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g._i_n SEA LIND RESCUR ORGINIZITION AND OPFRATION
1. Introduction, Vhen the Unlted Stdtes entered the war the AaF had

no rescue facilities whlch were de51gnated as such. True, 1nd1c1dual fields .

had crash boats and crash trucks, and 1nd1v1dus1 organlzatlons "had perform—

ed some spcctaculer rescues, But all rescue act1v1ty depended upon lnr
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dividual commandlng offlccrs or operatlons offlcers.
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hs the war progrcssed the neud for a coordlnated rescue program was
seen and the proper muchlnery for operating such a: progrﬂm was set up,

Squadrons WLre tralnud as rescuc squadrons, spec1al communlcatlons nets

- were lmld out to hslp the pllot in distress, radar ststlons were set up
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with the primary purpose of trncklng IFF SLgnsls, long renge boats were

set p“trolllng sca routus, and yct w1th all thlS mﬁchrncry for rescue

the prlm”ry fa ctor in suceessful rsscus is stlll tho 1n1t11t1va of thv in-
div1ausl._ If'a pllot in dlstrcss_doesn‘t send out a Maydny or S80S in time,
all this mrehinery cannot function.' If a commundlnp Of*ler dOLu not

train hlS men in roscuc procedures, somu of thcss men mJy be lost unnecess=~
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urlly  The sad fact is that no orggnlzatlon, howevcr claborsts, can do a
8 man's thlnklng for thim, But,: and: thls has bccn provcn bv actual tust 1n

© the Eighth air Force thc more a msn knows absut rescue the 1ess ncod

there is' for him to bc rcscued.

Rescue and 2 knoml;d:c of the corrcct rescus proceuurc is thc 1nd1v1— S Sy
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dual PuSpOﬂSlblllt[ of every man in the nAF who fllCS or who has snythln5

to do with-operations,
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1, Introduction., army «air Force personnel in the Pacific arca are

now flying over t»rraln varying from arctic nountains to tropic jungics.,

Yet, no maetter what the terre >in,. meny of the problems of rescuc are
fundamcntally sinﬁlaf. ACQrtainly, as. long as 2irplanes fly and fight
Crews are bOLng to h°vc to be rcgcugd and brought back to fly agaln.

_In mountQLns, dCSLrt, Junﬁlo, or sea tht pr1n01olc° of successful res=-

.dué'ﬁlll dpply. Tru . the tactics-of rescue will-vary with the terrain

but an flClent emerr‘ucy cammunlcatlanh systcn will be'as useful in: -

the arctlc us 1n the trﬁ 1cq;'spbcd in rcscue ‘is as essential in the
mountzins as in thb dua"rt _anﬁ na substltutb will wver be found for ' 1

training an alrcrbw ln crergency proccduru.

Sl le Lung qucue ln n]mSkl. ‘The_fbllowing expractifrom the
operations m&nunl uf tx\ nlqu?n Dlvl ion of th\ #TC outlincs a system
ofv Air L‘nd Rescue wliich hHS'provgd'vxtrﬁmcly suc0£5:ful. Most of the

tcchnifues~outlin¢d hereieonldbe used in.anyv.land area, no motter what
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use of frcilities of* the civil 2irline to the extent thoy are mede avails
able, - These reqdcsts will be canflr._n in writin; t53 this Headgnerters

end will be:so caordin&tcu as torfc1;uvb the U.S, ~Government from any and

eakd responsibility in connc ctlan with life and propscrty of the airline op

thcir passengers,

7« . Support ilissions
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cal aid: One member of the mediesl »orachutist unit of

“each Ill?n will accompany thu scarch element of that f£ii ht on scaren
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missians. He will =ct as obscrver: *nd will be prepared to moke a pare-

§ chuted descent ik necaesss rv. The full complement of ncﬂlc“l parachutists

will be dropped to satisfy medicrl.nsed when necessors
Bt f;}g': b. Supp! rt ng cch t nu SLpp_lLS suitcble for' scmipermanent

L : hOSplt”ll’ﬁtlun, camp Ls*"b imcnt m:int;nanca will be furnished by
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& ~c§r5¢ pirnnb”tb Sih nucqbi.

iE o ;'3-~~* : Ce -nlt, sustﬂ;nlng,-tnrhe Nhn, cL thing andifood; standzrdized
sc San”ll" '?l l _:r“:rutcd in such gusntity os ‘may be necded for the

fgnips*gn thc'grcuﬂi. Zachiel £ will supply 2204
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1d ta furuiqh suppllc and equip~
a‘thb numbcrs ot uch ‘personnel rni
_st tnruc ¢ Js i B l b:jpénSid;rcd'is.

crsonnel ,




navigational infofmﬁﬁithSQéﬁ'asffikesﬁéﬁéicdufécs £d:fly and by leading

in lost planés by~fesduefairéfaft;’j £ ar

The Second ﬂlr Forcc he 'S, plonoered in'. tnothcr physe of rescue work,

That phase is; the emplovment of p"rachutlng fllght surgeons as an emergen~
cy measure to tuke cerc oz surv1vors untll a ground pﬂrty can rpﬂch the
crash, Opcra u1ng 1n thv Rocky Lountalns for thc most pﬂrt, SOﬂbtlﬂBS
lﬂnd¢nn on tcrruln over lO OOO fnpt hlbh, thcsc men. have s=vcd scores. of

llvoso

b, Overssas ulthcr th; nrmy thCﬂter comm*nder or thc Navy area

commander’ is respﬂﬁélblesfor rescug. Thls P\SpDnulblllty is ulwﬁys deleta-
ted to task force ar:air fbrccfcommrnders, who in turn delégate it to

lower echelois, uneil .=qaily;the'responsibility rasts.dn the commond ing
officer of 2 rescusc grodap or task force, When Army and Navy units are
working to"rthhr,"the Navy usurdly assumes the fesépnsibili£y.for fescue
though they may cmploy =~ my units..

€. The AirlTrﬁnsport Commﬁnd.hrs-bceq_charged with @hc_respon:.

'sibility of mrintaining reScue coverage on all thcir routes thot are not
covercd by the thbdturs through whlch the routes pass. This‘responsibility

has becn delegated to the d1v151ons by aTC HcadquartLrs.

L. Orgznizztion, Training{ and Equipment of Emergency Rcscue-Sguadron 3
8, The average Emcrgency Rascue squadron now in the theaters

consists of scveral~0iA-10's, & slightly smailcr_number of B-17's carry-
ing 2irborne lifcboats, and a.fcw each of I~5's and C-47's, Hclicopters
are soon ta be added to this list., ILond Rescue squadrons omit the Oa-10's
and.the B-17's, rqplacing theklwith smﬂller amphibizns ahd more C-47!s,

b, Trlining on £HuiOA-lO'§ and the B-17's is given at Keesler
Ficld, Mississippi., The course is hcrvy on-navigntionlﬁnd scamanship,
Grodu-tes of this OTU hove picked up 1267 AAF aircrew who would otherwise
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