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In the spring of 1945 the need for lonmg-range rescue aircraft teo
sccempany raids on Japan led to experiments with E-29's fitted with o
1ifeboat. Although finelly successful, the experirerts were not completed
iy time for B-29's with lifebeats to see action in the war. DBe29's were
sventually used for rescue purposes in the bonbing missicns agsinst the
Jepenese home islands, but their duties were confined to sesrch, orbit,
«nd dropping emergency equipnent.”

Besides saving lives on the ses, the emergency rescue air sguedrens
ard boat crews were often called upon for lsrd sesrch and rasc;,;e. Even
in the wide resches of the Pacific scme sirmen did menzge to hit the
islands, dwerfed thouch they were by the water expanses surrcunding them,
Friendly netives ofter hid Allied pilots end managed to convey word of
thelr presence to the neerest AnF forees. Lvacustion by edr or bost vas

then ‘arranged.

i

Regcue facilitiez were elso used for many purpoces oiher thax rescue,
frigoners were sped by rescue planes to intellirence officers for interropeti
iritically wounded or ill perscns were evacusted for treatiert, srd
intelligence persommel were dropped behind the eneny limes, Cariying
7“’35&5&5 apd suprlies to guerrilla forces, particulyrly those in the
Frilippine Islands, was often a duty assigned to reseve perconnel, anc air
Téseue planes were slso used for meintaining lisison between cervices, for
thotographic missions, &nd for reconnaissance, Doat units were coumonly
“eed for transportetion and evacuation missions, and there were severel

instances of crews uhose duties seemed to consist largely of providing
*®creationsl trips for olther military personnel .3‘1




