April 22, 1969

Dear General Brooks:

This letter is written in response to a telephone request of
Mr. Alford of your headquarters. Mr. Alford said effort was
being made to determine the origin of the Code and Motto of
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service.

I wrote the Code of Air Rescue Service a short time after I

had been assigned to Command. At that time, Air Rescue Service
was composed of small Detachments and 1 Squadroncovering the
United States. In making my first Command visits to these units,
I was so impressed with the dedication to duty and devotion to
mission of the young officers and men, who were operating with
limited guidance and left over World War II equipment, that I
felt moved to put their attitude and performance to words. I
had the code printed up in small pocket cards for each man to
have and had scrolls made for the Commander's offices.

Some time later, while Col. Hammerle was Vice Commander and
Col. John Belchak was Chief of Staff, work was begun on an
emblem.

Primary effort on the emblem was carried out by Col. Belchak.
The emblem was designed and we decided that the last line of

the "Code of an Air Rescueman' would serve as a fitting motto
and it was placed on the emblem.

Very truly yours,

Richard T. Kight
B/Gen. U.S.A.F, (Retired)

RTK/pw

THE KAMAN AIRCRAFT CORP.
_BLOOMFIELD, CONNECTICUT




HISTORY OF AIR RESCUE SERVICE

On 13 March 1946, mone than 43 years ago, Headquanters Ain
Rescue Service (ARS) was established at Andrews Field, Maryland,
assigned Lo the Ain Trandpornt Command, and had as its primary
mission Search and Rescue (SAR) 4in the United States. By
May, 1949, Rescue had units in Europe and the Pacific and
was nreporting o the Military Air Transpornt Service. At the
height of the Korean War, the Ain Rescue Service was reonganized
and consisted of 11 groups and 41 squadrons. The various
grhoups and squadrons outside the United States were attached
Lo the Ain Force commanding generals in the appropriate theaterns
for operational control. During the Korean War, the 3nd Air
Rescue Squadron nrescued a total of 9898 UN personnel including
996 combat saves. Following nreductions after the Korean War,
ARS dwindled to three squadrons and 1450 personnel.

In 1961, ARS was Ztasked with necovery operations §or manned
and unmanned space operations as well as planning for evacuation
0§ military aircraft dwving huwviicanes. Local base nescue
detachments were assigned to ARS, and the command grew 2o
10 squadnons and 2700 people. As the war 4n Southeast Asia
{SEA) escalated, Rescue continued to ghow. On 8 January 1966,
Ain Rescue Service was hredesignated the Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Service (ARRS), and in 1968, HQ ARRS moved §rom Orlando
AFB, Flonida to Scott AFB. 1In 1969, the 40th Wing and zhe
418t Wing were designated at Ramstein and Hickam, nespectively.
In 1970, the 39th Wing was activated at Richards-Gebaur AFB,
Mo. In 1971, 39ARRW moved to Eglin and ARRS gained a new
training wing, the 1550th at Hitf AFB. From 1 December 1964
Zo 31 December 1975 ARS/ARRS pernsonnel in SEA saved the Lives
of 4120 personnel -- 2780 were combat saves.

Again the contractions. 1In 1973, 35 Local base rescue dets
were closed and zthe 40th Wing was deactivated. The
37th Squadron naised its §lag with the mission of SAC missle
decunity support. In 1974, the Airn Force Rescue Coordination
Center (AFRCC) became §ully operational. 1In 1975, the 41st
Wing became zhe 418t Rescue and Weather Reconnaissance Wing
as the unit moved o McClLellfan and assumed nesponsibilities
for airbonne weather neconnaissance and air sampling. For
deveral yearns, Rescue remained nelatively stable with three
wings (Eglin, McClLellan, and Kirtland), squadrons §rom England
Zo Konea, and a headquarterns at Scott AFB. 1In 1983, Rescue
menged with Special Operations to fornm +the 23rd Airn Fonrce.
The AFRCC was nedesignated HQ ARRS to maintain the Rescue
tlag. Fon the next s4ix yearns, nreonganization and unit name
changes continued culminating on 1 August 1989 with the
deactivation of the 418t Wing and HQ ARRS and the reactivation
of Adn Rescue Service with wonrldwide nresponsibilfities §or
nescue, weather reconnaissance, aerial sampling and SAC missile
dupport. Headquarters ARS wilf be at McClLeflan AFB.

As Adn Rescue Service enterns a new phase of its histony, zthe
men and women who have been a part of its past have contributed
to saving more than 24,000 Lives--nearfy 4000 of these were
combat saves--since that day in 1946 when ARS was boan. The
Rescue motto continues: "Thede things we do that others may
Live".
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