
The Beginnings of Pararescue 
 
From: Robert Lapointe [mailto:rlapointe@gci.net]  
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2010 6:01 PM 
To: jcassidy@alaska.net 
Subject: RE: The Beginning of Pararescue? 
 
I have been going through documents I collected at the Air Force Historical Agency and the below document discusses 
the creation of Pararescue. It is also the first use of the word “Pararescue” that I have been able to document.  If I am 
reading it correctly, the first official PJs were Henry Erben, Cecil Hubbard, J.B. Wadd, Ted Surpykowski,  James Curry, 
W.S. Smith, Richard Enoch and someone with the last name of Holde. Also can anyone inform me if the person who 
wrote this document was a PJ? His name was Robert Weaver 
 
Request comments from our older members of the PJ Association. 
 
NOTE: Below are the comments concerning this subject. 
 
From Kevin Jones: 

Although you have not included his (Bob Weaver’s) attachment #1, I believe him in what he writes as 
being true.  ARS was formed officially on 13 Mar 46 at Andrews Field, Fl. (but traces its roots to the 62d AAF 
Base Unit (Continental Air Forces) founded December 5, 1945, see HQ ARS Historical Record Report for 
Period Activation to 1 July 1946, introduction).  It makes sense that they would include a combat experienced 
survival specialist as a consultant in the formation of this unit.  Colonel Richard T. Kight was the second 
commander of ARS, receiving the unit from Colonel Wallace S. Ford on 1 Dec 46.  All this coincides with what 
Bob has said in his first two statements. (See ARRS 1946 – 1981, An Illustrated Chronology, pg. 1).   

  
1. The medical section for ARS was established 20 Jul 46 with the appointment of Captain Charles D. 

Bodine as the Acting Surgeon for ARS.  He was replaced by Major Frank A. Perri, Flight Surgeon, on 19 Aug 
46.  Major Perri requested more medical officers and was given four on 18 Sep 46.  However, these officers 
were not aviation medical examiners and were transferred out to be replaced by three officers that had 
graduated from both the Aviation School of Medicine and the Airborne Training School, Ft. Benning.(pg.11).  
These three officers reported to ARS on 27 Sep 46.  They were refered to as “para-doctors” and assigned to: 

1st Lt. Albert G. Lewis, HQ ARS 
1st Lt. Randolph W. Briggs, Squadron B, Hamilton Fld. 
1st Lt. Truett V. Bennett, Squadron A, Andrews Fld. 
 
2. Lt. Pope B. Holliday (the man I believe should be credited with being the “1st PJ”) was assigned to 

HQ ARS on 27 Nov 46 and was assigned to the 5th ERS (pg.18) 
 
3.  Lt. Holliday wrote a letter to the Commanding General, Air Transport Command on 5 Feb 47 

requesting authority for the formation of “para-rescue teams”.  He requested three teams composed of four men: 
one medical officer, one medical technician and two weathermen trained in first aid. 

 
4. Lt. Holliday, as a para-doctor jumps from an OA-10 to a crashed B-17 in the jungles of Nicaragua on 

23 May 47.  He is finally pulled out with the one survivor he parachuted to on 2 Jun 47.    
 
5.  Lt. Holliday was sent to Washington to confer with personnel of the Headquarters Army Air Forces 

on 1 Jul 47.  From this conference, Lt. Holliday was given (pg. 20): 
A. Verbal authority, pending written authorization, to form six para-rescue teams.   
B. The authority for the formation of 10 more teams after that. 
C. The weathermen would be replaced by survival specialist (a new creation)  in the team 

composition. 



D. ARS was authorized to negotiate directly with the US Forestry Service Jump School at 
Missoula, Montana 

E. A demonstration of capability would be done on Air Force Day, 1 Aug 47 at Bolling Fld, 
Washington DC for the CSAF, national television and other VIP's. 
 
6.  Para-doctor Briggs from above, was replaced by Captain Robert Goulding making the total of 

qualified parachutists in ARS as of 18 July 47 at three officers and three enlisted men.   
 
7.  The Bolling Fld demonstration team, (the first official PJ team in the AF) consisted of: 
 Captain Pope B. Holliday 
 1st Lt. Truett V. Bennett 
 Sgt. Yrsha 
 Sgt. Holder 
 
 Captain Robert Goulding and a Corporal Thompson (both part of Squadron “B”) also did a jump 

demonstration on that day. 
 
8.  Bob Weaver was there.  However, as stated on pg. 22 of the official history: 
“Sgt Robert Weaver has returned from his trip to Detachments #6, #9, #12 and Squadron “B” where he 

gatherd information that indicated need, for bolstering the training, of ground rescue teams, rescue and survival 
equipment and medical training.”  

 
 I believe it is because of this trip that Bob Weaver was unable to train with the rest of Captain 

Holliday’s team and thus missed out on the demonstration and being a part of the “first team”.  I do not know if 
Bob Weaver was jump qualified at that time, but he is not listed as such.  He is mentioned on pg. 24-25 as” 

 “Lectures pertaining to the organization of the Air Rescue Service will be prepared by Major Perri and 
Sgt. Weaver (Survival Specialist) to be presented to the Aviation Medical Classes at Randolph Field, Texas.”   

 
9.  The first PJ’s to go to Missoula were four from the team out of MacDill AFB, Fl. during the month of 

September (bottom of pg. 25).   This was followed in November, 1947 with 5 enlisted men, two medical 
officers and a representative from HQ ARS (Lt. Elliott).  These men formed the nucleus of instructors for the 
Pararescue Survival School of the 5th ERS.  I believe this class is the one that Bob Weaver speaks of. (ARS 
Historical Report 1 July to 31 December 1947, pg 14). 

 
10. Finally, the entry on pg. 26:  
 “Ten parachutist, from different para-rescue teams, underwent training at the Forestry School.  

This class, the last to be trained at Missoula, completed its training on or about the 27th of November (1947). 
  
So, depending on what you believe, who is the first?  Sure, there were jump rescues in WWII and even 

before that.  But, I believe Captain Holliday's team was the first under the newly formed ARS. 
 
 
From Udo C.J. Fisher February 22, 2010 
Just got off the hicky dingua, talking to Bob Weaver, the original Day 1 ARS man of the 1940s. I was made 
aware of him through reading LaPointe's email (see below). Weaver now is 91 and still in high spirit, he might 
show up at the 2010 PJ reunion in Tucson. Sure was very interesting taking to him.  
Mentioning WWII combat jumps done by guys later on becoming PJs: My first NCOIC (32ARS) was 
TSgt. William 'Doc' Hyatt, who had been a USN pharmacist medic and made a combat at 
Guadacanal (spelling?) in conjunction with US Marines engagement. "Doc' was a fine man from A 
to Z, he died on an Orlando AFB hospital operating table in 1961, where he was assigned to 
HQARS. 



 
 
From Charles Hoell Feb 23, 2010 
I"m glad to hear that Bob Weaver is still with us. When Gene and Peggy Armstrong, and myself started 
working on the "PJ Book", we had contact with Bob. He provided the information that shows up on pages 14 
and 15 of the book. 
 
From Mack “Willi” Courtney Feb 24, 2010 
I think the name that you were not sure of could have been a SFC named Houle.can not remember his first name but I 
was thinking that he went through the 2nd class with Me., and regarding Henry Herbin, His MOS was 3383 which was 
survival spec list if you were a qualified parachutist your MOS was 3388 P He did not become a PJ until after 1949 
although He was one of the first cadre to be assigned to the Paraescue & Survival School.He now lives in Miani and I 
think he is ninty-one, I spoke to him late last year and He sounds strong. Cecil Hubberd pased away last year 
 
From John D. Branch February 24, 2010 
Here is a Certificate of Graduation from the 1st class, S/Sgt Weaver great instructor a great snake man also Sgt 
Henry Erben I think he was a Leg at that time; and Sgt Jerry Jacobs just came back from smoke jumpers school. 
We used old smoker gear for some time.  
John Branch  
PJ First class #1 

 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 


