AN Fhots
LOADING UP—Sgt. Jnﬁh Yrasha (right) helps Sgi. Chuck Laine with final adjust-
menis of hia parachute and survival squipment. The two Air Force sergeants were at
Shannon Alrport here for two days in case their rescus services were neaded in con-
pection with the crash of a Marine Corps plane, In foreground ia equipment that is drop-
ped from plane after rescuer jumpa.

Laden Air Rescue Workers Would Rather Land
In Trees as They Parachute to Lost, Injured
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By CHARLES ROWE FOUR IN UNIT WAS AIR GUNNER

“They've sighted some wrech. “There are four of us in the How did he get into this type
on & mountainside near Lu- rescue unit that was sent here 19/ of work® “Well,” Laine replied,
" the tall Air Force captain Capt. Jack T. “I was an engineer-gunner on a
as put down the telee Woodyard is our pilot and com- B.24 bomber in the Southwest
officer. Capt. John V. pycifie during the war 1 had to

£28

he
"You

i1
:

i1
:

that when the war was over |
“Yrsha and | are trained in all i5)ked my way into the Air Res
cue Service Never have regret-
ted it, either. |
“Yrsha did quite a bit of jump-
and trap ing during the war, oo, He was
out with the 82nd Airborne Division

area right away we’ll have plenty jn Europe.”
medical 89& w44 sort of training does it
take? “Plenty,” was Laine's lm—|
wer. “First you have to jgo
through the airborne infantry

' school at Fort Benning, Ga They
teach you how ta jump there
Then you are sént to MacDill
Field at Tampa, Fla, where you
. have to parachute Into the
- swampland and live off the land
| for & week. Then you make ﬂwl
us.” | jumps Into the trees in
to Florida. 5.5

 ALSO IN DESERT _
“After that you go to El Paso,
Tex., where you make a few more
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plane from Quantieco
rescue services
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trouser log contained the 100
| foot nylon rope that Laine would words of praise

use 1o lower himself from a tree
after he had landed. A tightly

jumps and learn how to survive
under desert conditions. Then, to
learn how to stay alive under
arctic conditions, you are sent to
Goose Bay, Labrador, where you
give the parachute a workout 8
few more times.” i

Captain Eusner stopped by
just then to interject a few|
for the jumping
sergeants. “"You know,” he said
with pride, "there are only 68

packed canvas bag contained an gyyg in the whole Air Force who

emerge
bag tained some of Laine's
survival equipment. Parachute
and all, Laine figured the extra
gear he was wearing weighed
over 150 pounds

Piled around Laine was more

_ equipment that would be para

chuted down after the jumpers

_ leaped from the plane. The ser-

geant rattled off the list like a
youngster saying his ABC's. It
included a handy-talkie radio, a
medical supplies container with
“everything from headache pills
to sutures for sewing up wounds.”
s case of blood plasma, a litter:
bundle and splint kit. powerful
binoculars, a case of “C™ rations,
an air mattress, a sleeping bag.
extira clothing, candles, red flares, '
orange smoke grenade, pure
water, gasoline stove and fuel,
cigarettes, signal mirror. signal
tarpaulin, plus a disassembled 22
rifle. The rifle. which you can
read more about on page 3,

weighs only 3% pounds ana fits
into a flat package only 14 in-|

ches long and two inches thick |

first aid kit. Another oun 46 this type of work. Laine |

here has been in the service for,
better than seven years and has
made 48 jumps. Yrsha, an eight-
year man, has jumped 40 times.
And, it's a funny thing, they'd
rather land in treptops than om
open ground.” ]
That was where we came In




