbers and 0ghters lo und
from enemy ctrcngholds. These unlls
were placed under the operatlonat con-
trol of theater cornrnandersi the equip
marrt and methods of employmen& of ctrclt
unlt were largely dlctoted by dlctanees to
and frorn enemy targetc, geogrnphical
condltlons, Rnd the freguency of "dis-
Itrelrs" lncldentr.

Dsnger tn Oold tlVatorc
Ae exampleg ol connparlson, crashed

airmen ln tire North Sleu area were al-
ways rvithln 100 or 2ffi mlles of fri*ndly
lhoreo, but the cold waters accentuated
the necessity of lagt, successful coffirylu-
nlcatlonc nnd cpeedy necovery. Commu-
nlcatlonr were handled by llghter con-
trol nets who were responslhle tor con-
trol ol all aerlol tra$c, whlle ths nctuat
rearch and rescue wls perlorrned by sur-
far,s boats and alrcraft of the &oyal
Navy, Royal AF', and USAF".

However, ln the Pacl0c the great dln"
lsntur made dlfierencea ln operutlonr
and oommunlcatlonE Submarines wer€
uttllred lor orbitlng near the targets or
along the routee to the target. Alrcraft
were egcorted by OA-10 arnphibiane and
8.17 converted llleboat camlers. Slnc'e
communicatron difficultles rnade ground
control irnpractical after take-off, alr*'
born rescue controllers were used. Alt
units partlclpatlng in a strlke therefore
used a cornmon distress frequency and ln
(nge of emergencles, advice, ald, and reN"
cue wag almost lmmedlate"

Durlng the wrr, elght rescue cquadrons
*'ere utlllzed throughout the world. Wlth
cessatlon ol hosttlltles, thp workloads of
the unlts wfe decreased, but the need ot
aerlal rescue atlll exlsted.

A contlnental rsrcue organtra$on wae
.created on ?3 Jan. lMS wlth headqusr!
Sers at Andrtws AFB, &Id. It was respon-
slble lor aerinl rescue coverage for all of
the Zi. It was numerlcally designated
16 thp 6?d AAF Ease UdL

Plaood Undor rll.0
In Aprtl !t war plac.ed under the opor-

atlonal and adrnlnlctrative control of the
Alr Tranrport Command. LL Col. Joeeph
F. Wcgtover war ln command untll 29
May 19{8 when Col. Wallace S. Ford
assumed cummand. On the some date the
organlzatlon w&t officlally redealgnated
Alr Rescue Sellce. Col. trlchErd T. I

Klght became commander ln Deeernber ;

ts *.iglrt shorl )'ear$ of developr$ont,
Alr Reseuo Servit'e (now adnrlnlstrntlve-
ly incorpornted unde'r frtATS! has rnnny
timcs proved lts value. Xn cooperqtlon
wlth clvtlinn ageneles, ARS hns reseued
rfiany hundreds of pcople durlng n&tisne!
emrlrgeneies, We hnve also lc.nt our fn-
<'illtic.s for other hurnnnltarlnn emergen-
c.\' re$curr lncldents, Not nll our nntsslons
hnve been for the search nnd rescuo of
n'downed" airman; many hnve been the
ornergcnc]" !'sscue of rlek sr lost frorn lsi>
!nted .nre&s. Mnny civilinn transport
(nnd rnllltnry) planB dlsnsters hnve been
nvorted hy routlne lntercc.pts nnd oscort
parformed by AR$ prlanes" Muny survlv-
ors of alrcraft qccleleu'lls have been res-
cucd frorn ottreruilse nlrnor[ eertnln deatfr
k*' thr"' speedy, e{llelent nld fnonn ARS.

Slavod 0,{l8O [m Koren
lrr l(orea the need and value of Atr

Reseur" $ervice was sven trnore emphatlc,"
alll' ;rt"ovcn eaeh dny" F rorn lhe flrst da]'
of lht, conflict to the daxn 16o truce was
slsnecl ("lunt, 195&Jull' l9frX), "{RS oper-
ated fronn the forward stntions ln Korer.
We r*scuecl n total of fl,S80 Urrited Nn-
tlons oersonttelo of which 996 were res-
cuc.d from behlnd enpnr)' llnes. Qtrick ac-
tion kr.y ARS drnstienlll'redunecl the num-
bcr of futnllties. Sorne tlor.tors Rt the
f ront !lne hospitnls h&\,e stnted they
npver be'fors ssw certain ty,pes of cas.
unlties hecau*e nlwnys bt'lore the'se
types of wounds were fnlal before qld
coulcl be glvcn.

Hcrc ns ln the bntlle of Brltnin, rnorale
wns lltcr$ilscd $mong lhe eonrbatants,
both aarlal and gnound. The wlll to go ln
ancl flght wns greatly lnereased. The air-
msn.knew that tf he went down, an AR"$
plane would be "Johnnl'-on-t.he-spot." In
case after c&se, amflhibians have rescued
"downed" airrnen frorn the wator almost
before the pilot snd crew got thetr pants
wet. In case nfter case, helieopters hnve
dared enemy flre to cheat the vlslble
enemy of an otherrvlse certain captive.
Ground troops tropped in lnsccesslble
pockets have been rescued br' ,lRS
"whirly blrds." Amateur odds lTrakers at
the front have been known to estublish
a 9-out-of.lGchanaes of rescue to the rnen
flylng flghter rover.

LIke all of our farflung unlts, ABS ln
Korea utillzed lte speclally sdapted USAF"
altrcraft llke the Albatross $A-16 amphlb-
lan, the Boeing $ts.l? and SB-29 llfeboat
carrlers, the Douglas SC*4? cargouFrip,
and the Slkorsky lI-5 snd ld"l$ hellcop.
ters. ARS speclallsts ln medlesl 0rrt sld
and porechute landtngs were also devgl.
oped to the hlghest degree ln Korea.

Around tho Wonld
These same types of alrcraft, and the

s&me hlgh callber lndlvtdusls, sre found
throughout the world on duty wlth our
far0ung squadrone. A vlsltor would frnd
them ln Germn$V, h Hawall, ln North
Africa, tn Alaska, In Greenland and the
Arctlc areas, the SA-18 ls adapted wlth
a speclal keel Whlch allowc lt io become
o lrlphlblan operatlng on lco, lan4 and
water,

Outslde o( the Unlted State& AR$
equndrons are located ln such other arGar
as lceland, England, Azore4 Bermudo,
Pnnarna, Puerto Rlco, Jspnn, Arablg,
Trlpoll, Phlllpplnes, nnd Oklnawa. Three
of the lqroL* ASI| rrqupugrg tpgsted ln
the Unlted States. Each AIilS group nor.
mally ls compoced ol lour oquadronr, but
thls varles wtth the operatlonol needr.
Squadronu of fi groupr arc locatod lt
McChord AFB, l{nrnllton As'B, Mnrch
AT&,:["arvEr AEB, "Sgurldso a$L$Utnnl

Beach AFB, and Woetoyer AFB.
ZI Atr ltoscue Servlcv unltr rrc dded

In thctr nerlal sesrch work of rencuo by
the nrore thnn 80,000 rnsrnborr of Ctvll
Atr Fertnol. WlBh unltl ln the 48 rtr0ct
the F;lstrict of Columbls, Pucrlo Rlsor
and Alaska thlr volunteor orgatlrttbn
of prlvnte llyers and svlatlon.rntndq{,
clvtlluna con put mor€ than SOI tlghf
plnnes lnto the nlr durlng 8n emorfenqf.
When called ugpn bl, ARg, the Clvll Alr
Patrol almost llterally cen "6nt tooth
('ornb" & Euspscted eragh are&

Olvlltan Aurlllrry
Created by prerldenthl erecutlvo ordor

nnd chantered by Congres+ tho CAF har
no rnllitary utstuo. Ey an act of Conlrugr
ln LM8 lt was deslsnoted 6t I clvlllotl
auxitlary o( the U$AF. Ilr nt8!fid
hcndquarters ln Washlngtgn, D. C., lt
stuffed by AF perronnel, and such rtalo
wlng har an AF o$srr on duty sr llalpn
for ndmlnlstretlvo arrd operotlonnl ptr"
poses. Benldcs the operatlonel asrlntanGo
durlng seu!'ch mlsslonr for ARS, tho CAF
provirles an unllmlted recource of atpr
mlncled enlhuslants for the olr ogo of thC
future.

ln udditlon to worklng under ARS con
trol durlng aetuul and practlce eegrch
rnlsslons, rnnrking olrcraft wrockage dtel
nnrl provldlng u nueleur ol potentlal alr
rnen, CAP also provldar an lnegtlmably
voluuble radio network. ln tlmer ol dlr"
aster or mobtllzRtlon, lt hnr monr thsn
11,0CI0 flxed snd moblte radlo rtatlona
Thls ls the lnrgest non.mllltory rodlo net"
work ln ths Unlted Staten .

It ls obvlor.ls that a rucce&ttul rprcrr
organlzation ls made up ol a great'nutn
ber of people, & grest numbor of dlfler
ent t1'pes of equlpment, a greut nutnbor
of lrours of effort not only durlng but ln
prepsrlng for an emergency. And lt
takes an aluelve tromethlng ehe" ln &ho
hearts ncrd mindr of all tho penonnOl
oselgned or attached to Alr Rercue SeRr.
lcc**ctvlllan or mltltarv, votGran alrnran
or youthful novlce. Thlr ,,Ertrt tomo.
thlng" ls thnt elernent ol humanltarlan
lsm that makes the ABS mirglon becoms
a llvlng synnbol of lhe Amerlcrn wry ol
helplng those less fortunsto.

X have seen lt happon mrny Blmer to
even thc moot colloused. Duty wlth Alr
Rescue $ervlce soon moldc each man to-
wsrds a devotloyr wlrlch would mcko any
man I proud commander. Ot many othei
thlngs he can alio tgko prlde*thc lrct
that .ARll wos flrst io uro hellcoplon lft
cornbnt behlnd cnemy llner, the tact lhrt
ARS was 0rrt to qdmlntrter blood ptrunr
to the woundod ln 0!ght, ths tait that
Alt8 har recelved lnternatlonal tmphler
ln recognltlon of ltr advancementl lil ttea
fleld of flight, tho tact that AnS wor 0nt
to fly the hellcoptor acrols tho Atlanuc.
But ol all the intr, I bellsve I an flmt
proud thnt our Alr Rercuo $ervlco cdortr
are lor the one achlevement ,,thtl othrrt
msy llve.'

Repd.nted frrnr
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