


wever;  After on 1y four: months ofactiﬂtylnlmia, mmﬁt’m
transferred to Okinaws where it:was programmed. to provide rescue . .

support. Tor theé a1l out blow:against ithe:Jepanes ¢ mainland, . The ...

"% 'The China‘thester possessed the first opevational wnit specifi-
cally designed for rescue work.- Here during the spring of 1943, .
personnel assigned to the India-China Wing,:Air Transport Command,
organized a ‘small jungle rescue: mit.‘._ Operating from an airfield
at’ Chabi; this unitescomposed:of medical and survival specialists—
would“proceed overland inta the :Jungle; and recover douned airmen,

“Althotgh not constitited as’ an merial;rescue organization, planes

'weréTiki1i%ed to'searchi for:downed aixcraft .end once.a crash site
"WE8 Spotted;‘iiere;uséd to transport the rescue team to the landing.

strip hedrest the crash:site;" Likewisey: sircraft were used to

AEp o

¢ the’ team' and survivors after completion of the missions ...
1175 LA vegularly donstituted aerial:sescue unit,did aot materialize
St 11°9atE 1 the! vary' bt dts operation had @ significant effect .




wm ﬁ!ng Air Transport Command located at Chabua, China. The
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ﬂss!on of the otganization was to ptooeed“ overlandinto the e

eyt sy
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Jungle and recover downed airmws Sevoxal mxssions of this type

o

gediestad g ten of 18 dupy taip

- were successfuny completedp-aircra:ft being used to tranSporb the

o

a.'?!: AR e
f,mtothz landingstripmaresttbcsite axxitcremovetmteam

end sm.'vivm‘s ai‘ter completion of the misslon.
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In early August 19143, a C—hé carqring a total of 21 pcrscns got
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in trmﬂale over an unchart.ed momu-.ain area near thz. C_hina-Buma
qeTy Wing o
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plane. This was not an ordinary emgency Amng the passengers

3 Il =GR
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were officials possessing intimate knowledge of the war, plan for the

AR T T Lhe mid of Ehe swvivids. “
North Bnma campaign, several high ra.nking thnzse army, of 1cers,*am
sk i plgnad and drified down within 2057 Feac ol Lbe Cwup

the well lmown newvs commtstor, BricMScymid. The.

““’*’ o1 }.x the groud ALlye SXJEpL LODT L WIS BEE

Ge_neral of the Indls-ctum Hing ordm-ed that. contact with the sure

264 t%»”g, Sl ang . and o hos o FERio UPOIALGT R

vivors be made imedimxy and au mcassary tescuz pa{ooedxrea be

ki .Myc':p Qi ’Ea eadel & 13N BHRLL 4 VO WA DA5
instituted, By rare good fortune, t.he sgﬂvgrs vere spotted
cphepg o wibh less aopioud Rnjurisad. L RN il

within an hour, suppues were dropped, and sm'vival instructions
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plven, £ oo oL the victins, using air-ground laison code, signalled
cibd ) dhe porty wms led Lo seiely.
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that medical:assistance was needed. . This posed a majo:;pmblemf;
for the location ofr:;»th;, group, perched:on top of:a small platea;x, R
indicated a ten.or 12,day trip:through unexplored: head=hunter. : -
territoryes negrne o the oo facliilles mov ran i
,‘l',he..on.lypossiblev solution appeared to be a parachute jump by
qualified personnel. :This was a new idea and a procedure that was -
militarily unprecedented and umacceptable. Nevertheless, Lt Colonel
Don Flickinger, Wing Surgeon, who had made one parachute jump in
1941 testingirescue: gear, and two medical-corpsmen; Sgt:Harold
Passey; and; Cpkagillliu MacKenzie, who had never;’jumped, volunteered
to go to:the:.aid of .the survivors. 'These men'bailed out-at the .
pilot!s signal and:drifted down:within easy:reach: ofthecmp .site.
evik ’fheyfmm thé.-.:'group;.alive except; for the copilot who had:not
cleared:the plane.and’ had crashed: with it. The radio eperator had’ ol 3,
a broken':leg, on¢:passenger:a broken ankle,-and there were six; i:
others withi less:serious injuries. For the ,mxt:,‘méﬁ}.h,‘ these three.
medics cared :for:the:sick and wounded, aided by friendly mhi§es,zz$

until xheparty:m ded:to safety. -\ wo: inlly 11}"25:':”




99 9979930

. Thus.was concluded the f1rst recorded pararescue mission;‘of:
which there have been ‘many in.the present Air Rescue Services«7
Today,: a dedicated highly-trained group of pararescuemen comprise
an important segment of the rescue facilities:now presenty in ARSe -
But approvaliof the idea &t that time was not -immediate, " In fact,
for several months Colonel Fiickinger was in danger:of disciplinary
action for his unmuthorized Jump, oot oo fntgwsiors wn Ll

Rescuz Training During World Wapr ITwseiiwl of “Br Dleill caiadimes’

- ‘The need for highly traincd Rescie crews’ fordutyin w1l
thesters 'of operations.wes récognibed-early 1n/thé' uar: : Supplying
thesenprind: Bovaie: thi' tadk ofthe  Enbbbbne, REstubl Schse it omal
Kegsler Fi‘cl’d; Mississippi. The Marine Training Branch-~which
trained: 95:boat: crews’ before: 1t wis di scont Inuedusvas act fvated at
M:Orlm Aruy Air Base 8s' & Quartetmpster fungtion In Febeuary 1943,
In November the: job becane an Afr Corps responsibilfty:and’esrly in
190ls “the' unit'vas transferred: to Gulfport, Mississtppts: The’Afrcrew

il

Trainlng Branch began {£s operat ions st Hami1ton Field, Californie,

& o o] Tt Yy
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was finally located at
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.-fmf% havs made Lo 8o . porwicr of

Rescue s Military Role

In’ the'minds of many people, the humanitardisn aspect of ‘the: -r:

Rescue mission’ has' perhaps, because ‘of’the ‘American value ‘of human.-!:

life,” tended ‘to: overshadow:the:primarily military aspect:ofithely ia- i

Air Rescue‘Service, %This is a falldey. Air Rescue Service was- "i
! . .
° activated ‘in <1946 *in answer to a need, generated:during World:War :II,
for- a specialized ‘organization devoted to providing ‘rescue coverage -
for downed ‘or distressed ‘military airmen.:.There has been no:change ' -
in ‘this’primary mission. The ‘aid given ‘civilians<=both-American .and .- { ‘

foreign-<hds been‘a by-product of::thisi purpoge : haér wred i-—wuwni @iz

Orbits{‘Intercepts. and Escorts®, oo ol tromide® sissions lowy

“JUIAir Rescue guards the air lanes of the world and when a plane

becoms § Lot or ‘develops ‘troubléj arcallito the s drest ARS (unlt Biings:
help:. “When large flights of military:aireraft-makerlong hauls: over!: .an
water 6rirenoté 1and misses; Rescus aireraft fly-what 18 térmed an 7

orbit mission and‘take*upistations.at'strategic.points:dlongithe pro= .o

posed ‘route -to render navigational:and comunications:assistance and to::

be“in“the vieinity should any difficulty:develop.. . Whi.s
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HaJor Robert Rigon + 2 yan with years of rescua work behind him s=:on

put dn.ascall to.Alp Rescue Service He ers, for an esaisteing the

w, The Swiss mission and a similar call for a helicopter in the
State of,Washington hed:proven Rescue's:need.:fox its- owm G=82;:40 1siug
mmm:u ‘efficient: plece. of; rescue gquipment.:- ¥her Rizon's::,
call. came -through,. ARS. had, the: first of ‘three,C~32!s essigned-and: ‘v
reedy 10: gOv: AN Re5: was: dismantled, loaded on the caygo.plane, /andiin;
sent .out to the Nicaraguan operational site,. Here:the maching mgain:
proved {8 sorthy keeping dn-close cantact with ithe survivers andhen,
W&MMJM#&}.R (2 g al

" hrothes 4B itinstoéaurring s & sesuit of; the Micaragian nission
WMM‘MMW Regoue: Service. Parareicue: doctoraiofhe *
and wction-had. been, taken during the opening months;of ASLT L. suth-
orie bom fide Pararescue’ taans i Assignad-to.the Sth Energency

Rescue: Squidron wes & young medical officer by the ‘risme of Popé B

HolL{dRyr MACERBEHIR,"RE S 8166 4" Jisipes A} Pedobt1Ag tRE" tine




Vi ot sccess il Resce operations,: uanmm nover 14'the” attempt
€57 got MF %éég:xztxorf of ‘thls technique: “The same technique had’been
50 adequately and dranatically proved by Coloniel Flickinger during’the
**"“*ir:sf_a;;x."fm survivel speeialiss. In Sovewlwy, Jlve anifstaed

el The ptoposal ‘to’use’ the Pararescue’ technique reqularly was being
Eozmaaeavwmgn‘éi headquarters when the Nicaragusn crisis broke.
Homaa&mmpa&hedeommaonmam made™a spectacular Jjump
into-the"fungle to' Bid‘a disabled survivor of the B-17 crashi ‘Finding
hi%* nafHA 17" 8ead" fPen shockand-1eck of “féod 6r Vater,” a&ﬂa&&i Wrent
£ Wb ST Uag8 Taker When' $ne°gréind Party broke throughts” then,
W@I’éﬁ*@iﬁhﬁb?%?%ﬁ w&fmﬂ m?,. 5-’2:;3130 i nondueted by f:;«;
oth Rethghe™ dnd iy dthetml881ons ‘ Brought 'the work of "the 'Alr Rescue
"s«vxc'&‘Wﬁammaﬁ &%Mr%rée ‘planners. - “The muléa*’ el
upracfiguer “planés) 'Hore aAd better trained mén, and specidl Rescie

quipient were £5°bEE 11te1¢ easler b0 obtan, ¢ A1 Fures and the

Bt 2 gyt @y w B Tl 8 Ypnd ho o
v ‘Qf the G‘GV?’. THMET,. GX the Inited States .'4;‘ !'.EE ated
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Pat§ Jagc} Para-mecuemen in ARS. In July 191;7, a conferem;a

aderstiy of Golenel RUght, pisiy and po

gas Seld w%}t{h Hq ngF n W hlagton which result.ed in an authori:ation
e A i{n&- & B

SIEHRY QL QL.

to organize and train six teams == each ccmposed of one doctor, two

rx;«g»,» 4‘.&*“»}8 ﬁ@i" %Q*‘k $E Qg 'TM‘I;& \Yé-o. -;. Bt S B M..»-dx.

medics, and two survival specialists. In November, five enlisted

»"ﬁ'%‘w pud secwss oo wnd o s AL

men, two medical officers, and a reprgsjentative irom the A-3 (Opera-

b " 1
!J»»,L“‘”&Mf} WSE L ~
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tions) Section of Hq ARS-participated in a two-week course of training

5 of e A gy G5 ¥
ﬁ;;».t&,xé Sk .ia‘u,,éo»qe

at the Forest Service "Fire szpers" School in Montana. This was the:

w.y:‘v\cf \{\ ‘ i’? ‘:1:

first active step in implementing plans previously formlat.ed to have

lbn&s{ha 253 Q i sas !ow.a NS i et o
escue te capable of jump!n to survivors under all terrain
R i*“ f)tc G LOUBRCIGLy W9 g Ddihy PAGK ,(S:M'a,

tions omed t.he rxucleus or iqst.ructor
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21 cyue-and S ho 1 ted
ok g Survival School. condusted By the

DEDOYT ”:ia“‘” RCLETRY 2 Wab A0w.fl o

th Re's n shortly thereafter at NacDill AFB, s;oqda.

SaaG, - TALE BIME e 41 UECORIGE 4747 o Qily SULHE; We

T%ye%:s 19&7 and 1948 were active 2 oned for ARS.
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In July 1947,

}} mxhi *

Px‘esidetxt Truman sggned the Armed Forces Unification Act,r creating a

TN rww‘z ARS Bnd (xproved $ts cepebliity, Uy fedrg G, basid

Departmentof t.heAichrce co-equalwiththe}\mamimavy The
oy hesdntartess it Waghingben, s 3 ierg Bou

sx{‘ U &

reorganization and contemplated expansion of the Air Force andthe

44 b % e
m"‘:‘vf"é \ A ,up?ﬁ*!&'f’\l st over i-:w Unlteg Sthates, Tas .vu iy WAGIR JWE Y
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| trend of thinking of the Govermment of the United States indicated

4 flights, m%smzx 2d et -Macuiily Jiight 0V was located wu rups AF8;
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Toddership of Colonel Kight, plans and policies were formilated that
“Iherensed the 'efficiency and effectiveness of the organization. Plans
“efé‘made for'the Fdorgantzation of ARS'to ‘facilitate better rescue"
oA A Beiied nore s Better”eqitjadsk 166 thé Fibiie:” Flloe
“ing progrens were instituted to insure properly trained persomnel for

“Expansion to Cover the United States.

"% Y dharig £3%he conteuplated plans for'expanston; Ha ARS,Hs veil
iustheﬁé Sth Rescte Squadron, was moved from Morrison Fleld, Florida,
¥3'MaeD{11Fleld; ‘Florida, during b siuiaa o sk P a G o1~
J c@ﬁmnzeﬁ.irrmnspm Command activities, Hg ARS was again re-
“achted i ts bine <= in'Deceémber ‘1947 — at Gravelly Point, Washing-
ton, DI85 hia ks’ sust one pRrt7oF 4 fenaral- resrpant sl on VnleR®Y
‘§tFenn fnad ARS dnd taproved 168 capabi1ity: By Febiuary 19487 basides
“the’ hefidquirters t Washington, “the command had ‘three squadrons and 'ten
NG sprend ik over 'the UALEEY States s mstn,ww‘x‘;m AN gd

"W e11ghts ) { renatnad Bt MACDI1N; F11ght CY vas located Bt Pope'AFB;

fiecntad = FPerramse eand & s gt pmoygnat gl g sorpod {‘,;" Pt el oy cn e Al
rolinaj and Fiight "D# was stationed ‘at Westover AFB, Mass.’
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21 Regcue Unlts, thap providing trained pavsoonel.
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, S beu, Lo
c-h'z, ‘the 128 and thé 113 vas ‘avallsble. The C<i7 ‘Douglas Loadmastes

uas fzighly vatuable in {ong’ range searches and for carrying equipment
Yoiilevel searches und for thnding on small’Gprépated Tinding aites
for recovery of survivers. ' Besides aircraft, ARS units had ground <
cquipment composed of Mieaselst, Jeeps and traflersi - T lemiiosl.
e R mwéemw operatiiig bt o7% 6 1 e it (-

”Q WP a

lon =~ 38 ofetesrs and 1173 mon < and bes des Having moFe perecnel,

they were hiow Debtet’ teatiad; e f1ying oefiears Yad Bécdis Hoquatnted

ﬁth“Rescue alrcraft and techniques. Aggressive OJT programs had
Beg Cun Snesde s 1048, ; 42 e Lo, Bk
raised*thaﬁskﬁiflé‘va of the men and a rigorous survival school was

belng Gontiibid b the SHh mddeie'Squadeon BE MadtiNF" Spaatatty-
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t-rainec‘f Parepescis. toas: " {eomposed -of v Parkedodtss ted"
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Westover, Selfridge;: Lowry, Hamilton, GOOSQ‘ W ‘and Ernest Harsion, .
- These: teams stood ready: to: jump.to t.heaid of -crashed airmen in areas
immma "Dy pthér ddar o oy gear tad olelhing e alwand
wooairAlge gvallable wefe ground Yescue teams comprised .or.- gix men o
who'were trained dn survival and medical techniques: They were.as
“fully mparedﬁia’s ‘the Pararestuemen except for the jumping capability.
The ‘equipment sthey carried and their sbility to use it were identical,
These teans: were used vhere jumps ‘or helicopter recovery was imprace
tfgali-+ Sametines ‘guided by obgervation aircraft; these men maved
“intoithe crash-pite and transported survivors to-suitable pleces for
{rafr opslendremival S Thely Basic means of transportation was the M-29
"Wed§idl" s uhieh withi:{te laterpl 1lar: treads tould 'go sJust about Sy
ayherdad & xayel landing on the bl pudw arust end goged ovey ’w

i e Y & Srog ki 1 & —— " » < > 4
G, " 9 gas ta v ol @um  evren B SNSRI IS B S XAy ey
¢ «m %1-338&!6 01" 19&8;4. o i BB &, DR SR N A SR E ) A R L IR A E A & SR

tainThat:-thid/organization with:{ ts equipment j: trained Wl:
and’ Resoue ‘techniques. could handle ‘the. job was'vividly portrayed in
the highly. pubnq;izedmmw "IceCapw:lnibn of. 1948 (v 2 mission

ifémughtt, w0 thidinger’ bt dodessful- despite tersiflc dbstacles. £ op




I pertorned ther jobs it distinction vhile gartgazpating in gver,
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1,000 acwal ufe-saving missions d:uring 19&8. i A A1
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§ 11ssion Expended to Civilian Ald.

Bk e g e

Although designed primarily as a support to the combat striking

| vas, directad 4n aiding members of the civilian populationi Early

| i 1909, :%.»Pm%e o the United States were breated 49 gu ehibls

tian oi‘ Air Rescua capabllity. Iu Jamary a seyereﬁ:g;gjzgard, struck

....».,.n

| the central and estern areas of the United States, Roads were .

bl,ocked - isolating cities, t.owns . au:i mr.'al areas. f;'oa th.eir

40‘3, Ll.wt‘-u,- BOOUEL AL %

oo

; sources. of supplgq. mthgpeople and uvest.ock were 5nd§femed

,Even

uﬁwusm.»f:

| coni;gl ntal trains were ;gmdq on the tracks without fuel or heat,

g-.ra,; ns stopped rumung and five or sp: inte;f- -

i W IASET Wiy T id

gas sent t;px.ths Alr Rescue Service unit at Loury

5:‘:}}‘51; T ot if WA TR

AEB, Colorado and similtancous operatians "smmmd" and "Haylif!

3
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benan. 4 ) ¥as a two-fold Joh; tha people had t.o he prov&dad vith
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food, anp Mcasgsmd; 1mppuu,anda1mut.as;uportant
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. the, ecommic welrarq of the ::eaicn t.bousm of snowbound
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and Yabsic' Pas aiobininti Orvayd OF el AT M Rebekie: Sojiadron jPthi: ot 1t vas

| composed. 0f. 11 officers and- 56 airmen, - Imwﬁatbber;_the_!;.:Detachment ‘was,
also flying I~5. aireraff which;proved adequate:for:someirecovery. missions
but the "workhorsel remained:the helicopter; -At the-end;ofithe. et

4 half.year: of war, the number of-helicopter medical transfers.had reached
6184 +During the: same.period:L~5; aircraft. transported:56 wounded: soldiers.
21 .Most.helicopter and-I~5 missions were flown between:the fromtiline -
medical;clearing,stations .and rear-area hospitals. :If the wounded * »
1soldier required:immediate .medigal:attention of:a' type-available only

‘ ats;hbf.’}?!-gé}s{@cﬁﬁpﬁgmiihﬁiﬁim:éf&:hndﬂd at an airstrip from which
trangport) plana;flewshim tonJapan.:-Emergency.medical attention was .
rovided bycatskilled. medic aboard, therhelicopbers: Anioutstandingit, - v+
example of ;the iésggﬁigﬂ,aﬂsi&gmilk?ofsthese medigs is:foundoinithe - .
ctiona of oneiaf:thesesdedicated menon:the 12th of, October:1950.:-A
erioualy wounded:English:pilotiwas brought-aboardrand examinstion .

howed sthat his ¢hances.for 1ife wera:slim-unless:he:was:given-an 7}
imidia;.gemanémimgeamem the medic prepared his;patientiand’,

/administered a bottle of plasma--the first, but not the last, transfusion |

given during a Rescue helicopter flight, 4 e Z Q—M .




HLER o "pAETefitd and H nddT8al technician " 84ER°F1ight] the

:‘ frpom P et Mo gimonrd mar mypey gy by wen £ 8 e tos sun et @13 ¥ gn o e
Hfelicopter’could cover an Hour's worth of land travel'in five minutes.
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Wi %ms inportant #57¢ when’a s61diep or'alrman received a’ 'head ‘wound,

B danrtamn ons o apesnidon and s owsoesen wibh gioda, Sy gragan gl L
Hsucking chest wound U6 stomach ‘wound, ‘speed was ‘often the difference

E it e
a Vit

f5itusen 118 and desths” i’ srfectiveness of Readue™s work wis
ﬁestiﬁ.edto inl95lby ‘Dr. ‘Elmer L. Hendeérson , Ghairmian of ‘the American

fodical Association, when he"statsd that the mortality rate among wounded
s'él&’felr;‘iin}f(&;eé:ﬁaé ?only 2 per 100 as compared with 4 per 100 in World

Nar II. "One '6f the major reasons in'the mind of this medical expert

"

3 s hesdy” (Front" Iine ) air eva

’ﬁ’”_]

cuatio n . vy Lo wnysseaelad
Viilepye® fonuwing He8sion’ ‘demonstrates the ‘visks thess Reseuemen would

faub 4 ’“s S SR P otndsa Biad {85 s The missioh {nfolded on the aftérnoon

f‘ﬁ February 1951?“ Detadnment” "FH7 o2 "the 34 Alr Rescue Squadron was

: =m«§‘:w e TN di

iordered “to begin” innne ate" fescﬁé gperations for Amer{ban trOOps ‘Sur-

binded and elgniing"eor thets ivad 1h"a small Koredn town 20 mites "

ast 768 seatt , " Toaded WAL G604 pladma, ‘Sther medical supplies) and -

kel

{ab b4 ok i bostogad ErSobds i Sikoraity HEE ' Tehoppers “todk ott,




7 sDespite enemy, smallarmsfire -each helicopter manéze@:&?z:&%k% '

see :trips——carrying one or two patients on each flight—before

jarkness : forced an:-end:to operations,..On.the following.day; .with.two
helicopters.out of-.oper_atioﬁ -and a- anwétorm with winds.in exaéasg\qt,;ho
mii;e,a’-an houry. the outlook was-rather bleak. -Nevertheless,.the.four
operational Rescue. H-5's ventured forth and before the .day was ended, . . .
22-more eritically wounded men were removed from danger.::All told,..,
52-,mgnkh§¢;-been recovered. ier 93obtsr woven, Rhene rilmesabie masitines
sz This-mission ~-méant more- thansaving . the wounded.. .During:the. ...,

| nission.Fairghild: C-119's dropped supplies to the surrounded troops

¢ vhile U.N.ofighter aircraft.strafed.and. bombed, ?t&%&pgéyse?sité?ﬁs! piloy
with::!@h_e wounded. men; safe and.needing no.further attention, the remaining
soldiers.were abke to fight.theiriway. to safetys-: o2 il somcanisns |
wenlfuldyias spectaaular.was:the, rescue. of. 148 wounded and injured. ...

' paratroopers.om the. 2hthsand: 25th.of .March 1951..: The . jump.had; ocenrred

T WL

§ on;March; 23rd: when. the, broopers; had left.their aireraft over Munsaneni,

AN

|
L
£\

Flying.under, intense mortar;and small arms;fire,.the helicopters flew % :

Everything went;wrong.and-the: call for help,was;relayed to,Rescues..:. i,
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