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HEADQUARTERS AIR RESCUE SERVICE
(624 AAY BASE UNIT)
AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND
MORRISON FIELD, WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

HISTORICAL RECORD REPORT
FOR PERIOD
ACTIVATION TO 1 JULY 1946
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Containing historical data compiled and prepared in accord-

ance with AAF Repulation 20-8; ATC: Rekulation 20-20, and
AR 305-105..
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INTRODUCTION

efforts bf  Colonel 'Wallace S, Ford and @ssocisted officers, whose
wartine  experiencé in rescue work throughout the theaters of war
war Adr‘Forces which eould organize,” supervise,’ direct)’and control-
the rescue ‘activities of the Army Alr Forces; and also coordinate
rescue matters‘with other U, S."agencies, “It-is the'migsion’ of-Aly:
Rescue’ Service to provide rescue'service in conformity with AR 95-1251
To ‘plan,” ¢dordinate and obtain approval of Yequirements for' personnel,
‘equipment;” InstalYations, and Tacilities of thé'Al¥ Réscue Servicey
‘To'infora’ a1 Cokipohents® of the U] 8. Ary on plansy' programs, &nd
FaciXitied’ of Uhs A7 Hesous Servicey’ to inform all°Components” of  the'
URET- Avtiy oh platis” End-prograyiy Tor Yeéscue ¥ervice’ operated by Gove
Trimsitt a gonioTes  'thex” thati the Arny Adr Forces when such' plensand
Wmﬁ&&% BhEriged Th AV requlrenents’ For résoud” perdonnel
" 3 TReLY tled and fixed Wntiom’}”ﬁo “provide 4rained

ar

gt e s

T

W?ﬁ‘aﬁ“mc 'Béryideyed 1t 19" conatituted dd'6r this Writing, was
A8 #éries ‘of ‘organiational dnd command changes, Prior
to the organization of the 62d AAF Bage Unit, p search and rescue within
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the continental U, 8, was the responsibility of the numbered air
forcess Tybyy 16%7- 20y 3rdy and lith A#. Foroes wlthin’the bounds®
atle8 oL thelr-deslghated ares; “THE' hiStory 627ALP Résode-Service
goes bakk, properly speaking, té Detembér 5" 1945, whefi'the S2d AAF:
Dadé TAEL" (Searohind Henous) wis deslzhated”ad briinlsed trdsr -
Afisrital Al Forces,

‘624 AP Dase UALL (ContiWantal Air Toress) Desfpmithd’’ THa 624
AP Bdge Unit “(Continental’ AF'Parsss) was  dssighathd srcestive 0001
hours, December S, 1945.% “The mission’ of ‘the 624 ALr 'Bdsé Tnlt (CAF)
a5 36t" Corth' 1n General’ Order Yo, 39, Was to plan and’exeduts ‘ssdrch
and rescue activities over land areas’of the z6me ¢f interior and'air-

borne’ rescue’ over such coastal waler dréds za' XA opérations may ro-
quirel ‘'The 62d AAFBU was. directed to &ssume and carry out the’respon-
sibilities of rescus then dSsipred’to the FTour continéntal air’forces,
¢ Wil 150 the rasponsibility of this”AAFRU to exéduté the CA¥ respon-
sf{ﬁiiiﬁéa’fﬁ Wirested 1n'AAF Letbsr AFRET,"datsd 23 Octover 1945, sub~
ot ™ jsistance to Forest Seryice, Department of Agriculture,”
aw&w ‘Erades’ for this " erganization weérs” 16 bé'authorized ™
the” ol ig” Deneraly " CAF;” from bulk allotments to CAV under ap-
ved Tables of Distribution in accordance with AAF Reg 150-1, The
ent. required for this: organization was authorized by Tables of
mmﬁ 20rly. tEquipment, for Army Adx, Forces;Zone of Interior
Ingtallations,¥ and Tables of Allowances 1-4i2, "Continental AAF,
Search and:Rascue” and current:changes thereto,

1, General Order No. 39, Hq, Confinental Air Forces, as amended
by 00 No, 5, Hqy CAF, dated 18-Jamuary 1946,
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§0Ts Redesignation and Assignment of the Army Air Forces Weather Service and
the Army Airways Communications Systemj; Establishment of certain drmy '
Air Forces Activisies. i (Continued)

o Effective 13 Marsh 1946, the following activities are established at the
tions indicated and assigned: to. the Air: Transport!Commandy

Aotivit Logation
rs, Flying Safety Service Langley FPield, Virginia'
rs, Aeronautical Chart Service Washington, D. C.
i#louarters, Air Rescue Service Washingten, D,!C,
Mlouarters, Flight Services Fashington, D. C.

vz 8y +Equipment for Headquarters, Flylng Safety Service, is authorized in
ance, with T/A 20-1, as amended,

.. Equipment. for Headquarters, Aeronautical Chart Service, is authoriged
ance with T/A 20=1, saremended,

f4 . -¢s ¢ Equipmend for Headquarters, Air Rescue Service is authorised in’ aecord- f
th T/A 20-1, as amended. . Necessary additional equipment required will be |
rized in accordance with T/A 1-43 (Proposed).

4, Equipment for Headquarters, Flight Services is authorized in accordanes)
T/A 20-1, as smended.

5« Effective 13 March 1946, the following units are relieved from their pre-
assignments and naigncd to the Air Transport Command for further nn. nment
quarters, Air Weather Service, without/changeiofikuthorized strengths or
onss

534 Reconnaissance Squadron, VIR, Weather
54th Reconnaissance Squadron, VIR, Weather
55th Reconnaissance Squadron, VIR, Weather
59th Reconnaimsance Squadron, VIR, Weather.

6. When the amctions directed herein have been ncconglished s report will be
tted to this office by letter and copies /furnighed . ce Commander’

.

Twenty (20) copies of the order issued pursuantito this letter will be
« ed to the Commanding Genersl, Arny Alr Forces (Attention; Publication

ﬁ Air Adjutent General), g to the distribution dirested in
P 17 e, AR 31050, No othor bution will be made to offices of
‘my Air Forees.
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Major Kenneth O, Bennington was assigned to duty as an Alr
Resoue liaison officer with the U, S, Coast Guard in Weshington,
De Cs

AY the end of this reporting period, the strength of Air Res-
cus Service , (624 AKF Base Unit), is 369 officers and 162 enlisted
men (these figures include persomnel assigned to the 5th ERS),

The following is a brief narrative account of each squadron
and detachment under Hq, Air Rescus Service, as of June 30, 19461

Sth Pmergency Rescue Squadron

_The 5th IRS was assigned to ATC and further assigned to Hq,
Ar Reaone Service, effective Uay 21, 194610 Also see separate his—
torical report.

Rescue Control Center “A®

This Control Center was originally a Sector Control, Center for
the 1at Alr Force, with station at Ardrews Field, Maryland, From
the periocd of activation of the 624 AAF BU, until the Hq, Alr Rescue
Servioe (624 AAF BU) moved to Washington National Airport on May 29,
‘the history of this Control Center and Headquarters 62d AAF BU was
more or less synonomous, since both activities were at the same
‘location, On Margh 26, this wmit was designated Sector Control Cene
ter A" under the command of Lt, Colonel Joseph ¥, Westover.

10, ATC Ltr 20-40B (2 lsé dtd 7 June 6, Subjest: Organige
%m '«éhin%r ?.’é“&'ﬁ“‘?@ Aup%mgtvmm
Pirestives wamWﬁﬁfmmh;’ Sy 8t4 3 By 1:
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for Captain Bodine to initiate immediately a system of reporting
for all units and establish a policy for non-emsrgency medical
care for headquarters personnel.

Major Frank A. Perri, Flight Surgeon, was assigned and
reported August 19, 1946. Major Perri was slso given the duty of
Group Surgeon for lst Air Weather Group (Prov), and Chief of Ear,
Nose and Throst Clinic at the station hespital.

A request for additional medical officers was submitted to
Headquarters Air Transport Command, and on September 18, 1946, four
officersy Lt R.J. Goodall, M.Cj Lt M.B. Pate, 4.C.3 Lt H.N, Hunsader,
M.Cy and Lt F.E. Miller, M.C.y reported to headquarters Alr Rescue
Servicea. These officers, who were not aviation medical examiners,
were transferred out by Headquarters Air Transport Command and
replaced by three officers who were graduates of the School of
Aviation Medicine, Randolph Field, Texas, and the Airborne Training
School, Fort Bemning, Gaorgia9. These three officers repcrted to
Headquarters Air Rescue Service on September 27, 1946, and for the
next few days were given instructions as to their dutles and
responsibilities in their pending assignments, On October 7, 1946,
‘they were sssigned as follows: 1st Lt. Albert Q. Lewis, Assistant
Surgeon of Headq_uarters Air Rescue Servicej lst Lt. Randolph W. Eriggs
to Squadron "B", Hamilton Field; and lst Lt. Truett V. Bemett to
Squadron "A", Andrews Field,

On October 28, 1946, twelve medical enlisted men reported to
Headquarters Air Rescue Service and after a series of orientation
lectures were reassignsd to units requiring medicsl personnel.

8. S0 #198, Par 9, Hq 503rd AAFEU, ATLD,ATC, 31 Aug Lé.
9. SO #198, Par 9, Hq 503rd AAFEU, 17 Aug LS.
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Personnel assigned to this section as of December 31,

1946, includes two officers and one enlisted man.
STATISTICAL CONTROL

During Captain Roger's TDY at schoel, lst L, Spotswood
Allen was asgigned as Statistical Control Officer. Due to the loss
of the civilian clerk, through reduction in force, and the ime
pending separation of Lt. Allen, only the minimum routine sctivitiss
were performed by thig section,

Upon Captain Rogerts return, October 10, 1946, reports controls

and procedures wers cstablished and the section began to function

in its capacity as Statistical Contrels At the end of this period

the section has one officer and one enlisted man assigned,
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