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Chapter 7

RECONNAISSANCE, ATR TRANSPORT, RESCUE,
AND WEATHER

OUR OTHER aspeets of USAF action m
Korca—strategie and tactical reconnaissance,
troop and cargo aw transport, air rescue and
evacuation, and weather setvices—were so wdenti-
fied both with the taetieal and strategic air™war
as to constitute problem studies m themselves

Their stoiy 1s much the same as that recounted in
the preceding pages. “mitial shoitages, hurried
expansion, and adaptation to the Korean situa-
tion Of the four aspeects of an activity, recon-
naissance was slowest to meet the needs of the
war cmergeney

RECONNAISSANCE

Prior to the Korean hostalities the FEAF recon-
nassance mission had been to complete the Asiatie-
Pacifie portion of the USAT post-hostilities map-
ping program. This mussion was appoitioned to
the followmg units (1) the 31st Strategic Recon-
nawssance Squadron, a SAC unit with RB-29's
stationed at Kadena and charged with multiplex
photo mappmg of the Ryukyus and Bonms; (2)
the 8th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron (RF—
80), assigned to the Fifth Awr Force and based at
Yokota, with a mission of beach, cultural, arfield,
and mtelligence photography of the Japanese home
1slands; (3) the 6204th Photo Mapping Flight, a
table-of-distribution organization possessing two
RB-17's and four RC-45, assigned to the Thu-
teenth Air Force and based at Clark Aw Force
Base, where 16 was completing aerial photography
of the Phlippmes, (4) the 548th Reconnaissance
Tochnical Squadron, based at Yokota with detach-
ments at Kadena and Clak The 548th was
assigned ducetly to FEATF, with. operational
contiol vested in the Director of Reconnaissance,
Deputy for Operations  Its mission was to furnish
quantitative photographic processing, hthographic
reproduction, photographic mterpretation, and a
theater depository for photographie film The
31st and 6204th had no authorization for per-

sonnel or equipment to process the aertal photeg-
1aphy which they accomphshed ! The 1econnats-
sance umts, badly undestrength and with old
equipment, were therefore a “sertes of danglmg
and disconnected mmorities,” # and, for want of
a common paient orgamzation, KEAF had to
perform the normal wing functions of formulating
policy, drawing up specifieations, and controlimmg
the supply of specialized equpment ®  Overnight,
the occupational reconnassance establishment had
to be converted to that required for war No
other type of FEAF aviation was less well pre-
pared for the sudden transition.

The pancity of reconnaissance was also USAF-
wide, for concuirent with the economy drive
during the spring of 1949, all tactical reconnas-
sance umits except the equivalent of one group
{two squadions m ths Zone of Interior and one m
FEAF) had been mactivated Highlv sklled
personnel of mactivated umits had exther returned
to civihan status or had been scattered through-
out the Aw Foice mto whalever dublies were
avallable to them Several months prior to the
Korean hostibties Col Jacob W Dixon, com-
mander of the 8th Tactical Reconnassance
Squadron, had perceived the danger of 1econ-
nassance ‘“bemng caught with its pants down”
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Table 4
AIRCRAFT TABLE, PACIFIC AIR LIFT
{(4-IEngme Transports)

A;Rgr- Aver-
o won e
T [ MRS ety
| zation zation
|
MILITARY [x Ty pe No Type
MATS .o 39 C-541....1 41 C-54 oo
9 R5D (... 14 R3D |.--.
8 C-97)....{ 11 C-071. ...
4 C-T4|.. .4 O (ol YR
Total MATS___ {60 (78) 32| 750110 175
Troop Carner_._'.. _—.... - 87 54| 3 6
RCAY o — U 8 ¢-54130
Total Malitary_ |60 (78) - -|140 (176) e
CIVIL, all carriers.|.. mm e 66 (68 e
GRAND TOTAL-_lt‘:O (78) ——— -1206 (244) ————
l

Note Thgures in panontheses indieate C-54 squavelents, that i_:,wtlmu"clmer
ent capactties of the C-47fStratocruser and C-74/Globemaster each trans
lated mnto C-54 capacity

In addition o its transpoit activities, MATS
helped move unit airerait to the Far Kast, the

largest of these projects bemg the shipment of
314th Troop Carnier Group C-119's to Japan at
the rate of 12 a day Scheduled to begin on 1
September, the first 84 ancraft were supposed to
reach Japan by 10 September, the remainder by
21 September By 8 September 75 of the C~119's
had been. processed {hrough Hickam at an average
maintenance of 52 man-hours per aweraft Al-
though 2 of the planes had to be held there for
engine change, another made an emergency landing
at Kwajalem with a sheared pump shaft, and
another was delayed by a landing gear collapse
By 15 September 90 planes had been processed
through Hickam The movement of such mass
numbers of arreraft was considered an outstanding
success, from a logistic as well as an operational
standpoint.

The trans-Pacific MATS awhft, bowever, had
achyeved its large capaaty by channeling its total
cffort into a single theater of operations, 1n a war
of global proportions such support for one theater
would obviously be impossible

AIR EVACUATION AND RESCUE

The evacuation of casualties from Korea was a
joint function of FEAR's air transport services,
which brought the patients to Jepen, and of
MATS, which in September 1949 had been charged
with all tiansoceamic awr evacuation Although
there had been evacuation of sick and wounded
by an during World War II, 1t had never been
mare than supplemental to hospital ships overseas
and hospttal trams in the Tnited States. There
were many sdvantages to aw evacuation (1) the
wounded arrived i the Umited States in much
better, condition, (2) patients were moved fto
centrally located speciahists with such speed that
the medical personnel shortage and crowded in-
stallations were relieved; (3) fickd commanders
were relieved of the responsibibity for protecting
a backlog of patients awaiting surface transporta-
tion. & burden which sometunes threatened sup-
port of combat froops; (4) patients flown to
hospitals near thewr homes thus received a morale
boost without parallel, and (5 arr evacuation
could economucally utilize the space on cargo
planes which had previously heen 1eturning empty
after dehivering supplies to the combat arcas
Properly coordinated air evacuation was thus not
only beneficial ta the patients and the commianders,

108

but the most econonucal method of domng the job #

Under the management of the Fifth Aiwr Force,
the 801st Medical Aw Evacuation Squadron,
using mostly 374th Wing transports, flew 1,159
patients from Korea to Japan between the begin-
uing of hostiities and 18 August #  Yet when the
Combat Cargo Command assumed direction of
FEAF transport activity, it judged that amr
evacuation from XKorea had “‘a rather spotty
lustory ”  For one thung the aw capability was
not being fully utiized At Taegu the amrfield
was cight mules fiom town by a very poor road,
and the Eighth Aimy, with a shortage of am-
bulances,” preferred to place 1its patients on the
tram at Taegu and move them to Pusan, where
they overtaxed the Limited hospital space while
awaiting surface transportation Some of the
patients were taken to Pusan’s east airdeld (K-9)
for aw transport, hut they often had to be held
there for excesaive lengths of time. A trip by
Col Clyde L Brothers (FEAF Surgeon), Lt Col
F C Kelley (Fufth Anr Force Surgeen), and
Major George Hewitt (Cargo Command’s Assist-
ant Director of Traffic) soon brought about more
orderly procedwies They planned to establish a
steady flow of 450 evacuees daily out of Korea, as
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follows patients were to be dehvered hy train to
Pusan, where they would be moved by ambulance
to waiting planes (routed hack through Pusan
from other Korean mssions or sent over e¢mpty
from Ashiva) and airhfted to Ttazuke for tempo-
rary hospitalization at the 118th Station Hospital;
from there other aweraft, prmapally C—46’s, were
t0 move patients on to the Tokyo area In orde
to care for the more serious cases a special C-54
lift was provided dwrectly from Pusan to Tokyo
NSome patients were also flown to Itazuke fiom
Taegu and Pohang *

To care for these patients the §01st Medieal An
Evacuation Squadron was attached to Cargo
Command for temporary duty, permuttmg 1t to
assign 6 flight nurses and 6 medical technicians to
the Korea runs, and 12 of each to the Tokyo
flights. Although the number of patients on each
run was practically equal, the flight to Tokio was
three times as long as that from Pusan The
squadron’s remainmg seven nurses and seven tech-
niclans were used on  emergency assigniilengs
pendmg the institution of evacuation flights to
Inchon-Kimpo A further decision was to avoud
comnuiting any special transport erews to awr
evacuation. but to brief all crews on. the standard
procedures. For the trrp out of Pusan (C—46’s
and C—47’s were to bo used, from Inchon (~54’s,
(-119"s were not to be used for such work because
therr greater eapacity was needed for cargo  The
Combat Cargo Command, mn short retrospect,
believed it would have been: best to designate and
equip certam aucraft for dady aw evacuation
missions smce areraft repeatedly ieported for
patients with inadequate ltter and heating
facllities By “equip™ was meant to obtain a
clean, heated aweraft, with htter and emergency
equpment ¥

VWhen Kimpo awrfield had been sceured, the
Cargo Command mstituted an immediate flight
evacuation plan, including a mimmum of three
C-54 fights spaced penodically throughout the
day  This Ift was supplemented as requremnents
dictated With the capture of the arficld at
Wonsan, Combat Cargo Command made Marine
Squadren VAIR-152 responsible for evacuation di-
rectly to Osaka. On 17 October, when the awfield
at Sinmak (IX-20) was aopened, C—54's began 1e-
moving patients to Kumpo, where they were turned

over to the 805th Mobile Army Surgieal Hospital.
On 21 October evacuation began from the arfield
at Pyongyang (K-23), but here the process met
difficulties because the location of the taxi-strip was
such that one delayed airplane ecould block those
behmd it Considerable time was required to load
patients, and with the urgent requests for arr sup-
ply, the traffic control officers hesitated to release
a plane from the cargo shuttle for air evacuation
carly in the day. Fortunately VAR~152 found the
solution ma farly regular sehedule from Pyongyang
to Osaka, and on 29 October the situation was
eagsed further as evacuation began hy C—47 from.
Sinanju (K—29) to Kmmpo Thus, other than
excessive watting time at Pyongvang and Kimpo,
the air evacuation problem was well managed
during the attacking phase of U7 N. ground opera-
tions ¥ Duting October 2,840 patients were
moved by airbft within Korea, 3,025 were evacu-
ated from Korea to Japan, and 2,590 were moved
by awrhft within Japan, making s total of 8,455
patients handled by air during the month  From
the outbreak of Korean hostihities to 31 October, a
total of 24,498 patients had been air evacuated
within the Far East theater #

Military Air Transport Service awr evacuation
began where the Combat Cargo Command left off
in the Tokyvo area. At the outhreak of the war
the Pacifie air evacuation operation, under control
of the 1453d Medical Auw Evacuation Squadron,
was moving shout 350 patients a month The
first 26 war casualtios did not leave Tokvo by
(54 until 20 July. but a total of 535 patients was
evacuated during the remamder of the month and
the number inereased to 3,645 patients m Septem-
ber The MATS evacuation operation soon
employed the roufes, facithities, and awrcraft
regularly assigned to'the Pacific airhift, and planes
which transported cargoes and personnel to Japan
became wir evacuation ships on thew ieturn
Because of the time which would have been needed
to convert civihan arrhiners, however, they mitially
carried wone bul ambulatory patients  The
evacuation aireraft, carrving thewr reguler erew
plus flicht nurses and medieal technicians, nor-
mally flew castward from Tokyo, through Guam
and Kwajalemn (or Wake o1 Mdway) to Hiekam,
and finally left therr patients at Travis  On 29
July the first C-97 mbound fhght brought 63
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litter patients friom Tokyo to Travis i 23 hours,
having stopped only at Wake and Hickam. On
later flights, because of the gieat range of the
(C-97, 1t was possible to chmunate the stop at
Wake and thus cut some 500-0dd miles from the
trip  With such schedules, the wounded 1n Korea
knew that there would be no wearisome vovages i
ships and no exhausting train ndes, the hospitals
at which they would be treated would be no more
than 72 hours fiom the war zone and home would
be nearby #

The function of awr 1escue, like that of auw
evacuation, was not new m the Korean war, but
1ts performanee was aided by new plane types and
efficient management The 2d and 3d Au Rescue
Squadrons had been assigned to FEAF during
World War I, but on 1 May 1949 they had been
transferred to the world-wide Awr Rescue Sexvice,
a subordmate to MATS® During the Korean
conflict the 2d Squadron’s flights remained at
Clark, Kadena, and Anderson, but the 3d Squad-
10n, participated more directly m the war The
latter was mitially divided into four fhghts—based
at Johnson, Yokota, Misawa, and Ashiya—to
which another was added when part of the 5th
Arr Rescue Squadron, at Lowiy Awr Force Base,
Colorade, was dispatehed to the Far East on 7
July # A sixth flight, called Detachment “F,”
was orgamzed with H-5 hehcopteis during August
In Kores, this detachment provided normal aw
1escue service and also transported badly wounded
ground troops from the front lines to base hospitals
at Pusan ®  Assignment of additional peisonnel
almost doubled the size of the 3d Squadron be-
tween July and November 1950 In its work the
3d Squadion employed SB-17, SB-20, SA-18,
047, H-5, and L-5 type awecraft. So many
cdifferent types caused maintenance difficulties, and
the newly ainived SA-16’s (the first four reached
Misawa on 28 July) suffered from supply problems
as well. At one time all four of the amphibians
were grounded for want of parts, but mmproved
supplies lowered the SA-16 AOCP rate from 80
percent m September to 25 percent during October

Nevertheless, the 3d Squadron was most suc-
cessful, as the followmg performance record,
covermg 25 June through 30 November 1950, m-
dicates

Gperaiion Tofal
Hehcopter evacuation from front lines__.____._.. 585
Heltecopter evacuation from behind front imes. .. 4
SA-16reseues__________ . _ ... 10
Rescues by all types of aareraft ... ________.___ 674
Sorties by all ARS awreraft___ . ... ___ 2, 408
Number of hours own.. oo oommun oo, 6, 339

A few examples, however, will serve better than
statistics to illustrate the success of the 3d Squad-
ron  Seven days after arriving in Japan, an SA-16
on orbit picked up a Navy pilot who had been 1n
the water off Kores less than two hows On 15
August an SA-18 picked up an F-51 pilot only 5
minutes after he had parachuted mto the water
A helicopter picked up another F~51 pilot behmd
North Korean lines on 5 September, and ou 11
October another H-5 crew made a 125-mile round
trip to snatch up a seveiely wounded British
carrier prlot from under hostile fire and return him
to Kumpo #

Helicopter evacuation of wounded peisonnel
from front lines was a new developrent in rescue.
Since ambulance travel over rough Korean roads
was slow and possibly fatal to badly wounded
patients, the EUSAK surgeon requested am assist-
ance and FEAF secured additional H-5 helicopters
for the purpose Able to carry two patients and
& medical technician, the helicopters shuttled be-
tween medical clearing stations and the hospitals;
when a patient required treatment m Japan, he
was flown to an amstrip for regular evacuation.
The new proceduie saved time and Iives- wounded
personnel weie transported from clesng stations
to hospitals m less than an howr whereas the gver-
land trip had been takmg over 10 houts; a medical
officer at a Korean field hospital who examined six
wounded soldieis flown 1 by H-5 estimated that
five of the six would have died had they been
moved. overland  Although the helicopters were
nof equipped for night flying, one pilot answered
a call to o clearing station late one might, and by
using a flashlight to see his instruments Janded
in a cwele Mlummated by jecp headlights, Heli-
copter pilots also provided medicel evacuation for
the paratroop drops north of Pyongvang on 20-22
October, and when the task pioved too large for
the four H-5’s, other liaison planes were called
m to help During these 2 days, 47 casualties
were evacuated by the rescue aircraft 5
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Supply Division, Directorate of Mamte-
nance, TSAT,

Operations Division, Directorate of Opera-
tions, USAF

Resources Drvision, Directorate of Opera-
tions, TSAF

Director of Military Personnel, URAF

Aireraft Out of Comnnssion Parts.

Anti-Tank Aenal Rocket

Alhed Translator and Interpreter Serviee,
FEC

All Weather.

Combat A Patrol

Chinese Clommunst Forees

Central Intellgence Agency

Continental Air Command, GSAF

Chuef of Staff, Umted States Air Foree

Chaef of Staff, Umited States Army

(‘ommander, Task Force

Department of Army

Department of Armv

Deputy for Intelhgence.

Deputy for Operatiops

Deputy for Matérel

Directorate of Plans and Uperations,
TSAF

Fifth Air Force

Fifth Air Force in Korea,

FECOM.__._.. Far East Command

FRQ_ o .. Foreign Service Offieer

GCA_..-...-. Ground Controlled Approach

L6105 . Ground (Controlled Interception.

HVAR. ... High Velocity Aenal Rocket

IFR. e Instrument Fhght Rules

J3POG. ... Jommt Strategie Plws and  Operations
Group, FEC

KMAG___._. Korea Militarv Adviscry Group.

NE o ammea North Korean

NEAF ... North Korean Air Forece

NEKPA_ ... North Korean People~’ Army.

NS National Security Council,

OL maamas Operations Instructions

(0751 SR Office of ¥pecial Invesirgations

POL.cn e Petrolewn, O1l and Lubnicants

ROEKAF .___. Republic of Korea Air Foree

BCAP _ o.. Supreme Commander Alhed Powers

TACC. ... Tactieal Air Control Center

TADC.__..... Tactieal Air Direetion Center

TC e e Troop Carrier

[V 0 J Table of Distnibution

T/O&E (- Table of Orgamzation and Equipinent

[ £ Umt Equipment

USAFIK..... Umted States Armed Forees m Korea.

TUSATRA. - Tmited States Air Attaché

VER__..c-- - Viual Fhight Rule<
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T 8 Dept of Defense, CM=-IN~70212, 27 June 1950 71
DA, TT #3426, 270437Z June 1950.

SECRET

Msg, CG FEAT to CS UBATF, 270437Z June 1050,

FEAF D/O, Log on Korean Incident, 27 June 1950

GHQ FEC Opns Instr #1, 271800K June 1430;

msg , CINCEE to KMAG, (X-49396, 27 June 1950

FEAT* I/O, Log on Korean Incadent, 27 June 1950;

CAF-IN-2839, CG TEAF to USAT, 27 June 1950

TFor some of the exeitement of the day sec dispateh,

Thomas J Coiv, Foreign Serviee Officer, to State

Department, 10 Julv 1950; Hist 68th Ftr AW 8¢,

May=June 1950, p 2, Hwt 3830th For AW Sq,

June-Oct 1950, p 2, Hust Sth Fir-Bumber Gp,

Mav-June 1950 pp 7-8

Msg , CG FEAF to (8 USAF,

1950

Aeg, CG FEAT to ('S USAT, 281857Z June 1950

Hist 8th Ftr -Bomber Gp, May—June 1950, p 8

Meg, CINCIE to DEPTAR, CX-4058!, 29 June

1950, meg, C'G FEAT to ('S USAF, 981857Z June

1950

Msg, CG FEAF to O3 USAF, 2818572 June 1850,

meg , CG FEATF to C8 USAF, V-0081-YC, 29 Juue

1950; Hict 6th TC S¢, 25 June=31 Julv 1950, Hit,
68th Ft:r AW 5q, May-June 1930, p 2

GHQ FEC ISUM #2853, 2 July 1950

Mag, Muceio to Sec of State 281000 June 1950;

msg, CINCFE to DEPTAR, CX-56817, 27 June

1950.

Record of telephone tonversation, Col Emmerich,

KMAG Puran, fo GHQ FEC G-2/G-3 War-roon,

28 June 1950

Msg , State Dept to RCAP (retransnuttuny Chureh

to State, 28 June), 2002457 June 1950

Record of telephone conversation, Maj Gen J H.

Chureh, Suwor, to GHQ FEC G-2/G-3 War-room,

23 June 1960

Mg , C(x 8th Fir.-Bomber Wg to CG FEAF, 2812302

June 1450

Meg, U 8 Ambassador Seoul (xgd Drumwright) to

State, 281931Z June 1950 :

Msg , CINCFE to JCB, 300250Z June 1950, wmsg,

T & Ambaswsudor Korea (sgd Drumwnght) teo

DEPTAR, 282100 June 1950

DA, TT #3437, 29 June 1950

Mze , CINCFE to JC8, 3002507 June 1950

CAI-OTT-84681, JOS to CINCTFE, 29 June 1050

Careular, Stale Dept to SCAP, 3003512 June 1950

DA, TT #3444, 30 June 1950

CM-OUT-84718, JC8 to CINCFE, 30 June 1950

GHQ FEC ISUM #2853, 2 July 1950

Mug , CINCFE to CG 8th Army, CX~56478, 30 June

1450

Msg, CG FEAF to COMAF'= 5 and 20, AX~1790,

30 Junc 1950

Msg , CINCFE to CG 24th Div Rear, e af, CN~

57153, 3 July 1950, GHQ FEC GO 11, 4 Julv 1950

GHQ FEC Opns Inetr #2, 032200 July 1950

Ltr, Partndge to Lt Gen Walton Walker,

EUSAK, 4 Aug,. 1950

~0081-VC, 2¢ June

G
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