Type of helicopter used on the August 18, 1953 SAR with PJs jumping in before helo arrived



(Fairbanks News-Miner, Friday, August 21, 1953 —

Two Detroit manufacturers who

survived a plane erash on a rug-
géd Alagkan mountain 150 miles
north of the Avelic Cirele Tues-
day said today they were “living on
horrowed time,” and they praised
;hgir rescuers for an outstanding
job. .
- William Guse, president of the
Composite Forging Company of
Detroit and Albert LeClere, head
of the Paramount Engineering
company, are hoth expected to re-
turn te their homes within a few
weeks. Gues suffered no serious
injuries, but LeClerc received a
smashed vertebra in the ecrash
Both are in the hospital here.

The men, accompanied by Fred
Wieler, Anchorage land office of-
ficial formerly of Buffalo, N. Y.
and pilot Bud Branham, were at-
tempting to spot sheép from the
air when they flew into a box
canydn. It was too narrow to turn
around; and they could not elimb
out due to a strong downdraft.
The: plane missed clearing: the
mountain top by only 20 feet.
The plane, a Grumman Widgeon
‘was badly damaged but did not
eatch fire.

LeClere was unable to move.
Weiler was the first one out of
the plane, and Guse and the pilot
followed. Due to LeClerc's injury,
they had some difficulty in re-
imoving him.
Lueky, the radio was still in op-
erating condition. They contacted
‘the village of Bettles, 10 miles
¥. A few hours later, a plane
q?.l the 74th Air Rescue Service
. Ladd air force base near Fai
s dropped two para-medics
_the scene. R
The medics, S/Sgt. Charles
man and_ airman First Class
i Adkins, administered first

_shortly afterward a heli-
pter arvived with air force doc-
‘A1)

Charles Blackwell.

it Guse were removed that
ntich of the evacuation tak-
n darkness. Guse re-
the mountain with the
, 4s he was the least
jured.
:ibij morning, he too

Survivors of Mountain Crash
Tell of Rescue; Praise Pilot

From his hespital | A
Guse praised the 74th ARS and)
the eivilian. pilots who aided in

the mission. He egpecially gave 8
Capt. |

credit to helicopter pilot
Dave Gardner,

“There was no flat placs to set
_ .  “Biit' he
came in anyway and landed on the
He did a terrific

it down,” Guse stated.

dagged 'rocks.
job of taking us out, as the moum-
tain was over 5,000 feet high and
he made the last trip in near dark-
HegE 6 | - -

- T know we'd hgvé Ai‘iéyer:rﬁa-de-: i

it on foot, and actually we're liv-
ing on borrowed time. Only 200
feet from where we crashed, there
was another canyon with a drop
of over 1,000 feet” Guse sald.
The sheep hunt had been plan-
ned since last January.
Pilot-guide Bud Branham suf-
fered a broken jaw and lost all
his lower front feeth. Weiler re-
ceived a smashed vertebra,

which participated in the rescue
the Brooks range last week, This

commander of the 74th ARS,

To Men of 74th

en of the T74th Air Rescue
Sqnuladron received special praise
last week for successfully carrying
out a difficult rescue mission on 83
lonely peak in the Brooks range
miles north of Bettles. 4
e praise came from men who
knlg?v bl'e?st what an outstanding job
the rescue squadron did—the men
who were rescued. Rl
their hospita here,
boflll'o?ilbert LeClere, and Wﬂm}lm
Guse, Detroit businessmen Wwho
were among the four rescued, paid
tribute to the fliers who smtched
them from the 5,500 foot peak near

o Fairba

—

. Cairn.
ot Men Crashed ;
The two men crashed in a plane
piloted by Bud Branham of Rainy
Pass. A fourth person aboard was
Fred Weiler, of the Bureau of
Land Management.

Radio signals from the demol-

L T
ERCY FLIERS—Pictured above A o on a 5,500-foot peak in

b
from Beetles to Fairbanks. It :::so pi}slo;ﬂtnrid second from left.

t the injured men
plane bm“ghMaior Yo Walker,

escued Pair Pay Tribute

Squadron

oard., Flying the small “wind-
g)ﬂlg at an altitude that made con-
trolling it very difficult, Capt.
Gardner found the crash site, and
made a difficult landing on jagged
rocks.
The men were evicuated to a
nearby lake, where civilian floal
planes took them to Bettles. Al
Bettles they were put aboard ail
force planes for the journey intc

irbanks. 1
Flﬂt“’I]"ahe helicopter pilot landed tha
aircraft on a tiny patcl'l’ of rock:
in gathering darkness, L_eClsr&
said. “It was a wonderful job.

Small Area
(The air force reports that Capi‘
Gardner landed on a ten foot by
twelve foot rock patch. He ha
been - recommended for an ai
medal for the feat. The helicor
ter was very sluggish at the hig
altitude and thetsp)ilot (;ould n¢
i ents.

e ‘their lives i

ished aircraft brought both air
lffll'te:e and civilian planes to the
e, The air force dro petg. fg{g

soned and injured party on the

hen a helicopter, piloted by
T a’%e Gardger of Savannah,

ne, Th r 1o
08 -medics to, give

ail

thers who risked
the? resf:ue: were the two pari
medies, S/Sgt. Charles Chapma
and A/lc Walter Adkins, wh
leaped from an air force plane an
landed on a tiny plateau in tk
mt"‘l%Wne are living on borrowe
time,” the rescued men told

i fores

o ) Ladd field
ok off ﬂ?é?l___ﬂgi.

3M3.Minet,_repgﬂ‘e'r_._ e
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