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74TH AIR RUM 'PRAISED BY 
. (7   FOUR VICTIMS OF PLANE CRASH 

- -/--- 	The following item appeared in the Fairbanks News-Niner, wed., September 
9, 1953: 

"(Editor's note;, The following letter in recognition of the services of 
the 74th Air Rescue Sgeadron was written bY Fred J. Weiler, laid office offi-
cial in AneferaFe„ and directed to Lt. Gen, J.H. Atkinson, commander-in-chief 
at Ef:I.fri: air ferce base. Weiler was one of the four henters rescued by the 
74th efter a p7.ane crash in the Brooks range on August 18th. weller snent 
two weeks in tha hospital here with an injured back and was flown back to 
Anchoraee last week in a body cast.) 

IrJe wish to call to your personal attention the outstending achievements 
of the 7Lth Air Roue squadron, of the Ladd air force base, in coming to our 
assistance when °lir olaeo crashed near Anaktuvuk Pass in the Endicott Noun, 
tains on August 18 ;  1953. 

"It is Quite certain that without their timely aid several of us would 
not be alive today. The entire squadron is entiteld to our most heartfelt 
thanks but there are three een who we feel should be eiven seecial mention: 
Cant. Dave Oardne -e the helieoeter pilot, and S/Sgt Charles Chapman and A/1C 
Walter Atkins, pare-medics. 

"Chapman - and Atkins parachuted to the scene of the crash on a jagged 
mountain peak, landing on broken rocks at an altitude of 5,000 feet at the 
risk of thr own lives, It is almoet miraculooe that they were able to lancz 
on that teerain without being seriously injured, eseecially so because they 
had Previously made a jump that eame day. 

"Capt. Gardner did an outstanding job of flying, also at the risk of his 
awn life, in order to inure that we received prompt medical attention, He 
already flown several neLesions that day, and put in a total of 11 hours flying 
time, much of it erdee eeteenely hazardous conditiene, In site of this he 
made h successftl laneines aid tal:e-off at an altitrde of 5,C00 feet, lading 
on a aloee on loeee "ceeen rock. The only spot on whieh he was able to land 
did not eYceed 12 ,7) eleare feet and was lecated very neer the edge to an 800 
to 1,000 foot 'sheer f.tff, The last landing and take-off were made at appro-
ximately 10 p.m, in aiost cemplete darkness. 

"Ill three of these men went far beyond the call of duty in an attempt 
to be of service to ue and we believe that they are worthy of special comen-
dation and decorction, Anyone who has not been in tat part of the Endicott 
mountains cannot aepreciate the hazards to which they subjected themselves. 

wge hope that these men will be eiven the reccgnition eiaa thrm and that 
this letter will be made a part of the pernanent recoId of the 74th air rescue 
scpmel4on, ald that copies will be placed in the personnel files of the men 
nag ed. 

"You have under your corrand an organization of which you can be very 
'proud." (Note: Lt. General Atkinson is Comeander of the Alaskan Theater) 
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