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howeveirs ” After only four months ;of.%;ac.te.iyltx; in India, the unit. was
transferred to Oldnawa where it was programmed. to provide rescue ..
suppmforthe all’out blowagainst the:Jepenese malnland, . The....
7tH never bécame ‘operational:in its .new location--the wvar iendedy ..,
' “The China’theiter possessed the first operational unit specifi-
cally designed for rescue work. Here during the spring of 1943, .
personnel assigned to the India-China Wing,:Air Transport Command,
mw,daml]molc rescue wnit,  Operating from an airfield
at’ Chabi this unitescomposed:of medical and survival specialists—
would“procéed overland inta the:Jungle;end recover downed airmen,

‘Althotigh 'not constituted as an mm:eammizatimdl%’

séréTabf1ized to'searai forsdouned afrcraft.and once.s crash site.

"Was spotted;‘uere;used to transpert the rescue team to the landing .
'stri%f?’ﬁéér'e‘ﬁ?th"effcrashtazait.ea-?t- Likewisey: sircraft were used.to
“rembve’the' team'and survivers after completion. of the mission. .
it ¢ regulaﬂorcemtmtea serialiyescue unit;did not materialize
* unbir ‘ht.e n the' vary but its operation had ®:.significant effect ..

Mg %M‘.& dmx,opmntof m present ‘Al Rescue Service,. The




Chlna ﬁing Ai: Tra;:sport Command locat.ed a:h Chabua, China. 'me

saTwie wan negdeds R

dss!on of the organization was to pmceed overland im;o t,bs
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,mle and recover dqwned aircrews Sevaal m!ssions was type
jenteld 8 ie%ta o 18 dmy hayg LRTEG .

A n-{'\-«'

¢ e

1‘,,

.t,mto thetlanding s}:rip nearest thc site andto remcvemteam

aid

In gaxly Augnst ;9&3, a C-hé carrying a total of 21 persons. got.
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{n trovble over an unchart.ed momt.ain area near th_e China-Buma
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plane, This was not an ordinary amgency Amng thc‘ ssengers. . .
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were officials possessing 1x¢inate knouicdge of t.he war plan for the
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lorth Burma campdgn, several hlgh ranldng Chinzs atnv afﬂcm,‘am
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General of the Indla-muna Ving ordered that. coatact with the s
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vivors be made 1mecum1y and au _necessary rescug procedures be
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instituted, By rare good fortuns, the survivors
hers owlbh less seriow injuris

within an hour, suppues were gy and surv!vai insttuctlons
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that medicalassistance was needed.. This posed a major. problem:|
for the location bfrath; group,’ perched:on top of: a small platea;x, i
mdic@ed@t.eu;m 12 day trip-through unexplored:head=hunter. : .
territoxj'.ﬂrr:f.;« pegsesk o b raoes (8 \, s

The ;onrly’-possibleaaolution appeared to be:a parachute jump by
qualified personnel, :This was a new idea and a procedure that was-
militarily unprecedented and umacceptable. Nevertheless, Lt Col§nel
Don Flickinger, Wing Surgeon, who had made one parachute jump in
1941 testingirescue’ gear, and two medical-corpsmen; Sgt:Harold
Passey; and; cﬁg.a;uxnm MacKenzie, who had never,’jumped, volunteered
to go to:the:aid of .the survivers. 'These men:bailed out:-at.the .
pilot!s ‘.s,igx,xa; and;drifted down:within easy reach of: th&.;:a.mp;site.
ek ‘I‘heyﬁfmmd the‘..rgroupg.auve except; for the copilot:who. had: not
cleared:the plane:and’had crashed. with 4ts . The radio operator: had: il i,
a broken:leg; ong:passenger:a broken ankle,-and there were six; i
others with’ less:serious. injuries. . For t.bazmxt.:fpﬁé&h," these three:
medics cared for:the:sick and wounded, aided by friendly natii;fzsbgé 2

until the party:was led.to ‘safety. . ..: Sty lenehad
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. Thus.was concluded the £irst recorded’pararescue mission,-of
which there. have been ‘many in.-the present Air Rescue Services 7+
Today,: a dedicated highly-trained group of pararescuemen comprise
an important segment: of the rescuz facilities now presenty in ARS. -
But approvaliof the idea &t that time was not-immediate, ” In fact,
for several months Colonel Fiickinger.was in danger: of disciplinary
action for his 'untsuthorized Jump, oo oo Anstusiors o H1%

Rescm'l‘rainitgbm‘im Uog_Ig‘Har IDwsemel of e el deleadment

. The need for highly trained Rescie crews’ forduty’in w11t
thesters of: bperations.vas récopniked-early 1nthé' wari : Sigplylng
these crews became: the task of-’:‘-the'fEﬁgm%mmcﬁoﬁwf fepml
Keesler Fiﬂd; Mississippi. The Marine Training Branch-ewhich
trained: 95:boat: erews before: It wis discontinuedesyas act fvated at
New Orlesns Aruy Al# Base &5'a Quarteimaster ftngtion U Febdunry 1943,
In Hovember the: job became an Afr Corps responsibility andieurly in
19k the ‘unit s itrans ferred to Gulfport,Mississppls® The’Afrcrew

Training "w‘héaﬁ 4 operst lone-at Hand 1ton Fle1d Californie,

iedp ol oy M el e at
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Rescue 's Militam Role

In the'minds of: many people, the ‘humanitardian aspect of the: l:r:
Rescue mission' has' perhaps, because ofthe ‘Ame rican value ‘of human -!:
1ife,  tended 'to  overshadowthe:primarily  military aspectiofithey i2-

Air Rescue ‘Service, #This is'a falldcy. Air Rescue Service was-

activated ‘in 1946 ‘in answer to a need, generated:during World: War II,
for- a ‘specialized ‘organization devoted to providing rescue coverage -

for downed ‘or distressed ‘military airmen.:.There has been nochange ' -

in ‘thisprimary mission. ' The 'aid given ‘civilians<=both American and .

foreign-—~hds been‘a by-product of: thisi purpose;: s wred i-uni @iz

Orbits itIntercepts, and Escorts:, oo wol trocids® siesions {lowg

"IUIkir Rescue guards the air lanes of the world and when a plane

become 5" Lodt For ‘devel6ps itrouble) arcallito theinsdrest ARS(uilt brings:

help: ““When large ’flights of military:aircraft-make long hauls over': .an

witer 6riremoté 1and ‘ndsses; Rescus aircraft fly-what istérmed an 47

*;féz’““‘am T

25 g7 ~ 2fiong - havs made up c porvion of

3

orbit mission“and<take*upistations.at'strategic;points:alongithe prow -

poséd ‘route -to render navigationaliand ‘comunications. .assistance and tai::

be“in“the vieinity should any difficulty:develop.. . Whi.s

130
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was' alnostiimpenetrable: -~ helicopters were ngeded. ::The: Commander's: et
MaJor Robert Rizon s 2 san with years of rescua work.behind him < :on

mt An.a:enll to.Alp Rescue Service He ers for an agsisteing the

§

ws, The Swiss mission and a similar call for a helicopter in the
State afi:Washington hed:.proyen Rescue's;need.:for its: owm C=82,:t0 tuing
mpmmthu ‘efficient: plece. of; rescue ‘equipnent..-Whern Rizon's s,
call came “khrough,: 4RS; had, the: first of ‘three,C-32!s essigned-and: ‘i
ready 9 90w An Re5. was dismantled, -loaded on the Taygo: plane, adiing
sent .out 'to the-Nicaragusn operstional site,.Here:the maching: again.:
proved-{£s smrthy keeping dn:close cantactwith ithe:survivors andres,
rmmmjmﬁqw Btk eal

Wm ifirstoocourring B o:result of: the Nicaragusn mission
Value:oft Pararescie s, hd deen pealized By RS dey personabising
and wction-had been, taken during the opening months:of ASLT: L. suth-

orie o «£ide Pararescus’ teamsy:i Assigned:to.the Sth Emergency

Rescus: Squidron wes & young medical officer by the ‘risme of Pope B

HolL{dRyr MACEEBEHIR,"RE RS 8166 4" Jisipes A} Pedobit1Ag ERE" tine




Vit ot siecess il Rescue ' operations, was'a prine mover 1f'the attempt

’

€57 get AN Feddgnition' 0£ thls  technique: “The same technique had'beeh

by rrpees

5o sdeqimtely and’ dranatically proved by Colonzl Flickinger during’the

i
Bds

w3 3 pugn gl A sun s Foan ¥ et on T A @adoan Ton Simrmereetogs .
o8 s wod two survivel specisiists. oo Sovesloo

#ed; Ufhe proposal  to’use: the Pardréscus’ téchnique regularly was being
hom’ldareda%h!gher headquarters when the Nicaraguan crisis broke.
Houida&“mmpa&nedtoummammam made’a spectacular jump
{ntd-the' Juhigle"to' Bid'a-dlsabled survivor of the B-17 crashi “Finding
RS RAfH KA 1Y dedd  fPom’ shockjand-1ck of “1o0d " 6r water,” éamas&i Wrent
BB WOHIG"<S1xTURF8 Tatar! Whii' i Groind party bioke  throughts’ then,

& 4

the victinlim s"?’iﬁbiﬁéf‘{gf‘*’ﬁjﬁ BUg . Suevival Schoel ~ombiciod by the

h aevey 2O . 1L D Jerpean med Zum moyese  Pea AT v” A :
Wqui@;~ﬁgt¢&§tiéfnLvﬁfivxirj%i-‘orée “planhiers. - “The resutbs’irere’ /s
e . ]

équipment uese £5°peCE LIS Sasler €6 ObtaLn,® £ 1y Torce and fhe

Gather tﬁ‘ £

- 1 2 " e md* P Tlend Lpnd ho o A SR N
LOf the Govermment of the Uniled Statles indicated

whe - Thecijcaragudh sission dafinftely:establistied . the rieed for




Para-doctors and Para-rescuemen in ARS. In July 1947, a conference
by w&lp#i Ok A e R B W LIENEILGHER: LDEAE

14 ronal wig Coitp OABRTEY Wi i

was held with Hq 1§1§F n W hlngton which result.ed in an mxthori:ation

b ***”ﬁ:m«h.. che “duiielensy and 2L

to organize and t.rain axgs o each ;cmosed of one doctor, two

e pade 1o the veo *a»#».ah.g o R4 230U

medics, and two survival speci}alists. In November, five enlisted

»‘%#,rw-w% do pd geonrs oA ey g g g e

men, two medical officers, and a reprgsentative irom the A-3 (Opera

o
¥
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tipns) Section .t‘ Hq ARS participated in a two-week course of training

nv Py 4,
g I »-u.b FuiE O B

at the Forest Servic WFire Jmnpers" School in Montana. - This was the

w;)(‘\&f_qm zn L ,

first active step in implmenting plans previously formlated to have

$€99 e
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Pararescu capable of jumping to survivors under all terrain,

Lhe 35" J':}Afl :}“‘f"m., CRABGDDIy WRE @ e SOUAEL SISO PI04U, PLSRIUR

parqﬁhut ’ the nucleus ri truqt.or
5 l‘lﬁ%miuoxis f‘"ii’. g PJ,“}X“ Ve s 4 _}, Cadiss &3k 9 QS ;

oy ’Um. &8

m Kz/p, " R r?,w, - o MW y) a}cii ,}- 3-“:"3"“

‘ Scho l ted
pex;gml tﬁ A :wﬁ 28 andSurvival o ;;ondnc by the

5th Res n- thereafter at MacD{ll AFB, E}w&da.
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Th% s 1947 and 1948 were active ones for ARS, , In July, 1947,
tamyy D Ge T THES a8 o ®oRa 7 R A 72}

'&tw&g\ ‘fs %3 H s B Leoy :’vr 2}“’4‘)“‘!&

Presidetxt Truman s!}gned the Armed Forces Unification Act,r creating a

@awmﬁ ARS and- (nproved {0 crpabliisy. My faln g, bagides
Departmant of the Alr Force, co-equal with the Army and Navy. The
s hemdotarters in Vashinglon, REEE L r2 gguaarons and Len

reorganization and contemplated ion of the Air Force ,and the

& i:g;‘yf SpRad st oveED 6«‘3«; United States.  Taz :t vty Wi i iy RAM and

trend of tgunkin g of the Gaverment of\the ngted States indicated

Liig remained 8% Maooiliy O Was LOCAted av rups Al

esponsibility of“%,t;xe Air Rescue Sefvice, Under. the
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Toddership of Colonel Kight, plans and policies were formilated that
“Inéreaded the efficlency and effectiveness of the organization. Plans
“efé‘made for'the Féorgantzation of ARS'to facilitaté better réscue’
cmrageaMSectu‘émoreand ‘better equipment for the futire.” Train-

“ing prograns were instituted to insure properly trained persomnel for

a9

Wy

“Expansion to Cover the United States.

SR Vi dhering £6”the contemplated plans for expansion, Hq ARS, as well
“%3 ‘the Hq Sth Rescue Squadron, was moved from Morrison Field, Florida,

23 WBEDI1 Fleld Florida, auttng the'sammer o2 1947, in Gier Yo'l-

“gentrallze Alr-Transport Command activities, Hq ARS was again re-
‘180at8a 21918 bime ‘<= {n"December ‘1947 — at Gravelly Point, Washing-
ton, D, €. “This*ms just'one part’ef a general reorganization which™

4t canl indd“ARS' St tapréved 148 capabt Tity. By Febiuaty 1518 besides

.

oot gdama B fogierad S o ff Siom | s o s 5 Doy Sy b, T Bewmid jOLHE
“the headqus “in’vastiington, the command ‘had ‘thrée’ squadrons and’ten

i1 epiead Bk bvestha T bad States . e i) with"1ks VAW i

#e o
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< 5% § Pframer eam@ don guomtar pmn e Paso soped R L P e L) §e S n
rolinaj and Flight "D# was stationed ‘at Westover AFB, Mass.®
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In"Stpport and for Search and rescue missions, s teim ompos edofthe
c-h?, ‘the iy and’ thé’ 1513 was Bvallable, The C-B7 ‘Douglas’ ‘Loadmegbtes %
|

uas fzighly vatuable 1n 1ong’ range searches and for carrying equlpment
Yoiilevel searches and for Thnding on small Gprépated Tanding Bites
for Tecovery of survivors. ' Besides aircraft, ARS ‘units had ground -
equlment comosed of “Weasels" Jeeps and tealleps, - 00F lemiioal
I 1 petsonil “Reboiis s In renaricbly Bettes shife’ thisin 1€ vaiir
tuo yoars previdis.  AHS vas muthorized 382 ‘officers’ 6 ‘1175 énlisted

s W ey,

i Mmm, tﬁé‘“cmnd s ‘operating at 97% of m iadthor{zd~

160 2= 318 6FPlcsrs and 1173 men S dind bes1dss Having mose perecniel,

they vore how Debter Latisd (T e F1ying oekitets Fad Bicins doaiinted

'ﬁiﬁthescue alreraft and techniques. Aggressive OJT programs had

oo

'ra!sed the' skﬁl level'of the men and a rigorous survival school was

helng Condudted By the" S4h Tescle Squadron Bt MadbI13" Spectatiy:

i 7 §(f'§‘ g%fa':. £ *‘g

e e el S i olisoded - o PR dos S W L
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Westover, Selfridgey: Lowry,: Hamilton, 'Gooaei‘i Ba:f ‘and Ernest Harson, 5«
~These: teams stood ready-to:jump.to theaid of -crashed airmen in ureas
inaccmxm.e by hthermm. % ApRrmanay gear tod olethivg e abrosd
- oinAlge gvallable wefe ground Yescue teams comprised lnt‘ §ix men ¢
who'were trained:in survival and medical techniques: ~They were.as
“fully hireparedfia‘s -the Pararestuemen except for the jhuping capability.
The ‘equipment sthey carried and their sbility to use it were identical,
‘These teany:were tsed: wvhere jumps ‘or helicopter recovery was imprace
tigali+ Sametimes ‘gutded by observation aircraft; these men moved
inko.the ‘crash-site and transported survivors to suitable pleces for
iragy joplandipremival o Thely basic means of transportation was the Me29
"Wed§e1"4 uhith i thi St ‘uaterpt Llar treads could 9o <ust about
avherdsd B sbigel landling on the howl & et end noeed ovay &p

Gy L : g b Toabian kil s o . B B B S X hron nyds
¢ nvm:‘ GRPW Qr ”19&8.5 & HETR I ‘I, SRk Ry B DROWVEDe . a, QLR WEE
Rt D : : (o e

cl2iiniThat:thigorganization with:1ts equipment ;- t.talmd"pcrsorml,
i wm&ew&mw could handle ‘the:job wasivividly portrayed in
WNW mwwmmmlcwapwmm of. 1948 ‘v~ & mission

wfraught mw»danget‘ but mcmm despite terrifie dbstacles, £ ooe
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‘performed their jobs dlstlmtlon while participating in over .

Sy D Yay e %'xﬁg’w# J\b R R T FA RS R WAR R TR Lol WERGL A

1,000 actual life-saving missions during L T

,;'»‘ ‘_: S LV % b teg fUER

§ 115s1on Bxpanded to Civilian Ald.

W g e s 5

| force of the UsSy Alx Force; @ large percentage of Rescus efforts .

{ 1n 1949, the people of the United States were treated to an exhibi-

tion of Ar Resous capsbility.. In January a severe blizzard struck

/'t.he central and western areas of the United States, Roads were .

EEAe S

blocked 7= isolating citles, towns 77 and mal areas. £;'oa th.eir

déﬁ ‘Db:r’crv- -Jﬁ-x .‘.“uma.si‘!

- sources of ,$uplyy .Both people and livestock were in dire need

£y 3 LA 4« J

of ;’ood.“Ev,en the trains

: L'?Fg @hwﬁwﬂr» (‘»Avw r»;:g Wit Ji-ﬁ-

running and five or i, intet- b

i dhe S

A

WS whie EROR

cont!nental MX% WERE., ’m“d on the tracks “t?out%mlofhfm‘f

1(" AT PRy

call was genﬁ t.p he Alr Rescue Service unit at Lowry

5% u.’,.ﬂgd\.u!; Ak &

conl ,A

AI“B, Colorado, ‘and similtancous operatians "smmm" and "ﬂayui‘t

¥
RS MOR HE MBI 0E SRS LG Fik s 4hb \)‘JJ»C’

began. .'Lt. vas a tw-fold Jth tha people had, %o be  provided vith

ats A [ R S J‘
food, and in some cases medical supplies, and almost as important
N1 Pt 3 RELRN R BN AN 21 e nOGEVES

gi,},}the economic welfarg qf

Wil RRME B AR

gion thousands 01‘ swubowgi

;.w\

| vas directed dn a%éias menbers-of the civilian populstiony Early. .




{and later DetachmentiOneyiof whel 3d: Adr: Rescue: Squadron,"this. outfit was
omposed. of. 11 officers and. 56 airmen, ~In October. thei Detachment. was,

{ s1s0 flying 1-5 aircrafh which; proved adequate:for: some:recovery. missions
ut: the workhorse! remained.the;helicopter: -At the end.of;the. first»

| half. yeari of war,:the number ofrhelicopter medical transfers had reached
184 sDuring the: same.period:L-5; aircraft transported:56 wounded: soldiers.
.21 .Most.helicopter and-.I~5 missions were flown between:the fromt:line -
medical;clearing.stations -and.rear-area hospitals,: < If.the .wounded : - :
§soldfer required:immediate medigal attention of a type-available only
at;hospitals(in.Japan,.theiairoraft:landed at an airstrip from which

a transport: p],agq flewshim tondapan.::Emergency.medical attention was.
rovided by.atskilled mediciaboard, the:helicoptersy: ;;’Anioutsbanding Fhue
Qgggglg&ggugpy ;ésgguigj%gﬁqﬁakill?ofgtheaq medig¢s is:foundoinithe - .
stions of eneiaf:thesesdedicated men on:the 12th of. October:1950.: A

. seriqualy wounded:English:pilotiwas brought-aboardrand examination .

: showed ¢that his chances.for }ife were:slim unless:he:was:.given an 21
hnmgia.ge itransfusiones-Hurriedly the medieprepared his;patientiand?,

l’i administered a bottle of plasma--the first, but not the last, transfusion |
i

Z given during a Rescue helicopter flight, acd T 4‘7""—*-1 @:“

e




WLER" two “patieAts and”H med¥8al*tachriclan on S4eh"F1ight the

e gmy ¢k A 7% 13 ey S 8 P“f e My ;e bewy o b B e ek oty ) nin @13 el L i Fonin
ﬁelicopter"'could‘ cover- an hour's worth ‘of land travel'in five'minutes.
mis vas {mportant $50 When?a 361418 or''alrman recetved a’ “head ‘wound,

Wt R wnsk g eps e el ol s oremems s e wed by sl Svr QEAgar it d ’
Tsucking “shast " wotind 765" stomach wound, ‘speed was ‘often’the difference

Ry
a Vb

fobwden 14 fe and death." T’ affactiveness of Rescue's work was
ﬁestiﬁedto inl9’5l'by ‘Dr. ‘Elmer L. Henderson , Ghairmian of ‘the American

fodical Asociation, when he“statsd that the mortality rate among wounded
ééla’{:e;r;‘iin]‘ul'(c;;eéf;éalé gonly 2 per 100 as compared with 4 per 100 in World

War IT. “Orie '6f the major reasons in"the mind of this medical expert

3 . 5 >
q iy § Sy sy e ke e e ? gl »" T
ACMEERLINA S I P5 EIN

§n peedy (frcht linej ‘afn” z%’ﬁcuation.

n

e 21 shep Pod s Soviebiodd e s et 4 g
ilogg’ folluwing ni85ion d’é’mgnstratés’ the ‘risks these Rescuemen would

b 185 aa v e 1 Gonihdsa “biad §55 7278 miseion nfcidedon the aftérnoon

",-h E Ry

#1146 Povrihny 19815 DefaSnkeRt A of the Ja7Adr Rescue Squadron was

dered ts ﬁfegiﬁ.imed.{a% t‘égé&g gp@%tions“;‘.‘érﬁmerféan “ﬁroapé “gtr-
Founded and eipnbidg "tor theis 1ived {474 smal1 “Korsén town 20 miles

for B e R j fimendon mtgmprane FE oot Mg pe mive e
| ast 6¢"seott, ' Toaded WA LR B160d pladma, ‘other medical supplies, and

ankSE4 Fok “Tie besteged trboPs; six sikorsky Ho5 ' ehoppers took "off.
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7 sDespite enemy small arms fire each helicopter managed to,make.
,géit_r:ips,mcg;:rying .one or two patients on each flight—-before
jarkness : forced an:-end:to operations,..On.the following.day; with.two

helicopters:out of-operation.and a snowstorm with winds. in excess.of 40

riles-an houry.the outlook was.rather bleak.  Nevertheless, the four

22-more critically wounded men were removed from danger.:;All told,..,
52 men had.been recovered. .iis: viitor salir, nhens eilnesable masiines

ez This-misgion meant more-than.saving.the wounded...During:the. ...

nisgion.Fairghild: C-119's dropped supplies to the surrounded troops

%

ff

soldiers.were abke to fight.theiriway.to safetys-: o2 his sempardems

wonifuldyias spectacular;was:the,rescue of. 148 wounded. and injured..:.

' paratroopers.om the. 2hthiand: 25th . of . March 1951..1 The . jump. had; ogenrred

. on:March: 23rd: when. the, troopers; had left.their aireraft over Munsanwni,

§

Everything went;wrong-and.the: call for help,was;relayed to,Rescues.. .. i

Flying.under, intense mortar;and small arms;fire,.the helicopters flew

ki

operational Rescue H-5's ventured forth and before the day was ended, . . ..

éwhﬂe’ UsNo:fighter aircraft.strafed.and bombed.the enemy.positionss .:v.y

With:the wounded men;safe and needing no.further sttention, the remaining

T
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