in the rescue of injured and dying passengers, His quick action and disregard
for personal safety were responsible for the saving of many lives. SERGEANT
CURTIS’ courage, initiative and devotion to duty reflect great credit upon him-
self, the Air National Guard and the United States Air Force.

TECHNICAL SERGEANT CHARLES W, SIMMONS, AF15382763, distin-
guished himself by an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life at
Standiford Field, Louisville, Kentucky on 28 September 1953. On that date, a
civilian airline aireraft carrying 41 soldiers and crewmen crashed upon landing.
SERGEANT SIMMONS, who was then a civilian Air Technician on the Alert
Crew of the Kentucky Air National Guard, immediately manned the Air National
Guard fire fighting truck and rushed to the secene of the crash. The air-
craft was burning severely upon his arrival, but despite the imminent possi-
bility of explosions, SERGEANT SIMMONS, without benefit of protective clothing,
climbed on the wing of the burning aircraft and proceeded to extinguish the
flames. After successfully subduing the flames, he then proceeded to assist
in removing the dead, dying and severely injured men. The courage, fortitude
and devotion to duty displayed by SERGEANT SIMMONS in this emergency re-
flect great credit upon himself, the Air National Guard and the United States
Air Force. e

STAFF SERGEANT CHARLES R, CHAPMAN, AF14340071, distinguished him~
self by an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life in the Brooks Mountain
Range near Fairbanks, Alaska on 18 August 1953. On that date, a civilian air-
craft with four men on board crashed into a mountain peak. SERGEANT
CHAPMAN was dispatched to the scene of the crash as a para-medic aboard an
SA-16 aircraft, Upon reaching the scene of the crash, the aircraft commander
noted the freacherous terrain and hazardous jumping conditions and left the
decision to jump to the discretion of SERGEANT CHAPMAN. Fully cognizant of
the personal risk involved, SERGEANT CHAPMAN elected to jump to the aid of
the critically injured men, Successfully planning his jump, he landed among
rocks and boulders and hiked 500 yards to the scene of the crash. - Extracting
the men from the wreckage, he proceeded to administer first aid and, with the
assistance of another para-medic, removed the critically wounded men to the
scene of a helicopter pick-up. Though only three of the victims could be
evacuated by helicopter that night, SERGEANT CHAPMAN dutifully remained with
the last remaining survivor through the night until evacuation could be effected
the next morning, The courage, fortitude and selfiess devotion to duty displayed
by SERGEANT CHAPMAN reflect the highest credit upon himself, the Air Rescue
Service and the United States Air Force. el

Mww ;

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS WALTER F. ADKINS, AF15251289, distinguished him-
self by an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life in the Brooks Mountain
Range near Fairbanks, Alaska on 18 August 1853, On that date, a civilian air-
craft with four men on board crashed into a mountain peak. AIRMAN ADKINS
was dispatched to the scene of the crash as a para-medic aboard an SA-16 air-
craft, Upon reaching the scene of the crash, the aircraft commander noted the
treacherous terrain and hazardous jumping conditions and left the decision to
jump to the discretion of AIRMAN ADKINS, Fully cognizant of the personal risk
involved, AIRMAN ADKINS elected to jump to the aid of the critically injured
men. Successfully planning his jump, he landed among rocks and boulders and
hiked 500 yards to the scene of the crash. Extracting the men from the wreck-
age, he proceeded to administer first aid and, with the assistance of another
para-medic, removed the critically wounded men to the scene of a helicopter
pick-up. Though only three of the victims could be evacuated by helicopter that
night, AIRMAN ADKINS dutifully remained with the last remaining survivor
through the night until evacuation could be effected the next morning. The cour-
age, fortitude and selfless devotion to duty displayed by AIRMAN ADKINS reflect
the highest credit upon himself, the Air Rescue Service and the United States
Air Force.

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS JESSE D. BROWN, AF23186219, distinguished him-
self by an act of heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Standiford Field,
Louisville, Kentucky on 28 September 1853. On that date, a civilian airline
aircraft carrying 41 soldiers and crewmen crashed upon landing. AIRMAN
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BROWN, who was then a civilian Air Technician on the Alert Crew of the
Kentucky Air National Guard, immediately manned the Air National Guard
fire fighting truck and rushed to the scene of the crash. The airecraft
was burning severely upon his arrival, but despite the imminent possibil-
ity of explosions, AIRMAN BROWN, without benefit of protective clothing,
climbed on the wing of the burning aircraft and proceeded to extinguish
the flames. After successfully subduing the flames, he then proceeded to
assist in removing the dead, dying and severely injured men, The courage,
fortitude and devotion to duty displayed by AIRMAN BROWN in this emer-~
geney reflect great credit upon himself, the Air National Guard and the
United States Air Force.

V. AIR MEDAL -~ By direction of the President, under the provisions of Executive Order
9158, 11 May 1942, as amended by Executive Order 9242-A, 11 September 1842, and Transfer
Order 30, 1948, the Air Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster) is awarded to CAPTAIN DAVID 8,
GARDNER, JR., AQ710091, for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight on
18 August 19853,

Vi, COMMENDATION RIBBON. - 1. By direction of the Secretary of the Air Force,
under the provisions of paragraph 22, Air Force Regulation 30-14, the Commendation Ribbon is
awarded to the following-named officers for meritorious service during the period indicated:

COLONEL JAMES G. MOORE, 19074A
17 April 1950 to 9 July 1853
LIEUTENANT COLONEL (then MAJOR) CAREY J. ANDERSON, JR.,
AQ395413, 18 August 1942 to 18 August 1843
LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILLIAM C. PARRISH, AO258735
September 1951 to May 1983
MAJOR (then CAPTAIN} FRANK JENKINS, AQ817311
23 October 1944 to 22 November 1944

2. By direction of the Secretary of the Air Force, under the provisions of paragraph 22, Air
Force Resulation 30-14, the Commendation Ribbon is awarded to the following-named officer and
airman {or meritorious achievement during the period indicated:

LIEUTENANT COLONEL (then FIRST LIEUTENANT) RICHARD T. GIBLIN,
9568A, 28 December 1943 to 22 January 1544

MASTER SERGEANT GLEN H. HARDER, AF18055841
31 December 1944

VII. PURPLE HEART. — 1. By direction of the Secretary of the Air Force, under the
provisions of War Department General Orders 3, 1832, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Purple
Heart for wounds received in action against an armed enemy on 8 August 1944, is awarded post-
humously to STAFF SERGEANT LOUIS J. CAPAWANNA, 32289825,

2. By direction of the Secretary of the Air Force, under the provisions of War Department
General Order 3, 1932, and Transfer Order 30, 1948, the Purple Heart for wounds received in
action against an armed enemy on the date indicated is awarded to the following-named officers
and airmen:

SECOND LIEUTENANT EDWARD G. IZBICKY, A(02223853
19 February 1933

STAFF SERGEANT WILLIAM E. KOBKI, AF17289884
3 July 1952

{(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER)
CAPTAIN JOHN W. McGHEE, JR., AO734559
1 October 1944

STAFF SERGEANT WILLIAM E, KOSKI, AF17299984
25 July 1952
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VHIL COMMENDATION RIBBON. — So much of paragraph 1, Section V, General Order 42,
Department of the Air Force, 1953, as reads “LIEUTENANT COLONEL STANLEY BRYSOSKA,
AD477248" is amended to read “LIEUTENANT COLONEL STANLEY BRYZOSKA, A0477248."

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:

OFFICIAL: N, F. TWINING

Chief of Staff, United States Air Force

K. E. THIEBAUD
Colonel, USAF
Air Adjutant General
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RS Information Letter 15 Sentember 1953

74TH ATR RWSCUR PRAISED BY
FOUR VICTIMS OF PLANE CRASH

| gbe following item appeared in the Fairbanks News-liner, 'ed., Septerber
y 195%

"(Editor's note; The following letter in recognition of the services of
the 7hth Lir Rescne SQuadron was written by Fred J, Veiler, 1lmd office offi-
ciel in Ancherege, and directed to Lt, Gen, J,H. Atkinson, cormander-in-chief
at Elleorn air Ztrce base, Weiler was oné of the four hrnters rescued by the
Thth «fter & plene crash in the Brooks range on August 18th, Teiler svent
two weeks in the hosnital here with an injured back and was flown bachk to
Anchora e last week in a body cast.)

e wish to call to your pérscnal attention the outstaonding achievements
of the 7lth Air Rpzsue squadron, of the Ladd air force base, in coming to our
assistsnce whan owr plane crashed near Ansktuvuk Pass in the Endicott Moun-
tains on fugzust 18, 1953, ‘

"It is guite certain that without their timely aid seversl of us would
not be alive today, The entire scuacdron is entiield to our most heartfelt
thanize but there zre three men vho we feel should be given special mention:
Capt, Dave Gardnar, the helicopter pilot, and S/Srt Charles Chapman and A/1C
Walter Atkins, para-medics,

"Chapman and Atlzins parachuted to the scene of the crash on a jasged
mountain pesk, landing on broken rocks at an altitude of 5,000 feet at the
risk of thair owm lives. It is almost miraculoue that they were able to land
on that verrain without being sariously injured, esvecially s=o because they
had sreviously made a jump that same day,

"Capts Gordner did an outstanding job of flying, also at the risk of his
own life, in order to incure that we received prompt medical attention, He
already flown several missions that day, and put jn 2 total of 11 hours flying
time, rmuch of it 'wde: sxtremely hazerdous conditiong, I soite of this he
made L successfrl Zaaings md take-nif2 at an aliiinde of 5,000 feet, laading
on a2 slove on locae brcien rock, The only spot on whish he was able to land
did not exceed 120 squz-e feet and was lacated very near the edge to an 800
to 1,000 foot sheer 2% fY, The last landing and take-off were made at appro-
ximately 10 p.m, in almost complete darkness,

1211 three of these men went far beyond the call of duty in an attemnt
to be of service to us and we believe that they are worthy of specizal comnen—
tion and decorztion, Anyone who has not been in that part of the Endicott

mountaing cannot anpreciate the hazards to which they subjected themselves,

Mie hope that these men will be ziven the reccguition due them and that
this letter will be made a part of the permanent record of the 7uth air rescue
sguacyon, and that copies will be placed in the personnel files of the men
o naed,

f7ou have under your command an organization of which you can be very
proud,® (Note: Lt, Ceneral Atkinson is Commender of the Alaslkan Theater)
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