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SUBJECT: BRIEF SUMMARY REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PARARESCUE TEAMS 
AND THE PART I PLAYED IN ASSISTING IN THIS EFFORT. 

l.At th~ ti•e the Air Transport .Co••and <later called MATS> 

was interested in for~ins the Air Rescue Service I was still ~versens. 

I received PCS orders to report to ATC Hqtrs. as a con~ultant in the 
for•ulation of the ARS.Thls was duri"g the period of F~b. 1946 to Oct . 
1~46. <See 3ttach•ent #I for conflr•atio" of this period of ti•e and 

assis'111entJ. 

2. In October 1946 I left the service. In early 1947 Col.Dick ~ 

K13ht, then C.O. of ARS, contacted Me and invited •• to reinlist in 

in the ARS snd assist in establishing Pararescue tea•s and training 

facilitie~ for such teams, as well as Land Rescue Tea•s. This I did in 
~ 

June 1947. <See attach•ent #2) . HEAJ~Y E~CJ~"'I ~t:c1e... ftcJ BBnRS>, ...:f· ~ 
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3. The first pararescue personnel were sent to the US Forest ~ 

Service S•okeJu•pers School at Missoula, Montana for instruction in 

advanced parachuting, use of protective equip•ent ~nd clothlns, tree 
'landinas and let-down techniques. \V. 5 ~J;t/'11-.() ~ICHllA"P' 19/~G//1 }k,t.Pl!l 
C't'P7: ? . . Q (!;> <-9 §) 

<![) . 4. The firs~ararescue teaas were established and ready for ~ 
field agsian•ent in the last half of 1947 or early in 19d8. 

5. 1~1948 I was placed on TOY to the Pentagon to design a ~ 
career prosraa for survival specialists. MOS 3383. I don'T re•ember 

whether or not the pararescue personnel were then given thls HOS or 

not. At that ti•• we established career prosression in this HOS to 

Chief Warrant Officer. 

6. In July 1948 I received a direct eo••icalon and assianed 

as Chief, Pararescue Section, Operations, Hqtrs. ARS. 



SUBJECT: SUMMARV OF SURVIVAL TRAINING IN l'HE USAF 

In 1943 Richard Howard (now Prof. Howard of Harvard Univ.) and 
myself were assi3ned to an A~ro Medical research and training staff 
under the USAAF School of Applied Tactlcs·· in Orlando, Florida. At 
that tlae we were Ar•y Air Corps personnel and at that ti•e survival 
trainlna was not. orly non-existant in the USAAF but had r~eelved f"O 

consideration by any co••and. Information re3ard1ng 111-fated aircraft 
•issions in the south pacifi~ was channeled to the School of Applied 
Tactics for analysi~. Such li•for•ation often Included data regardina 
the failure of airore~ •e•bers to survive a bailout in an isolated 
tropical envlron•ent thou4h Gufferln3 no physical injury in the bail­
out er crash landir·~~ ·:-rulil \.,,ls infor•ation Dick and I declc:ied there 
was a h13h priority for so•e type of survival training ~chool which 
would develop curricula and instructors for unit lev~l training 
schools throuahout t.he south pacific co••and as well a~ CONUS units . 
Our first att••Pta to Justify such a s chool to the powers that be we~e 
aet with failure through the disapproval of the co•aandlng officer of 
the School of Applied Tactics who continually referred to the USAAF as 
•that sod-da•ned air ar••. However in late 1943 the Pentegon dispatch­
ed a tea• of General officers and their staffs to visit all Aray Air 
Foree schools to deteraine those schoo19 requiring expansion, th9se 
which were obsolete and should be closed and to identJfy require•ents 
for new trainina progra•s resulting fro• on-going WW .I1 air coabat 
experiences. Dick and I were peraitted to . aake aver~ short present­
ation as to the need and design of a survival school to aeet not only 
the require•ents of south pacific operations bu~ · a1r op~~eilon~ 1n 

other potential areas. Shortly after this inspection tea• returned to 
Washington, D.C.the Penteaon issued a directive to the C.O. of the 
School of Applied Tactics (sa•e ~ellow who referred to the USAAF as 
•t.hat god-da•ned air ar••> to provide .J..he necessary ad•inistra·tive 
fac11it1~G for Dick and I to conduct research. desl~n curricula and 
establish the first ~urvival school in the USAAF. <Shortly after the 
school was in full operation OJck · assisted Frank and ~oh~ 
Crai3head In establishing thr Navy's survival school at Pensac~la,Fla~ 
The official desianation of the AAF school was either ln late 1943 or 
ea.c.J..y l944. I don't. re•e•ber the exact •onth. The- ~chool was placed 
directly under the co••and of Donald Flickinger (now retired AF Gen.> 

The first students trained by the ~chool ~taf f were personnel 
equip•ent officers, who ln turn were re~ponslble for e~tablishlng unit 
level survival trainlns proara•s throughout the AAF. The acade•tc 
phase ot this t.rain!na was at Orlando with the ' f teld trainin3 on 
HypoluKo Island, adjacent to Lantana Florida. About a year after the 
school was initiated I was assianed to the China, B~r•a, India theater 
t.o lead a Junale rescue t.ea• in Upper Bur•a in the Kachfn tribal area. 
The progres9 and events related to the school fro• that t.i•e untlll 
after WW 11 are unknown to •e. 



IMmedlately following WWII there were drast~c cuts in 
•illtary personnel, progra•s, and units. The School of Applied Tactics 
was a•on g~t those un1Udeactivated . However a few new orsanizations 
were for•ed for future air operation9. One such organization was the 
Air Re~cue s~rvice. The ' Air Rescue Service assu••ed the re s ponsibil­
ity of continuing nurvival training facilities for the now separated 
United States Air Force. At this tiMet In order to ~eet world wlde 
Air Force require•ents, the field trainina sites were expanded to in­
clude Florida, Texas and Labrador. 

In 1947 or early 1948 I was te•porarily ansigned to the 
Personnel branch at "the Pentason to assist in desisnina and writin3 
a career prosression pro3ra• and exa•inations for a ~urvival tech­
n i cian f i eld (MOS 3383>. Up until then survival in s tructors were 
carried under a real hodgepodge of career designations . none of which 
re•otely related to their duty assian•ent. 

The Air F?escue Ser-"J.Ce a s 9.lst•d ir. est 2' bli s h i n3 a sur-vlval 
trainlna prosra• at Chunute AFB and also assisted Jn the establish•ent 
of the survival school for the ARC Wlna at McCall , ldaho. (The ARC 
Wins oraan.lzat i on was f trst for•ed within the A.lr Re s cue Headquarters) 
Wh~n SAC f lr-st held curricula conferences for the school at Ca•p 
Carson I attended such conference at the Broad•oor Hotel near Ca•p 
Carson so a• quite fa•iliar wlth the events leadins up to and follow­
lns the lnitlatlon of the SAC school. 

So•eti•e after the SAC school was i•ple•ent~d discussions 
were held in Washln3ton resardins the pract i cality of •er3tns the 
survival phase of trainlns of the Air Rescue Service, the Arctic 
Survival School in Alaska as well as the SAC school into a ~Ingle 
school under the Alr Training Co••and. This later r e~ ulted in the 
Stead AFB location which SAC personnel were tnstru•~ntal in selectlns. 

A word in passins as to why the SAC school wa5 established 
even though approv~d survival training fac11Jt1es already exist•d 

.in the Air Foree which could have been expanded to incorporate the 
SAC requlre•ent should SAC have desired such. CThoush this is •Y pers­
sonal o inion and robabl should not appear in the history you are 
writ.inf , I be11ev• •Y exp anat.lon wt Ma e t e reason na o v ous . 
General LeMay desired SAC to be self-sufficient CrJ3htly or wrongly 
doesn ' t really aatter at this point)regardln3 several support facll­
Jtles. At that tt•e the Air Force had a large transport capabilJty 
known as the Air ~ransport Co••and, later chanaed to MATS. SAC 
atte•pted to establish their own in-house air transport facilities. 
Al though the Air Re~cue Serv 1 ce had rescue respons 1b111t1 e s for ·the 
entire Air Force, SAC atte•pted to establish their own rescue s~rvlce 
by persuadln3 the 10th Rescue Oraanizatlon ~n Alaska to for• the 
nucleus of such an organization. Bernt Balkint the C.O . of the Alaska 
organization deferred to the Air Reacue Service. SAC endeavors at 
establlshln3 these duplicate facilities all faJled except for the 
the survival school.Under this s el,-sufficieney appr-oach it should be 
obvious why the SAC school was established and also obvious why at a 
later date the Air Force directed the ••rser oP the schools for 
practical and econo•lc reasons, rather than a desire by SAC to expand 
into a larger field training area. 



With the ~stablish~ent of the school at St~ad AFB, SAC inst­
ructors and staff were transfered to Stead . Shortly after this •ove 
several ARS instructors were assl8ned to Stead AFB. ARS retained 
some of their survival instructors inorder to train pararescue and 
land rescue team meNbers. Betwe~n 1952 and 1956 I asain lost contact 
with survival training activities as I ~as on loan to the American 
Museu• of Natural History to do exploration work for the• in Thailand. 
Following this assisn•ent I joined the staff at Stead AFB. 

As you can see so•e of •Y date . recollection~ are hazy, how­
ever the following individuals •ay be able to provide •ore sp~clfic 
dates regarding th~ events I've related above. 

Donald Flickinser <Retired USAF General. First survival 
school was under his co••and). 

Richard T. Kl3ht <Retired USAF General . Was C.O. of the ARS 
w~en survival tra!nl~s ~~S?~ns!~il!t!6 ~ wer~ ~ested 
In the Air Rescue Service after WWII>. 

Ennis Taylor <ARC Wins survival trainlns pro8ra• in Idaho>. 

Burton Miller <SAC school staff •e•ber) . 

Richard Howard <Presently Professor in Harvard Univ. Botony 
deP.art•ent). 

ROBERT W. WEAVE~1 
. J9JO 36TH SI'. 

MISSOULA, MT. 5980.1 ;p,~ l 
/ :_f/11) 6YJ- 9'"'7 ~' 


