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LhiE-G5, forcyord

FORLDWORD

This mopograph ezsmwires the developnent of airenes reseue
in the frmy Lir Forces through Vorld Var II. The postwar poriod is
briefly revieued, usnd idr Rescue Service operctions in forea sre
studied through Jure 1952. This kistory was writter by sfraxk L.
Rangom, of the Collere of Si. Thowns, ob. Paul, lhinnecota.

Like otkher Hivtoricel Divicion studies, this mone,rerh is
subject to revicion, ard sedditional inforuabion or su;pesbed
correcbions will Le velcomed.
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Chepter I
INTRODUCTION

The higtory of air rescue began in World War 1II,
Prior o the advent of large bomber and fighter fleets,
little considerstion had been given to the search for and,
retrieving of, missipng or crashed sirmen. The distressed
aviator was searched for In a hapbazerd fashion, utilizing
the means availsble with little thought to orgenized pro-
tection such as marinvers then en,joyed.l

The eremy in Europe could f£irst be reached only by overwater flight.
The air war in the Pacific presented a similsr situation in exaggerated
form. Accelersted training in the Zone of Interior, overwaber flights
by tactical alrcrafi en route to the theaters of war, transportation
of persoonel and supplies by air, antisubmarine sctivity, convey defense,
and pabrol duiy were addibiopal faclors creeting g need for a world-

2
wide air-ges rescue service.
Under the perscnal guidance of General H. He. Arncld,
a rescue program was initiated, crews trained, eguipment
procured, and rescue squadromns activated.
Needless to say, the morgle of persommel of operstional

flights increesed many-fold when they realized that their

chances of being saved after crashing were good. Noti only

did the efficiency of the flyer improve by the realizetion

that he had a chance of being rescued, but a considerable

savipg in valusble monpower resulted. The rescus of one

highly trained airman not only saved his life, but also the

time and expense of training his replacement.

Barly ALF attempts at air-gea rescue leaned heavily upon the RAF
for guldance and support. DBriitish-opersted rescue conircl centers served
as models for those established by the AAF, and British air and sea craft

carried the major burden of rescue responsibility in the Europesn snd

1
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‘

Mediterranean theaters of war, as they also did for flights originating
in Indis.

In the Pacific theaters little aid was received from the British, and
for that reason the greatest amount of AAF air-ges rescue effort was expended
in that region. BRescue atbempbs in the Pacific were at first limited by
leck of knowledge, manpower, and ;qﬁpment, but as the importence of
rescue operations was recognized, these obstacles were overcome and an
efficient policy for air-ges operations was developed.

Inter~service cooperation was early recognized as essentisl to
efficient rescue operations. It was often achieved between operational
units and sometines even at higher commend levels, but dwring all of
World War II efficient plenning was hempered by the failure of tke Army
end ¥avy to agree on rescue responsibility. This basic question was pot
settled until the postwar period, when the AAF delegated its responsibility
for rescue to the Alr Trangport Commend. The Air Rescue Service (ARS)
which was then formed graduslly extended its range until it became a
worldewide orgenizetion.

In the Korean war ARS assumed the additionsl respomsibility of
evacuating wowxkled by alr from fromnt-line positions. Use of ARS heli-
copters wes a major factor in reducing the mortality rate of wounded
goldiers to one-helf that of World War II figwres.



