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FORMARD 

The Historical Data for the period 1 July through 

31 December 1951 records the most valuable information 

on the organization, mission, responsibilities, train-

ing, and planning for the present and future, 

It is hoped that the information contained in this 

history rill be useful in meeting the objectives outlin -

ed in Air Force Regulation 210-3, 30 August 1951, 



MISSION OF AIR RESCUE  SERVICE 

Provide world-wide air rescue service for all Air Force 
and other U. S. military activities requesting such ser-
vice. 

Maintain assigned rescue facilities in operational readiness 
to permit rapid deployment in support of combat operations 
in any area. 

Provide air evacuation for air crews or other personnel 
from enemy territory in support of combat operations. 

Render air rescue service, upon request, to civil aviation 
of the U. S. and to civil and military aviation of other 
countries in accordance with ICAO procedures and policies 
of the Department of Defense. 

Perform such other missions as are directed by the Chief of 
Staff, USAF. 

NOTE: Air rescue service is fulfilled by aerial and 
ground search, dropping of survival equipment 
and medical personnel, and evacuation of sur-
vivors. 

kiv: 



CODE OP AN AIR  RESCUE MAN 

It is MY duty as a member of the Air Rescue Service to save 
life and to aid the injured. 

It will be prepared at all times to perform my assigned duties 
quickly and efficiently, placing these duties before personal 
desires and comfort. 

TI-Ese things I do that others may live. 

POLICY  OF AIR RESCUE  SERVICE 

Air Rescue Service exists only to save lives. The probability 
of finding survivors diminishes with each minute that passes 
after an air disaster occurs. Therefore, in each and every 
incident it must be presumed that there are survivors and every 
possible effort must be made to find, aid, and return these 
survivors to safety. The thoughts and efforts of every man in 
the Air Rescue Service must be directed toward creating an or-
ganization better equipped and trained to carry out any rescue 
by day or night in the least possible time so that all will 
know that no life has been lost through a wasted minute or a 
misdirected effort. 



ef Air Rescue Service, its organization, mission, operational and 

training procedures ;  equipment and brief details of a nUmber of ma-

jor operational misoions accomplished during the last twelve months. 

The purpose of the kit was to acquaint members of the press, 

free lance writers, and other commands of the Air Force with the 

function of Air !es cue Service and its relation to most military 

operations both in peace and war. 

The Practical application of emergency me .cal treatment of 

wounded cr injumd personnel saved the lives of thousands of sol-

diers and airmen during this reporting period. This was readily 

apparent in the efforts of Air Rescue Service in Korea. Constant 

training and application of techniques and procedures proved BUC'' 

cessful iii combat operations and other operations 'round the world. 

In an ay:fc2t to continue , fficient medical service and partic-

ularly 	imci-oTe ravt1iod.3, the ARS Surgeons office began compiling 

necessary dalia whiQh would be incorporated in a idedical Training 

ral3LL - 	mo.P.1, when pt,blished s  will be distributed to all 

ARS field ac';ivti's and the r.quired class lectures and problems 

will bb..onducted at ea z lociti)n by the assigned rescue team 

commander and teal personn,i1. The manual will include lectures of 

anatomy, physiology, minor su7gery, major emergency aid, evacuation 

(air and ground), biological and chemical warfare, and the treatment 

of atomic injuries. 

In conducting the training program, the initial qualification 

phase will last 10-12 neeks with an intense detailed course of study 

to follow. 

22, 



3d ARS 
Korean Data 
Summary 

Para and 
Land Rescue 
Teams 

Rescue and 
survival 
missions 

- 

v  

The rescue commitments have indeed been phenomenal for the 

entire command; however, such demands and accomplishments had be-

come almost routine for the 3d Air Rescue Squadron based in Japan 

and Korea. The statistics verifying rescue operations in FEAF 

indicate clearly the story of the vital role Air Rescue Service has 

played in the Korean effort. 24  & 25  

One of the most interesting, colorful, and important operations 

of the entire Air Rescue Service organization centered around the 

pararescue and land rescue teams. The value of these specially 

trained personnel was evident in the successful accomplishments of 

a number of missions during this period. 

As an illustration of rescue team effectiveness, Flight C, 6th 

Air Rescue Squadron completed two such missions during August 1951. 

On 4 August 1951, an RB-45 aircraft crashed on the crest of a 

nine hundred foot hill five miles from the airbase after GCA lost 

contact eight and one half miles off the runway. 7eather„ at the 

time, was five hundred foot ceiling, one mile visibility and heavy 

rain, all of which contributed to making the search by SB-17 and H-5 

crews difficult. However, the crash was spotted in less than one 

hour after the crash by the H-5 crew when the ceiling lifted tem-

porarily. Low ceilings, darkness, and low visibility in heavy rain 

prevented dropping para-medics or sending them to the scene by heli-

copter. A land rescue team was dispatched across the bay by boat. 

Two miles from the scene they began a strenuous hike to reach the 

crash. Two mine hundred foot peaks had to be scaled, climbing 

steep inclines covered with twelve to eighteen inches of moss and 

24 & 25. 3d ABS Korean Data Sum . 



very dense undergrowth. The 'crash was finally reached the follow-

ing morning. There were no survivors among the four crew members. 

The ground party was supported with aerial deliveries by H-5 and 

SC-47 aircraft. The drops, both free fall and para-delivery, were 

highly successful and all rations and equipment were recovered. The 

ground party returned to Goose By  the afternoon of 6 August. 

The Flight C land rescue team was again utilized to recover 

the remains of five bodies from a 1944 13-24 bomber crash. A "bush 

pilot" had found the crash ant.: notified Flight C. He produced five 

sets of identification tags to substantiate the report. Action cdtit 

cerning this report was begun on 22 August 1951 with the ground 

party traveling forty miles by tug boat to reach the nearest point 

for the final 15 mile trek by foot. 

The terrain was different on this mission. The route was over 

barren rocky country, with very sparse vegetation, and the party had 

to scale steep ridges to reach the crash at a height of two thousand 

feet. They arrived at the site on 23 August and set up a base camp. 

Again all supplies and equipment were para-dropped from the SC-47. 

A thorough search of the area produced five skeletons. The wreck-

age of the 13-24 was strewn over a large area. The mission was com-

pleted cn 25 august 1951. 

The two recorded incidents give some indication of the type of 

rugged individual required to perform such specialized duties. Since 

rescue operations necessitate team members performing their mission 

in wilderness areas without the facilities of civilization, a back-

ground of activities in comparable areas was desired for personnel 

_ 	- 	 . 
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interested in receiving rescue and survival training. It has been 

determined that training received at the 2156th Air Rescue Squadron 

(TTU) did not necessarily qualify an individual as a team member, 

therefore, other prerequisits were needed such as having had service 

with the United States Forest Service or other comparable organiza-

tions provided such service was active operationally rather than 

administratively, avocations, or vocations such as trapping, exten-

sive hunting, professional guides, forest rangers, game wardens and 

extensive farm experience of such nature that indicated inherent 

responsibility and sense of improvisation. 

These were some of the requirements which had to be met before 

applicants for rescue and survival team training would possibly be 

considered. 

SA-16 
transition 
training 

The most important quality which rescue and survival personnel 

required was self reliance and mature judgement in addition to ex-

perience. The mere fact that an individual was a qualified jumper 

did not necessarily make him a good candidate for the rescue and 

survival school. The training to become a jumper was approximately 

3% of the total training required to become a qualified specialist. 

Furthermore, the medical training phase was stressed to a much 

greater degree during this period. The overall curriculum, as 

taught at the 2156th Air Rescue Squadron (TTU), is included in 

appelidix 

The 2156th Air Rescue Squadron continued to train SA-16 amphi-

bian crews assigned to ARS operational activities. During this six 

month period, the squadron provided extensive transition to five 

26. Rescue Training 
91q. 



Training 
mission 
"Borinquen" 

--- 

by all operational activiti s i achieving a high standard of train-

ing since proper training is the key to all future successful 

operations. 

An example of the type of training which increased the pro-

ficiency of operational personnel was accomplished by Flight C, 

1st Air Rescue squadron, on 17-18 October 1951. 

Personnel of the flight %lore advised by their commanding officer 

to anticipate, without further varniny, the movement of all organiza-

tional aircraft, flying perconnel, and sufficient maintenance per-

sonnel and sup ,Dlies to an advanced airdrome where sustained rescue 

operations could be conducted for a period of two weeks without 

assistance from other military unite. Arrangements were made with 

the Commanding Officer, Infantry Training Center, Camp Tortuguaro, 

Puerto Rico for the use of Vega Baja Airfield, a deactivated air-

field located within the limits of the camp o tfor,a two day field 

exercise. Fire-fighting equipment and drinking water were to be 

obtained at the advanced airdrome. All other supplies and equip-

ment were airlifted into Vega Baja by Flight C aircraft using fly-

away kita and supplies uhich were kept an hand at Ramey AFB for 

such emergencies. 

At exactly 1230Z, 17 October 1951, the alert siren was sounded 

and the folloning requirements were established The alert aircraft 

plus its ground maintenance personnel would depart Ramey within 15 

minutes. The alternate alert aircraft plus its ground maintenanms 

personnel would depart Ramey vdthin 30 minutes. The C -82 with the 

land rescue team's jeep and radio trailer plus* additional supplies 

would depart Ramey within one hour. These requirements well met 

9 



with the alert aircraft betoming airborne 13 minutes after the alert 

was sounded and the other aircraft followed within the scheduled 

time period. 

Operations were thus begun at the advanced base and the follow-

ing problems illustrate the training accomplished during the two 

day period. 

SA-10 amphibian problem: A small military crash boat enroute 

from San Juan to Aguadilla encountered difficulties in a squall 

and was reported as being in danger of capsizing as it was being 

blown further out to sea. The last contact vas made with it 

approximately 30 minutes ago at which time the radio operator re-

ported the position to be, "About 10 miles off shore, near 	 

	" the rest of the transmission was lost. The time of de- 

parture from San Juan is unknown. All other factors are unknown. 

Investigate, using two SA -10ts. Report all sightings to "Ramey 

Rescue Mobile." 

Land rescue problem: H-5 will be used to select an over-

night camp site for the land rescue team in the vicinity of Arecibo 

Airfield. Once site is located, the H-5 will make a long, high 

descent into the site, discharge one man, then climb straight ahead 

to 700 jeet before returning to the base. Action should be seen by 

many natives. Land rescue team will locate the man by interrogation 

alone. The man will represent an individual who has parachuted from 

an aircraft. He will be equipped with one salvaged parachute and a 

box of matches for signaling. 

H-5 rescue problem: At 0900 the helicopter will hover at 4 

94418**iike 
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point one mile west of your camp site and request jet fighter cover 

while the helicopter makes a "behind the enemy lines" pick up of 

an injured man. The injured man will be evacuated to Vega Baja in 

the capsule litter while the two jet fighters make simulated straf-

ing runs on enemy troops in the area who are "firing on the heli-

copter with small arms." Upon the completion of this mission the 

land rescue team td11 break camp and return to Vega Baja. T -ao Air 

Force F-84 Thunderjets assigned to the 31st Fighter Escort 7Inc 

provided the air support. 

Valuable experience was gained by the maneuvers. leakneaeos 

in advance base and mobility plans were found and corrective action 

taken to insure maximum effectiveness in event of actual movement 

of the flight to an advance airdrome, The entire two day training 

exercise was completed without accident. The prevention of flying 

and ground accidents were stressed throughout the program with 

evident success. 

Aircraft 
accident 
program 

Aircraft accidents continued to occur within the ARS organiza-

tion. One contributing factor was the combat operations; however, 

other accidents having no relation to combat occurred and were 

chargeable to various ARS activities and their flying safety pro.. 

gram. The proper implementation of a flying safety program was the 

direct responsibility of the ARS activity commanders. In such an 

organization as Air Rescue Service, with its varied operations and 

flights under all types of conditions, it naturally possessed a high 

aircraft accident potential and constant attention to flying safety 

9 
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h£!1Dt;UA!1'l'J.;;R3, f . IR RJ'~CUE SERVICE 
Wc.shi ngton 25,D. C. 

COMl'l"ND::!.~ I CONFZ:·:.ENCE 
'll-16 June 1951 

a. A ma j o·"· re~cue mj.3 sicn is usu:::lly accompanied by a glar:i.ng 
iJUb:!.i.c and militGry "spotligltc.. 11 '1'he eyes of the -v1orld 
are ~iterall.r foc-:1sed upon t he i ncident, The more remote 
the a.re<:, the better ne:wG COi)Y it Inake s. The mission 
comn:::.m1.~r Guddenl~r fin(.s many non-rescue eyes looki ng 
over his ;; houldors and monitoring his prce,"."t?S S in 
pro.:;ecutint the mission. When the missir,g aircrat't is 
located, th~ sco::-e usually adds up to a p~ .::";m·e ~i.LC.h as 
tbL: the a .. ·ea of. the incident is f a r re.r,:-'lad fro:11 the 
.facilitit~ ti ci' civ.i.liz"Jticm J either cli11mt:l" or topogre.phical 
conditions are t:X t.!l)me ly adv~;:rne; c.:nd seve ~·<.l ~n·.::vivora 

are in need of' :i ru:uc diata aid. (Jfte ntimas the .~Ni~h site ia 
Lcyond tltl: r a nr. L: o.l~ our pre~ l:n t holicGptE: r :~ ·' o~: r,hs eln-vntion 
of tl.c ::; 'Ltu :t.!J :; t· r; lt u:l to prcc1udu u.l'J'oct :t:vl) util.l.zatiou or 
uuch ~~.i rcraft, C•l' t .h e <ien~;i ty of tho Yugttat.ion wi 11 require 
tli.e . constr·..lstion of a he liccpt er (P.'u :uatiof1 site, hany such 
11 or 1 s 11 apr r..:: :tr in the pi~ture. CerLt.':.nly s u .. -vi\'al equip:.Jent 
may b~~ drop_:)~d at the s it ~:: , b-,J ... such .::>pl,lr~ tions w:!.ll r.o ~ 
effC;r; t the r e s c u.-J and tNacuat:~.on of the sur ·tivors. It is 
atV1i:; p c·int of ·tho gan1c wben 1. 11~ ' 's ~Jot lightn s.~ems mo~t 
gl ar :i.n15 . The 11ell r -.:rnctnbered Gro:.:e nl.md ice cap mi.~ston 
or Uli.: Bvl~ian 1.i ri Lr•~::x· tl.u.t. cr: .shed a few year;; back nou~ 
Gander, lk wfo imdland, are only two o.f many incidents we 
are all l'ami liar with. In tho first incideut, \leathe r 
prove d a delaying i'L:lctor wh.ile in the s~::cond, the nat,urc 
of t;ic t orr ::lin provod mos t det·r:-ime ntal ·to an expeditious 
~vacuation. incident~ of this nature dovelop8d a require­
ment for para rcsc·..le and land rcs~ue teams.. ~uch a 
facility is noH a•:a ilc:.bl c to a :·.l res~ u.3 s<;_uDdron.<> . ..L.his 
f acility may be cc.1llecl ·~our L~st strc:w, and. during such 
major incidnnts as we h ne jl'<l't. d.isc'Jssed it is indaed 
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an i11rrlortant :;traw. :.>o , wi tL the 11 oyc:;s of tho world11 

focused UJJOn y c•ur corrunand, your roscue t c.:am proceedB 
to the crash s:Lt ~.: . hegardlcss of the thousands who 
manifest an interest in the incident, or of your 
ccreern in tho lllattcr, t llcre ru~o only thre~ ot· four 
nll..!n who can physical~ control tho futu of thu survivors 
nt this point. Those lilon are: your t oam membl:lrs. They 
ere R.::sc~ •s sole r epr e s e ntation at the crash site. In 
HKl.ny cc:·.::>o.:~, they or0 nll airmen. Tho efficiency of your 
previous s earch O!H:: rction~, the acc\.II'ncy o.f yow: mission 
pL.mning, tho closoly coordinated uf tort of othu:t" 
organizations i n pros ecuting tho mission arc all in vain 
should thc:;e J: ~llOvJS fall dOWil on the job. .teDCU.i..ng 
bodir~:.; rath.~r th<:n livw.3 is a sad unti-climo.x to t'CciCUO 

miss ions of th.is ru~tur-c. ~iith thu r •)alizat.ion of tho 
vital part t lie rcscuo kam pl.ays in your crganization, 
it is not dHficu.lt to undcrs-l;.and the neccwsity for 
mnint:-·.inL'!g <'. high d0grc L' of proficiency w:.:..tbi!.l the 
teams . '~' his s.:-Jue Dspcct bccom._·s far moro critical 
during tim...:s of hos tilities. P.oscoo fncilities during 
such timvs arc usually s pread rathvr thin ove r large 
land mo.ss areas. H.escue team members are then 
employed in t he form of two men or three men teama 
at the mcst f or a mission. A month.1 s work·.:.oad in one 
day is not unusual to a res~ue squadt:'on in wartime .• 
There is h t tle time to l:uild up the neces~ ary fie2..d 
eJq:.erience within the team::; to :ne(;t this IC ·~ uirement 
after hositi li ties nrc dr..:-lared. Such mm"t 'Je 
accomplished now, and mainta ined by each :Hl.J9.dron. 

b. A critical a na l ysis of a rescue t crua 1s potci1t.1.a1:!.ties 
will prove va luabl!d to you. H1.litary geography is a 
subject we are all familiar wit.h, yei. eruflhasis hua 
not bf'en !Jla..;ed upon i t u.·,til the pa~t few years. A 
search of milit ary geographi•;<!l. recor ds pertainir.g to 
your area of re:..:;?on~ibility w:t..._l oft1=m resuJ.t in t:t1e 
f ac t th.-.t such irtioruk.ition has not - 1·een des~ned for 
rescue utilizat il1n, In illus tration, desert sa;1cl 
areas ~y be descri, e d to the extent of area, cl.imat e , 
seasonal variations, etc ., however, this i r~ormation 
uill not us u:.:1lly t ell you if the bear:l.ng curface will 
~Jermit tlie l an c!ing of a res cue B-29, r .or ri ill it 
explwin r.o\1 to es":..ablish f riendl y r cLa tions w:i. th the 
norr.adic tribes who may L:ihabit ~he area., The ai:r:­
base, of ,.;·~ ,i c :"l you are a tenant, uni t, c~oe s not provide 
this f3cility. I ; , f act.- you m::y find it diffic'UJ.t. to 
find c.nyone in yo·Jr the e- ' ·C l' '1-l~ ie> ca11 do all this for 
you. R.tsc·Lla c r ow iHin'be:·-=~ ; clf!.:·!cs, a~d mai.rtcnance 
persor~ncl d0 not he:: .· ·~ ·: •.:·. ~ carJa :>ility .) The disregard 
of mili t ar>; geogr.:::.p '.J !J ,~ s resU:.:..ted in the loss of 
rnore wars cu.d mili t.a.~.--y rr.is s ivns than any othc r single 
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factor. 'J'hel·e i.s no military organization, and 
probably neve r will be one 1 which can disregard 
the need for utilizinr, military geogrr,~>hy in the 
planning and executinc of their rn.ission. Re!'.cue teru•lB 
are initially trained with such a thought in m:Lnd. 
Em1ever 1 many rescue activities are ~~ldom availing 
themselves of this infor1national collecting facility. 
The teams h~ve, inhe rent with their design, the facility 
of e::;tablishing ro sc ue r;oordin."ltion with the native 
populace of r8motu ,Ji}.dc:rness arE!a8. Shot<!.<.l such areas 
be present within your erea of responsibL!.H.y, then y(IU 
are well awar·e of the complete disregard s·..:·::h na-:-J.ves 
usually have of <Jircraft i:.:cidents. Oftentimes t~his is 
due to superstitions of the natives while i n othar 
cases the only interest the natives may h~ve is in 
sacking the wrecY.age . Proper coordination with the 
nati~r <:-:s has in the past r es ulted i n the s aving o:f many 
air c1·cw l:L·1es . S\.:.ch operatio~-:.s cou).d well prove 
valu..:.hla a;~ nin when mn.::hn.1m r es c"U.E: effort is taxed by 
a war tim) \·.'e.: rk1.~), J,.. J;o~Jever, nm1 i::; the ti;no to 
esta:)l:i.sh tili.S native coo:·.:,l.i~1ation1 not after tho 
balloon so <; ::; up. The tra ining the t uam m<~mbers rece ive 
in ru.tive · }JSycho1ogy and r esc ue oper.:!tions ;;ennit them 
to !"J crfornj tl1is mi~;::; ion for you. Tho t':lsta;Jl:;..shmc!".t of 
advance La.;cs AWl a:J:.>istanc(;l in rnnint..ninini.:· them wt-..en 
all base f ad litie:s are non- e;{istent is ancther :facility 
a l and or p<:lr<tresc u::J te;;;]!l m(mber c an provl-~;J you, if 
callou upon to do so. 

In summation , n woll-.tr.llned ;md proficient rescue warn 
can lx: a ve ry valuable csset to your comm:~nd if exploited 
to the maximum. 
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