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SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER EUROPE REPRESENTATIVE TO
JOINT STRATEGIC TARGET PLANNING STAFF

BRIGADIER GENERAL RICHARD T. KIGHT

Brigedier General Richard T. Kight became Supreme Allied Commander Europe
Senior Representative to the Joint Strategic Terget Planning Staff on Sept. 1,
1965. The mission of this office is to coordinate the strategic target plans of
Allied Command Europe with those of the other forces of the RATO elliance.

General Kight began his military career in 1933 when he enlisted in the Army
Air Corps. He completed flying training as an aviation cadet at Kelly Field, Tex.,
in 1935, and was commissioned e second lieutenant in October 1936 while on active
duty as a flying cedet assigned to the Tth Bomb Group at Hamilton Field, Calif.

General Kight reverted to inactive reserve status in December 1936 and flew
for United Air Lines until his recall to active duty at Langley Field, Va., in
March 1938, where he served until 194l.

He flew with the overseas wing of the Army Air Corps Ferry Command, Washington,
D.C., from late 1941 until 1942, During this period he served as personal pilot
to the late Wendell Willde, 1942 presidential aspirant, then on a world goodwill
tour for President Roosevelt.

In December 192, hs wes transferred to the China-Burma-India wing of the Alir
Transport Cormand, vhere ho served as chief of staff and director of operations
of the "Pump" operations.
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Generel Kight returned to the United States in February 1944k 4o +take commsnd
of Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, Fla. VWhile =t lMorrison Field he wes personal
pilot for Vice President Henry Wallece on 2 trip through Siberia and Chins. From
1945 to l9h6, he commanded trensport operations on Guam.

In 1946, he was assigned as commander of the Air Rescue Service, then located
ct Vest Pelm Beach, Fla. He held this command until 1952, directing its develop-
ment end expansion and introducing present-day rescue techniques. He personally
performed much of the testing of rescue equipment and employment techniques.

His next assignment was to the Air War College at Maxwell AFB, Ala. Upon
greduation in 1953, he was assigned to Hickam AFB, Hawaii, as commander of the
1500th Air Base Wing.

In 1954, he transferred to Randolph AFB, Tex., end assumed duties as inspector
generzl for headquarters, Combat Crew Training Air Force. He was named commander
of Tyndall AFB, Fla., in June 1956, having attended and completed the F-86D All
Weether Interceptor Course offered there prior to assuming command.

General Kight, a commend pilot qualified to fly both Jet and conventional
aircraft, transferred to the 34th Air Division, Kirtland AFB, N.M., in July 1957
as vice commander. He moved up to command the 34th Air Division in July 1958,
maintaining his Jet proficiency by flying with the Air Defense fighter squadrons
under his command.

He became vice commander of the Central Air Defense Force, Richards-Gebaur
AFB, Mo., in November 1959. In April 1960, he was promoted to the rank of
brigadier general and transferred to Norton AFB, Calif., to command the Los Angeles
Air Defense Sector. He zuided the Los Angeles Air Defense Sector through its
trensition from menuel oparztion to Semi-Automstic Ground Environmeant (SAGE)
operation.
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In July 1961, General Kight trensferred to Oslo, Norway, where he essumed
duties as chief of staff, Allied Air Forces Northern Furope. During the two
years he was assigned there he was instrumental in conceiving, planning, and
effecting & reorganization of Allied Forces Northern Europe. As a result of
this reorgenization, he becanc principal air staff officer to the deputy
commander/air deputy, Allied Forces Northern Europe, a post he held until
June 1963.

General Kight then took up duties as deputy commander Fifth Allied Tactical
Air Force with headquarters at Vicenza, Italy, and held this post until teing
reassigned to his present duties.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH:
COL. RICHA®D T. KIGHT,
Commanding Officer
Air Rescuc Service

Colonel Richard T. Kight, the commanding officer of iir Rescuc Service,
has spent more than 5,000 hours in the air pioneering wartime rilitary air

routes, testing ncw transport and cargo aircraft and niloting VIPS (very
important persons) to cvery part of the iorld.

He began his military carcer in October, 1932, vhen he calisted as a
private in the Texas laticnal Guard, vhile a freshman at Texas Technological
Collcge, Iumbbock, Tcxase sbout a year later he began his flying carcer,
entering Flying Cadet training at Rendolph Ficld, Texas. iHe graduated in
October 1935, and aftor spending a year on active duty as 2 Flying Cadet was
commissioned a sccond licutcnant, Reserve, on October 15, 1936, and rcmained
on active duty for two morec months, after vhich he accepted a job ith United
Airlines, flying as co=pilot on thecir planes for 1l months.

He returncd to active duty vdth the Mir Corps ilarch 28, 19338, ond has
been in uniform cver sinces In less than a decade, Kizht rose through cach
successive rank to full Colonel, filling jobs and spccial assigmicnts of
increasing importancc,

He was awarded a rczular army commission as a sccond licut.icnt on
August 15, 1929, and served as a pilot at Langley ficld, Va., and as a group
opcrations officer for the 34th Bomb Group (H) at Viestover Ficld, ilass., prior
to the war,

Early in Scptcmber 1511, Kight was placed on temporary caty with the
Air Corps TFerrying Command, piloting aircraft for diplomatic couricr flights.
iis performance wvas so outstanding that his "tomporary duty" bceenme permancnt,
He remaincd as a special mission pilot for the Ferrying Commond, and continucd
his assigmment vhen its successor, the war-famous iir Transpert Command vias
organizcd.



Kight flew one of the early war-time transport missions to England
and in January and February of 1942, he flew a B-24 into Java, just before
the Japanese arrived, For this flight, Kight and his crew each received
the Distinguished Flying Cross.

As one of the pioneers of ATC, Kight had the honor of cerforming the
first military service tests on the giant cargo and passenger Douglas C-54,
then a new transport, now commonplace on all military and commercial air
routes, He was at the controls when the first C-54 departed the shores of
the United States for an overseas destination,

Because of his brilliant flying record and knowledge of world affairs
and protocol, Kight was chosen from among the many veteran pi“ots of AIC
to pilot the plane in which the late Mr. Wendell Willkie fl.w n~round the
world late in 1942. For this trip he won an Qak Leaf Cluster to the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the citation crediting him in part with:
"outstanding initiativeness, resourcefulness . . . o superior manner,"

During the 28,400 mile trip which touched 17 countries in five con-
tinents, Kight flew Mr. Willkie aboard the "Gulliver", as the aircraft was
named, over much ill-charted and little known terrain. It was the case
and speed with which the Gulliver made the trip that played an important
role in establishing the name "One World" for Mr. Willkie's subsecquent
book. Mr, Willkie was so favorably impressed by his military aircraft
and crew, that he dedicated the book to Kight and the Gulliver's crew
members,

Upon returning from the Willkie flight, hc was assigned to command
the first flight of C-87s (cargo version of the B-24) to the China-Burma—
India Theater, After m2king the flight successfully, Kight rcmaincd at
Chabua, the India-side terminus of the ATC "Hump" operations, He was
named operations officer and later cexecutive officer for the ATC India-
China Wing at Chabua, During his year there, Kight made numerous flights
across the Hump,

Upon returning to the United States, Kight was assigned as commanding
officer at Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, Fla., one of the largest ATC
bases in the United Stetes. After 19 months as head of this large field,
he was re-assigned to the Pacific area, taking over the helm of the ATC
base on Guam, Marianas., He remained there a year, and in the fall of
1946 returned Stateside,

His new job was as commanding officer of the Air Rescuc 3urvice, the
search and rescue organization of the Air Force, assigned as a part of the
ATC, and now one¢ of the scervices of Military Air Transport Service,

AMir Rescue Service had been organized early in 1946, to provide Air
Force search and rescue facilities within the United States only. “hen
Colonel Kight took the reins of the small, youthful service in Deeumber,
1946, he immediately instituted an intensive program of speeialized training,



initiated development and procurcment plans for nerw and impreved
cspecinlly suited for scorch ancé rescuc work; and
the scrvice sc that all rescuc activities tere bet

Uith the qxpanded specinlist training progroms, and the drive for new
cquipment and better coordination, the cffieiency of the organization increascd,
as did its fame among flicrs, both military and civilian.

In 19,8, Air Rescuc Scrvice made its first oxpansion to overscas arcas.

In his job of oversceing Rescuc flights videly scattered over the face of
the globe, Coloncl Kight has only limited time teo got into the ficld, but he
rnanages to keop a closc checl: on all activitics, particularly during an actunl
mission.

Each morning his operations personncl bricf hin on the sre-ress of all
nissions in progress, using the latest teletyped daily reperts ond Ourtln cnt
maps, Vith carcful delibcration he studics cach incident report. f 2ll doecs
not scem to be going viell with a particular scarch and rescuc off rt Kight
picks up the phonec and usu2lly within a natter of rinutes is in ccnuact wiith
the nission commander at an advance basc, asking questions and offcrinsg sug-
gestions in his slowr Texos drawl. Sonetimes, vhen an advonce basc is in
isolated territory, hc passcs nessages through the AICS radie nctvork and ARS
tactical stations which conncct all oporitlng activitics.
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The business of lifcsaving is paramount to Coloncl Kight. In a personal
rmessage to cach man of Air Rescuc Scrviee recently, he said: Miir Rescuc Scrvice
cxists only to save lives x x x In cach and cvery incident it must be prosumcd
that therc arc survivors, and cvery possiblc cffort must be nacde to find, aid
and return thesc survivors to safcty. The thoughts and cfiorts of cvery nan in
the Air Rescuc Scrvice nust be dirccted :z x x so that 211 ill know that no
lifc has been lost through a srasted ninute or a misdirccted cffort."

Except for discussing .air Rescuc Scrvice at cvery opportunitvy, hce has no
hobbics, but docs shoot goli, thc score of vhich he'd rather not discuss, and
gocs in for swimning and archery occasionally.

Richard Thomas Kight was born in Collinsville, Texas, on October 13, 1913.
The population of 653 bears out his statonent that hels "just a country boy
fron Texas, lost in the big city." He gradwated from Claude Higzh School in
the Texas Panhandle in 1931, and besides a yeor at .inarillo Junior Collcge,
attended Texas Technological College at Imbbock for another voor, najoring in
ncchanical cngincering. He was norricd to lidss June Sincloir o Tnn Ifrancisce,
Calif., on Junc 2, 1937. They arc the parcnts of two daughtcr~, _zrol .Ann and
Nancy; and onc son, Richard Thonas, Jr. They live at 38LQ “c:th Chesterbrook
Road, Arlington, Va.

"Dick" is five fcet, ten inches tall and vweighs 167 poundse. His brown
hair bears a trace of gray. He has bluc cyces, and a ruddy coauiplexion, hich
he says started vith the continual winds of Vlest Texas, and is now nicre thon
skin dcep.



