
April 22, 1969 

Dear General Brooks: 

This letter is written in response to a telephone request of 
Mr. Alford of your headquarters. Mr. Alford said effort was 
being made to determine the origin of the Code and Motto of 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service. 

I wrote the Code of Air Rescue Service a short time after I 
had been assigned to Command. At that time, Air Rescue Service 
was composed of small Detachments and 1 Squadroncovering the 
United States. In making my first Command visits to these units, 
I was so impressed with the dedication to duty and devotion to 
mission of the young officers and men, who were operating with 
limited guidance and left over World War II equipment, that I 
felt moved to put their attitude and performance to words. I 
had the code printed up in small pocket cards for each man to 
have and had scrolls made for the Commander's offices. 

Some time later, while Col. Hammerle was Vice Commander and 
Col. John Belchak was Chief of Staff, work was begun on an 
emblem. 

Primary effort on the emblem was carried out by Col. Belchak. 
The emblem was designed and we decided that the last line of 
the "Code of an Air Rescueman" would serve as a fitting motto 
and it was placed on the emblem. 

Very truly yours, 

Richard T. Kight 
B/Gen. U.S.A.F. (Retired) 
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HISTORY OF AIR RESCUE SERVICE 

On 13 Maach 1946, moke than 43 yeakz ago, Headquaktekz Ain 
Rescue Setvice (ARS) waz eztabtizhed at Andtews FieLd, Makyland, 
assigned to the Ain TnanzpoAt Command, and had as its pkimaky 
m.i.64LOn Seakch and Rescue (SARI in the United States. By 
May, 1949, Rescue had units in Eunope and the Pacic and 
wa4 nepoAting to the Mititaky Aix Tkanzpokt Sekvice. At the 
height o6 the Kokean Wait, the Ain Rescue Setvice waz AeoAganized 
and consisted oi 11 gAoupz and 41 zquadkonz. The vakiouz 
gAoups and squad/cons outzide the United States weke attached 
to the Aix Fokce commanding genertats in the appAopAiate theatens 
Lon opekationat contkoZ. Duking the Kokean Wait, the 3kd Ain 
Rescue Squadkon nescued a total o il 9898 UN pensonnet. including 
996 combat saves. Fallowing neductionz a litet the Konean Wait, 
ARS &indeed to thnee squadkons and 1450 pensonnet. 

In 1961, ARS waz tazked with necoveny opekationz tiok manned 
and unmanned space openations az well as planning 4ok evacuation 
oi mititaky aikckait du/Ling hukxicanez. Local haze nescue 
detachments wene assigned to ARS, and the command gkew to 
10 squadnons and 2700 people. AA the wan in Southeast Asia 
(SEA)escalated, Rescue continued to gnaw. On 8 Januaky 7966, 
Aix Rescue Sekvice waz kedezignated the Aenozpace Rescue and 
Recoveny Sekvice (ARRS), and in 1968, HQ ARRS moved li'tom Oktando 
AFB, Flonida to Scott AFB. In 1969, the 40th Wing and the 
414t Wing wene designated at Ramstein and Hickam, Aespectivety. 
In 1970, the 39th Wing waz activated at Richakdz-Gebauk AFB, 
Mo. In 1971, 39ARRW moved to Egtin and ARRS gained a new 
tka.in-ing wing, the 1550th at Hitt AFB. FAOM 1 Decemben 1964 
to 31 Decembek 1975 ARS/ARRS pensonnet in SEA Awed the lives 
oi 4120 penzonnet -- 2780 we/Q. combat AaveA. 

Again the con action. In 1973, 35 local base nescue de-t4 
weke clozed and the 40th Wing was deactivated. The 
37th Squadkon Aaized its gag with the mizzion oi SAC mizste 
zecutity zuppoAt. In 1974, the Aix Fonce Rescue Cookdination 
Centex (AFRCC) became tiulty opekationat. In 1975, the 414t 
Wing became the 414t Rescue and Weathek Reconnaissance Wing 
az the unit moved to McClellan and azzumed kezponzibititiez 
Loh aikbotne wuthen neconnaiszance and aik zampting. FOA 
Aevekat yeakz, Rescue xemained xetativety stab& with thkee 
wingz (Egtin, McCtettan, and Kikttand), Zquadkonz likom England 
to Kokea, and a herulquaktekz at Scott AFB. In 1983, Rescue 
metged with Special Opekationz to liokm the 23/td Ain Fonce. 
The AFRCC waz kedezignated HQ ARRS to maintain the Rescue 
'gag. Fon the next zix yeakz, teokganization and unit name 
changes continued cubninating on 1 Auguzt 1989 with the 
deactivation oL the 414t- Wing and HQ ARRS and the keactivation 
oL Aix Rescue Sekvice with woktdWide nesponzibititiez tiok 
nescue, weathet neconnaiszance, aeniat sampling and SAC mizzite 
zuppont. Headquantenz ARS wilt be at McClellan AFB. 

As Aix Rescue Setvice entekA a new phase °A itz Itatoky, the 
men and women who have been a pant oi Lt z past have contAibuted 
to Saving moke than 24,000 tived--neanty 4000 oL these wene 
combat zaves--since that day in 1946 when ARS waz bokn. The 
Rescue motto continues: "Theft things we do that othekz may 
live". 


