
1948i
March lFAir Rescue Seruice

(ARS) headquarters established
at Andrews Field, MD, and
assigned to Air Transport Com-
mand. Primary mission is search
and rescue activity in United
States.

June-Augusi-ARS joins in
experimental U.S. Forestry
Service "container missile"
project. ARS drops containers of
fire extinguishing fluids on forest
fires to determine feasibility of
this fire fighting technique.

July-October-ARS helicopters
take part in two projects to test
airmail transport between air
terminals and large city post of-
fices. Los Angeles (July 8-26),
Chicago (Oct 1-18).

Dec. 3I-ARS is authorized 304
dficers and831 enlisted men but is
assigned 300 officers and 488
enlisted men. ARS' 116 aircraft
include C-47s, B-17s, OA-10s, L-Ss,
R-5s and AT-lls.

1947
Ifiy 23-Junq 2-Capt. Pope

Holliday, para-docior, jumps from
OA-f0 to aid B-17 crash surivor in
Nicaraguan jungle.

Sept. 9-Rescue Control Centers
established at Iowry AFB, CO;
Hamilton AFB, CA; and MacDill
AFB, FL.

1944
June I-ARS mission goes

beyond continental United States.
Bescue units organized in
Newfoundland, Labrador, the
Azores, Bermuda, Saudi Arabia
and Libya.

1949
Sept. l-Military Air Transport

Senice four-digit ARS units
discontinued and one-digit rescue
squadrors take their place.

195ct
Ja n ua ry- J une-Sixty-five Negro-

es, one officer and 64 enlisted
men, integrate into ARS unitr.

June 25-Korean War begins.
Enemy attack prevents rescue
evacuation from Kimpo Airfield,
Seanl.

August-september-All "Res-
cue" squadrons redesignated "Air
Rescue" squadrons.

ffi. r2-1st Lt. David Mc-
Daniels, pilot, and Capt. John
Shumate, paranescue specialist,
nescue a downed British pilot
behind enemy lines in Korca

earning both men the Silver Star
Medal.

Nov. lFThree ARS 5A-16
amphibian aircraft complete a
2,4fi)-mile endurance flight from
Travis AFB, CA, to Hickam AFB,
HI.

1951
July-lst Lt. John Najarian

rescues a downed fighter pilot
from North Korea. He lands on
and takes off from the Taedong
River without lights at night in his
HU-16.

Dec. 23, l95l-Jan. II, 1952-The
3rd Air Rescue Squadron
evacuates 218 front-line wounded
to the hospital ship Consolation,
one of the first ships with a
helicopter pad.

195e
July l5-31-Two AnS H-19

helicopters complete the first
trans-Atlantic helicopter flight,
touching down five times enroute
between Westover Field, MA, and
Prestwick, Scotland. Flights show
the possibility of ferrying
helicopters over long distances.

July 27-30-Capt. Kendrick
Reeves pilots an ARS 5A-16 air-
craft and rescues 32 survivors of a
commercial airliner crash in the
Mediterranean Sea to earn the
Cheney Award.

1953
Jan. 3I-A2C Reis Leming,

althongh unable to swim, saves ?/
people during one of Great
Britain's worst floods. He receives
the United Kingdom's George
Medal for his bravery.

July-December-ARS Personnel
strength drops to 6,333 PeoPIe in 55

units at the end of the Korean War.

,

1954
October-Hurricane Hazel kills

150 people in the Republic-of Haiti.
ttre zgttr Air Bescue Squadron aids
the injured and provides a town's
only outside link for a week. In
appreciation, Haiti dedicates a
stamp to the squadron.

195ei
March-The first National

Search and Rescue (SAR) Plan is
published to coordinate all United
States SAR resources and ac-
tivities. Air Force is made
responsible for U.S. inland region;
and the U.S. Coast Guard for the
maritime region.

lvlay 2S{peration Wring Out
reduces the number of ARS groups
and squadrons. Small detach-
ments w ith lightweight helicopters
increase. The detachments are
spread over a broad area after a
study shows that most aircraft
accidents happen within 20 miles
of air bases.

1957
June 25-The 8th Air Rescue

Group establishes three detach-

SPLASH HU-16 Albatross
amphibious aircraft were an
important part of the Aerospace
Rescue and 'Recovery Service
mission. This view from above
shows an HU-16 takeoff from the
South China Sea. (U.S. Air Force
photo)
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1955
July 2*-An 5A-16 amphibious

airplane rescues 19 survivors d a
ditched C-47 from the
Mediterranean Sea. Because of
the extra passengers' weight, the
plane could not take off from the
sea so it taxied 90 miles to the
coast. Enroute, survivors wene
placed on crash boats and taken to
shore.
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ments for rescue and recovery of
Strategic Air Command (SAC)
aircrews.

19E'El
Feb. l-The 2157th Air Rescue

Squadron is organized at Ramey
AFB, Puerto Rico to support the
High Altitude Air Sampling
Program.

September-An SH-19 crew
saves 48 people from an aground
Portugese ship by hoisting them in
a rescue basket to a hovering
helicopter.

1959
June 7{apt. Merle Clapsaddle

hovers his SH-19 helicopter above
2S-foot high waves to rescue seven
SC47 crash survivors to earn the
1959 Aviator's Award.

Oct. l$-Capt. Herbert Mattox
Jr., SH-19 pilot, helps evacuate 29

crew members frcm a floundering
Japanese fishing vessel for which
he receives the Cheney Award.

196Cl
March-Air Force asks ARS to

study consolidation of all rescue
functions under AR"S. Con-
solidation would include ad-
ministering Inland SAR Region,
overseas joint SAR centers and
the Local Base Rescue program at
bases in the United States.

March I8-Dec. 3I-ARS is cut to
6l aircraft and 1,450 people leaving
total resources lower than when
ARS began in 1946.

July 23-Sept. 3!-ARS provides
Congo Airlift rescue support.

1961
Jan. 3I-An ARS pararescue

specialist and a U.S. Navy diver
find a missing T-ilil pilot's body in
Florida. This is the first known
scuba operational mission by an
AR"S rescue specialist.

April I2-ARS supports the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) Mercury
man-in-space recovery
operations, the first of many
unmanned space shots supported
by ARS. ARS supported all of
NASA's manned space flight
operations from Alan Shepard's
May 1961 suborbital flight to the
July 1975 ApolloSoyuz mission.

fvlay tS-ARS is assigned to plan
military aircraft evacuation
during hurricanes along the U.S.
Atlantic Coast.

Oct. I-ARS becomes the Air
Force's single air rescue
manager.

19Ei2
April l-Detachment 3, Pacific

Air Rescue Center, is organized at
Saigon, Republic of Vietnam
(RVN); the first ARS unit there.

lYtay lFlst Lt. William Luther
and MSgt. [,awrence Seckley win
the Cheney Award for the rescue
of a climber from a ledge in the
Cascade Mountains.

June-Capts. Richard Coan and
Chester Ratcliffe Jr. establish new
world distance records in the IIH-
43 during tests in California.

Oct. 22-Nov. 2I-ARS deploys
forces to Florida bases to support
U.S. contingency operations
during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

19ei3
March l9-Capt. Glen Higginson

and lst Lt. Kenneth Glass set an
aircraft speed record (13:1.4 knots)
in an HU-16 near Eglin AFB, FL.

March 20'{apts. Henry Erwin
Jr. and LutherBrown set an HU-16
altitude record at 19,747 feet.

Nov. l-An HU-16 cnew of the
48th Air Rescue Squadron, Eglin
AFB, FL, recovers a "piggyback"
cassette from a fitan II rocket
fired 5,000 miles downrange from
Cape Canaveral, FL, the first
recovery made after a Titan II
firing.

19Ei4
Jan. I-ARS gains recovery

mission of balloons and payloads
launched by the 59th Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron (WRS)
from Goodfellow AFB, TX.

March 27-Joint Rescue
Coordination Center, Elmendorf
AFB, AK, directs entire
humanitarian effort after earth-
quake levels sections of Anchor-
age and Seward, AK.

May te-AR.S accepts delivery
of first HC-97 aircraft. HC-92
replaces HC-54 aircraft until HC-
130H becomes operational.

Sept. l-Four provisional AR^S
detachments are organized in
Southeast Asia (SEA) at the start
of an ll-year buildup of combat
rescue activity there.

Oct. l-Detachment 15, Eastern
Air Rescue Center, is organized at
Patrick AFB, FL, as the first ARS
unit specifically tasked for space
flight recovery missions. AR.S'
first two CH-3 helicopters are
assigned to this detachment.

19Ei5
Feb. l-The 48th Air Rescue

Squadron is redeignated the 48th
Air Recovery Squadron, the first
ARS squadron so named.

(continued on page C)


